
Solihull Council is commencing 
a process that would lead to 

the present speed restrictions 
in the village centre being made 
permanent.

This follows a generally positive 
reaction to the temporary traffic 
calming arrangements and has an 
aim to increase general safety in the 
zone of high pedestrian and vehicle 
movement levels.

The Traffic Regulation Order 
process that will be initiated offers 
the opportunity for the public to 
object once the proposal is published. 

If the Order is eventually brought 
into force, the 20mph zone will 
cover the High Street, Lodge Road, 
Wilsons Road, St John’s Close, 
Kenilworth Road to Kixley Lane and 
Station Road to Lodge Road.

At the same time, a further 
proposal would reduce the limit 
on Warwick Road from 40mph to 
30mph, between Lady Byron Lane 
and Wychwood Avenue.

Possible future extensions of 
the 20mph zone  on Station Road 
and Kixley Lane, across the vehicle 
entrances of Arden Academy and 
Knowle Primary School would also 
be considered.
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Temporary Speed Limits to be Permanent?
Temporary speed limit signage in Kenilworth Road

The Society’s Meetings and Walks programmes have been suspended until the end of September, at least, as a result of the 
Covid-19 Pandemic, consequently there are no Events for the Diary in this issue. Consideration will be given to re-starting 
these activities in October, subject to Government guidance, confidence in protection via the vaccination programme and 
predictions regarding any potential Winter surge in virus spread. Please check our website for announcements. 

In the meantime, the Webinar series, Foreseeable Future, has concluded, These sessions were well attended and, we 
understand, were well received. Importantly, they stimulated valuable discussion which reflected members’ opinions and 
will inform the work the Society will undertake in facing the future of the village. The presentation from the first Webinar 
and recordings of the subsequent five remain available on the Society’s website.

Events Diary Suspended
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From the Chairman - Handling Knowle’s Future Traffic
Andrew Marston reflects on the recovery of village vehicle volumes 

I recently found myself driving south through the 
village towards Warwick at about a quarter to five 

on a Wednesday when I became aware of a continuous, 
slow moving, line of traffic. This was travelling in 
the opposite direction, as far as the junction with St 
John’s Close. 

This traffic build-up continued as far south as the 
30mph sign on the short length of dual carriageway 
beyond the High Street. Noticeable queues had 
also built up on Station Road, Wilsons Road and 
Kenilworth Road.

Whilst traffic levels during the pandemic had 
dropped to a very low rate, it has not taken that long 
to recover since the Government recently relaxed 
restrictions in movement. A remarkable change has 
been brought about in a very short period of time.

Concerns have been expressed before about an 
even greater level of traffic needing to utilise the 
High Street as a result of the new hosing proposed 
for Knowle by Solihull Council.  

The recent consultation period of the draft Local 
Plan coincided with that of their Knowle Transport 
Study and relevant sections of the Solihull Traffic 
Impact Assessment.  

The resulting proposals included a series of 
relatively minor adjustments, to address the 
anticipated increase in traffic levels at junctions 
where there are already problems being experienced 
(based on an arguably low level of traffic use), 

However, it must be asked whether, if these 
‘improvements’ are put in hand to account for the 
anticipated levels of congestion, will they be sufficient, 

for future traffic in Knowle may well include, at a 
very conservative estimate, 1,000 additional, locally 
based cars.  

With some 800 new homes projected in Knowle, 
will car ownership by the new residents who will 
live in the Arden Triangle and Hampton Road 
developments be limited to just over one car per 
dwelling?  

Judging by the current car ownership amongst 
exiting residents in Knowle, I doubt the increase will 
be this low.

Although an objection by the Planning Committee 
to the Council’s traffic improvement proposals was 
submitted as part of our overall objection to the draft 
Local Plan, as indeed was a similar objection by the 
Neighbourhood Forum, further consideration has 
been given by both this Society and the Forum to see 
if we can improve on the current position.

Consequently, it was agreed that we and the Forum 
should work together through the joint commissioning 
of an independent study, by a transportation 
consultant, of the various recommendations made 
by the Councils’s own consultant in respect of 
anticipated traffic levels arising from the proposed 
developments going ahead. 

The intent of this study is for ‘our’ consultant 
to principally consider first, the robustness and 
reasonableness of the Council’s reports and second, 
to provide an expert’s views on the Concept Master 
Plans, included in the Draft Local Plan, for both 
proposed developments.

(continued on opposite page)Fr
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Congestion around the High Street / Kenilworth Road junction
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Christine Hazel will be sadly missed

Just as our Committee Recruits, We Face a Sad Loss
in Local History Centre News 

It is with great sadness that we record the sudden 
death of a member of our Local History Committee, 

Christine Hazel.  Christine was a very active member 
of our team, volunteering and partaking in any and 
everything and always with a smile on her face.   

She was also a great knitter, especially of small 
Father Christmases, of which there are now six on 
my tree, one for each of the years I have known her!

Our sincere condolences go to Christine’s family 
and in fact to anyone who had the pleasure of knowing 
her, because, as I know all too well, knowing her was 
a pleasure. We miss her very much.

 
Unsurprisingly, there is not a lot else to report here 

from the Local History Centre. That will probably be 
the case for at least another month, after which we 
should hopefully be back upstairs in Knowle Library.   
We will let you know as soon as we know.

We have however had our first committee meeting 
for well over a year and what a difference it makes to 
have a discussion face to face.

We were joined by would-be new member to the 
committee, Ann Bower, who was welcomed by all.  

The only remaining hurdle for Ann to cross now 
is to have her appointment formally accepted by the 
rest of our Trustees. 

I should think that will not be a problem, as she is 
the daughter-in-law of the late Dr Ronald Bower, one 
of the three founders of the Society in 1962 and her 
husband, David, is now our Deputy Chairman (see 
below). 

Janet Eržen
 history@knowlesociety.org.uk

Knowle 779040

Local H
istory - Janet Eržen

(continued from opposite page)
In addition, the brief extends to the consideration 

of other planning applications which may impact on 
traffic levels as well as assisting with the Forum’s 
update of relevant Policies included in the existing 
Neighbourhood Plan.

This is a task which will be made necessary by 
the Inspectorate’s final decisions regarding the Draft 
Local Plan before its final adoption.

In the meantime, of course, the recently increased 
traffic levels must be seen as a good sign in terms of 
reflecting an improvement in the nation’s economy 
which, it is to be hoped, will include that of Knowle 
itself.  

Those traders which have been able to survive the 
pandemic, some having even seen an increase in 
business perhaps, are to be congratulated and thanked 
for all their efforts throughout the last 15 months or 
so.

Needless to say, this improvement in all of our lives 
should be welcomed but, to see it being sustained, 
also depends on us all continuing to follow the 
guidance for as long as it is deemed necessary.

Once more, therefore, please still continue to stay 
safe. 

Andrew Marston 
chairman@knowlesociety.org.uk

Knowle 774082

The Need to Keep Traffic and Trade Moving (continued)

A New Deputy Chairman of the Society Appointed
There has been a change in the appointments of 
officers of the Society.

In the wake of the recent Council elections, and 
with the support of the Trustee Directors (TDs), 
Dave Pinwell has stepped down as Deputy Chairman.

The TDs have appointed the longest serving of us, 
David Bower, to take up the role until the next AGM. 
Dave Pinwell will continue to serve as a TD and as 
Newsletter Editor.

Andrew Marston
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A Volunteer Tidy Up and Litter Pick Around the Village 
and an update from the Airport in Community Services news

On May 12th, with the help of several volunteers, 
a number of Knowle and Dorridge Lions, 

Alison from I Love Solihull, Cllr Diana Holl Allen 
and several more members, we managed to tidy up 
the Precinct flower beds and do some litter picking. 

The flower beds should provide colour and make 
the Precinct more inviting. So, please do make use 
of our local shops. They have much to offer and need 
your support. The front of the library, which is now 
open (see their website for times) was also tidied up.

I am pleased to say that the volume of litter 
found was much less than usual, although there had 
obviously been a party near the stream in the park 
(see photo, right). I suspect this improvement may be 
due more to the litter-picking efforts of individuals, 
Visit Knowle and, particularly, the Lions, who all are 
doing it on a regular basis. Although, I must add, that 
use of bins has noticeably increased as well. 

We still managed more than 20 bags of assorted 
waste and the village looks much better for it. Some 
of the buildings, though, could do with some general 
maintenance. That is, of course, the responsibility 
of premises owners and I believe that some of them 
have been approached.

AIRPORT
In early June, I attended a virtual Airport Consultative 
Committee (ACC) meeting and we were updated by 
Nick Barton (CEO).  The Airport is operational with 
all key staff in place and with a few flights daily. As 
you may imagine the situation is still very quiet with 
flights still 95% down on pre-pandemic levels.

Green, Amber and Red lists of countries were in 
place at time of writing, but with most Green list 
countries not allowing UK travellers in. 

I understand that you may travel, at some cost, to 
the South Sandwich Islands. These are uninhabited, 
though you may meet some penguins!! The aviation 
industry overall remains in a very difficult place. 

On the positive side, the Airport is now fully 
accredited on its Health, Safety and Security Policies, 
which protect people as far as is possible in its public 
spaces. These trust the public to do their bit by 
following the rules. 

The staff are looking forward to the return of 
passengers as the lockdown eases. To view the various 
requirements for travel or for information see the 
Airport and/or Government websites.

Meanwhile, let us hope we are all able to be out 
and about and enjoying the summer.

Lilla Baker 
communityservices@knowlesociety.org.uk

Knowle 739073
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Flower bed tidiers and litter pickers gather for action in the St John’s Way Precinct
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Freedom to Express our Views in the Planning System
the work of our Planning Committee assessing new applications 

With the Council having 
recently submitted the 

draft Local Plan to the Planning 
Inspectorate for consideration, 
all is now relatively quiet when 
it comes to borough–wide 
planning activities at present.

The Committee continues, 
though, to receive details of 
many planning applications for 
the Knowle area. 

These result, on occasions, in 
Committee members spending 
considerable time determining 
whether these are of concern, 
or not.  Where they are of 
concern, then still more time 
is spent in drafting appropriate 
comments for the Case Officers 
to bear in mind when making their decisions.

This can at times be problematic.  Some of the 
Case Officers regularly acknowledge our views, 
and sometimes, in turn, even comment on them. 
However, unfortunately, this seems to be less of the 
norm than it once was for the Council planners as a 
whole.   

As anyone who is regularly involved in planning 
matters knows, the consultation process is perhaps 
the most important aspect of any application that is 
submitted to the Council for consideration.  

It is the only time at which the desires and 
aspirations of the Applicant are made clear by way of 
drawings and supporting documentation. 

These clarify the detail of their proposal. 
Neighbours, and for that matter anyone else with an 
interest, can then advise their views and opinions to 
the Council, whether of support or dissent.  

As a democracy, this is one of many examples 
which illustrate the importance of our freedom 
as individuals in this country to express our views 
without the fear of reprisals. 

A very good and recent example of this was the 
recent application for the garden nursery at the 
bottom of Stripes Hill to be closed, demolished and 
replaced with yet another example of the provision 
of residential accommodation for those of older years 
and/or those with a need for care.  

Such provision is to be welcomed, but not 
necessarily located in the Green Belt and at the 
bottom of a steep hill facing a road with almost 
continual speeding traffic passing its boundary.

There were many views expressed by local, and even 
non-local, residents and organisations. Together with 
Planning Policy, the result was that the Council’s own 
Planning Committee refused to grant consent to this 
Application.

To judge by the number of cars often seen in 
the nursery’s car park, both during the initial and 
subsequent further relaxations of Covid restrictions, 
the business itself still continues to flourish.

Moving away from Knowle for a moment, another 
example is the recent further application which 
was submitted to the Council by the owners of a 
somewhat controversial bar and café establishment 
which has already failed in its Appeal for the building 
to remain in its non-approved status.

The Society’s remit includes that where such 
applications could impact on Knowle, in this instance 
whereby a proposal considered to be inappropriate 
to its Conservation Area could set a precedent, it is 
perfectly proper for the committee to make relevant 
comment on that application to the Council.  This was 
done and we await the decision with much interest.

Finally, I am pleased to confirm that the 
Committee will be taking once more to meeting in 
person, subject, of course, to Covid restrictions, and 
I feel we will all benefit from seeing each other again.  

Dialogue through written conversations does not 
necessarily suit everyone, and therefore let us hope 
this improvement continues from now on.

Andrew Marston
planning@knowlesociety.org.uk 

Knowle 774082

Application to replace garden centre with care facility was rejected
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OUR WEBINAR SERIES    -    Foreseeable Future          A short digest of                                  what we learned from the next three online meetings, April to June
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On Monday 19th April, Dr Mike Baker, Strategic 
Director of GPS Healthcare (the Group which 

operates Knowle Surgery) and Primary Care Lead for 
the Birmingham and Solihull Clinical Commissioning 
Group talked about the current issues in provision of 
GP services and looked forward to the future.

Dr Baker explained that he had been a Solihull 
GP  for over 20 years and, although primarily based 
elsewhere in the GPS group of surgeries, he currently 
helps out at Knowle on occasion.

In giving some background he explained that 
services at GP surgeries are now generally called 
Primary Care. Also that GPS Healthcare is the result 
of a merger of six GP practices of which Knowle 
is one, undertaken to make smaller surgeries more 
sustainable to sharing some resources.

He explained how surgeries have expanded in the 
scope of the work that they do and how demand has 
grown because of increased elderly populations.

The pandemic had forced GPs to move to a 
telephone or digital consultation first model to keep 

everyone safe. He acknowledged that there had been 
issues in telephone response and announced that a 
new phone system had been installed and expected 
that this would improve that position.

In considering whether this change will prevail 
into the future, he was uncertain, but observed that 
today’s younger generation appear to prefer the 
digital approach to face-to-face consultations. Thus, 
he anticipated that a mix of approaches is likely for 
the future.

Knowle Surgery was designed for three and a half 
contacts per patient per year but the current rate is 
about seven contacts per year, so, with increases in 
population as well, the building is now ‘creaking at 
the seams’. 

With further major housing developments in 
prospect, we need to consider how to manage 
demand in the future and that is a current challenge. 

The Local Plan sets out the need to review Primary 
Care provision and assessing the need will be a task 
for the Clinical Commissioning Group for the future.

Knowle Surgery (Webinar Four) 

Webinar Four - Local Health Services

On Monday 17th May, I talked to Chris Gregory. 
local resident, former Town Centre Manager for 

Shirley, specialist in Place Management and Business 
Improvement and a Director of Visit Knowle. 

I started by asking him to explain the term Place 
Management. Chris explained that a Place Manager 

Webinar Five - Sustainability of the Village Centre
liaises with businesses and local committees to draw 
up and pursue a plan of action for the improvement 
of a place, for instance a town or a city centre. 

In this case, he is, in a volunteer capacity, working 
with Visit Knowle to provide Place Management for 
central Knowle.

Empty Unit in St Johns Way (Webinar Five)
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I asked if empty shops in Knowle were a sign of 
decline. He said that the level of vacant units was 
not untypical and Covid had accelerated a change. 
However, by intervening, marketing and developing 
the investability of Knowle, it would be possible to 
attract new businesses and broaden our retail offer.

We have some fantastic retailers already, and by 
promoting the village, developing its appeal and 
attracting more footfall, then new businesses will 
come and can be sustained.

He explained that the development of a vision for 
Knowle is at an early stage and needs the participation 
of businesses and residents, who have the opportunity 
to become members of Visit Knowle.

He did say, though that he would hope to see our 
village centre looking special, well-kept and vibrant; 
with a revolutionised streetscene, made appealing 
by its flowers, landscaping and street furniture. 
Although Knowle is already attractive, it is a gem that 
could be polished.
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OUR WEBINAR SERIES    -    Foreseeable Future          A short digest of                                  what we learned from the next three online meetings, April to June

Looking to the future Climate Change is a major 
priority. Solihull needs to develop a Net Zero Action 
Plan with milestones for the Council to achieve 
carbon neutrality by 2030 and the borough by 2041.

The first looks achievable but the second more 
challenging with about a third of carbon emissions 
coming from residential properties and another third 
from businesses.

Ian then explained that environmental friendliness 
is a key factor in the Local Plan and that will require 
developers to deliver trees and biodiversity as well 
as housing.

He also stressed the importance of public transport 
strategy with a need to improve connectivity and 
reduce car use.

He signed off by expressing thanks to the people 
of Knowle for fantastic community spirit and a hope  
that the future for the Precinct is determined in the 
context of what is a wonderful village centre. 

On Monday 14th June, Councillor Ian Courts, 
Leader of Solihull Council, joined us to give his 

view of the future for Solihull as well as Knowle. 
He observed initially that as a resident of Balsall 

Common and councillor for Dorridge and Hockley 
Heath, he travels through Knowle regularly and cares 
very much about the village.

He has been responsible for the Economic Portfolio 
at the Council for some years and that includes the 
Local Plan and Climate Change.

He pointed out that Council finances significantly 
constrained what could be done. Of a total revenue 
budget of £151M per annum, £96.8M is committed 
to Adult Social Care, Health, Children, Education and 
Skills. That leaves limited flexibility with matters such 
as roads, streetcare, parks and waste management.

The pandemic has been very disruptive because 
of the need to redeploy staff onto dealing with the 
resultant public health pressures and office closures. 

Webinar Six - A Council Perspective

WATCH THE RECORDINGS

OF WEBINARS FOUR, FIVE AND SIX   

                                  

Webinar Four - www.knowlesociety.org.uk/ks-webinar-4/

Webinar Five - www.knowlesociety.org.uk/ks-webinar-5-1/

Webinar Six - www.knowlesociety.org.uk/ks-webinar-6-talk-and-qa/
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Half Marathon - Cheer on Runners or Even Take Part
but watch out for the road closures on August 15th

Knowle will be at the heart 
of the route for the brand 

new Solihull Half Marathon on 
Sunday 15th August. The route 
starts and finishes in Solihull town 
centre, travelling through Eastcote 
and Barston as well, on a one lap 
course.

The race is being organised 
by RunThrough Events, who 
have experience with other races 
in the local area including the 
Birmingham Running Festival 
at Sutton Park, a new series of 
evening events at Coventry’s War 
Memorial Park, and many more 
across the Midlands.

RunThrough’s Rob Sullivan tells us: “The race 
is a great opportunity for passionate runners in the 
area, giving the chance to get a personal best time in 
their own back yard! For anyone who has discovered 
running over the lockdowns of the last 15 months, 
it is a chance to get involved in a first official, chip 
timed race with support from friends, family, the 
local community and our team.”

Knowle residents, particularly those east of 
Warwick Road, are advised to make a note of the 
date and adjust any plans accordingly. Road closure 
details will be notified nearer the time and these will 
be cleared as soon as all runners have gone through.

The route is using Smiths Lane, Lady Byron Lane, 
Warwick Road, Jacobean Lane, Kixley Lane, High 
Street and Warwick Road again. So, if residents of 
those roads, or of other roads to the east encircled by 
the route, will need to travel that morning, you may 
need to plan ahead and relocate your car accordingly.

Travel to Solihull or driving into the village could 
be challenging. So, why not plan to stroll out to the 
route and cheer on the runners instead!

Anyone who wants to know more can visit the event website 
at www.runsolihull.com, or contact the team via email at 
info@runsolihull.com.

Around the Shops
There appear to be some 14 vacated retail premises 
around the village at present, although some date to 
pre-pandemic. In addition, the Tom Li Chinese take-
away has been ‘on holiday’ for some 18 months!

AK Fitted Interiors now on the High Street

We have, though, been pleased to welcome some 
openings as the bunting was hung and post-lockdown 
life emerged into Knowle. 

On the High Street, Gentlemen Barber Club has 
started snipping in the former Scope charity shop; 
AK Fitted Interiors has relocated its kitchen and 
bedroom furniture showroom from Shirley into the 
now departed betting shop and King Thai Therapy is 
now providing a Thai Massage and Wellbeing service 
from what was a beauty and nail salon.

The long-awaited Loki Wine Shop was finally able 
to open in Station Road.

Also, there are more moves afoot, with Xact 
Estate agents refitting the previous Hunters office on 
the corner of St Johns Close ready for a move from 
the Precinct and a new Zero Waste Shop (see page 
10) about to open on the High Street.

We wish them all well.
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A Good Reason to Visit Tewkesbury This Year
as the town celebrates two two historic anniversaries

This is a big year for Tewkesbury, with the 900th 
anniversary of the consecration of its Abbey 

in 1121 and the clocking up of 550 years since the 
Battle of Tewkesbury in 1471. What better reason, 
then, could one want to either introduce oneself to 
or rekindle an affinity for the delights offered by the 
town.

The Abbey is famed for its wonderful stained glass, 
which covers a range of eras from the medieval, 
windows in the quire clerestory being recognised as 
amongst the best surviving from the 14th century, 
to the modern, including a pair commissioned to 
celebrate the 900th anniversary of monks coming to 
Tewkesbury. 

It is also recognised as a fine example of early 
architecture, it having been described as having 
“probably the largest and finest Romanesque tower 
in England”.

Then, from across the Abbey’s lawn is the call of 
the Touching Souls Tea Rooms, one of the town’s 
many offers for light lunches, teas and coffees and 
one of the best, especially for cakes.   

However, there is more to Tewkesbury than the 
Abbey. It is, unfortunately, famed for its all too 
frequent floods, sitting as it does where the Severn 
and Avon meet after their journey through two edges 
of the West Midlands.  

As a result, on calmer, drier, sunnier days, the area 
is ideal for scenic strolls, as the rivers meander across 
the plain and tumble over weirs on either side of the 
Severn Ham Site of Special Scientific Interest sitting 
between them. This has been the site of local industry, 
agriculture and even a racecourse in its time.

The two and a half mile walk around the banks of 
the rivers is best accessed from the delightful bridge 
over the weir beside Abbey Mill, found directly across 
Church Street from the Abbey itself.  

Abbey Mill is a fine building, a Grade II* flour mill 
dating from 1793, built on the site of a much earlier 
mill and powered by four water wheels. It ceased 
operation in 1920. 

Just downstream of the Mill are the colourful 
and well-manicured Victoria Gardens, created to 
celebrate the diamond jubilee of Queen Victoria in 
1897. This is a serene spot for sitting beside the Avon 
and glimpsing the distant Malvern Hills.

To the east, with an entrance across the A38 
from Morrison’s supermarket, the Nature Reserve 
straddles the River Swilgate and has walking trails 
around a wildlife and wildflower haven.

Visit on a Wednesday or Saturday to find a market 
in the Spring Gardens Car Park with stalls selling 
fruit, vegetables, meat, fish, clothing and homewares.

Meanwhile, the Battle, 550 years ago, was a 
decisive one in the War of the Roses, the House of 
York trouncing that of Lancaster and heralding a 
reign of stability under Edward IV.

A leaflet on the Visit Tewkesbury website introduces 
a two mile waymarked trail around the battle site, 
south west of the Abbey.  Visits can also be timed 
to take advantage of one of Tewkesbury Battlefield 
Society’s monthly guided walks. The town’s Museum 
also has a range of battlefield artefacts.

There is much to see and do in Tewkesbury, a 
mere 45 minute drive from Knowle and just west of 
Junction 9 of the M5.

River Avon and Victoria Gardens, Tewkesbury from the weir at Abbey Mill
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In Conversation ... with Lizzie Hobday of Ella’s Earth      
Dave Pinwell discovers the background to Knowle’s new Zero Waste Shop

Ella’s Earth opened on the High Street on 30th 
June, but what is a Zero Waste Shop and why 

should we be enthusiastic to buy there. I met Lizzie 
Hobday to find out more.

I understand that you were training to be a 
paramedic until earlier this year?
Yes, I worked for the ambulance service and that 
was to be my career, until I damaged my neck lifting 
some equipment at work. That was life changing, I 
had to come to terms with not being able to return. I 
still cannot lift anything with any weight today, it has 
changed so much of what I can do.

Then you decided to open a shop instead? 
It was not a sudden decision. It started when 
my daughter, Ella, wanted us to use less single 
use packaging at home, having learned about its 
environmental impact at Knowle CofE Primary 
Academy. Our children understand these issues 
much better that we tend to.

Anyway, we set out to buy ‘packaging free’ for a 
week, but only lasted three days, it was so difficult. 
But, I do not give up easily and, with a bit of research, 
I discovered Zero Waste Shops. That was great, but 
they were all too far away. That is when I decided we 
should have one here in Knowle.

What is a Zero Waste Shop and what does it 
sell?
We will be selling everyday products such as pasta, 
sugars, lentils, flours, vinegars, fresh and frozen fruit 
and vegetables, all sorts, only not in packaging. 

People can take only what they need, not the, 
usually much larger, amount that the industry usually 
decides they will get. My customers can bring their 
own containers, which we will weigh before and after 
they are filled to determine how much to charge for 
by weight. Or, we will have reusable cloth bags and 
paper bags for those who do not bring their own.

So, your product range is just foodstuffs? 
No, we will stock anything that can be sold in a 
more environmentally friendly way, toothpaste, for 
instance. It takes 500 years for a toothpaste tube to 
break down. We will sell toothpaste tablets. 

I have done hours of research and testing to select 
the best product to sell. Making changes can appear 
difficult, but I have done all the work necessary 
to source quality products that can make a big 
environmental difference. Oh, and we will be selling 
recyclable electric toothbrushes as well!

Is that why folk should support your shop? 
Figures show that a Zero Waste Shop can save ten tons 
of non-recyclable waste every year as well as cutting 
food waste by avoiding buying more than is needed.

Not only that it is a nostalgic way of shopping, a 
nicer experience, one that makes a real difference, 
knowing that everything is ethically sourced and 
environmentally friendly.

You live in Knowle, is that why you have 
chosen to open in your shop here?
I lived in Lapworth, but moved to Knowle and went 
to Arden School at sixteen. Then I moved back here 
to raise my children. It is a beautiful place to live.

We have such wonderful buildings here, not least 
my new shop. I believe it is about 300 years old, 
Grade II listed with lovely exposed beams. It may 
look small outside, but it is like a Tardis. I am sure 
that my customers will love shopping here.

Your shop is named after your daughter, but 
why Ella’s Earth?
Because our decisions now impact the lifetimes of 
our children and of our grandchildren beyond. We 
have to work now for a better future for the world in 
which they will live. 

I think about our planet being Ella’s Earth for her 
future. We need to make a difference now.

Thank you, Lizzie, we wish you and Ella’s 
Earth all the very best.
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This route provides a great all-age summer stroll, 
ending with a potential visit to the Umberslade 

Farm Park or the Expresso Farm Coffee Shop. 
It begins with a gentle climb through part of the 

magnificent, one and a half mile avenue of poplars, 
believed to date from the early 18th century, and 
then takes in the highlights of the delightful village of 
Tanworth-in-Arden.

The walk starts from the car park of the farm 
attractions, familiar to all who have had children 
since it opened in 1988 and widely signposted from 
local roads. The route leads back up the driveway, 
under the canopy of the trees, to the entrance.

Directly opposite, the entrance to a footpath can 
be found beside a farm gate, leading into a field. The 
path can be indistinct, but after a short ‘dog-leg’ 
around a house and garden, leads across the field in 
the same direction as before. At the far corner of the 
field a gap in the hedge leads out onto Vicarage Hill.

Turning left, follow the road into the heart of the 
village, to the Green (where refreshment at the Bell 
Inn provides an option), passing a number of Grade 
II listed cottages en route to the Grade 1 listed, 14th 
century, Church of St Mary Magdalene.

A path to right of the church leads through the 
churchyard, across a field and out onto Butts Lane. 
A short distance to the right, just beyond a wooden 
fence, another path to the left leads past the grounds 
of a house and through woodland to a field beyond.

Keep this field’s hedge to your right and follow its 
perimeter until you pass under the railway to another 
field. Climb the hill, past the alpacas to your left and 
you will find a metal gate leading back into the farm 
park, where fun and/or refreshments await.  

Back at the car park, the remainder of the avenue, 
up to the right, climbs on towards Umberslade Hall. 
This is a public footpath and provides an optional 
extension to this walk.

From Umberslade Farm Park to Tanworth-in-Arden
A family village and countryside discovery route in our walking series

Local W
alk



For a very long time, until lockdown struck, our monthly meetings programme in the 
Village Hall, had proved popular with guest speakers talking on a fascinating range of 
topics from heritage to fashion, travel to literature and too many others to mention.

Then in March last year, that came to an inevitable halt as we all kept ourselves away 
from others to protect each other and our health services. The Webinar programme on the 
‘Foreseeable Future of Knowle’ has filled the gap for the first half of this year and drawn 
even bigger audiences than the Village Hall meetings did. 

However, was that because sitting on sofas with slippers and central heating on is 
preferable to venturing out on a chilly night or because the subject matter, the future of 

our village, is more of a shared passion than those 
brought by the typical Village Hall speaker?

Just as businesses are evaluating whether to 
factor home working into the futures for their 
office staff, the Society is evaluating if we should 
factor more Webinars into the meetings plan 
going forward and what the future demand for 
our traditional Village Hall meetings will be. 

Please email me with your thoughts.
Dave Pinwell

meetings@knowlesociety.org.uk

Knowle Society is very pleased to welcome the following new and re-joining Members:

Membership Update - Welcoming New Members
and the need to get Gift Aid right

Mr J & Mrs R Keast
Mrs P Pemberton
Mr W & Mrs ML McLoughlin

Mr S & Mrs C Nixon
Mrs R Turner
Mrs E M Wilkin

Ms G Wiseman
Mrs I Napper
Mr J & Mrs S Brassey

    

The Knowle Society 

We have over 2750 members; 
can you encourage your 
friends and neighbours to 
join too? This may be done 
either by contacting the 
Membership Secretary or 
through an application 
form on our website (address 
below).

Established to maintain the 
character of the Village.

Website and Social 
Media: 

www.knowlesociety.org.uk

www.facebook.com/ 
           KnowleSociety

Membership:
Leighton Jones
23 Newton Road, Knowle
B93 9HL
01564 773894
membership@
knowlesociety.org.uk
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The Knowle Society is a
company limited by 
guarantee, registered 
number 05514023. 
Registered Charity number 
1111085.

When you have finished reading and, we hope, enjoying this edition of our Newsletter, 
rather than simply recycling it, why not pass it onto a friend or neighbour with a suggestion 
that they might like it so much that they join!

Please remember to let us know if you move, or if you change your email address at any 
time, so we can correct your records.  Even if you move out of the area, we are very happy 
for you to continue Membership – we have members all over the country and abroad.

I have recently claimed a refund of tax (over £1800) from HMRC under the Gift Aid 
scheme.  This is a real boost to our day-to-day funds for very little effort.  If you pay income 
tax and have not completed a nomination for Gift Aid, please let me know and I will send 
the necessary form.  

Just as importantly, if you no longer pay income tax but have completed a nomination 
form, please let me know so we can avoid breaking the law!  If you are not sure about this 
system or whether or not you have signed a nomination form, just get in touch (by email 
preferably) and we will sort it out.

Leighton Jones, Knowle 773894
membership@knowlesociety.org.uk

Editor: Dave Pinwell, 07410 099709
newsletter@knowlesociety.org.uk

Distribution: Anne Smith, 01564 
779120, distribution@knowlesociety.org.uk

Proof-readers: David Bower, 
Maria Brown, Leighton Jones

 

Previous Issues
all the way back to January 1963, are 
available on our website:
              www.knowlesociety.org.uk

Next issue
Copy deadline: 1st September 2021
Distribution commences:1st October 2021

The Knowle Society Newsletter

The Future for Our Meetings


