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NEWSLETTER
Andrew Marston writes, with  

this quarter’s Planning Report: 
The Society’s response to the 

draft Local Plan was completed and 
submitted in good time and it should 
be noted that the proposed number 
of new dwellings for Knowle is now 
less than that originally contemplated 
by the Council.

However, the two main areas of 
Green Belt which will be lost if the 
Plan is adopted remain as:

- that off Hampton Road (180 
homes on the former Thacker’s 
Nursery and the Football Club); and

- 600 homes on the so-called 
Arden Triangle between Warwick 
Road, rear of Milverton Road, 
Station Road and Grove Road.  

The latter site is still shown as 
including a replacement Arden 
Academy.

No matter what the developed 
end result, both will cause 
disruption from a vastly increased 
rate of traffic flow in the High Street.  
The Council’s traffic consultant’s 
answer was to increase the capacity 
of the existing High Street junctions 
thereby facilitating an increased 
capability to speed up traffic flows! 

(Planning continues on page 8, see 
more on these matters on pages 6 and 7)

Fewer Homes Proposed - Traffic Concerns Remain
Knowle Football Club site to be developed for housing?             

Following the success of our first three Webinars and with ongoing uncertainty about when indoor meetings in the Village 
Hall will be permitted, the Society will arrange a further series of three online meetings in the April to June quarter. 
Subject to confirmation, these will be held on:

April 19th at 7.30pm
May 17th at 7.30pm
June 14th at 7.30pm

The meetings will again be held via Zoom. Details will be confirmed by our MailChimp bulletins, on the Society’s website 
or from Dave Pinwell on 07410 099709. 

Further Online Meetings
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Here we are once again, still 
suffering from the effects of what 

must be the longest lockdown any of us 
might have thought imaginable.

As I write, the temptation to break 
the rules has, no doubt, grown as the 
length of time spent ‘locked down’ has 
increased, and is, therefore, high in 
everyone’s mind.  

I think this feeling was made worse 
by the various authorities’ refusal, 
confirmed by the Courts, to allow the 
vigil to go ahead in memory of the lady 
recently and tragically and murdered in 
London.  

Who was right?  One has to say, 
surely, that the lockdown rules are 
there for everyone’s safety, meaning 
not only of those who took part but, 
consequently, also the police officers 
who were charged with their dispersal, 
and who were all put to an unnecessary 
risk.

Although we are in something of a ‘vacuum’ in 
trying to live our lives as well as we are able, we 
must feel that we are being helped by knowing that 
scientists have produced vaccines. These, hopefully, 
will bring the pandemic eventually to an end. Also, 
that it is only a question of time before this target is 
reached.

Is it just a question of hope or is it something we 
can do to help ourselves with at this time?

Much has been said over the past year of the 
adverse effects of the pandemic on the NHS staff 
and other front-line workers on whom we have all 
depended for so much. 

Certainly, they deserve, at the very least, our 
heart-felt thanks for the sacrifices they have all made 
during this time.  

They have assisted, in so many ways, to keep the 
rest of us as well as we are.  So much so, I think, 
that those of us who have been able to keep ourselves 
occupied during this time, must not forget them.

Nevertheless, there are many of us who have 
continued to be able to work, even if at home, 
although the novelty of this change from our normal 
place of work might well be ‘wearing thin’ after a 
year. 

Hopefully, we will all soon be able to go back to a 
more usual way of life.  

We look forward to ‘doing things’ which have 
previously occupied our time whilst also enjoying the 
advantages of those earlier (but all too short) periods 
of relaxed restrictions. For these had, I believe, made 
life a little less unbearable. 

Those ‘interludes’ made it possible for many to 
see and meet other people outside the four walls of 
our individual homes and provided some relief to 
otherwise monotonous lives. 

Yet, unfortunately, that was not available to all of 
us.  I have no doubt that those of us living alone, or 
self-isolating because of underlying health problems, 
must be more than ever keenly feeling that it is ‘not 
long now’ before the waiting will be over.  

The Knowle Society, through the modern 
technology of ‘virtual meetings’, has, I hope, helped 
some of us to look beyond our current way of life 
and to note indications of ‘normality’ eventually 
returning to us all.  

It might not, at first, be a full sense of normality 
but I am sure we will start to feel, at long last, that 
the wait will truly have been worthwhile.

In the meantime continue to stay safe whilst hoping 
for early and continuing signs of improvement in our 
way of life for the future.

Andrew Marston,
chairman@knowlesociety.org.uk

Knowle 774082

Hope for the Future from Lockdown’s Disorientation 
Andrew Marston reflects on what has changed, a year on
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Cards Still Available and Making a Record of the Pandemic 
with other Local History Centre News

Local H
istory - Janet Eržen

Indigo Art Gallery - still selling the cards

outstanding enquiries which we hope to be able to 
clear within a week.

If you have any queries or would like to see a copy 
of a specific photograph please telephone or email 
me, details below.

We hope to be back to normal business by sometime 
around the end of June and hope to see you upstairs 
in the library after that.

In the meantime, STAY SAFE EVERYONE.
Janet Eržen

Knowle 779040
history@knowlesociety.org.uk

CHRISTMAS CARDS
The final total raised from the sale of 2020 Christmas 
cards is £670.50 and payment of this amount has 
now been made to the Chemotherapy Day Unit at 
Solihull Hospital.  

As these cards are not Christmas specific, they 
are still available for sale at Indigo Art Gallery for 
£3.50 for 6 cards and envelopes. This will be added 
to whatever is raised by the end of this year.  

Thank you again to Karen at the Gallery.

COVID-19
Our local history committee is continuing to collect 
data of all sorts regarding the pandemic in Knowle, 
whether it be official or people’s experiences of life 
under Covid.

Maybe there is something you would like to tell 
us about, perhaps about how it has affected you or 
someone you know or just an observation in general.  
Please send any contributions to the email address 
below.

QUERIES
As we have had no access to the Local History 
Centre, which is upstairs in the library and where we 
store the village archives, for more or less the last 
year, it has been a challenge to cope with online and 
telephone/letter enquiries.  

However, we have managed in the main and, 
at the time of writing, we only have two or three 

I don’t, at the time of writing, have anything definite 
to tell you regarding shops in the village but, the 
empty Sugarbliss premises has an ‘Under Offer’  
notice, and rumour is rife that William Hill’s empty 
premises will become an Off Licence.

There is also interest in the previous premises of 
Thai  Village, as a possible restaurant for Glyn Purnell, 
and Hunters, but we know not what or who, as yet. 

 Whatever or whoever, remember - ‘USE EM OR 
LOSE EM’.  Let’s not miss this opportunity to help 
breathe some new life and light into our High Street.

Janet Eržen

Around the Shops
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Reservation over Details in Parking/Cycling Plans   
and other Community Services News

Hopefully, Covid-19 restrictions will gradually  
be lifted over the coming weeks and we shall be 

able to meet up and have somewhat less Zoom etc. in 
the near future. 

 
LONGDON/LODGE ROADS
The formal consultation process on changes to 
parking in these two roads took place between Feb 
18th and March 11th. 

This followed traffic congestion issues with buses, 
in particular, being unable to get through, along 
with parking on pavements and other issues. All 
affected residents were notified by a letter and plan 
from Solihull Council. We trust that they have duly 
responded.  

At time of writing, some informal comments 
suggest that the plan might result in too much 
restriction, not least that there would be a loss of 
amenity of short stay parking for visitors to residents 
and businesses of Lodge Road.  

This would include carers, family, friends, 
tradesmen and customers. Concerns remain that 
speeding could become an issue with no parked cars, 
posing a threat to safety of children going to school.

Double yellow lines on the bend by the park are 
to be welcomed. Limited parking times might be a 
possible alternative. Our councillors are involved 
and we await the outcome in due course.

The pavement resurfacing work was completed 
within the planned time period. We give a belated 
thank you to the Council and the team who carried 
out the works.

WALKING/CYCLING PLANS
The Society does recognise and support that the 
more we may cycle/walk rather than use the car, it 
will help with reducing emissions in the battle against 
climate change. 

However, a Solihull Active Travel Recovery 
consultation suddenly appeared out of the blue from 
the Council. To my mind, it does not appear to have 
been properly thought out (not least with making a 
reference to Knowle Gardens on the diagram which 
was included, by which I presume Knowle Park is 
meant).  

It proposes a temporary plan for improved cycle 
lanes between Knowle and Solihull, but also covers 
other areas within Solihull. To find out more follow 
this link:

www.solihullactivetravel.commonplace.is/

However, unfortunately the consultation will have 
closed on March 22nd. 

I think it is more important to attract people 
through the village centre, where they may stop 
off do some shopping and have a cup of coffee etc., 
regardless of travel mode.

AIRPORT
With the help of Microsoft Teams, I have been able 
to attend virtual meetings regarding Noise Action 
Plans, which are ongoing. 

As you may imagine, aviation is in a very difficult 
place at this time.

(continued on opposite page)C
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Parking on Longdon Road - consultation process concluded
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Eric Lyons Butchers, Jerroms Solicitors, Copt 
Heath Golf Club, Knowle Male Voice Choir, 

County Stationery, TB Windows, Warwickshire 
Schools, Xact Estate Agents, JLR Employee 

Charity, Toms and Knowle United Charities.

If you have not given and would like to, we are 
looking to raise further funds for the next phase of 
the project, to improve the imaginative play elements 
of the play area.  

Further details can be found on our website: 
www.loveknowlepark.co.uk/donate

Alistair Innes
playground@knowlesociety.org.uk

07437 432053

Contractor Chosen for Playground Project First Phase 
Full steam ahead for improvements in time for summer

Playground Project - A
listair Innes

I am delighted to announce that the tender process 
has been completed with a local, West Midlands 

based. contractor chosen to deliver Phase One of the 
Playground project.  

We have been able to choose, with the help of 
some local parents, equipment that improves the 
play options for toddlers, older children and children 
with disabilities.

Special thanks are due to all of those who have 
given to the project so far and enabled us to raise the 
funds to proceed to this next stage.

 A special mention must go to the following local 
companies and organisations which, in addition to 
the Society, have donated to make this project come 
about: 

I am pleased with the interest in volunteer litter 
picking, with Visit Knowle and Knowle and Dorridge 
Lions now also involved.  

I Love Solihull has provided Covid-19 Guidelines 
for litter picking during pandemic restrictions 
and you may also register as an individual (email: 
lovesolihull@solihull.gov.uk)  The Library has 
equipment and hopefully will be reopening in the 
near future. 

Thank you too to those who are using the bins 
and more so to those who take their litter home for 
disposal.

I hope to organise a Tidy Up day when I am given the 
green light to say that it will be considered safe to 
do so. The plan, as usual, will be to do the precinct 
flower beds along with a litter pick around the village 
centre.

I will be in touch with our regular volunteers.
If anybody else wishes to be involved, then please 
contact me via the email address below.

Lilla Baker
communityservices@knowlesociety.org.uk

Knowle 739073

Litter Picking - Community Services News (continued)
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OUR WEBINAR SERIES    -    Foreseeable Future          A short digest of                                  what we learned from the three online meetings, January to March        
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On Monday 18th January, Gill Griggs gave an 
informative explanation of what the Local Plan 

and its associated Concept Masterplans reveal about 
the two major development sites earmarked for 
potential housing in Knowle.

The two sites, one split across Hampton Road and 
the other bounded by Station Road, Stripes Hill and 
Grove Road (known as the Arden Triangle), could 
potentially see 780 new dwellings built on them in 
the coming years.

Gill used the concept diagrams published by the 
Council with the Plan to give a guided virtual tour of 
each site in turn before summarising the uncertainties 
and challenges poses by each.

The Hampton Road site is dependent upon a 
relocation of the football club to a new site on the 
other side of the road and by the canal, but there 
are some questions about the viability of this move, 
financially, legally and practically. 

The site on the northern side of the road slopes 
significantly and the costs of both levelling pitches 

and making the rest of that site ready for housing will 
not be insignificant.

Those same questions of the need to be viable 
on sloping ground also apply to the Arden Triangle, 
which is predicated on a relocation to new premises 
of Arden Academy and its pitches. 

On both sites there are outstanding concerns 
about projected housing densities and access to 
and from the sites. There are also general questions 
about handling increased traffic levels, the availability 
of public transport and the capacity of local health 
services to handle increased demand.

Following the public consultation, concluded 
in December, the next steps are for the Council to 
consider responses received before a submission for a 
public examination led by the Planning Inspectorate. 

This will be the final opportunity for the Society 
and the Neighbourhood Forum to have our say on 
behalf of the local community.

If approved at that stage, then developers will be 
free to submit planning applications.

Concept Masterplan - Arden Triangle (Webinars One anf Three) 

Webinar One - The Development Sites

On Monday 15th February, I gave a summary of 
a report commissioned from traffic specialist 

consultants by Solihull Council. 
Entitled ‘Knowle Transport Study’, it uses traffic 

measurement data taken between 2013 and 2019 
and mathematical modelling to project traffic flows 

Webinar Two - Knowle Transport Study
around Knowle at peak hours in 2036 if nothing 
changes. 

It then predicts the additional vehicle movements 
generated by the two main housing developments, 
should they be built, and overlays this data onto those 
2036 projections. 

Double Mini-Rondabout by the Wilson Arms? (Webinar Two)



April 2021

7

Street junctions with Kenilworth Road, Wilsons Road 
and Station Road and the Station Road junctions with 
Lodge Road and Grove Road/Widney Road.

Of various solutions modelled, the addition of 
traffic lights at the High Street/Station Road junction 
is the only one that makes sufficient difference in the 
modelling results. Other solutions still leave peak 
hour congestion but are recommended for further 
study, including the installation of a double mini-
roundabout by the Wilson Arms. 

The results set out in the report indicate the 
anticipated growth of traffic along our local roads. 
These suggest that, for instance, by 2036 the morning 
peak hour load at the Lodge Road, Hampton Road 
and Warwick Road junction will have grown by 21% 
over pre-pandemic levels.

The report then lists five junctions that would 
not cope with 2036 traffic volumes without some 
intervention. In addition to that junction by the 
Wilson Arms, these are the Warwick Road/High 
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OUR WEBINAR SERIES    -    Foreseeable Future          A short digest of                                  what we learned from the three online meetings, January to March        

refurbishment, whereas a new build is a ‘chance of 
a lifetime opportunity’ to create a state-of-the-art 
Centre for Community Learning.

It would also be an opportunity to provide 
amenities for the community to use that are currently 
missing in the area. 

Martin then described the vision of a new 
Academy, embracing an additional Primary School 
and Nursery, with leading edge education facilities. 
A full range of sports and performing arts facilities 
would be available for community use as well outside 
school hours. 

He gave some ideas about how the new site could 
be used with generous parking and drop-off areas as 
well as plenty of open space and several pedestrian 
access routes for pupils.

After outlining an approach to sustainability, he 
concluded by summarising the planned benefits of 
the project.

On Monday 15th March, Martin Murphy, CEO, 
gave a summary of the proposal for a new 

Arden Academy.
Martin began by demonstrating the growth of 

Knowle since Arden was planned and built and 
advising that 70% of the school remains largely as it 
has been for over 50 years. 

He observed that further housing development is 
inevitable and the school has to grow with it and that 
the opportunity afforded by a new school is one to 
give the community something for the next 50-60 
years and set it in the context of a need to rejuvenate 
the heart of our village.

He reminded those present of the suggested 
location in the proposed Arden Triangle development 
with an entrance from Stripes Hill.

On the one hand, he explained, rebuilding on the 
existing site is impractical and not cost effective, 
the existing facilities and infrastructure are beyond 

Webinar Three - New Arden Academy

RELATED LINKS    

Webinar One Slides and links to Draft Local Plan and Concept Masterplans -

                                                     www.knowlesociety.org.uk/draft-local-plan-webinar

Webinar Two Slides/Recording and link to Full Report - 

                                                       www.knowlesociety.org.uk/knowle-transport-study

Webinar Three Slides/Recording - www.knowlesociety.org.uk/a-new-arden-academy
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Risk of the Draft Local Plan not being Deemed ‘Robust’
News from the Planning Committee continued from front cover

Unfortunately, we would have to wait and see if these 
suggested alterations to junctions would actually 
achieve their objective (although the authors of the 
consultant’s report will not be around to see the 
results for themselves). Meanwhile, the High Street 
is already seeing post-Covid increases in traffic from 
those a year ago.

That said, there is a concern that the landowners 
of both areas concerned will not all necessarily want 
to see their land being lost under areas of concrete.  

Should their view be held (and Solihull Council 
not use any compulsory powers of purchase) the 
situation once again facing the Council would be that 
their Local Plan would not be deemed ‘robust’ by the 
Planning Inspectorate. This would undoubtably see 
developers putting other haphazardly located Green 
Belt sites forward for development.  

Yet another new Local Plan will then duly appear, 
no doubt after more delays, bringing forward yet 
other Green Belt solutions merely to satisfy the 
everlasting problem of providing land to meet 
nationwide Government requirements.

Will this roundabout ever, finally, come to a stop 
long enough to take a breath, I wonder.  I doubt it!

Local planning applications have continued to soar 
in number this year, when compared with previous 
years, but each is thoroughly considered by your 

Committee and, I am pleased to say, the Council 
even supports our views on some, but not many, 
applications. However, we never give up.

Andrew Marston
Knowle 774082

planning@knowlesociety.org.ukPl
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Our Lions have been out and about in B93 again, 
this time hiding Easter Eggs around our villages. 

We have three different trails for you to explore 
whilst hunting down our elusive Easter Egg Posters.

Lockdown continues to hit all charities very hard 
and our traditional Easter Egg Raffle to support Age 
UK will not be taking place again this year so, instead, 
all proceeds from this event will go to Age UK.

Timed to take place over the school Easter break 
we invite everyone who enjoys a stroll to join in on 
our trails. Each trail has 15 Easter Egg Posters hidden 
along the way and each poster features the name of a 
different chocolate treat or brand. 

Easter Egg Hunt trail maps can be downloaded 
from our website - knowleanddorridgelions.com. 

Collect all 15 names from a trail and email your 
answers into info@knowleanddorridgelions.com to 
be entered into our prize draw for a chance to win 
vouchers generously donated by local shops.

As always there is no obligation to donate in order 
to take part, but it is always greatly appreciated. 

Knowle & Dorridge LIons - Easter Egg Hunt, 2nd to 18th April

Donations can be made online via our website or 
just search for Knowle and Dorridge Lions on the 
Just Giving or Virgin Money Giving websites. Every 
penny will go directly to Age UK.

So we invite you to get outdoors and have fun 
hunting for our Easter Eggs, keep safe, keep your 
social distance and enjoy the exercise.

High Street - Clear in winter lockdown (but now busy again)
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As the warmer days arrive, alongside this gradual 
release from lockdown, with them comes the 

opportunity for days out, at least in outdoor settings.
But where to go to find plenty to see in the fresh 

air? Well, Braunston could provide some inspiration. 
This pretty village can be relatively quiet but by 
its side sits the busiest stretch of the English canal 
network and some of its most interesting heritage.

Approached along the A45 between Rugby and 
Daventry, it is the distant spire of All Saints Church, 
rebuilt in 1849 to replace a 14th century predecessor, 
that provides a first glimpse of Braunston. On arrival, 
this bright and spacious sanctuary is well worth a 
look inside. The churchyard also affords a good view 
of the early nineteenth century mill.

The village lacks a car park, but on road parking on 
the High Street, starting beside the church, or some 
adjacent roads is usually possible. There are several 
good pub car parks for those giving some custom.

A walk along the full length of the High Street 
passes 14 listed buildings, including the church and 
mill. The number is matched by the canals as they 
pass through Braunston, with 14 listed structures and 
buildings. 

The Oxford Canal passed through from 1774 
and it was joined by the Grand Union Canal from 
the end of the eighteenth century. They share 7 miles 
of waterway between Braunston and Napton, before 
separating again, but it is the towpath stroll along the 
Grand Union canal that delights.

The confluence of the canals, near the end of the 
High Street, like that at Kingswood near Lapworth, 
has a triangular island and this sports a magnificent 
pair of listed cast iron bridges (circa 1830) to carry 
the towpath over the water. 

From here to the entrance of the Braunston 
Tunnel, about a mile and a half east, is a busy and 
fascinating stretch of waterway.

Just before the marina, the Grade II listed Stop 
House, built in 1796, is where the boats stopped for 
the collection of tolls. 

The entrance to the large and hectic marina 
sports another Grade II cast iron bridge, of the same 
vintage as the earlier pair. Their ‘Horseley Ironworks’ 
inscription refers to a prolific casting works in Tipton 
which heavily supported the development of the 
canal and subsequent rail networks.

Between the marina and the tunnel lies a flight of 
six well used locks, beside the second of which is the 
Grade ll listed lock keepers cottage. 

The climb to the top lock ends with a view of the 
entrance to the blackness of the one and a sixth miles 
long tunnel. It provides room for two narrowboats 
to pass in transit and was a substantial engineering 
achievement in the late eighteenth century.

Then, when we are able to enjoy outdoor 
refreshment, the canalside Admiral Nelson pub and 
the floating café, Gongoozler’s Rest as well as the 
Plough in the village, are all well regarded for adding 
to a day’s enjoyment.

A Day Out from Knowle - to Historic Canalside Braunston
Exploring the listed buildings and canals of the Northamptonshire village
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                               The Mill, Braunston                                                         Photo: Snowmanradio, CC BY-SA 3.0, via Wikimedia Commons 
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National Cycling Strategy and Proposals for Knowle   
Reducing car journeys and the challenge of making cycling safer

Last year the Department of Transport published a 
strategy document entitled ‘Gear Change- A bold 

vision for cycling and walking’. 
The vision set out was one of an ambition “to 

transform the role cycling and walking can play 
in our transport system, and get England moving 
differently”. The objectives outlined in the report 
were to improve air quality, combat climate change, 
generate health improvements, address inequalities 
and tackle congestion on the roads.

It went on to state that 58% of car journeys in 
2018 were under five miles and set out an aim to seek 
“a future where half of all journeys in towns and cities 
are cycled or walked”.

The report recognized that confidence in safety is 
a pre-requisite to this goal and proposed that “better 
cycling and walking infrastructure” through “more 
efficient use of road space” and “well connected with 
wider public transport services” should provide a 
forward path.

It anticipates “thousands of miles of safe, 
continuous, direct routes for cycling, physically 
separated from pedestrians and volume motor traffic, 
serving the places that people want to go”. 

Accordingly, improvements in the extent to which 
public transport could carry cycles and the provision 
of cycle parking infrastructure were also projected.

To empower local authorities to respond to 
the report, an additional £2 billion of funding was 
announced to underpin suitable schemes over a five 
year period. As a result, Councils are responding by 
proposing schemes which accord with this policy.

One of these is Solihull Council’s proposal for a 
revised ‘cycle-way’ between Knowle and Solihull 
centres. This was subject to consultation and the 
Society encouraged members to participate through 
our MailChimp circulation on 24th February.

The consultation was accompanied by the above  
depiction of ‘improved’ Warwick Road cycle lanes 
across Copt Heath. Certainly, the safety of the 
existing lanes is in question because of frequent 
traffic incursion into them, as indicated by the photo 
below, which did not require any waiting to capture.

Certainly, both a reduction in car journeys and 
improved cycling safety are to be applauded as aims. 
However, whether Warwick Road is wide enough for 
poles and blue paint to keep vehicles, especially large 
HGVs, out and eliminate safety risks is something of 
which your Trustee Directors are less confident.

Reversing a century and a quarter of designing the 
country’s highways and byways for the precedence 
of the motor vehicle to now give more room for 
bicycles is not going to be a straightforward task. The 
debate on ways to achieve it has now begun.

Conceptual illustration of proposed changes to cycle lanes across Copt Heath
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This two and a half mile stroll starts just over 
the border in Warwickshire and takes in two 

crossings of the M40 and two roads that time and 
tarmac forgot, Tinkers Lane and Tapster Lane. But the 
abiding memory will be the immaculately manicured 
grounds of Green Acres, with its private lake and the 
just 10 year old windmill sitting serenely on its shore.

The walk starts in the car park of Lapworth Church 
(available for general use except on Sundays) reached 
via a right turn into Church Lane from the Hockley 
Heath to Hatton road (B4439) and a left turn into 
Tapster Lane immediately before the church.

Walk back to Tapster Lane and turn right, down 
the hill. Pass through the dip and up the other side to 
the gates to Far Croft where the tarmac ends. 

Follow the lane across the M40 and down the hill 
to turn right onto Hole House Lane, a narrow tarmac 
strip beside a delightful babbling brook. Leaving 
the brook behind and climbing the hill brings you 
eventually to Hole House Farm on the left and a right 
turn into Tinkers Lane, another ancient track. 

Pass the farm buildings on the right, then a barn on 
the left. A bit further on, you will see entrances both 
sides to a public footpath that crosses the lane. Turn 
right here to follow the right hand side of a field, at 
the top of which another footpath merges from the 
left as your path swings slightly right. 

As you go down the next slope, the path forks but 
keep right and ignore the tempting gap in the hedge 
that you will see the left hand route disappearing 

through. The metal gate you are heading for is hidden 
in the hedge until quite late. Head for a wooden 
footbridge over a stream beyond to your left.

Walk around the mound in front of you here to 
find the steps up to cross the M40 again. Across this, 
there are two alternative footpaths. Ignore the stile 
and take the path left, alongside the motorway. You 
will find another stile to the right taking you through 
the hedge and into the grounds of Green Acres. 

Although not marked, the right of way takes you 
directly across the grass to pass the windmill, built 
just a decade ago by the owner, on its right. You 
should see a footpath sign by the lakeside path to aim 
for and, on reaching it, turn left.

Then, at the small copse, follow the path through 
the trees, at the end of which you will see a metal 
gate into an adjacent field in the hedge beyond.

Here, there is a clearly defined path, leading off to 
the right and to a distant hedge, a stile in which exits 
onto Church Lane.  Turn left, up a steady slope and 
around a bend to the right into Spring Lane. 

Soon after you pass a timber building on your right, 
you will come to a stile half hidden in the hedge on 
that side. Cross this and follow the path beyond to see 
Lapworth Church come into view. Crossing the next 
stile, take the right hand fork in the paths to walk 
directly back across the fields to the Church. 

Cross Church Lane when you reach it and go 
through the gates to the right, across the churchyard, 
and return to the car park.

Strolling Along Two Ancient Lanes that Tarmac Forgot
And discovering the youngest windmill in the area in our latest local walk 

Local W
alk



New Members and Maintaining Membership

Mr P & Mrs S Phipps
Mr M & Mrs K Ingram
Mr A & Mrs H Smith

Ms A Faulkner
Mr P & Mrs M C Wilkes
Mr D & Mrs K McGill

Mr J & Mrs R Keast
Mrs P Pemberton

      

The Knowle Society 

We have over 2750 members; 
can you encourage your 
friends and neighbours to 
join too? This may be done 
either by contacting the 
Membership Secretary or 
through an application 
form on our website (address 
below).

Established to maintain the 
character of the Village.

Website and Social 
Media: 

www.knowlesociety.org.uk

www.facebook.com/ 
           KnowleSociety

Membership:
Leighton Jones
23 Newton Road, Knowle 
B93 9HL
01564 773894  
membership@
knowlesociety.org.uk
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The Knowle Society Newsletter

The Society is very pleased to welcome the following as new Members of the Society and 
hopes they find their membership useful and interesting.:

The Membership of the Society now stands at 2747, which is an excellent number, one 
of the highest for any similar society in the country. However, we are always keen to 
welcome new Members, so if you know someone you think should join, please let me 
know and I will be in touch with them. The more members we have the stronger case we 
can make for the interests of Knowle.

We continue to be unable to collect your subscriptions at the door, but very much 
hope that we will be able to call on those who still need to pay their subscription for the 
current year before the next one is due in October! If you are not sure if you have paid or 
not, please get in touch and I will be able to let you know. Very many thanks to the great 
majority (80%) who have paid already.

I am sure you will join me in hoping that things will be much more normal by the time 
the next Newsletter is due. Looking forward to much more freedom.

Leighton Jones, Knowle 773894
membership@knowlesociety.org.uk

The approximately 135,000 bulbs planted by our Natural Environment team over the past 
five years look better and better every Spring to brighten the central areas and approach 
roads of the village.

Adding Colour to Knowle Each Spring 


