
The annual gathering to watch 
the lighting up of the village for 

Christmas was not possible this year 
but the lights went on regardless. 

The Society arranged for the 
felling and relocation of a magnificent 
tree, donated from a local garden, to 
be lit, as usual, at the same time as 
the lights along the shop fronts. 

 Our sincere thanks to the Lewis 
family for the kind donation of the 
tree and to local tree specialist, Tim 
Dixon, and his team, for winning the 
struggle to install it on The Green.

In place of the usual gathering, so 
much enjoyed by children of all ages, 
alternative arrangements were made 
to meet Santa and see the lights 
come on.

The Society joined forces with 
the Church, the Round Table, the 
Lions, Visit Knowle and the Knowle 
Academy Parents Association to 
arrange for Santa and a few Elves 
to join us online on Sunday 29th 
November.

The live broadcast via Zoom and 
YouTube ended with a countdown 
to lights coming on all around the 
village at 5pm.

The video of the countdown can 
still be seen on the Visit Knowle 
YouTube channel.

Volume 59 Issue 1 JANUARY 2021

NEWSLETTER

Christmas Celebrated Despite the Restrictions
The 2020 Christmas Tree ready to light up             

As a result of the ongoing suspension of our Village Hall Meetings Programme, the Society hopes to hold a series of three 
online meetings in the January to March quarter. Subject to confirmation, these will be held on:

January 18th at 7.30pm
February 15th at 7.30pm

March 15th at 7.30pm
The meetings would be held via Zoom (see back page) which is available by telephone for those without computers or 
smartphones. Details will be confirmed by MailChimp, the Society’s website or from Dave Pinwell on 07410 099709. 

Plan for Online Meetings
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Making Alternative Arrangements for Essential Business 
Andrew Marston explains the taking up of a Charities Commission offer

With the passage of time during the past two 
years or so, I have begun to find it a little 

more difficult to choose a topic about which I can 
write than it was in March 2018.

However, with the current pandemic still very 
much with us and at this time of year my thoughts 
have tended towards the next Annual General 
Meeting, due to be held during February. 

After much thought and discussion with my fellow 
Trustee Directors, we came to the conclusion that a 
‘live’ AGM was much less likely to be possible than 
we had all hoped would be the situation.

The Charity Commissioners have set out 
alternative arrangements so that we are able to 
ensure those principal items of business which we are 
obliged to undertake are achieved in an appropriate 
way. Accordingly, during the ongoing pandemic, 
charities are permitted to cancel or postpone their 
AGMs. 

The Trustee Directors considered and agreed, 
at their November (conference call) meeting, my 
recommendation that we hold our next AGM in 
February 2022, when we all hope to have resumed 
the normality that has escaped us during 2020, and 
to extend all appointments, normally made at our 
AGM, for a further 12 months. 

In lieu of such a meeting you will find within these 
pages a full Annual Report covering the limited 
activities that the Society has been able to pursue in 
the past year. This comprises a copy of the Minutes of 
our AGM held on 22 February last, the Chairman’s 
report, a ‘short version’ of the accounts for the 
year ending 30 September 2020 and a summary of 
the appointments that are to be extended until 26 
February 2022. 

If any Members are not content with the decision 
that has been taken, would you please inform me, via 
the email address below, before the end of January.

Also, if any Members have any questions arising 
from the various documents then please direct them 
to our Secretary (secretary@knowlesociety.org.
uk) who will forward them to the most appropriate 
person to respond.

In the meantime, by the time you read this edition, 
both Christmas and New Year will have passed us by 
and, noting the unfortunate and continuing situation, 
I do hope you were all able to enjoy your celebrations 
as best as you were able and I wish you all the best 
possible health through 2021.

Andrew Marston
chairman@knowlesociety.org.uk

Knowle 774082

Greeting Cards Needed a Re-Order and are Still On Sale 

Our greetings cards have been sold for us by Indigo 
Art Gallery this year as there has been no Charity 
Christmas Card shop in the library.  They have 
literally sold like hot cakes!  We originally ordered 
2000 cards from the printer and have had to order a 
further 750.

As they are not Christmas specific, they are still 
available and are waiting for you in Indigo Art Gallery 
at £3.50 per pack of six.  Indigo is open from Tuesday 
to Saturday, 10am to 4pm.

We offer sincere thanks to Karen Blondel, proprietor 
of Indigo for her extremely kind gesture in selling the 
cards for us.  Also, a big thank you to Mike Humphreys 
our local artist who painted the picture on the front 
of the card, as he very kindly does every year.  

Thank you also to Helen Dowsing of Midlands 
Charity Association Cards (usually in the library) and 
to our printer, Stuart of Senik Print who worked so 
hard to get the extra cards to us in time for the post-
lockdown re-opening of Indigo Art Gallery.  

Last but not least, thank you to my Local History 
team for their help in packing and pricing and getting 
the extra cards to Indigo, with special thanks to Betty 
& Peter Ewin because, as I have not been well for a 
few weeks (no, not the virus) and they live very near 
to me, I have put on them disgracefully.  I hope they 
know how much I appreciate their help, all of them.

We will let you know the amount we have raised 
for the Chemotherapy Day Unit at Solihull Hospital 
in the next issue of the Newsletter.

Janet Eržen,  Knowle 779040
history@knowlesociety.org.ukC
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Village Tidy Up Achieved Despite Distancing Restrictions 
and other Community Services News

Dave Pinwell, Roger Kennedy and Lilla Baker at the Precinct Flowerbed Tidy Up and Litterpick

PRECINCT FLOWERS AND LITTERPICK
On October 22nd we managed to tidy up the precinct 
flowerbeds. 

This had been agreed with the Council’s Love 
Solihull Team after filling paperwork which confirmed 
that we would be conforming to the necessary Covid-
19 restrictions. By having two to a flowerbed, social 
distancing was achieved!  

At the same time, some others went litter picking, 
along with volunteers from Knowle and Dorridge 
Lions and Visit Knowle. 

The sun came out and 25 assorted bags of garden 
waste and litter were piled up for subsequent 
collection by waste collection contractor, Amey. A 
big thank you to all the volunteers for their hard work 
and also for the kind comments from passers-by.  

KNOT GARDEN
Mick Watson has again done a great tidy up of the 
garden.  My fellow Trustees agreed that the Society 
would fund this, as I have used up all the donated 
funds. 

Sadly, I was unable to raise further funds at this 
difficult time. I would be pleased to receive any 
offers. 

The annual cost of the maintenance is £1500, 
that is three payments of £500 over the year, which 
is a short-term requirement. It is intended in the 
longer term that the Knot Garden maintenance will 
come from within the Library Courtyard Project, an 
initiative which is presently suspended as a result of 
the pandemic.    

POLICE
It has been good to see our police officers around 
from time to time. They have the usual message for 
dark evenings and frosty mornings, which is to ensure 
that sheds are locked up and to take care not to leave 
vehicles warming up on driveways for opportunistic 
thieves.

ROAD WORKS, TRAFFIC & PARKING
There have been several areas of road works over 
recent weeks, for different reasons, and more 
are planned, for general maintenance, gas pipe 
replacements, internet /telephone updates etc.

Lodge Road is having its pavements resurfaced, as 
I write, with much heavy machinery and traffic lights 
managing the traffic moving through.  

Meanwhile, all residents who may be affected by 
potential new parking restrictions in Lodge Road,  
Longdon Road and Newton Road have received an 
informal consultation letter from Solihull Council 
Highway Services asking for comments on the 
proposals before a formal consultation in the New 
Year. 

Traffic levels, though, have been lower during the 
pandemic as a result of which buses etc have been 
able to get through more easily.  

Our village car parks have, not surprisingly, been 
underused.  It would be good to hear that during the 
run up to Christmas, with shops opening again, there 
was an increase in customers doing their shopping 
locally.

(continued on next page)
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Proposals Now Requested for Playground First Phase
Sufficient funds have already been raised to press ahead

Following on from the successful engagement 
event in the summer many people have expressed 

support for the project.  
We aimed to raise £65,000 for the first phase and 

I am delighted to confirm at the point of writing 
that we have raised over £56,000!  This includes 
£35,000 from our successful bid to the Council run 
Neighbourhood Community Infrastructure Fund.

With a slightly scaled back brief, based on the 
funding raised so far, we have approached three 
suppliers to give their best proposal based on the 
budget available.  

We are excited to confirm that we are working 
to install the new improvements by April 21st ahead 
of the summer period so children can enjoy this 
wonderful community facility. 

We want to thank all who have given to the project 
so far.  We will be continuing to raise funds for future 
phases, if you as an individual or company would like 
to give you can find out details at:

www.loveknowlepark.co.uk/donate

Alistair Innes
playground@knowlesociety.org.uk

Equipment Prioritised for Phase One

(continued from previous page) 
PARK TENNIS COURTS
The Courts now have a coded gate. Players must 
book their time with the Council and receive a 
code.  The relevant instructions can be found on the 
entrance gate to the courts.

AIRPORT
There is not much to report except that aviation in 
general continues to be in dire straits. I am part of a 

sub-group reviewing the Airport’s Noise Action Plan, 
which is not straightforward with the pandemic – in 
case you had not noticed, it has been quiet in the skies 
over Knowle, as it has elsewhere.     

Finally, let us hope that 2021 finds us all seeing the 
light at the end of the tunnel.  Happy New Year. 

Lilla Baker
Knowle 739073

communityservices@knowlesociety.org.uk

Community Services News (continued)

Potential Playground Graphics
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ANNUAL REPORT 
In lieu of holding the Annual General Meeting on 27th February 2021 as planned, as explained by 
our Chairman on Page 2 and permitted by the Charities Commission in the wake of the Coronavirus 
pandemic which continues to constrain our activities, the Trustee Directors are furnishing the 
following comprehensive report of activities and accounts for the year to end September 2020 
for Members.

Minutes of the 2020 AGM - 22 February 2020 

WELCOME AND APOLOGIES
Andrew Marston as Chairman welcomed everyone 
to the 57th AGM of the Society, thanked all for their 
attendance and took apologies for absence.

The Minutes of the AGM held on 21st February 
2019 were proposed by Phil Vince, seconded by Dave 
Baxter and approved.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Andrew Marston referred to the hard copy of the 
report available which detailed the activities of the 
various committees and activities of  The Society over 
the year.  

In addition, he paid tribute to Liz Hulse as she 
would be stepping down from her role as a Trustee 
Director from this meeting, although he was pleased 
to report that she would continue with her Natural 
Environment Committee work.  He referred to her 
sterling service over the years, in particular the feat 
of organisation required to achieve the planting of 
135,000 bulbs over four years.     

He then referred to the chequered history of the 
Planning Committee and his admiration for two 
gentlemen in particular, who had outperformed his 
expectations with their continuing stalwart service.   
Norman Stanley and Phil Vince were therefore 
awarded Life Membership of The Society and duly 
presented with certificates.

TREASURER’S REPORT
David Watson presented the accounts for the year 
ending September 2019 and referred to the three-
year summary available in hard copy, the full accounts 
being available on the website.  

Income had dropped a little, reflecting the falling 
membership, with the bulk coming from subscriptions 
and gift aid and the rest from fundraising events.  

However, as Expenditure was also down on the 
previous year, this gave a surplus of £3,274.  Christmas 

card sales had raised £620 profit, donated to Fisher 
House, and the Quiz Night had raised £700 which 
had been donated to the War Memorial project.  

Total income for 2019 was £16,863, with 
expenditure at £13,589.  A healthy balance sheet 
showed total funds at £27,776, an increase of £3,274 
on the previous year.  Although membership had 
declined, there were signs of stability showing.  

Any donations/legacies were always appreciated 
as contributions for general wellbeing and the village.  

The approval of the Treasurer’s Report and 
accounts was proposed by Ann Smith, seconded by 
John Hulse and agreed.  

APPOINTMENTS
The appointment of West & Co Accountants as 
Independent Examiner was proposed by David 
Bower, seconded by Peter Ewin, and agreed.

Peter Ewin as President took the Chair for the 
appointment of Officers and Andrew Marston as 
Chairman, Dave Pinwell as Deputy Chairman, Maria 
Brown as Secretary and David Watson as Treasurer 
were duly re-elected.

Gavin Allen, Dave Fraley and Rachel Marston were 
elected for a three-year term of office as new Trustee 
Directors. Dave Fraley would be joining the Natural 
Environment Committee and Rachel Marston would 
be organising the rota for Library volunteers. 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Thanks and appreciation were recorded to Mike 
Humphreys for once again providing the painting for 
the Christmas cards.

Bill Bohanna was concerned that The Society 
needed to publicise what was happening in the Village 
and consulting with members.  He was assured that 
MailChimps went out regularly and members were 
asked to ensure that the Membership Secretary had 
their up to date email addresses.
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Such queries have been dealt with either by telephone 
or email and by using the little access we have to 
retrieve the necessary material from the archives in 
order to answer the particular query. 

The first exhibition of the year was Pubs & Inns 
of Knowle.  Unfortunately, again due to Covid-19 
not many people managed to see it so when we do 
eventually get back to some sort of normality, we 
shall probably run it for another few weeks.

1584 cards depicting a scene of the village library 
and painted by Mike Humphreys were printed for 
Christmas 2019.  

A profit of £608 from the sale of the cards was 
donated to the new Chemotherapy & Oncology Day 
Unit at Solihull Hospital.

Work on the updating of our ‘Guide to Knowle’ 
booklet is ongoing.

PLANNING
Despite the problems of the pandemic which 
manifested itself at the end of March in the national 
lockdown imposed by the Government, the Planning 
Committee has continued to monitor the Council 
website and consider a large number of applications 
- large, small, residential and commercial. For those 
which could be considered as having a direct impact 
on Knowle and, in particular, its Village Conservation 
Area, the relevant response to the Council has been 
made accordingly.

Such attention has also been given to those 
applications within the sphere of the Society’s 
normal operation, the Parochial Church Boundary of 
Knowle.  

This has resulted in the concerns raised by those 
applications which the Committee consider to be 
of inappropriate development, whether it be an 
extension, a full replacement or even those of any 
additional number of houses between or around 
existing properties.

The ever-increasing rights of owners to extend their 
properties under the latest Permitted Development 
rules has, unfortunately, not necessarily resulted in 
houses that maintain the street scene despite the 
Neighbourhood Forum’s valiant efforts in creating 
an appropriate policy in the adopted Neighbourhood 
Plan.

Nonetheless, the Committee looks forward to 
what will, no doubt, be a challenging year ahead with 
the new draft Local Plan, at the time of writing this 
Report, just entering its public Consultation Stage.

COMMUNITY SERVICES
The Community Services Committee continues to 
maintain close contacts with Solihull Council, the 
Police, Public Transport providers, and the Airport 
to ensure that the views of the Society are heard in 
all relevant areas. We have continued with the help of 
volunteers to undertake litter picking and maintain 
the flower beds at various points in the village.

We have also been actively involved together with 
local Councillors and Traders with the Council’s 
recent decision to change their pricing structure 
for the use of the public car parks and continue to 
monitor the resultant impact to the local economy 
of the Village.  

It is intended that this monitoring will continue 
coupled with consequent representations being made 
to the Council as necessary. We were successful again 
in raising funds to continue the maintenance of the 
Knot Garden for 2019/20.

 

LOCAL HISTORY
We continue to maintain the archives of Knowle even 
though we have had very limited access to the local 
history centre since the end of February 2020.  Due 
to Covid-19 and the lock down we have not been 
able to man the local history centre every Saturday 
morning in order to answer visitors’ queries.A
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ANNUAL REPORT       -      The Trustee Directors’ Report of the Society’s    Activities to the Charities Commission and Companies House 2020/21

Knot Garden - continuing maintenance
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NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
Planting of daffodils continued this year on a relatively 
small scale, but with stunning effects. The Scouts 
were again a great help. We are hoping the recent 
planting of bulbs in the wildflower triangle will be 
successful. We have planted a mixture of bluebells, 
snowdrops and anemones. 

In March 2020 we planted a small leaved lime 
tree (kindly supplied by SMBC) on the edge of the 
Local Nature Reserve in memory of Stella Jarman. 
The planting was followed by a very dry spell that 
necessitated regular watering for a couple of months.  

Thanks to Leighton Jones for help with this task. 
There is no plaque as we have been advised this could 
attract acts of vandalism. 

MEETINGS, SOCIAL & WALKS
While we were able to do so prior to the restrictions 
due to the Covid pandemic, the Society continued 
to run a programme of local walks with the aims 
of promoting and sharing experiences between 
Members and keeping the local footpaths open, 
while enhancing Members’ knowledge of the area of 
benefit. 

A well-supported programme of talks and walks 
was suspended in early 2020, again because of 
pandemic restrictions. A quiz to raise funds for the 
maintenance of Knowle’s historic Knot Garden and 
the refurbishment of the Library Courtyard was also 
held. 

Our involvement with arrangements for the 
switching on the Christmas Lights in the High Street 
was again well supported and widely appreciated. 

WEBSITE & NEWSLETTER
In addition to its quarterly Members’ Newsletter, the 
Society continues to make use of social media and 
direct emailing to keep Members up to date with 
Society events and other village activities. 

These took on a greater importance when 
members’ activities were curtailed by pandemic 
restrictions, particularly for those who were 
shielding. A special Newsletter pull-out feature on 
the village’s VE Day Anniversary celebrations was 
especially appreciated.

The website also included coverage of the Knowle 
playground project and a live version of the quarterly 
newsletter in lieu of the paper version where 
distribution was delayed by the pandemic restrictions.

LOVE KNOWLE PARK PROJECT
The Knowle Society is delighted to provide the 
governance for this exciting project which aims to 
substantially upgrade the playground area of Knowle 
Park. The project is administered by Alistair Innes 
and is being funded by both private and corporate 
donations. 

LIBRARY PROJECT
The pandemic has resulted in closure of the library 
for most of the year with projects on hold for the 
foreseeable future. 

MEMBERSHIP
Membership on 30th September 2020 stood at 
2,789; a reduction of 123 on the previous year, 
mostly arising from deaths or members moving away. 
Income from subscriptions was slightly down from 
last year reflecting the lower membership numbers. 

ANNUAL REPORT       -      The Trustee Directors’ Report of the Society’s    Activities to the Charities Commission and Companies House 2020/21
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Whilst bulbs were planted in ‘The Triangle’ 
earlier planting gave a colourful display

Library - closed by the pandemic
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The following is a summary of those appointments 
extended by one year:

Officers of the Society:
Chairman - Andrew Marston
Deputy Chairman - Dave Pinwell
Treasurer - David Watson
Secretary - Maria Brown

Trustee Directors Elected by the Members:
Angela Bird
Lilla Baker

Trustee Director Co-opted by the TDs:
Alistair Innes

Independent Examiner:
West and Company, Accountants, Knowle 

TDs Not Due to Stand Down in 2021:
David Bower
Janet Eržen
Rachel Marston

It has been an extraordinary year for the Society, 
with the interruption of many activities from this 

March due to the Covid-19 social restrictions. 
Fortunately, the impact on the finances has 

been minimal as much of our income is generated 
by subscriptions; the bulk having been received 
in October and November 2019. However, 
subscriptions were £399 less than 2018-19 due to 
falling numbers of members. 

Expenditure during the year fell substantially after 
March 2020 due to curtailment of social activities 
resulting in £1,675 less total expenditure for the 
year. 

Overall, this resulted in net income over 
expenditure of £3,610. This figure differs from the 
£8,688 increase in reserves shown on the summary 
sheet opposite, due to the exclusion of the Love 
Knowle Park donations income of £5,078. 

During the summer this year the Society agreed 
to provide governance for the Love Knowle Park 
project, which included managing the donations 
received for the project as a restricted fund within 
the society’s finances. 

Total donations received were £5,078 from external 
sources for the park project plus a donation from 
Knowle Society general account itself of £5,000 
(which is not shown on the summary sheet as the 
£5,000 figure appears in both income and expenses). 

Overall, the reserves on 30th September 2020 
stood at £36,464 represented by:

Knowle Society general fund  
Love Knowle Park restricted fund.       
Natural Environment restricted fund  
Sustain prize fund   

A full copy of the accounts can be accessed on the 
Knowle Society website at:

http://www.knowlesociety.org.uk/
about/report-and-accounts/

or by an email request to the email address below or 
by phoning 07962499911.

David Watson 
Hon. Treasurer 

treasurer@knowlesociety.org.uk

ANNUAL REPORT  -  Financial Report 2020/21

£17,629 
£10,078

£8,550
£207

ANNUAL REPORT  -  Extension of Appointments

As explained by Andrew Marston on Page 2, the 
impracticality of holding our planned Annual 

General Meeting in February (with social distancing 
restrictions forecast to extend until at least April) led 
the Trustee Directors at their November meeting to 
decide, as permitted by the Charity Commissioners, 
upon the cancellation of the 2021 AGM. 

In consequence, the appointments normally made 
at each AGM will be deferred to the 2022 Meeting 
and, therefore, all existing appointments will be 
extended by one year. 

Officers of the Society who would normally step 
down at each AGM  will now serve an additional year. 
One third of the Trustee Directors appointed by the 
Members step down at each AGM in rotation and this 
process will will be suspended until 2022, with each 
TD serving an additional year. 

A Trustee Director co-opted by the other TDs 
steps down at the subsequent AGM and is available 
for appointment by the Members. Alistair Innes, 
co-opted by the TDs in 2020, will be available for 
such appointment in 2022.

Leighton Jones
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Dave Fraley
Gavin Allen
Martin Warr
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Incoming Resources
Members’ Subscriptions 
Christmas Cards & Calendars sales 
Gift Aid Tax Recovered 
Bank Interest 
General Fund Donations 
Knot Garden Donations 
Love Knowle Park Donations 
Natural Environment Fund Donations 
Meetings, Visits and Social Events 
Total Incoming Resources 

Resources Expended
Meetings, Visits and Social Events 
Newsletter & Printing 
Christmas Cards & Calendars Printing 
Advertising, Membership & Gifts
Local History Centre
Christmas Expenses (Tree etc) 
Village Greens Appeal 
Knot Garden Maintenance 
Owl Project 
Phone Kiosk Maintenance 
Natural Environment Projects
New Equipment 
Donations, Planning & Website 
Accountancy 
Storage Facilities 
Governance, Trustee Meetings & Insurance 
Total Resources Expended 

Net Income (Net Expenditure where negative) 

Balance Sheet
Fixed Assets 
Total Funds 

Number of Members

ANNUAL REPORT  -  Summary of Accounts 2020/21

2018
 

11,689 
1,105 
2,357 

85 
58 

1,525 

1,100
589 

18,508 

1,283 
2,876 

456 
633 
607 

1,099 
1,650
1,525 
1,960
2,500 
1,018 

2,053 
552 
225 
694 

19,131 

-623 

NIL
24,502 

3,058

2019
 

11,208 
1,069 
2,263 

135 
298 

1,100 

790 
16,863 

978 
3,155 

481 
790 
668 
762 

1,500 

250 
549 
374

2,658 
552 

872 
13,589 

3,274 

 NIL
27,776 

2,912

2020
 

10,809
1,001
2,192

103
20

600
5,078

799
20,602

778
2,868

393
1,284

220
630

600

353
1,042

1,922
570
450
804

11,914

8,688

 NIL
36,464

2,789
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Busy Preparing a Response to the Draft Local Plan
and the Wyndley Garden Centre proposal is undecided in Planning news

Once again it seems that, during the past quarter, 
there has been no reduction in the number 

of planning applications sent to the Council. This is 
despite the virus appearing to have recently, at the 
time of writing, increased its impact here in Knowle 
although, I hope, not too seriously.

As indicated in my last Report, amongst those 
applications received during the past three months 
was that of the proposal for Wyndley Garden Centre 
to be replaced by yet another nursing home.  

It was supported by the argument that with an 
aging population, more relevant bed-spaces were 
required.  However, a check was made on the 
Council’s own figures regarding empty bed-spaces in 
Knowle. 

This indicated that there were virtually twice the 
number empty than the new bed spaces proposed by 
the Applicant although, of course, this position may 
have been affected by the pandemic.

This application is now expected to go before the 
Council’s Planning Committee in January and so, 
by the time you read this Newsletter, the result may 
well be known.

For those of you who receive our Mailchimp 
messages, you will be aware that the Council has, at 
long last, issued for consultation its final draft of the 

new Local Plan entitled ‘A plan for people and places 
where wellbeing and the environment matter’.  

The Neighbourhood Forum issued a survey for 
completion by as many residents of the Plan Area as 
possible and again, via Mailchimp, we asked you to 
do the same.

The draft Plan includes the two large sites brought 
to our attention three years ago, ie 180 homes in 
Hampton Road (the Football Club site on its south 
side and, also, land past the existing housing on its 
north side, extending to just beyond the 30mph 
speed limit on the brow of the hill) and 600 homes 
off Warwick Road on its western side running across 
to Grove Road.  

However, it must be said that considerable work 
has been carried out on both locations by the Council 
on which your planning committee is currently 
drafting its Response. This will have been submitted 
by the mid-December deadline.

Only time will tell if we have been able to make 
any positive impact to these detailed proposals but, 
be reassured, we will do our best.

Happy New Year to everyone.
Andrew Marston 

planning@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 774082

Potential new junction here, on Warwick Road below Stripes Hill, for the planned entrance to the proposed development site 

Follow the News on our Lively Facebook 
Page:      www.facebook.com/KnowleSociety
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Pershore has a rich history, represented today by 
206 entries on the English Heritage List including 

a medieval bridge and the (buried) archaeological 
remains of a limestone abbey founded circa 700AD. 
Also, of course, it sits on the banks of the Avon.

As a result, it is an ideal town to stroll around and 
enjoy on a bright winter’s day, when rural footpaths 
are too waterlogged to traverse comfortably.

The car park on King George’s Way, is the best 
place to start. Begin with a stroll beside the stream 
opposite to take in the Avon and its moored boats 
before returning across the car park to the town.

Turn right into High Street. Between here and the 
junction with Head Street there are a host of listed 
buildings. The kebab shop as you turn the corner, for 
instance, sits in an early 19th century former school 
with remnants of an earlier 17th century property.

The majority of premises passed on both sides 
until reaching the New Inn (early 1800s, with a 
stabling entrance from its days as a coaching inn) 
are listed. One of these, the lively Bar 57, occupies a 
1847 vintage former chapel that has enjoyed a long 
life as a working men’s club in the interim.

Turn into Head Street by the early 19th century 
‘The Vineyard’ and follow it until turning left into 
Newlands, with nine listings from here to the Abbey 
Park, now in sight. One of these, just beyond a pair 
of delightful cottages from the 1600s, is the Talbot 
Inn. This is believed to date from the 1500s, although 
much altered, its coaching entrance now serving as 
access to its car park.

Continue now to explore the Park, site of the former 
Abbey, and the Abbey Church, founded in the 7th 
century but replaced by the present 11th-13th 
century building. As their history is well explained by 
information boards, there is no need for details here.

Leave the Park by the footpath to the right of the 
Church and continue straight on along Broad Street, 
which sports 18 listed premises with fine Georgian 
facades facing out onto what was once a market and 
had been since medieval times.

Of the imposing buildings facing Broad Street, 
the distinctive carriage entrance in the frontage of 
Bridge House, circa 1800, marks the start of Bridge 
Street, into which you turn right. 

It seems as if the whole street is listed as far as 
the former Manor House Hotel at the edge of town. 
Its white walls, dating from the mid-19th century, 
contrast strongly with the neighbouring brickwork.

Continue from there towards the river and its old 
and present day bridges whilst noting, en route, the 
former Toll House on the right, built circa 1860.

The old crossing has been rebuilt many times 
since first recorded in 1290. Not least after it was 
destroyed in 1644 to delay a Roundhead advance. 
The present Old Bridge is a 20th century repair of an 
18th century construction. 

Finally, return to the Car Park via Bridge Street, 
tarrying a little to enjoy Pershore’s only Grade 1 
listed building at 17 Bridge Street. Built around 1860 
as a family home for Judge George Perrott, possibly 
by Robert Adam, but now used as offices.

A Day Out to View Fine Architecture by the River Avon
A walk around the host of listed heritage in the market town of Pershore

D
ay O

ut and W
alk



One thing that I have been doing is trying to encourage Members to pay their annual 
subscriptions which were due way back on 1st October.  I am glad to be able to report 
that the number of Members paying by Standing Order has increased and that quite a few 
others have sent me cheques or hand delivered them.  Unfortunately, there are still over 
600 who have not paid up, which is very disappointing.  If you are one of those, please 
make the effort to send in your subs asap.

We receive a very useful boost to our funds each year through claiming Gift Aid on the 
subscriptions of those Members who pay income tax and who have provided us with the 
required declaration.  This is available on our website at:

www.knowlesociety.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Gift-aid-declaration.pdf  
Please do this if you can, but also remember to cancel your declaration if you find yourself 
not paying Income Tax in the future.

Best wishes for a great 2021.

As stated on the front cover, subject to arrangements falling into place and technical tests, 
the Society will break new ground with three online Zoom meetings this quarter. 

Most home-working Members will already be familiar with using Zoom. However, for 
members eager to join the meetings but not having used Zoom, there are three ways to 
do it:

• Follow the instructions that the Society will broadcast via MailChimp, Facebook 
and our website. There will take you to join the meeting via your browser, eg 
GoogleChrome, Microsoft Edge. 

• Download the Zoom App to your computer, smartphone or tablet from the Zoom 
website, Apple Store or Google Play and do the test meeting offered by Zoom. Then 
wait for the meeting details to be broadcast by the Society.

• Obtain the Zoom teleconferencing details from me and dial in by telephone.                                                                                  
Dave Pinwell, 07410 099709

A Warm Welcome to our New Members
who have joined the Society since the last Newsletter

Mr & Mrs M Powles
Mr & Mrs M K Swain

Mr & Mrs G Tucker
Mr C Gallimore

Dr & Mrs Mehmi
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As I write this, the signs are good that, sometime in the New Year, things will improve.  We 
can but hope and ‘Take Care’.  We are very sorry that we have not been able to provide our 
programme of meetings and walks this year, as we have previously, but we will be looking 
forward to doing so again later in the year.  In the meantime, we are busy keeping things 
on track and the Society in good health.  

I am glad to be able to report that the Membership numbers are holding up and we 
welcome these new Members:


