
The pizza and ice creams were 
bustling and the project team 

were kept busy explaining the plan 
in the gazebo when the Playground 
Project was exhibited in the park 
under sunny September skies. 

An estimated 250 to 300 people 
came to look at the exhibition boards 
and talk to team members about 
the plan to replace and improve the 
existing equipment and better meet 
the needs of local families. 

When one of our members, 
Alistair Innes, came up with the 
idea, sounded out others and found 
support, the Society decided to give 
its full backing and resources to help 
make it a success.

Both a community survey and 
the response to the ‘Pizza in the 
Park’ event have indicated an 
enthusiasm for the project across our 
community. Now we need we raise 
the money and get on with the work. 

As the Newsletter goes to press, 
there is already over £10,000 in the 
project bank account and a bid for 
£35,000 from the Neighbourhood 
Community Infrastructure Fund has 
just been submitted.

(More details on pages 5 to 7)
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NEWSLETTER   

A Fine Day Draws the Crowd to ‘Pizza in the Park’

Regrettably the Events Diary continues to be suspended.

The Society’s Meetings programme has been suspended until the end of December, at least, and very possibly until 
March as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic. The situation is being kept under review and the programme will 
re-start when it is judged that it is safe to do so. 

The Walks programme is also suspended. It is considered unlikely that Boxing Day Walk will take place this year. An 
announcement will be made via our MailChimp and Facebook channels should that change.

If you are not currently included in MailChimp news circulation by email, why not keep up to date by sending your 
email address to membership@knowlesociety.org.uk and ask to be added.

Events Diary Suspended

Interested families review the exhibition boards at ‘Pizza in the Park’
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Thanks to our Village Shops for ‘Business Not as Usual’   
Andrew Marston reflects on an untimely return to Knowle from a rural break

Having just returned from a short holiday in the 
wilds of Dorset, as I write, my wife Sue and 

I are faced with the latest and most unfortunate 
Coronavirus-impact reduction measures, restricting 
our ability to meet family and friends ‘at home’.

The higher number of tests carried out each day 
coupled with the increased freedom of movement for 
everybody, with its consequent increase in person-to-
person contact, was bound to have had some impact 
here in Knowle.  

We found a marked difference in Dorset where 
the relatively low population seems ‘spread-out’ 
when compared with that of Solihull. This impression 
of a dense population here must be the consequence 
of everyone being contained in a smaller area.   

The impression of this ‘Dorset-impact’, given 
by the locals to us at least, was, on the surface, a 
somewhat ‘cavalier’ approach to life generally. I 
would not suggest for one minute, however, that we 
should all ‘up-sticks’ and move away. 

Rather, with care taken by everyone, I am quite 
confident that eventually – although just how long it 
will actually take, we have no idea – we will return to 
some form of normality once more.

Consequently, the recent and slowly increasing 
number of people who are about the village day-by-
day whilst using the shops is indeed a most welcome 
sight.  

Therefore, I hope you will join with me to offer 
thanks to all those traders who have been opening 
their businesses whilst, as necessary, also adapting 
their approach to optimise their ability to trade in 
these uncertain times.

The re-opening of our schools has added to this 
impression of ‘business’, if not quite ‘as usual’, and is 
also helping to give a sense of normality to our lives 
at present.

These positive approaches to the challenge faced 
by us all are most welcome. I think this demonstrates 
that, by far, hope has not been lost in the village of 
Knowle. 

This is especially so when we see everyone coming 
together as a whole, looking to see a continuation of 
the increasing optimism that is around us at this time.

Stay safe.
Andrew Marston

chairman@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 774082

  Rural Dorset - sparse population makes a difference
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We had thought to cancel Christmas cards this year as the charity Christmas Card shop will not be open in 
the library where we normally sell them, and it did not sit right somehow, selling ‘Happy Christmas’ cards 
when there was so much sadness abounding. 

However, on reflection we thought  that if Mike, the artist, could paint a nice simple picture of the church 
with no Christmas adornment and just a simple message inside like ‘Greetings from Knowle’ that would be a 
good alternative and hopefully, would not upset anyone.  Also of course, without Christmas greetings on, it 
could be used all through the year as a greetings card, birthday card, letter card and so on.

As ever, Mike has come up trumps and painted a really lovely inviting picture of the church.
.

  

We are delighted that Karen at Indigo Art Gallery on the High Street, just across the zebra crossing outside 
One Stop) has agreed to sell them for us. 

They will be on sale, over the counter at Indigo, 10am to 4pm, Tuesday to Saturday from Saturday 14th 
October, hopefully at the same price as last year £3.50 per six cards.  Proceeds will go to the same charity as 
last year, The Day Care ward for cancer treatment at Solihull Hospital.

We hope you will agree with our decision to go ahead and that Mike’s painting is exactly right for 2020.
Janet Eržen

PS:  Even if you do not need any cards but have not been into Indigo Art Gallery yet, do go in to have a look around.  

You will receive a warm welcome from Karen and it is well worth having a browse at your leisure.

Greetings Cards for 2020/21 on Sale from 17th October              



THE KNOWLE SOCIETY

4

Winning on Litter but Planning for Village Tidy Ups
and other Community Services news

PARK & TIDY UPS 
The park has been well used by all generations in 
recent months with most clearing up their litter and 
putting in the bin. Amey, Solihull Council’s contractor 
for waste collection, has been reliable with regular 
bin emptying and their team tells me that our park is 
one of the best in this respect. 

I should like too to mention some of my fellow 
dog walkers and others who, along with myself, 
also tidy up after those who leave bottles and cans 
lying about. It all helps.

Let us hope that by the time you receive this 
newsletter we have once again been able to start 
undertaking some physical community activities 
with volunteers meeting up.  

The precinct flower beds need an autumn trim 
and tidy up, which we can do along with some 
litter-picking. Of course, when we do, we shall 
abide by Covid19 guidelines by being outside and 
ensuring social distancing. 
This will also build on the other voluntary help and 
community spirit which has been shown to others 
in recent times, much of it through social media. 

AIRPORT
Times are tough for aviation at present as you will 
know. Our Airport Consultative Committee meetings 
have become virtual as a result of the pandemic. 

The next meeting will have been held in mid 
September (after this issue has gone to print). Some 
flights are now taking off again, so if you are planning 
to take a flight, do so from Birmingham if you can.

PARKING & TRAFFIC FLOW  
Some of the local issues regarding parking and traffic 
flow restrictions which have been due for attention 
were put on hold during the lockdown. 

At the time of writing I understand that reviewing 
these for possible action will commence soon. 
Meanwhile, it is a case of ‘watch this space’.

POLICE  
CPSO Aktar Alishah tells me that crime in our area 
continues to appear to be low, although no figures are 
available at present. He also advises:

• that vehicles and property should be secured in 
order to make them less tempting to criminals 
by making sure that alarms are on and/or having 
a light on in the house whilst you are out and by 
not leaving insecure cars unattended.

• that residents should be alert to the risk of 
people trying to scam them out of money by 
pretending to call from a bank and asking for 
money or telling them to transfer money ‘to a 
safe account’.

I also met three PCs walking round the park and 
the village. They told me that had taken action on a 
previous visit to make an individual clear up small 
metal drug (nitrous oxide) canisters, left behind by 
users.  

I had noticed some around the park, though until 
that conversation, was not sure what they were! 

Lilla Baker
communityservices@knowlesociety.org.uk

Knowle 739073Li
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  Knowle Park - growing problem with spent nitrous oxide cannisters
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T he playground in Knowle Park is no longer 
matched to need, as our project manager, 

Alistair Innes, explains overleaf. As a result, the 
Society has committed to lead the project to replace 
and expand it with new equipment.

Some might be asking whether, if an overhaul 
is needed, the Council should do it. However, our 
Council, and others across the country, have faced 
significant unexpected costs in dealing with Covid-19. 

In June, the Director of Resources reported to 
the Council’s Cabinet that the estimated unplanned 
expenditure resulting from the pandemic in 2020/21 
would be £18.2 million.

So, is it reasonable to expect the community to 
put our hands in our pockets to contribute to a new, 
improved children’s playground?  

We might consider it this way. Where there is 
a Parish Council in Solihull, that might take a lead 
in such a project. Those resident in such areas pay 
between £25 and £85 per annum as a supplement to 
their rates bill (f they live in a Band D property) to 
fund the Parish Council.

As Knowle has no Parish Council,  if the community 
makes a local project a priority it might be considered 
reasonable to invite households to voluntarily make a 
donation, when those in many other areas have no 
choice but to pay for supplementary services and 
facilities.

As can be seen in the Fundraising Plan overleaf, 
the target is to raise just a third of money from 
community sources. The rest would come from 
business sponsorship and Council contributions.

We hope that the £35K bid mentioned on the 
cover will soon be added to the £10K which has 
already been raised. 

If you would like to give a donation for the project, 
please scan the QR Code below, or go to www.
knowlesociety.org.uk/playground. 

Please give generously to contribute to the 
provision of good play facilities for our local 
youngsters.   

Playground Project

THE PLAYGROUND PROJECT
“Play is an essential part of every child’s life – vital to his or her development. It is the way that 
children explore for themselves the world around them; the way that they naturally develop 
understanding and practise skills. Play is essential for healthy physical and emotional growth, for 
intellectual and educational development, and for acquiring social and behavioural skills.”

Charter for Children’s Play, Play England

Alistair Innes and Leighton Jones with the £35K bid

THE PROJECT PLAN
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In Conversation ... with Alistair Innes, Project Manager
Dave Pinwell talks to the driving force behind the Playground project
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Alistair, you have been a member of the 
Society for some time, and now we have 
welcomed you as a Trustee Director so that 
we can support you with the Playground 
project.
Yes, I have been working on the project for a few 
months, but it is a major project and needs a team 
approach and an infrastructure to deliver it and I am 
delighted that the Society has agreed to get behind it.

I will continue to manage the project, but it is great 
to have the burden of accounting for the finances, 
arranging insurance etc looked after by others. I 
really appreciate having some of the experienced 
assistance that the Society is able to provide.

Why is project needed?
Firstly, the existing equipment and surfaces need an 
upgrade to address the wear and tear suffered over 
the years since they were installed. 

Secondly, the current playground meets the needs 
of two to ten year old children and there is a desperate 
need to provide for those of secondary school age. 

Thirdly, Knowle has grown since the playground 
was installed and will grow further. The Park facilities 
need to expand to meet demand.

Who else is involved?
We have a core team made up of myself and two 
other local parents who lead the project and we are 
supported by Trustees in the Knowle Society as well 
as other village organisations such as Visit Knowle, 
the Lions and Round Table.

Has the response been positive? 
Yes, I have been delighted by the response. The 
survey that I published to establish people’s thoughts 
had 636 responses and to get between 250 and 300 
visitors to the tent at our community engagement 
event was an outstanding result.

There is definitely a great deal of enthusiasm in 
the community for what we are planning to do. A 
significant number of people have mentioned how 
badly the playground in Knowle compares with 
Bentley Heath Recreation Ground, for instance.

And you have our MP’s support as well? 
That is really encouraging. Saqib Bhatti has met us in 
the park to discuss the project twice.  There is a video 
of a conversation with me on his official Facebook 
Page and he has sent a formal letter of support. Our 
three councillors have also confirmed their support, 
so we really have some momentum behind us.

THE FUNDRAISING PLAN

The whole project will cost £150K to £180K.  
Phase One will cost £65K, of which £10K has 
already been raised. Here is the overall plan:
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THE VISION
The team is in conversation with potential providers of equipment. These have listened to the vision, based 
on the feedback from the community about what parents would like see as the new and improved playground 
facilities the park. One of these companies has generated the concept proposal below to illustrate what can 
be achieved.

Exploring and Imagining the Vision for the Project
A conceptual illustration for the equipment that might be supplied

How can Society members help? 
By fundraising!  Our strategy is to seek equal shares 
of funding from the council, businesses and the 
community. However, we very much want to see the 
community lead with giving.  We have an opportunity 
to do something really special for Knowle and I would 
love to see as many people as possible stand with us 
and generously give to this project.

Tell us a bit about yourself, were you born 
locally? 
I was born in Gloucester, but grew up in Solihull with 
my family.  I joined Land Rover as an engineering 
apprentice in 1998 and 22 years later I am still 
with JLR working as an Information Manager for 
the Manufacturing Engineering department. My 
wife and I moved to Knowle in 2010 and now have 
two young children The older one is in Year Two in 
Knowle School.

Do you see yourself staying in Knowle? 
Knowle is a very special place to live being on the edge 
of the local towns and city but near the countryside.  
My children have access to good schools and have 
made friends in the area.  

Even though Knowle is a large village I love that it 
still retains a strong sense of community and we are 
looking forward to playing our part for many years 
to come.

Finally, what would you say to our readers? 
I would say in our current situation, living with 
Covid and the difficulties it brings, let’s maintain a 
forward positive focus, invest in our community and 
do something amazing for our families.

Thank you, Alistair. This is an excellent 
project and I am confident that it will be a 
great success.
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Self-Guided Walks Launched for Heritage Weekend
Two leaflets with routes around Knowle’s landmark buildings 
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W ith the Society’s walks programme at a 
standstill but local folk walking more than 

ever in the area, it seemed a good idea to publish 
a couple of walks that covered some of our host of 
‘Places of Interest’.

At the same time, Heritage Weekend was coming 
up, but local buildings that would often throw open 
their doors could not do so. For example, the narrow 
stairs of the church tower meant a decision not to 
open it for visits this year did not take long to make!

So, we joined forces with Visit Knowle to make 
a big splash with something folk could do ‘socially 
distanced’- follow a Heritage Walk route as a ‘bubble’.

We launched two walk leaflets, with maps and 
descriptions of places to look out for en route, on 
Saturday 19 September from a gazebo outside the 
Guild House for Heritage Weekend.  

The first walk has a straightforward route, down 
one side of the High Street and back up the other, 
with a short extension down the Warwick Road to 
the cottages beyond the Legion. The second leads 
across the Children’s Field, down Kixley Lane, along 
the canal to the locks and back up Kenilworth Road.

Because both organisations had promoted the 
event through social media, there was significant 
interest. An estimated 110 copies of each walk were 
collected on the day. Our MP, Saqib Bhatti, collected 
copies before setting out along the High Street.  Some 
others followed the online versions that we launched 
on the same day.

They have proved easy to follow and have been very 
well received. Even long term Knowle residents 
were saying that they had seen things they had never 
noticed before.

The online versions are available at www.
knowlesociety.org.uk/knowle-heritage-walks.

If you would like copies of the leaflets, contact me 
and I will drop them through your letterbox when I 
am passing.

Dave Pinwell
07410 099709

newsletter@knowlesociety.org.uk

T he Library has only partially re-opened post 
Lockdown as we write this, and the Local 

History Centre remains unable to operate. 
As a result we have been unable to refresh our 

exhibitions and provide access to them in the usual 
manner. So, taking a lead from so many during the 
pandemic, we are going online. 

Heritage Weekend saw the launch of the first 
‘episode’ of a three part video exhibition about the 
Wilson Arms or, perhaps, the Rising Sun, as it was 
originally known.

Take a look and find out more about this building 
that is far older and traditional in its construction than 
it appears from the outside. Hear the recollection of 
former landlady, Nellie Court, and find out about the 
coat of arms over the door.

You can find it at www.knowlesociety.org.uk/
online-exhibition-video-for-heritage-weekend. Wilson Arms

First Online Exhibition Now Available to View

Saqib Bhatti MP collects copies from Dave Pinwell
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Monitoring for Potential Over-Provision of Care Homes 
And working with the Neighbourhood Forum in Planning Committee News

T his past quarter, despite the virus, has seen our 
Committee retaining a close watch on planning 

applications which have been received by the Council. 
As a result, we have all been kept very busy.

One worrying point is that the Council planners 
have a high level of individual workloads. Thus, those 
officers are also all extremely busy.  Although we are 
a non-statutory body, we do appreciate their various 
acknowledgements of our submissions to them, even 
if they disagree with our views.

We continue to work with the Neighbourhood 
Forum, which is a statutory body and is responsible 
for neighbourhood policies in the Plan Area and 
their maintenance. It therefore takes the view, quite 
correctly, that it does not necessarily comment on 
individual applications.  

However, for those applications which have a 
broader impact on local residents, such as the loss 
of commercial space for housing in village centres 
or the apparent burgeoning of new, and larger, masts 
to ever ‘improve’ reception for mobile phones, the 
Forum considers each application on its merits. 

As a matter of interest, mast applications are, 
unfortunately, full of technical jargon which make it 
difficult to produce a sustainable recommendation.

In instances such as these, where we and the 
Forum have submitted our written responses to an 
application, we give precedence to the Forum should 
it be necessary to speak when it is considered at a 
Council Planning Committee meeting. 

A matter that currently appears to be an ever-
increasing concern is the provision of care homes 
– or, as at the present, too much provision.  The 
developers of such schemes continue to put forward 
applications to provide still more care beds. Yet, as 
the opportunities for adequately sized sites within 

the existing settlement boundaries diminish, their 
attention turns to Green Belt locations.  

We recently looked at such an application for a 
large nursing home on farming land in Dorridge.  

We do not usually consider such applications 
beyond the Knowle Parish boundary. However, we 
noted that the Council planners would consider all 
existing homes within the Ward boundary relative 
to, but not limited to, occupancy rates, provision of 
medical care and staff availability. 

It was our view that there would be an adverse 
impact on the existing care homes in Knowle.  Our 
concerns included that this application, alleging 
inadequate existing provision, did not make a clear 
case. 

Although additional employment was being 
provided, the applicant was unable to demonstrate 
it would be sourced by local people. The developer 
eventually withdrew its application. 

Unfortunately, we now are expecting another 
application for a multi-building scheme for a large 
number of care beds which involves the loss of a 
long-standing and well-used garden centre/nursery 
in Knowle which does rely on the provision of 
employment from local people.

Finally, the news from the Council is that, by the 
time you read this, a period of public consultation on 
Solihull’s Deposit Draft Local Plan may be about to 
commence. Subject to consideration at a Full Council 
on 6th October, the Plan would proceed to the next 
stage and the start date for a six week counsultation 
period would be announced.

Now that’s a treat to which I look forward!
Andrew Marston

planning@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 774082

Long-standing and well-used Garden Centre to be lost?

A
ndrew
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arston, Planning
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A Day Out From Knowle - Croome Park, near Pershore 
A visit to a park rich with listed buildings and fine landscaping
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For a post-lockdown day out, what could be 
better, on a sunny Autumn day, than an expansive 

parkland with a delightfully scenic river and lake 
and some striking architecture to look at - whilst 
restricted entry arrangements mean that there are 
never crowds to be dodged.

The National Trust has gone to great pains to open 
its estates in a secure manner and Croome Park, near 
Worcester, one of its most popular properties, was 
reopened in the summer. All visitors must currently 
pre-book from the pool of limited entrance tickets, 
free for members and a much reduced entrance fee 
of a tenner for non-members.

The park is readily found by following the brown 
road signs from the B4084 at Pershore, a left turn 
from Junction 7 of the M5. 

You know you have reached your destination when 
faced with a sharp right-hand bend at the former 
main entrance, the imposing London Arch, which is 
Grade 1 listed and was designed by Robert Adam.

A redesign of an existing mansion and the laying 
out of its parkland are famed for being the first of 
‘Capability’ Brown’s many landscaping ventures as 
well as the first of his few forays into architectural 
work. The much vaunted result is the outcome of a 
commission by the 6th Earl of Coventry in the mid-
18th century.

The Grade I listed house, Croome Court, is closed 
at the time of going to print but its façade can be 
appreciated from around the park, as can so many of 
the features that provide interest at every turn.

Also Grade I listed, and also the work of ‘Capability’ 
Brown, St Mary Magdalene Church sits high above 
the park. It has commanding views, reaching as far as 
the Malvern Hill on clearer days. 

The Temple Greenhouse, another Grade I listing, 
looks across the parkland to the mansion from its 
magnificent, Robert Adam designed, six columned 
portico. It was built to accommodate the Earl’s 
collection of exotic flora.

The bridges are another feature of Croome. The 
‘figure-of-eight’, most highly trodden route around 
the park crosses itself by taking the walker both 
under and over the Grade II listed Dry Arch Bridge. 
Why make paths meet when you can create an 18th 
century flyover?

The wooden Chinese Bridge, crossing Brown’s 
one and a half mile long artificial river, however, is 
a reconstruction. It opened in 2015 and faithfully 
reproduced the long-lost original which had been 
designed by William Halfpenny.

Add in the waterside strolls, the wildlife, the 
tearoom, the ancient warplane that recollects 
Croome’s war-time role as RAF Drifford and the 
tearoom for refreshments, and there is much to take 
in and appreciate in a day out to Croome.

This is particularly true in autumn, The turning of 
the leaves brings Croome alive with a rich tapestry of 
seasonal colour, mixing flaming reds, vibrant oranges 
and golden yellows, especially when these are also 
reflected back from still waters, mixed with sky blue, 
on a calm and clear day.

Croome Court and ‘Capability’ Brown’s artificial river viewed from the Park
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Now that we can walk in the countryside again, 
here is a particularly delightful walk from 

Lapworth Church with optional lengths, two, two 
and a half or three miles. For the three mile option, 
there is an alternative start point at the Boot Inn.

Lapworth Church is on Church Lane, a right turn 
from the B4439, Hockley Heath to Hatton Road. The 
Church Car Park, reached via a left turn into Tapster 
Lane just before the building, is available for use by 
walkers except on Sundays. [Those starting at the Boot 
should park at the back of the Car Park where there is an 
access to the canal towpath.]

Leave the car park via the vehicular entrance, 
opposite which a stile leads to a well trodden, easy 
to follow footpath. As this then leads through three 
metal gates, it passes across one field, dips through a 
wooded area and on through two further fields. 

Entering the second of these fields you will see 
a further gate into the corner of Lapworth Cricket 
Club’s ground ahead of you. From this, the path leads 
around the edge of the ground to a further gate, 
almost adjacent to the pavilion opposite.

From here, the path follows the right edge of two 
further fields before leading out onto the B4439 
adjacent to its bridge over the Stratford-upon-Avon 
Canal. Turn left here. [Those doing just two miles can 
turn left again onto the canal towpath.]

Those continuing should cross the bridge and the 
main road into Packwood Lane and then right into 

what a sign says is a ‘Private Road’ but is also a public 
footpath. After a sharp right turn where the tarmac 
runs out, this leads eventually to a point where the 
towpath crosses the canal beside a delightful cottage. 
[Those doing just two and a half miles can cross the bridge 
and turn back up the towpath here.]

Those continuing to the Boot, or the adjacent Canal 
Shop/Café (closed Fridays) for a refreshment break 
will find it a pleasant stroll down past a sequence of 
locks before returning to this point.

On the return leg, the towpath is followed for 
quite a distance. It crosses the canal to the right hand 
side by the Cricket Club, passes under Church Lane 
and eventually, as it commences a bend to the left, 
you will come to a drawbridge that lifts to allow 
boats through. 

Cross the drawbridge and follow the track through 
the farmyard to the metal gate beyond. From here a 
well defined path leads through further gates in the 
direction of a red brick building on the distant hill.  

As you lose sight of this, continue straight on 
through two more gates and fields, keeping the hedge 
on your left, until you reach a gate in it with a view 
the church spire beyond. Cross the bridge here and 
proceed up and over the hill beyond and then over a 
stile and up another bank to Church Lane. 

Cross the lane and go through the gates just off to 
the right to pass through the churchyard and return 
to the car park.  

An Autumn Fields, Cottages, Locks and Bridges Stroll 
A highlight packed route taking in the Grade I Listed Lapworth Church 

Local W
alk
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The Knowle Society 

We have over 2800 members; 
can you encourage your 
friends and neighbours to 
join too? This may be done 
either by contacting the 
Membership Secretary or 
through an application 
form on our website (address 
below).

Established to maintain the 
character of the Village.

Website and Social 
Media: 

www.knowlesociety.org.uk

www.facebook.com/ 
           KnowleSociety

Membership:
Leighton Jones
23 Newton Road, Knowle
B93 9HL
01564 773894
membership@
knowlesociety.org.uk

In this issue
1. Pizza in the Park
2. From the Chairman
3. Greetings Cards
4.  Community Services
5 - 7. Playground Project
8. Heritage Walks
9. Planning
10. Day Out - Croome Park
11. Walk - Lapworth
12. Membership
12. Cobbles 

The Knowle Society is a
company limited by 
guarantee, registered 
number 05514023. 
Registered Charity 
number 1111085.

As I write this, we are hoping that the Newsletter distribution will work as well as it does 
in ‘normal’ times.  My thanks to the distributors who coped with the restrictions and 
delivered the previous two editions.  Some of them, though, might still be cautious about 
calling to collect your subscription if you don’t pay by Standing Order.  

In this case you will have had a letter from me asking you to send me a cheque or to pay 
your subscription online.  If you do the latter, please let me know, preferably by email to 
the address below, so that I can update your records.  It would help everyone if you would 
pay by Standing Order if you don’t already.  Please get in touch if you would like to do this.

My thanks to everyone who paid their subscriptions for the 2019/20 year, there are 
fewer than 1% still to pay which, in the circumstances, is magnificent.

Leighton Jones,
membership@knowlesociety.org.uk

Knowle 773894

I hope that as this report reaches you are feeling somewhat happier about the situation we 
have all been through since the early part of this year and that you and yours are all well.  

We are very pleased to welcome these new Members since the last Newsletter:-

A Very Warm Welcome to our New Members
and other Membership and Distribution matters

Many locals (and a few from further 
afield) were extremely disappointed 
when the Saturday morning café 
run by the congregation of Knowle 
Church had to close at the beginning of 
Lockdown. Over more than ten years it 
had been a valuable asset for everyone, 
especially those living on their own, to 
meet friends and strike up conversation 
with strangers while feasting on the 
magnificent cakes on offer – what 
difficult choices had to be made.

With the problem of maintaining social distancing in the Guild House we thought it 
might never start up again this year. Imagine then the delight when it was announced that it 
was to resume in the middle of August. It would not be the same, but perhaps it has turned 
out to be better, if that were possible. Instead of squeezing into the Guild House we were 
able to spread out in the peaceful surroundings of the Churchyard. 

Queuing was no problem, we were all used to that, as we were to hand sanitizing and 
recording our names. Masks and visors worn by the volunteers were very reasonable 
precautions, but it was not all different. The drinks and cakes were just as good, brought to 
our table by someone who must have walked miles to and from the kitchen. Thankfully, the 
weather has been good since Cobbles resumed. That cannot continue of course, so by the 
time you read this it may have closed for the year. We will just look forward to its return.

Leighton Jones

Cobbles Comeback Commended


