THE ROUTE

KNOWLE
HERITAGE WALK
No 2
COTTAGES & LOCKS

DIRECTIONS
Begin the walk at the door of Knowle Parish Church. Turn towards the rear churchyard and go straight across
the ‘crossroads’ in the paths to follow the one that leads through the centre of the churchyard to the far hedge.
Then, turn right onto the path between the hedge and the shrubbery. This leads into the Childrens’ Field. Walk
directly across this, following the hedge to your left, to exit, turning left this time, onto Kixley Lane.
After a third of a mile along Kixley Lane, you will reach a canal bridge. After crossing it, turn through the gap
in the hedge on the right which leads down to the towpath. Turn left there and walk along the tranquil canal for
half a mile to reach and explore Knowle Locks.
From the locks turn back up the towpath and leave via the path that leads up to the bridge, which you passed
underneath previousl, just beyond the boatyard. Turn left along Kenilworth Road to return to the Church.

A one and a half mile stroll
through local history.
A host of listed and heritage
buildings and a fascinating historic
flight of canal locks.

The Cottage - Originally a pair of cottages, also from
the canal building years, now modernised and combined
into one.

The Cottages - Sideways on to Kenilworth Road, but
perhaps facing the former market square, nos 62 to 70
were built early in the 1800s.

Bridge 72, Grand Union Canal - Once the site of a
bustling wharf for goods, particularly coal, to be unloaded
for transfer up the lane to the village. A few indications
of the old wharf can still be seen on the towpath.

Golden End House - No 45 Kenilworth Road is a timber
framed former farmhouse with an Edwardian frontage.

Knowle Locks - A flight of six locks came into use here
in 1799. Reconstructed as six wider locks in the 1930s,
side ponds were added as a water saving innovation,
and are an interesting feature. They were unpopular
with boatmen, because they doubled the work of passing
through locks.

PLACES OF INTEREST
Parish Church - Grade I listed, the Church was
consecrated in 1403 and retains many of its early
features, although it has been extended at least three
times and the interior was extensively restored in 1860.
The northern, white sandstone, face is the oldest part of
the exterior. More information can be found in the porch.

Yew Tree Farm - Currently being refurbished,
the farmhouse itself was built in about 1900 but its
outbuildings are believed to date from the building of the
nearby canal in the late 1700s.
Far End - A private house for much of the last century,
and subsequently a guest house, this was once the Kixley
Tavern. It provided for the navvies, building the Grand
Union Canal beyond, and after that for boatmen (or
bargees) plying the waterway with their cargo.

29 to 33 Kenilworth Road - these three properties
were once just one, dating from the 16th century and
timber framed, but with an added Georgian frontage.
15 to 19 Kenilworth Road - the rich history of this
building began with its life as the Bull’s Head Inn. It was
divided into three in 1935. No 19 became Knowle Police
Station, with the Sergeant living at no 17, whilst no 15 was
a shop and off licence. The plaque on the wall records
their completion at the time of the Queen’s Jubilee.
3 Kenilworth Road - was for a good many years the
schoolmaster’s house for the adjacent school.
Paterson Court - With the distinctive frontage of an
old school building, this was converted and extended
in 1979, by the Royal British Legion, to a new life as
sheltered accommodation. Originally built in 1871 (at
a cost of just over £500!) by Knowle United Charities, it
was the village school until 1968.

The Childrens’ Field - This open space was transferred
into the ownership of the (then 15 year old) National Trust
in 1910, by the then Vicar, Revd Canon T W Downing, on
condition that it be used as, and remain, a recreation
ground for the children of the village.
Knowle CofE Primary School - The school was built in
1966 and opened in 1968 to replace the old school house
which is the final stop on this walk.

The Old Barn House - It is easier to see the former
life of no 43 Kenilworth Road as a barn by turning
briefly into Kixley Lane to see its longer facade there.

Manor House - This Grade II listed building, originally
the lodge of Knowle Hall, home to the Lord of the Manor,
dates from the late 16th century. Leaded light windows
to the front, added during alterations circa 1900, are
embellished with two seals from Westminster Abbey.
Golden End Cottage - This fine Grade II listed cottage,
no 49 Kenilworth Road, dates from the late 16th century
and was at one time the village forge.
Black and White Cottages - Eight of nos 72 to 98
Kenilworth Road are Grade II listed and date from the
16th and 17th centuries. Their front gardens comprise
what is thought to have once been a market square.

