
Five years ago, local resident 
and Society member, Dr Irvine 

Stuart, had the idea that, by the time 
of the Armistice Centennial, in 2018,  
our area should have a more suitable 
and permanent War Memorial. He 
tells how this vision was realised:

It all began with Sainsbury’s. Back 
in 2014/15, numerous proposals 
for the development of Dorridge 
Precinct were dividing the village. 

Almost as a footnote, the plans 
included the transfer, with slight 
enhancement, of the original modest 
war memorial to a different site, on 
the main pedestrian access ramp to 
the new store. 

With the Armistice Centennial 
looming, this perhaps seemed a 
missed opportunity to construct an 
enhanced Dorridge War Memorial, 
on an appropriate scale, possibly 
using a more sympathetic location.

Initial approaches in Dorridge 
received limited enthusiasm. With 
the centennial clock ticking, I wrote 
to The Knowle Society, triggering a 
warmer response, particularly from 
Bill Bohanna.

(continued on page 3)

Volume 57 Issue 4 OCTOBER 2019

NEWSLETTER   

Restoring the War Memorial - the Full Story
Social Evening - Quiz Night with Fish’n’Chip Supper
Members and guests only, a small charge will be made
Remembrance Parade in Knowle
starting from the Royal British Legion
George Eliot
David Paterson
Grand Switch On of the Village Christmas Lights 
with Father Christmas, followed by Knowle Late Night Shopping 
Traditional Boxing Day Walk 
Mince pies & mulled wine served on the route
To be confirmed
Ian Kay

Monday October 14th
7.30pm in the Village Hall 
Sunday November 10th
for 11.00am at the Parish Church
Monday November 18th
8.00pm in the Village Hall
Wednesday November 27th
4.00pm outside the Guild House
Thursday December 26th
11.00am, meet at the Guild House
Monday January 20th
8.00pm in the Village Hall

   
Ev

en
ts

 D
ia

ry



THE KNOWLE SOCIETY

2

Fr
om

 th
e 

C
ha

ir
m

an
Will We Have Any Change for the Telephone Box?   
Andrew Marston reflects on the best use for a village landmark

Following my recent return from a short break in 
south Devon, whilst preparing myself to write 

this article, I suddenly realised that I am now half-
way through my tenure as Chairman.  

During the past eighteen months I have seen in 
Knowle and its immediate environs both good, and 
in some instances, bad changes taking place, which 
have been relevant to the consequent activities of this 
Society.  

However, I wonder just how many of these changes 
have actually affected us in what we do or think about 
from day to day.  

The Society has been able to maintain a reasonably 
stable membership during this period with some 
leaving us but replaced by new members taking their 
place – my thanks to all.  

Yet, in the meantime, this continuing change keeps 
me alert as to any future activity The Society should 
wish to consider in maintaining its stated role in the 
Village.

Consequently, we are currently considering, 
amongst other items in the community, the High 
Street phone box.  This was recently re-painted the 
proscribed colour of red and, whilst this improved its 
appearance, it still stands empty at present. 

It is hoped that this situation will soon change as we 
have an idea for using it to promote future activities. 
However, should anyone have another idea, please do 
let me know.

Andrew Marston
chairman@knowlesociety.org.uk

Knowle 774082
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Bringing the Village War Memorial Back to Life and Use
Dr Irvine Stuart reflects on the realisation of his idea now it is completed

(continued from page 1)
Bill shared my wish to identify every local casualty, 
and then find a way of inscribing each name on 
a suitable public memorial, within the Knowle/
Dorridge/Bentley Heath community, in time for 
Remembrance Sunday 2018, the Centennial.

Every project needs a committee. It was gratifying 
to observe co-operation between the three principal 
interests: Knowle Royal British Legion, Knowle 
Parish Church and Knowle Society, in particular the 
Local History Section. Others involved were Solihull 
Council and several individuals who offered time, 
expertise and financial support without recompense.

Lying at the heart of this initiative was a slender 
column of unusual sandstone, adjacent to the main 
footpath to the church entrance, almost obscured by 
shrubbery, and unknown to many residents. 

This simple memorial had been chosen by a village 
shaken by a global conflict of unprecedented ferocity, 
claiming the lives of almost one hundred local young 
men, the fittest of their generation. 

Across the nation, in thousands of towns and cities, 
similar memorials were rapidly appearing, funded 
by public contributions, but with no clear design 
masterplan. This was in contrast to the nationally 
funded construction of military cemeteries and 
memorials by the Imperial War Graves Commission, 
a remarkable organisation chaired by the equally 
remarkable Sir Fabian Ware. 

Ware realised at an early stage, whilst working in 
France with the Red Cross, that the scale of loss made 
the repatriation of remains simply impossible. He 
encountered considerable opposition, but prevailed. 
His biography is both fascinating and moving.

Thus, graves would be created where the men had 
fought and died together; battlefield crosses were 
later replaced by those astonishing formal military 

cemeteries that we all recognise. Meanwhile, names 
were being inscribed on memorials all over our 
country, or sometimes on plaques mounted, usually, 
within parish churches, as with The Soldier’s Chapel 
in Knowle. Many schools, stunned by the years of 
slaughter, displayed casualty lists – Eton College lost 
over a thousand young men, the equivalent of an 
entire infantry battalion.

Our objectives were to create an accurate master 
list of all casualties since 1914; to preserve and modify 
the existing memorial such that all those names could 
be incorporated; and to create ceremonial access to it 
at times of remembrance. Our overarching ethos was 
enduring respect for the fallen. 

The result, in the first photograph, after almost 
two years of effort, is what we have today: an 
enlarged stone platform; three embedded plinths in 
matching stone bearing 130 names; oak gates leading 
directly to the memorial, dispensing with the former 
temporary cenotaph; and enhanced footpath lighting.   

Future plans might include restoration of the old 
brick wall; upgraded floodlighting; and sensitive tree 
surgery to the huge canopy that overhangs the site.

Despite setbacks and problems, we were finally 
able to hold the rededication ceremony on 04 
November 2018. Yes, to paraphrase Wellington, it 
was indeed “a close-run thing”… The new Centennial 
Gates were installed six months later.

In the second photograph we see Bill, on 25 May 
2019, gratefully presenting a painting of the new war 
memorial to Steve Chaplin, a local builder who has 
been a key member of the project team. 

Much more space would be required to list and 
thank all the others who were involved. It was a 
pleasure and a privilege to be part of such a successful 
initiative, fully committed to the time-honoured 
sentiment: Lest We Forget.
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A Battle over Free Parking Arrangements in the Village
A story of partial success in Community Services news

I trust that you have all had an enjoyable, if 
changeable, summer in many ways other than the 

weather!!   I have been somewhat preoccupied with 
family needs over the last few months and therefore 
have had a rather low profile for the Society.

From the Community Services viewpoint, the 
focus has been on unexpected changes particularly 
regarding Transport, Parking, the Streetscene and 
Policing.

STREETSCENE
A number of concerns have been raised about the 
general appearance of the High Street and I shall be 
part of a small group, including local traders, which 
will explore what can be done, in conjunction 
with Solihull Council Neighbourhood Services, 
to improve the street scene.  Not least when the 
leaves start falling! 

Meanwhile, I hope to have organised another 
litterpick and tidy up of the raised flower beds by 
the time you receive this. 

TRANSPORT - BUS SERVICES
We were advised of plans to change the local A3 bus 
service from 1st September, renumbering it as A7 in 
one direction and A8 in the other and extending the 
route beyond Dorridge to Hockley Heath, Blythe 
Valley, Cheswick Green and back into Solihull. 

We were concerned that the timetable, allowing 
one hour for the circular route at off peak times, was 
ambitious.

 Thanks to Cllr Alan Rebeiro, who arranged a 
meeting to get interested parties along this whole 

route together, our Deputy Chairman Dave Pinwell, 
who  represented us, discovered that this was a shared 
concern. 

A group of resident representing agencies in the 
‘Landflight’ rural area, including the Society, have 
now formally joined together as the Landflight 
Bus Action Parternership and committed to work 
together to lobby for service improvements matched 
to need and demand. 

POLICE 
We now have PCSOs Mark Rice and  Akthar AliShah 
covering Knowle. We have arranged to meet with 
thwm for updates on a more regular basis. You may 
well have seen them walking around the village 
and parks as part of the wider policy to reduce the 
potential for any knife related crime.  

They have also used warrants to apprehend drug 
dealers in Knowle, Bentley Heath and Dorridge . Use 
of local media sources has become much more the 
norm for giving and receiving information. 

If you would like regular updates, then register on 
their community messaging service WMNOW:

      https://www.wmnow.co.uk/ 

or email: m.rice@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk. 
To report crime and anti-social behaviour which 

does not require an emergency response, you can  
call 101 or use the online webchat at  www.west-
midlands.police.uk.  In an emergency, you can either 
dial  999 or use the West Midlands Police contact 
telephone number: 0345 113 5000 .

(continued opposite)Li
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   ‘Renumbered’ Bus Service in Station Road                                                   Part of the Streetscene in St John’s Close 
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POLICE  (cont)
Our PCSOs have supplied, for our information, local 
crime figures for their patch, Knowle, Barston and 
Chadwick End. These cover the period from June 1st 
to August 31st 2019 and reflect an overall reduction 
in crime. The totals reported are:

Burglaries - 9
Criminal damage - 9
Theft / handling from buildings - 13
Vehicle damage - 5
Against individuals, including domestic - 33
Robbery - 1
Drugs / Sexual offences - 0 

The response times for 999 calls classified ‘immediate’ 
were recorded as within target of 13 minutes.

The crime trend across the whole of Solihull 
Borough reflects a 10% reduction in violent crime. 
Meanwhile, the detection rate has increased by 12%.

AIRPORT
I attended an Airport Consultative Committee  
(ACC) meeting on 15th  August. A working group 
of ACC members has been convened to review the 
current policy on daytime noise limits as put forward 
by the Airport Company. 

Much work is being done to improve the Passenger 
experience through the airport, particularly the use 
of hidden disability lanyards and the introduction of 
Oracle RightNow (which is a Customer Relationship 
Management System) alongside the airport website.

Lilla Baker, Knowle 739073
communityservices@knowlesociety.org.uk

Potential Document Error Might Lead to the High Court
A Planning Inspectorate decison dominates Planning Committee News

C
om

m
unity Services (cont)

Community Services News (continued)

T he Planning Committee has continued 
to be busy during recent months, with 

many applications worthy of our comment to 
the Council, It seems, however, that there has 
been something of a recent increase in matters 
requiring the attention of the Council’s 
Enforcement Officers, due to potential 
breaches of planning law. 

The problem for the Society is that the 
Council openly admits funds are short 
for enforcement, should the transgressor 
not take notice of the Council’s wishes in 
the regularisation of such matters. But we 
persevere nonetheless.

In addition, we have been faced with the 
possibility of a High Court action been taken against 
what is considered to be a wrong decision made by 
the Planning Inspectorate in their upholding of an 
Appeal.  This was made against the Council’s own 
Planning Committee, which rejected the application.

Once the Inspectorate have made their decision, 
whether to dismiss or uphold an Appeal, the only 
course of action open to the aggrieved party is to 
apply for the High Court to ‘quash’ the Inspectorate’s 
decision.  

As you would imagine, such action is expensive 
and unless there is much at stake, ie that of large sums 
of money arising from a large development, such 
actions are rare.

In the case in point, an extension to a house 
was constructed, based on what is now felt to have 

been incorrect information included in a planning 
application made to the Council. 

It is considered that the application documents 
misrepresented the potential end result – which 
unfortunately, at that time, had resulted in a Consent.  

A subsequent application, whilst correcting this 
error, also increased the size of the extended building. 
Although this was, in fact, refused by the Council,  
the subsequent Planning Inspector’s decision was the 
one which upheld the Appeal.

The Committee have been active in trying to bring 
this mistake to the Council’s attention, but to date, 
without success, although efforts are continuing to 
be made.

Andrew Marston
planning@knowlesociety.org.uk

Knowle 774082

Mismatched rooflines - Result of an error at the Application stage?

A
ndrew

 M
arston, Planning
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The Pond, Village Green,  Nature Reserve and Bulb Planting
News from the Natural Environment team

ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR IN THE LNR
In this Newsletter, we have often bemoaned the 
antisocial behaviour of bored youngsters using the 
park, but in July this year we were made aware of 
a substantial amount of garden waste dumped by a 
more mature resident of Longdon Road. 

Two large piles of waste were visible, as pictured 
above.  

The Job’s Close Local Nature Reserve (LNR) is 
a wild area, it is not neat and manicured like the 
garden we could see over the fence, but it is an 
ecosystem that will be damaged by the dumping of 
waste and could be changed if the plants naturalise 
and take over from the native species. 

This area is a community asset available to all 
residents to use and enjoy. It is both illegal and 
antisocial to dump waste. 

PLANS FOR THE POND
Long-time members of Knowle Society will be 
aware that generations of Knowle residents have 
sought to improve the environment and bio-
diversity of the Job’s Close Pond, all with limited 
success! 

We understand that there may be European 
funding available for major works sometime in the 
future. 

We would almost certainly need to provide some 
match funding, but have already received a very 
kind offer to contribute from a local businessman. 
The timescale for the funds is still uncertain, but 
it is exciting to have the possibility of making a 
difference.

You may be aware that a hardy group of locals 
(presumably keen fisherwomen from the kit they 
were wearing) cleared some of the debris out 
of the pond. Their catch included a wig, a knife 
and a child’s bag. It is great to have this interest 
in the Local Nature Reserve and it was a super 
effort. Hopefully we can work together to get the 
improvements we all would like to see. 

 
‘VILLAGE GREEN’ MAINTENANCE PLANS
Following an approach by a local resident 
concerned about the maintenance regime for the 
village green area between Starbold Crescent and 
St Lawrence Close, we met with Adam Noon, 
ecologist at Solihull Council, to consider what 
would be appropriate in order to balance the needs 
of users and the biodiversity of the meadow. 

It was agreed that an access strip would be mown 
regularly throughout the growing season, but that 
the main area would be left to allow the wildflower 
seeds to germinate and flower. 

MORE BULBS
The Natural Environment Team has decided to 
undertake one more year of bulb planting!  This 
will be in more ‘hard to reach’ areas, so we will 
need a great deal of help. The planting will be done 
at the end of October / beginning of November. If 
you feel you could help in any way, for an hour or 
so, or longer, please do let us know. 

 Liz Hulse
environment@knowlesociety.org.uk

Knowle 773951
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Puzzles from Times Past - our Heritage Day Challenges 
in news from the Local History Committee

Janet Eržen, Local H
istory

HERITAGE DAYS
Our celebration of the two Heritage weekends this 
year were centred on Chester House. 

On Saturday 14th September, artefacts from our 
archive, and some on loan, were set out in a special 
one day only exhibition in the Local History Centre. 
Peter Ewin can be seen above reviewing one of the 
three display tables. 

We also set two family quizzes. One was for 4-7 
year-olds, to find the answers to ten clues amongst 
the High Street buildings. The other, as illustrated 
above by local girl, Evie McGoldrick, was for 8-12 
year-olds. Their challenge was to guess what fifteen 
of the items on display were and what they were used 
for. 

On Saturday 21st September, we staged a 
conducted tour of Chester House itself, telling of its 
history and pointing out details of its construction.

EXHIBITIONS
Our present exhibition “Down Your Way” will remain 
on show through September and October.  

For the Christmas period, we will bring back our 
very popular and seasonal exhibition, first shown in 
2010,  “Dorothy Ward - Panto & Music Hall Star.”

Dorothy’s father was once landlord of the White 
Swan (now demolished) in Knowle and, growing 
up, she attended a small private school opposite the 
White Swan which was run by the Corbett sisters.

January will see the start of another seasonal 
exhibition ‘Inns of Knowle’.

As usual the exhibitions will be shown in Knowle 
Society Local History Centre, upstairs in Knowle 
Library and can be viewed any time during library 
opening hours.

Janet Eržen,  Knowle 779040
 history@knowlesociety.org.uk

A Winning Time at the Shops for Maya and her Mum

The Village Treasure Trail organised by the Society 
for National Civic Day in July saw three dozen 

families searching for 10 clues in our local shops.
Winner, Maya Fellows, and her Mum, Siân, were 

delighted to join Local History Committee members 
Christine Hazel and Betty Ewin with chocolatier Joe 
Vaughan at 1683 Chocolate Place to collect her prize.

Joe had been delighted that his shop had proved 
the most popular stop on the route with the children 
taking part. He said: “The answer to the question at 
Chocolate Place, my chocolate dinosaurs, had been a 
best seller that day!”
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A Day Out From Knowle - Kinver Edge and Rock Houses
A
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Catch Kinver Edge on the right sunny Autumn 
day and the colours in the trees are spectacular. 

Add in terrific views, a nice hill walk and a potential 
visit to the remarkable Rock Houses and you are 
guaranteed an enjoyable day out just 45 minutes from 
Knowle.

Kinver sits on the far side of Stourbridge, not far 
from the A458 Bridgnorth Road. Signposts for the 
Rock Houses from this road will lead you to a car 
park on the side of Compton Road, uphill and away 
from the village and just below the Edge.

From here waymarked trails varying from less 
than two to over three miles take you up through 
the autumnal russet-rich woodland to a more open 
heathland at the top of the sandstone ridge. 

This is the site of a hillfort from ages past and it 
gives an opportunity to peer over the precipitous cliff 
into the forest below. Kinver Edge is now owned and 
maintained by the National Trust and maps of three 
trails can be found on its website.

Despite being NT land, it is free for all to roam 
without charge. The only entry fees for non-
members are for access to the Rock Houses, in their 
own compound between the trails about half way up 
the ridge. 

These remarkable dwellings are hewn out the 
sandstone. They have windows, doors and lintels set 
in cave-like entrances into rooms which have rock 
above, below and on the sides.  There are three tiers 
of dwellings, making them an early multi-storey 
development! 

They are believed to date from the 1700s but, 
remarkably, a couple of the homes were still occupied 
until the late 1950s. 

A lack of sanitation, running water and 
electricity made life challenging and eventually the 
remaining residents were forced to move to ‘better 
accommodation’ by a legislative order.

Records indicate that, at their peak, the rock was 
home to a population of a dozen or so entrepreneurial 
souls who sold afternoon tea to visitors who came 
by the coach load, or by tram to Kinver, to see 20th 
century troglodyte living.

Some believe that JRR Tolkein was a visitor and that 
the Rock Houses gave the inspiration for his Hobbit 
Holes, homes to Bilbo Baggins and others. Not least 
in their reasoning is that, as the opening paragraph 
of ‘The Hobbit’ insists, a hole in the ground can 
nevertheless mean ‘comfort’, as illustrated by these 
remarkable Rock Houses.

Three of the homes on the ‘ground floor’ have 
been restored by the National Trust to illustrate how 
they were in the latter years of their occupation. 
Another, on the ‘top floor’ has been converted to a 
tea room, but this is modest and limited by National 
Trust standards and more suited to a quick cuppa and 
a scone than a lunch.

Most folk, though, would find the highly rated 
soups, salads, sarnies and snacks, not to mention 
cakes and full blown afternoon teas, of the Olde 
House Tea Rooms in nearby Kinver High Street a 
much more satisfying experience.

The Rock Houses at Kinver
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We are once again producing a Christmas card with our thanks to local artist Mike Humphreys, who has  
painted another delightful village scene, depicting Knowle’s Library and High Street in winter.

  

The cards will be on sale, in packets of six, in the Charity Christmas Card shop, Ground Floor,  
Knowle Library from Saturday 19th October - Thursday 12th December 2019  

Profits from the sale of the Christmas cards will go to the new Chemotherapy Day Unit at Solihull Hospital 

New Christmas Cards on Sale from 19th October              

A Sinking Feeling in the Freezing Waters of Antarctica

Oor July speaker prompted a rollercoaster  of 
emotion, first raising our eyebrows, then 

tugging our heartstrings before triggering laughter 
with masterly comic timing. Georgie Hale recounted, 
with no shortage of black humour, coming as close to 
death as one can on a holiday cruise to Antarctica.

After successful visits to Greenland and the Arctic, 
she and her late husband, Clive, flew to Buenos Aires 
to join the MV Explorer, bound for Antarctica, 
following the route of Shackleton’s expedition. 

After visiting the Falkland Islands and South 
Georgia, the ship hit an iceberg, driving too fast 
through a hard ice floe in the Southern Ocean, near 
to the South Shetland Islands, on 23 November 2007.

It was late at night, but there was still light and 
Georgie and Clive were on deck with their cameras. 
They heard the ship hit something. Soon, there was 
activity on the bridge and they noticed that horizon 
had started to slant. Not long after, passengers were 
ordered to the muster station in full winter gear. 

After several hours waiting in a lounge they were 
ordered to the lifeboats with the ship listing badly. 

After much trouble launching the lifeboats, they 
were eventually cut away and ‘shot down the side of 
the ship’. 

Georgie was incredibly calm and phlegmatic as she 
described how (cold, seasick and wet through after 
almost five hours) all passengers were picked up by a 
diverted cruise ship a very short time before a heavy 
blizzard would have ‘killed all of them in no time’.

Our audience, rapt in attention during the talk and 
moved by the pictures and press cuttings on display, 
made generous donations to the Clive Hale Memorial 
Fund, which was boosted by £205 that evening!
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In Conversation ... with Lorna Hulme of All About the Sew
Dave Pinwell talks to the social entrepreneur selected as one of a hundred 

As part of our regular series of conversations, 
we meet Knowle resident and Society member, 

Lorna Hulme, whose business has been selected as 
one of the UK’s Small Biz 100 for 2019.

So, Lorna, what is Small Biz 100?  
It is all about Small Business Saturday, which this 
year is on December 7th. Each year, a hundred UK 
businesses that are making a difference get picked to 
be featured in a campaign spotlight in the hundred 
days leading up to that main Saturday.

I wrote an application. Well, actually, thanks to 
two power failures on the same night and an inability 
to save the online form until you got to a certain 
stage, I had to write some of it three times! Anyway, I 
was amazed and delighted when I was selected.

Look out for me on social media on October 
21st, which will be my turn in the spotlight. Also, of 
course, I will be making a splash in Knowle on Small 
Business Saturday, so watch out for details.

And your business is about sewing?
Yes, it is called All About the Sew. It is a passion I got 
from my mother, who taught me. She used to make 
clothes for me and my sister and it is a passion that I 
want to share, so I run a variety of workshops. 

I run a lot of group sessions, often in Knowle 
Village Hall, and I also do one-to-ones for those who 
cannot get to the programmed classes.

But it is about more than sewing. It is also about 
bringing people together and making a difference. 
People in my workshops make new friends, get away 
from their daily routine, learn new skills and take 
away something that they can be proud of.

Are you saying that sewing is a healthy 
activity to get into?
Absolutely, it is about mindfulness. You need to 
concentrate and can let any worries slip away. It is 
great for sustaining good mental health. It builds self-
esteem as well when you have made something you 
never thought you ever could.  

The essential tea and coffee which I provide make 
a difference as well. It is amazing how people, who 
do not know each other at that start of a course, bond 
over a common interest and their tea breaks. A good 
number of my participants continue getting together 
to sew after their course has come to an end.

And is sewing good for the environment? 
Yes, definitely, and that is a big concern for us all 
these days. People are rightly more discerning about 
where their clothes come from and whether they are 
responsibly made and also concerned about waste.

There is a great interest in upcycling clothes. I can 
teach people how to turn a man’s shirt with a worn 
collar into a child’s dress or the rest of a ripped pair 
of jeans into a denim skirt. If it no longer fits, get out 
the sewing kit and change it!

Also, in January, I will be starting a new course 
in how to treat fabrics with beeswax to make a 
substitute for single use plastic clingfilm. 

How important is Small Business Saturday? 
I am as passionate about supporting our local small 
businesses as I am about sewing. Strong independent 
small businesses are vital to a thriving community. 

Small Business Saturday is an opportunity for us 
all to reflect on the importance of shopping locally 
both for produce in the village shops and for services   
from the many specialists working from offices or 
home.

Thank you, Lorna, and good luck for October 
21st and December 7th.
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Here is a cracking two and a half mile stroll for a 
sunny autumn day when some of the trees will 

be on the turn adding to the scenic splendour.
Shustoke Reservoir was built in the 1870s to 

supply 28 million litres of clean drinking water per 
day, sourced from the Rivers Bourne and Blythe, to 
the people of Birmingham. 

After the city outgrew Shustoke and took its 
water from the Elan Valley, attention switched to 
Warwickshire. It continues to supply Atherstone, 
Bedworth, Coventry and Nuneaton.

The two lakes at Shustoke contrast in appearance 
as a result of their difference in size and because the 
smaller pool does not share the raised banks of its 
bigger brother. Whilst the former hosts a fly fishing 
club, more exertion is demanded of the leisure 
seekers out on the larger water in their sailing boats.

It is also the domain of eager bird enthusiasts 
looking for more unusual wildfowl amongst the 
many ducks, grebes, coots and moorhens that grace 
the surface of the water. 

They keep an eye on the skies as well. Amongst the 
many gulls, crows and woodpigeon that predominate 
here, it is not unusual to see a red kite soaring above.

It is sometimes possible to park a car nearby, 
without charge, outside The Plough in the heart of 
Shustoke village. If not, there is ample parking in the 
Reservoir Car Park at the entrance to the village, at 
the cost of just one pound. 

From this car park, take the footpath immediately 
to right of the Sailing Club entrance and follow 
this through the woodland behind the Club and on 
through the open meadow beyond until you reach 
the ‘roadway’ between the reservoirs.

Go straight across this, down a slope, across a 
bridge and up the other side. Here a footpath leads 
to the right of the Upper Reservoir fencing. Follow 
this along the length of the lake. It then bears right, 
behind the Bailiff’s Hut, into the woodland beyond 
and eventually to the bank of the River Bourne.

Here you will find a path along the riverbank, 
turn left onto this and follow it as it passes behind 
a cottage and then on to a pedestrian crossing point 
across the tracks of the mainline railway. 

Turn left instead here, to follow the path along 
the railway, behind the Upper Reservoir, until a 
T-junction of paths invites you to turn left over a 
bridge, down a slope and then up a set of steps to the 
bank of the Lower Reservoir.

Turn right here and enjoy the vista across the 
water for the final mile of this walk, taking in the 
activities of the wildlife and any sailing boats battling 
the breeze, as you complete your circumnavigation of 
the water and return to the car park.

Or, maybe, go to the popular Plough Inn, traditional 
in character, the gastropub era having passed it by, 
but with a strong reputation for good ale and hearty, 
straightforward pub grub in the time-honoured style.  

An Autumn Stroll Around Two Contrasting Reservoirs 
Two railside lakes that once supplied clean water to Birmingham

Local W
alk
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GETTING  YOUR NEWSLETTER TO  YOU
My thanks and those of the person who delivers your Newsletter to everyone who 
responded positively to my request for Members to sign up to pay their subs by Standing 
Order.  We now have just over 40% paying that way.  

This makes it easier for your Newsletter deliverer to complete their round as they have 
fewer doors to knock on.  You may be surprised how many repeat calls have to be made 
before they find everyone in.  It also reduces the amount of cash I need to take to the bank 
by some £4,500, which eases my task.

I still have to log every payment, whether made through the bank, or brought to my 
door by your deliverer, but that can be done onto our Membership Database fairly easily, 
thanks to the development work done by several previous Membership Secretaries and the 
technical skill of David Bower.  

We now have a membership of 2913 Members, living at 1800 addresses.  These are 
mainly in and around Knowle, Bentley Heath and Dorridge, but we have some members 
across the country and one in the United States. 

 At its peak, Membership was just over 3000, but it’s been declining slowly, mainly due 
to people moving or passing away.  If you know of anyone you think might want to (or 
ought to!) join the Society, please let me know and I will contact them.

Many of you will know that the Society is able to claim a tax refund through Gift Aid 
on the subscription that you pay the Society, if you pay enough Income Tax to cover it (and 
any other Gift Aid donations you make).  This is a valuable additional source of funds for 
the Society which is very easy to claim.  All you need to do is to complete the necessary 
form and I will do the rest.  

We do have quite a few Members who have completed the form and our claim this last 
year was for more than £2000!  If you are willing to complete the form please get in touch 
and I will tell you if you have already done so or send you a copy of the form.  

You can withdraw from the scheme at any time – and should do so if you cease to pay 
Income Tax, otherwise you might find HMRC chasing you for the £1.40!  If you think you 
might be in this position and have made a Gift Aid declaration get in touch and I will check 
for you.  We will then send HMRC a correction.

Leighton Jones, membership@knowlesociety.org.uk, Knowle 773894

The Society welcomes the following new members who have joined since the last issue of 
the Newsletter:-

A Very Warm Welcome to our New Members
and other Membership and Distribution matters


