
In the New Year, residents of 
Knowle, Dorridge and Bentley 

Heath will be asked to vote in a 
referendum to decide whether the 
Neighbourhood Plan should be 
adopted. 

This Plan, which has been 
prepared by our community for our 
community, has been three years in 
the making and many residents have 
taken the opportunity to have their 
say. 

If adopted, it will form part of the 
overall Development Plan for the 
area against which all development 
in Knowle, Dorridge and Bentley 
Heath will be considered during the 
next 15 years. 

The Neighbourhood Plan does 
not identify where construction 
will take place, but it can lead 
to improved layout and design, 
particularly of housing, so that it fits 
into the character and appearance of 
our villages better than some recent 
developments. 

Other policies in the 
Neighbourhood Plan look to 
mitigating the impacts of new 
development on the countryside 
setting and natural environment of 
our area.

(continued on page 3)
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Make Your Voice Heard by Supporting the Plan
Getting Recycling Right
Solihull Council Waste and Recycling Team 
Annual General Meeting 
Includes refreshments after the formal business 
Remember The 1960s?  Then You Weren’t There! 
Ruth Lowe
Fields and Canal Walk (4 miles)
Meet at the Black Boy (B93 0EB)
Wychbold Swan Rescue
Jan Harrigan MBE

Monday January 14th
8.00pm in the Village Hall
Saturday February 23rd
3.00pm in the Village Hall
Monday March 18th
8.00pm in the Village Hall
Sunday March 31st
2.00pm start 
Monday April 15th
8.00pm in the Village HallEv
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The Neighbourhood Plan seeks to protect the character and appearance of the area
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The Question of Influence over Development Decisions
Andrew Marston also recalls repainting a door in the Conservation Area

My article in our last Newsletter regarding my 
personal comparison spanning 40 years between 

villages which have and do not have Conservation 
Area Status provoked a few replies.  These indicated 
to me that there may be a misconception with some 
members about the extent of the Society’s influence 
over Council-led decisions on the future of Knowle.

Some twelve years ago, our Conservation Area 
became eligible for an Appraisal under the then new 
English Heritage Guidance, which was supported by 
Solihull Council.  

This involved a public meeting and the subsequent 
responses from many local people and organisations, 
including our Society. It resulted in the September 
2007 Appraisal being formally adopted by the 
Council.

Prior to this point I feel the Society had perhaps 
more influence on local matters than may have been 
realised by the majority.  

I cite, in this case, a personal example of when, 
in the mid-1980s, in my professional capacity, I took 
a Lease on The Laurels, the Grade II listed building 
immediately to the south of the junction of the High 
Street with Hampton Road. 

The building is still there, nestling ‘cheek by jowl’ 
with the new retirement apartments.

When I took possession the first thing I did was 
to decorate the building both inside and out.  The 
black front door, a little ‘dreary’ in my opinion, I had 
arranged to be painted a deep maroon.  

I recall receiving shortly thereafter a very strongly, 
but politely, worded letter from The Society bringing 
to my attention that this somewhat garish colour was 

The Laurels

inappropriate and therefore would I please repaint it 
black once more!

Being a new business in Knowle I had no wish to 
upset anyone. Therefore, within 24 hours, the door 
was black again. But I see it is painted a shade of red 
now.  This to me illustrates how the influence exerted 
by the Society has changed over the past thirty years.

My point here is that the principal thrust of this 
Appraisal has been to identify five points when it 
comes to attempting, and I quote ‘to maintain the 
quality of Knowle through consistent application of basic 
urban design principles’.  

None of these, however, include the opportunity of 
controlling the individual use of retail or commercial 
premises nor to influence market forces, including 
rental levels.

We are currently limited to reacting to the 
receipt of planning applications and endeavouring 
to argue the case when approval would  harm the 
built environment.  Unfortunately, all too often, our 
efforts fail.

This of course, brings me to the Neighbourhood 
Plan, now with the Council and experts to seek an 
agreement of the recently completed draft.  

Providing it is not ‘watered down’ too much in the 
final agreed format which will go to Referendum, we 
hope to have an improved base line from which to 
argue the case on specifics rather than generalities, 
such as I experienced more than 20 years ago.

We shall see.
Andrew Marston

chairman@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 774082
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Four years to the day from the first bulb planting in 
Knowle on 20th October 2014, the 4th Knowle 

Sea Scouts came out in force to plant 6,000 purple 
crocus bulbs in the grass verges on both sides of 
Longdon Road at its junction withTilehouse Green 
Lane. 

The “Love Solihull” team of Solihull Council kindly 
supplied the crocus bulbs 

It was a beautiful day for the planting.  We had a 
morning and afternoon shift of boys and girls, who 
also brought along their leaders and some parent 

helpers. They all worked both enthusiastically and 
energetically. 

Each group planted 3,000 bulbs in an hour and a 
half!  We now need to wait for the spring to see the 
fruits of their labour.  

Our thanks to the teams for their help, it was 
pleasure to work with them and we hope they all gain 
their World Challenge Badge.

Liz Hulse
environment@knowlesociety.org.uk

Knowle 773951

N
atural Environm

ent  - Liz H
ulse

Planting More Bulbs with the Help of our Local Sea Scouts 
News from the Natural Environment Committee

Bulb planting completed at the Longdon Road and Tilehouse Green Lane junction

Vote in the Knowle, Dorridge and Bentley Heath Referendum
(continued from page 1)

They also cover our infrastructure, particularly 
schools, healthcare, traffic flows, parking and 
community facilities.

The proposed policies seek to maximise the 
opportunities for a wider mix of housing, in order 
to meet the changing demographic of our area and 
also to contribute improved community services and 
facilities for the benefit of us all. 

The priorities of the residents who responded 
to the various consultations during the creation of 
the Neighbourhood Plan have also been addressed 
by including policies covering the protection or 
enhancement of our heritage buildings and natural 
environment.

Village centre policies seek to protect existing shops 
and services, improve road safety and encourage 
appropriate employment.

 A positive referendum vote will be the only 
opportunity for members to confirm that you 
want your community’s priorities to be taken into 
consideration when considering all new development 
during the next 15 years.  

A ‘Yes’ vote will ensure that the Neighbourhood 
Plan has legal authority when new development in 
our area is being considered. 

We will let you know as soon as the date for the 
referendum is announced. For more information on 
the Neighbourhood Plan go to www.kdbh-np.org.

Liz Hulse
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How the War Memorial Came to be Transformed
Knowle organisations and individuals making it happen

  CHRISTMAS CARDS
The Knowle Society Christmas cards were all sold 
out by Friday 7th November.  At the time of writing 
this article we were not sure how much profit had 
been made after costs, but it should be around £600. 

So, thank you to all who purchased them. This 
enables us to pass this considerable amount of money 
on to Fisher House at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital 
in Birmingham. I am sure it will be very much 
appreciated.  

Many thanks also, of course, to local artist Mike 
Humphreys, who paints a different scene of the 
village each year for us to use for the Christmas cards.

  Mike will soon be running out of scenes, so if you 
have any ideas of what you would like to see on the 

cards for 2019, then please do let me know, contact 
details below.

EXHIBITIONS
The ‘Springfield House and The Jackson Family’ 
exhibition has been put back to a later date and 
in the meantime there will be a display of various 
photographs from our archives on show. 

These can be viewed at any time during library 
opening hours.  Volunteers are on duty every 
Saturday from 10.00am to 12.30pm to  answer any 
queries you may have.

Janet Eržen
history@knowlesociety.org.uk

Knowle 779040

Christmas Cards and Local History Centre News

I      have been asked several times by various people 
about the ‘who, how and why’ it was decided to 

renovate the War Memorial in the churchyard, so I 
thought maybe a brief explanation was called for.  

It all started with a letter to Knowle Society from 
Dr Irvine Stuart, retired local GP who, in essence, 
asked “Was it not time that Knowle had a war 
memorial which could be seen by all and with all the 
names of the fallen engraved thereon.”  

We do of course, have the beautiful Soldiers 
Chapel inside the church which has the initial list of 
the fallen in there but there is not enough room for 
the more recently discovered names to be added.  The 
stone cross in the churchyard had no names on at all.  

Our Chairman at the time, Bill Bohanna, was keen 
to pursue this suggestion, as was I.  Between us we 
approached the Knowle Royal British Legion (RBL), 
the Vicar, at the time Revd Canon Michael Parker, and 
Dr Stuart, to meet and come up with ideas.  

They all agreed and a committee was formed, 
consisting of three members of the Church including 
the Vicar, three members of the RBL, three members 
of Knowle Society, Dr Stuart and Stephen Chaplin, 
Builder.  I had mentioned it to Steve one day and he 
immediately said, “Janet, I would be honoured to do 
all of the building work free of charge.”  

Architects, Cross & Craig of Dorridge, also agreed 
to help free of charge, and so we were set, apart, of 
course, from funding the project.  However, those we 
approached applauded the idea and were extremely 
generous to the point that we have sufficient funds 
left in the account to maintain the memorial for 
several years to come. 

We started putting ideas forward and eventually 
decided to try and renovate the existing stone cross, 
extend the area around it and somehow add the 
names of the fallen to it. I think the finished product 
speaks for itself.  

I have made it sound simple but it was not, we 
had a lot of hurdles to cross not least obtaining a 
Faculty from the church officials, and dealing with 
those who objected to our plans, especially that 
part which involved making a gap in the old wall to 
accommodate a gate.

It has been a long road. Dr Stuart’s letter was sent 
in February 2017. The project was eventually ready 
in time for the Memorial Service on 11th November 
2018.  Many of those who objected strongly have 
since changed their minds and many congratulations 
have been received from others.  Thank you.

Janet Eržen
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Dan Mooney House, Downing Close

Further Concerns over Proposed High Fence at Downing Close
Ill-fitting approval under delegated powers and other planning news

The members of the committee continue to be 
busy.  Amongst those recent planning applications 

that have been submitted, it seems that the NHS Trust 
responsible for the Dan Mooney building in Downing 
Close had not forgotten about their wish to increase 
the height of the boundary fence – their second 
application now is for a fence of up to three metres 
high.  

In addition it will have a steel frame which is 
covered by timber boarding both sides although, 
perhaps to soften its impact, with a ‘herringbone 
pattern’ finish!

Strong objections by many local residents have 
been made to this application, not least because of its 
height, but also of increased concerns regarding the 
category of resident who will live in the building, due 
primarily to adverse impact on local neighbours.  

The Society has also made an objection but, once 
again, we will all have to wait and see what the 
reaction will be from the Council’s planners.

Other applications subject to considerable scrutiny 
and concern include a retrospective application for 
a very large, and considered excessively high, rear 
extension. 

This would cause great harm from its overlooking 
of neighbouring gardens, made worse by the 
topography of the site and its surroundings.  

In another location, there has been an application 
to ‘squeeze’ in an additional house which would be 
quite out of keeping with the street scene as well as 
giving its neighbour, from the front living room, a 
wonderful but full-time view of the new dwelling’s 
flank wall.

In both of these latter instances, we had hoped 
that our strenuous objections would be considered 
fairly by the Council’s full planning committee for 
which, in addition to a local Councillor’s request, 
there must be six entirely different objections made 
by local people.  

As far as the first application is concerned, the 
Council have, in fact, voted unanimously to refuse 
it. Unfortunately, there were insufficient other 
objections to the second application for it to be 
considered by the Council committee and therefore 
it was approved under their delegated powers.

It is acknowledged from the sheer number of 
applications made to the Council that decisions by 
committee can create a high backlog.  However, we 
feel that those applications that can have an extreme 
adverse implication on neighbours should always go 
to Committee to allow the democratic process to be 
seen to be operating in a fair and just way.

Meanwhile, unfortunately, it appears that the 
Council’s continuing deliberations on their overall 
Green Belt proposals are not yet likely to see the 
‘light of day’ until the summer of 2019, preceded by 
a Supplementary Update this winter.

Finally, as mentioned on the cover page of this 
Newsletter, the Neighbourhood Plan is still under 
discussion in order for it to reach an agreement 
with the Council before it can go to Referendum.  
Please however, continue to keep a watch for further 
details.

Andrew Marston
  planning@knowlesociety.org.uk

Knowle 774082

Planning - A
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Andrew Marston, as Deputy Chairman, 
welcomed and thanked the members attending. 

The Minutes of the 2017 AGM were approved and 
signed  as a true record.
Election of President

It was proposed and seconded that Peter Ewin 
should be appointed as President of the Society and he 
was duly elected.  Peter declared he was honoured to 
take on the role and looked forward to representing 
the village and the Society to the best of his ability.
Lifetime Membership

Bill Bohanna was pleased to present Mike 
Humphreys with  lifetime membership of the Society 
as a token of thanks in recognition for his time spent 
in benefitting the Society in creating paintings for 
Christmas cards to be sold on its behalf.  
Chairman’s Report

Bill Bohanna referred members to his formal, 
published report on the activities of his final year 
as Chairman and year before reflecting on his term 
as Chair. He identified the achievement of the 
Queen’s Award, the saving of the telephone box as an 
information centre, the owl carving in tribute to Dr 
Bower, the library project, the bulb project and the 
funds raised by the Society for such projects as the 
Village Hall, Solihull Hospital and the Neighbourhood 
Forum as the highlights of this period.  

He thanked each of the Trustee Directors in turn 
for their contributions and hard work over the year. 

Looking forward, he would continue the work 
on revitalising the war memorial in readiness for the 
centenary of the end of World War One later in the 
year and wished Andrew Marston all the best for his 
term of Chairmanship.

Treasurer’s Report
David Watson presented the Accounts for the year 

ended 30th September 2017, noting a reduction in 
funds on the balance sheet of £1,032, mainly due 
to decline in membership and subscriptions.  As a 
result, total resources as at 30th September stood at 
£25,125.  

Total expenditure for the year had been £17,565. 
The major expenditures of the year had been on 
the Village Greens project, Neighbourhood Forum 
transport survey and renovation of the Knot Garden. 

The accounts, as presented, were unanimously 
adopted.
Election of Officers

Andrew Marston was elected as Chairman for the  
coming year and Dave Pinwell was elected as Deputy 
Chairman.  David Watson as Honorary Treasurer and 
Maria Brown as Secretary were elected for a further 
year.
Appointment of Independent Examiner

It was proposed, seconded and unanimously 
agreed that West & Company, Accountants, should be 
appointed as independent Examiner for the accounts 
for a further year.
Any Other Business

Abbie Atkins, as local community police officer 
for Knowle, introduced herself and a colleague to the 
meeting, and informed the meeting of local policing 
arrangements and a planned surgery.  

David Bower informed the meeting of the recent 
changes in data protection regulations and the 
Society’s arrangements for compliance with them.      

With no further business, the meeting was then 
closed.

Abbreviated Draft Minutes of the 55th AGM of The Knowle Society 
held on Saturday 24 February 2018 (Full copy available on our Website & at AGM) 

36th Knowle Fun Run - May 19th 2019
As in previous years, the Society will give assistance 
to Knowle and Dorridge Lions, who organise the 
Fun Run, by offering help with marshalling.

This ever popular community event fundraises for 
chosen charities and other local causes and makes a 
massive difference. 

By law the roads across the course will be closed 
and marshals are essential to ensuring safety and 
access for all concerned. 

Please ring me should you require any further 
information and, hopefully, to register you to help. 
All assistance will be greatly appreciated.

Martin Warr, Knowle 779708
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The 56th Annual General Meeting - 23rd February 2019  
Members are invited to join us at the Village Hall at 3.00pm

Accounting Summary for the 2017-2018 Financial Year 
to be presented in detail at the AGM in February
Financial results for the Year

The year ending September 30th 2018 has been 
steady with an excess of expenditure over income of 
£623. Income from subscriptions was slightly down 
from last year reflecting the lower membership count 
of 3,058 compared to 3,166 last year.

Major expenditure during the year included 
£2,500 for the restoration of the telephone box, 
£1,650 to complete the Village Greens Appeal legal 
costs and £1,960 for the Library owl carving.

Reserves Policy
The Reserves Policy of the Society is that sufficient 

funds are retained to cover a minimum of one year’s 
normal expenditure. 

The end of year balance was comfortably above 
that level. 

David Watson
Hon Treasurer

treasurer@knowlesociety.org.uk

A
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Afternoon Tea at the Guild House to Thank our Volunteers
On Saturday 24th November, over 50 of the 
Society’s volunteers, including Distributors, Library 
Volunteers, Committee Members and Trustee 
Directors gathered in the delightful atmosphere of 
our historic Guild House for afternoon tea. 

The splendid array of  delicious cakes on offer to 
complement a cuppa, all made for the occasion by 

Angela Bird,  gave an opportunity to thank everyone 
for the time that they have given to support our work 
and contribution of the life of our community. 

Of course, we always need more volunteers. 
Anyone who can spare a little time to help with 
keeping our village a great place to live should please 
contact membership@knowlesociety.org.uk.
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Although early figures for Solihull Council income 
suggest that the results are as would be expected, the 
anecdotal evidence suggests:

• Traders are finding that customers are no longer 
browsing or taking their time, particularly for 
‘non-essentials’ which results in a noticeable 
drop in takings;

• Parents are finding that time is tight when 
dropping off children at school and are said to 
then head off elsewhere to shop where there is 
free parking;

• Local people have no time to have a coffee 
or chat, for instance when they bump into a 
friend, because it is not possible to return to the 
machine and put a further 20p in;

• The village is losing its community feel;
• There are, however, more spaces, though for 

the wrong reasons.
We were pleased to join trader representatives and 
ward councillors for a meeting with Solihull Council 
on 30th November at which we were able to fully 
express the above concerns. 

We are eager that a reassessment takes place 
and intend to carry out some surveys which would 
hopefully provide some hard evidence for the above. 
We need, though, to ensure that we are asking the 
right questions.

Meanwhile, if we want to keep our shops we must 
use them, so please support our traders by continuing 
to shop in Knowle.

(continued opposite)

Litter Pick and Tidy Up Completed in the End
The Cost of Parking and other Community Services News

Our litter pick and flower bed tidying finally 
happened on 26th October, following the 

cancellation of our plans two weeks earlier due to a 
forecast of bad weather. Normally I am optimistic but 
that proved to be a good decision!

Again, I thank all of those who volunteered in 
the first place.  In the end, six of us got stuck in and 
removed dead elements following the hot summer 
and also planted some snowdrops and crocuses for 
the spring. Thanks to David Hersey who donated 
some shrubs and planted them as well.

I shall, no doubt, be asking for help again in the 
Spring!

The precinct is looking better, which is helped by 
the facility management company which has someone 
doing a weekly sweep and tidy up.

AIRPORT
There is good news in that no second runway is 
proposed in the new 15 year Airport Masterplan  for 
Birmingham Airport, ‘The Midlands Gateway to the 
World’ published 6th November. For more details, 
visit www.bhxmasterplan.co.uk.

PARKING
Most people appear to agree that the reduction to a 
half an hour of free parking is not working for anyone, 
to judge by anecdotal evidence. 

We did our best to secure a longer period before 
charges applied but feel that our arguments about 
the effect on the local economy in Knowle were not 
heeded. C
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Growing level of spare spaces in local car parks
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Remembering Stella Jarman (1926 -2018)
With thanks to Knowle Society member Sue Owen for sharing her memories 

 O
bituary

Stella Jarman was one of the founding members 
of Knowle Society. Without her hard work and 

contributions Knowle would not be the village we 
know and love today. She was dedicated to conserving 
the environment and in doing so ensured Knowle 
became and remained a pleasant place to live for 
all its residents, be they birds, bees, animals, plants, 
trees or humans.

There are reminders of Stella’s work wherever 
you are in the village and these will remain for future 
generations of villagers to enjoy. 

To name but a few, there are the Jubilee oak trees 
lining the path in the park, the Local Nature Reserve 
and its pathways, the park itself, the Knowle sign 
mound as you approach the village from the south 
and the walnut tree by the Village Hall. Trees, wild 
flowers and wildlife, Stella cared passionately about 

them all and protected and conserved each at every 
opportunity.

Stella had a determination to get things done and 
make a difference. She first met Sue Owen when she 
approached her to ask if she could transplant some 
wild flowers, wood anemones, from Sue’s garden 
to the nature reserve. Sue recalls, “Before I knew it 
she had me involved in multiple activities around the 
village, as her younger, fitter assistant. Although, as I 
am sure you will understand, I confess I sometimes 
struggled to keep up with her”.

Conservation also applied to her bike, Stella 
assured those around her that it was the same bike 
she had for her 14th birthday - albeit that some of its 
parts had been replaced multiple times!

Stella had boundless energy and enthusiasm. Even 
at 80 she would be out in all weathers. Wildflowers 
were a passion, she would spend days clearing 
brambles or removing non-native bluebells from the 
Nature Reserve to protect the native species. 

Stella was also innovative, never daunted she 
would think of original and creative ideas to solve 
problems. Some were implemented, some not, such 
as a community orchard in the park and a one-way 
system around St. Johns Close to ease traffic and 
provide extra parking.  Not content with just Knowle, 
how about a national cycle path network by using the 
pavements on one side of every road.  

The village will miss her dedication to conserving 
the environment and commitment to making Knowle 
a pleasant place to live.  Sue remembers,  “She would 
often say ‘Oh dear, but they can’t….’ and then she would 
then make sure they didn’t! But this was always done 
with grace, passion and a sense of humour.”

Stella’s contribution to the village will be a lasting 
memorial to her dedication and powers of persuasion. 

TRANSPORT
I contacted Transport for West Midlands for 
clarification regarding the consultation on potential 
changes to local bus services. I was referred to 
ticketing by customer services who, in turn, referred 
me back to customer services!!

The reply I eventually received about services 
affecting Knowle was confusing, but the following 
information was then found on their website:

• There are no proposals to change the present 
S3 service.

• The present 87 and 88 services would be 
replaced by new 87 and 87E services which will 
follow neither original route beyond Knowle. 
They will proceed instead via Temple Balsall 
and then Fen End to Balsall Common where the 
87E will terminate. The 87 would continue to 
Coventry, 

These changes, if approved, would be implemented 
in the Spring.

Lilla Baker, Knowle 739073
communityservices@knowlesociety.org.uk

Community Services (continued)
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Six Bottles for Sixpence at another Successful Quiz Night
And how the Walkers saved Baddesley Clinton ....

Our Quiz Night in October was another great 
success, thoroughly enjoyed by the members of 

thirteen teams which competed on the night.
It was tight and tense at the top of the leaderboard 

all evening until ‘Sixpence’ edged a win, just failing 
to top the ton with their score of 99 points, after the 
final question. The victory secured six bottles of wine 
for team members, presented by our tenacious quiz 
master Peter Ewin. 

The half time fish’n’chips from Dorridge Fish Bar 
had proved another hit with our participants and the 
overall result of the evening was a donation of £700 
to the War Memorial Fund.

Our November speaker evening saw a return 
to the fascinating history of Baddesley Clinton as 
researcher and guide, Carole Preston, led us through 
the remarkable story of the Walker family from 1761 
to 2006 in a talk that might have been titled ‘A Tale of 
Five Thomases’

Carole told us of a first Thomas Walker who lived in 
Burslem, Staffordshire  and his son, a second Thomas 
Walker. This second Thomas was an industrialist and 
entrepreneur who relocated to Birmingham. 

He established the Thomas Walker and Sons factory 
in the Jewellery Quarter which, under the third 
Thomas Walker (born 1859), was to become a buckle 
maker of international repute.

He also made his mark in Knowle, amalgamating 
the then Knowle and Dorridge Cricket Clubs and 
securing the club’s current ground on the corner of 
Grove Road and Station Road.

The third Thomas called his son, born in 1887, 
Gilbert. However, this clearly did not strike the 
old boy as quite right, and he changed his name, 
legally, to Thomas in 1941, two years after he bought  
Baddesley Clinton. 

Between this fourth Thomas and his son, Thomas 
Weaving Ferrers-Walker, they succeeded in restoring 
Baddesley. The father made known, before his passing, 
that he wished the house to go to the National Trust.

The fifth Thomas, whose wife preferred to live 
in Barnt Green, succeeded in fulfilling this wish in 
1980, with the help of a generous endowment from 
Mrs H E Mellor of Packwood.

Dave Pinwell, 07500 081216
meetings@knowlesociety.org.uk

Peter Ewin presents the prize to the team captain  of ‘Sixpence’    Carole Preston
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Here is a stroll ideally suited to a sharp and sunny 
day in the heart of winter. 

Covering just about two miles, across tarmac 
surfaces, it takes in the best views that the Avon, 
flowing tranquilly through Stratford, has to offer. 
However, it gives a different perspective by starting 
out of town.

The parking charges at the start point are half of 
those in the town centre, where the many cafes and 
restaurants will subsequently offer an opportunity 
for a warming snack and drink before the return leg.

The walk begins at the car park for Stratford 
Greenway. This can be found on Stratford’s A4390 
Western Link Road, which carries a number of 
signposts leading to the Greenway. The entrance is 
found at the roundabout where the highway takes a 
sharp left turn in order to cross the river. 

If you are unfamiliar with it, the Greenway itself 
is a five mile, traffic free walking and cycle path that 
leads away from town along the track of a former 
railway. It leads past the racecourse and across the 
river as far as Long Marston, but that is a challenge 
for a warmer summer day.

This walk leads in the other direction from the 
car park, down to the river and towards the heart of 
Stratford. 

A footpath from the corner of the car park, not far 
from the entrance, leads through woodland towards 
the river and joins another path onto which you turn 
left.

This takes you firstly alongside the A4390 and then 
down to pass underneath it, leading to the delightful 
Lucy’s Mill footbridge. Cross this bridge, taking in 
the excellent view up river towards the town.

Turning left on the far bank leads to and through 
the riverside gardens, with views across the water 
to, in turn, Lucy’s Mill Weir, Holy Trinity Church 
(pictured above) and the RSC. On reaching a further 
footbridge, cross this to the side of the marina basin 
at which the Stratford-upon-Avon Canal terminates.

From here you can wander into the town itself 
and enjoy a rejuvinating break. Perhaps you might 
take the chance to sit and partake of refreshment 
where you can study the interior of one of the fine 
old buildings. 

You could get few better à la carte lunches than 
amongst the ancient timbers of the Grade II listed 
Lamb’s at 12 Sheep Street (not Mondays).

Then again, you might seek only a sandwich, or, 
just try to resist when you see them, the cakes at 
Hobson’s Patisseries of 1 Henley Street, which is also 
Grade II listed.

After relaxation, it will be time to get the legs 
working again and back to the north bank of the 
river.  Turn right, between the water and the theatre, 
through the gardens to the ferry stop and then inland 
around Holy Trinity Church and along Mill Lane.

A short path then takes you straight to the near 
end of Lucy’s Mill Bridge and the slight incline back 
up to the car park.

A Winter Stroll into Stratford-upon-Avon and Back
A walk by the tranquil River Avon to the rich heritage of the town
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As you will know, the Society runs a programme of local walks throughout the year.  
These are open to anyone, whether a member of the Society or not. So, if you 

fancy some fresh air and the chance to learn more of 
our surroundings, make a note of the dates and please 
do join us.  

There is no need to book, just turn up clad in suitable 
gear to fit the walk description.  Our next walk is on 
Sunday 31st March, a four mile canal and fields walk, 
commencing at the Black Boy car park at 2pm.

If anyone might be interested in helping with the 
organisation and/or leadership of these walks, we 
would be very glad of your help.  Alternatively, if you 
have a favourite walk in the area that you think we 
would enjoy, I would be pleased to hear of it.

Good walking!
Leighton Jones

A Warm Welcome to our New Members
who have joined the Society since the last Newsletter

Mr S Dinnis
Mr & Mrs Hollingworth

Mr & Mrs C Howarth
Mr & Mrs Newhall

Mr P Holmes

      

The Knowle Society 

We have over 3000 members; 
can you encourage your 
friends and neighbours to 
join too? This may be done 
either by contacting the 
Membership Secretary or 
through an application 
form on our website (address 
below).

Established to maintain the 
character of the Village.

Website and Social 
Media: 

www.knowlesociety.org.uk

www.facebook.com/ 
           KnowleSociety

www.twitter.com/  
           KnowleSociety

Membership:
Leighton Jones
23 Newton Road, Knowle
B93 9HL
01564 773894
membership@
knowlesociety.org.uk

In this issue
1. Neighbourhood Plan 
2. From the Chairman
3. Natural Environment 
4. Local History
5. Planning
6. AGM 2018
6. Fun Run Request
7. AGM 2019
7. Volunteers Tea
8-9. Community Services
9. Stella Jarman, Obituary
10. Meetings and Social
11. Day Out /Walk  
   - Stratford-upon_Avon
12. Membership
12. Walks Programme

The Knowle Society is a
company limited by 
guarantee, registered 
number 05514023. 
Registered Charity number 
1111085.

Editor: Dave Pinwell, 07500 081216
newsletter@knowlesociety.org.uk

Distribution: Anne Smith, 01564 779120
distribution@knowlesociety.org.uk

Proof-readers: David Bower, 
Maria Brown, Leighton Jones
 

Previous Issues
all the way back to January 1963, are 
available at our website:
              www.knowlesociety.org.uk

Next issue
Copy deadline: 1st March 2019
Distribution commences:1st April 2019

The Knowle Society Newsletter

Join in and Support our Walks Programme

Leighton Jones, Knowle 773894 
membership@knowlesociety.org.uk

 

Follow our Lively Facebook Page:
www.facebook.com/KnowleSociety

We hope  that they will continue in membership for many years and perhaps become actively 
involved in the work of the Society:

The strength of the Society is in its membership, so if you know of anyone who has just moved 
into the village or otherwise might be interested in joining the Society, I would appreciate being 
‘tipped off’ and I will offer them the opportunity of joining our very successful organisation.

At this time of the year, when the ‘army’ of Newsletter distributors also collect subscriptions 
from those who do not pay by Standing Order, we learn of members who have moved away or, 
unfortunately, have died.  We are very happy for anyone who does move away and wishes to keep 
in touch with events in Knowle, to continue in membership.  

We have members all around the country and even one in the United States, so if you do 
move and wish to continue your membership, just let me know and we’ll continue to send your 
Newsletter by email or post.


