
Knowle will be celebrating 
the 50th Anniversary of the 

designation of our Conservation 
Area on Saturday 21st July. Please 
put the date in your diary now.

With the Church and Guild House 
at its heart, the Conservation Area 
has 87 nationally and locally listed 
buildings and protects our village.

Our celebrations, from 11:30am  
to 4:00pm, will be for all the family, 
and will include: 
• a Trail for the children to follow 

and find answers to clues as shown 
on a Treasure Map; 

• guided walking tours of the village;
• the opening of the church tower;
• an exhibition marquee outside the  

Guild House;
• afternoon teas in the Guild House.
There will be a longer walk from 
the Legion to The Guild House at 
12:00 noon and a shorter walk from 
the Guild House to the Library at 
2:00pm. Well behaved dogs on leads 
are welcome. More guided walks 
will be arranged subject to demand.

The high point of the day will be 
the visit of the Mayor of Solihull, 
Cllr Flo Nash, who will mark the 
occasion by cutting the celebration 
cake at 1.30pm.
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NEWSLETTER

Celebrating Anniversary of Conservation Area 
The Craft of the Silversmith 
Penny Wheat
Conservation Area Anniversary Celebration
See details above
Hockley Heath and Lapworth Walk - 4 miles
Meet at the Pavilion, Old Warwick Rd, Hockley Heath, B94 6HH
Hearing Dogs for Deaf People
Jane Harrison
Temple Balsall, Tea & Cakes Walk - 4 miles
Meet at new Fen End Road car park (nearest postcode B93 0AN)
Social Evening - Quiz Night
Members & Guests only, Fish & Chip supper 

Monday July 16th
8.00pm in the Village Hall 
Saturday July 21st
11.30am to 4.00pm
Sunday August 12th
2.00pm at Hockley Heath
Monday September 17th
8.00pm in the Village Hall
Sunday September 30th
2.00pm at Temple Balsall
Monday October 15th
8.00pm in the Village Hall
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Conservation Area boundary and some of its landmark buildings
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From the Chairman
Andrew Marston asks for more thoughts about dealing with a local issue

From the time of my election as Chair I have 
received several emails and telephone calls from 

Members raising various matters of interest and 
concern and asking what we, The Knowle Society, 
intends to do about them.

This brings me back to the time when shortly 
after my wife and I became members. Virtually 
immediately thereafter I had found myself on the 
Community Services Sub-Committee, then chaired 
by Gary Masters.  

During the course of my first few months on that 
Sub-Committee, I went with Gary to a meeting of 
Tidbury Green residents who were  concerned about 
the speed of traffic in the area. In conjunction with 
Solihull Police, they were seeking approval to be 
given a radar speed gun.  This was duly granted and, 
under the appropriate rules and regulations, a local 
Neighbourhood Speed Watch was formed.

After our attendance in Tidbury Green, my 
brief article in these columns advised members 
that although such groups were providing valuable 
assistance to the local Police in reducing inappropriate 
speed, this Society was not a body to undertake such 
an activity of enforcement. We do not provide a 
‘policing’ service.

When speaking on the telephone recently to a 
very concerned person about an alleged dealing of 
drugs actually taking place at that very moment, in 
broad daylight, not too far away from their home, 

my suggestion for them to ring the police no doubt 
sounded very hollow.  

The Police had apparently been informed on 
previous occasions, with apparently negative results 
to date. I know the Police are aware there is drug 
dealing in Knowle and this is, of course, illegal, whilst 
other anti-social behaviours by young people are not.
However, the Officers on the ground are restricted in 
their capacity to deal with such matters.

As you are probably aware, our Community 
Services Committee used to have quite an active 
liaison with the Community Services Officer 
responsible for Knowle but due to both a reduction 
in numbers of both committee members and the 
Police, that has fallen away.

I am not suggesting we should become directly 
involved with the perpetrators but would like to 
take this opportunity of throwing the matter open 
to members for debate by seeking members’ views 
of what, if anything, they would like to be done and 
perhaps how they feel it could be achieved.

I therefore look forward to hearing from you with 
your views and suggestions over the next couple 
of months, for me to update everyone in our next 
newsletter.  

Thank you.
Andrew Marston,

chairman@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 774082

Barston Village Installs APNR Cameras to Fight Local Crime

The eagle eyed amongst our readers will have 
spotted signs on the entrances to the Barston/

Eastcote area warning motorists of the presence of 
Automatic Number Plate Recognition cameras. 

These have been installed by the Parish Council at 
a cost of about £1000 each plus fitting cost. There is 
a plan to have eleven in total, but the first four have 
been installed:
• in the centre of the village
• at Arden Self Storage, Friday Lane
• at the Eastcote crossroads
• at the Daleswood Health Centre, Barston Lane. 
The plan is that victims of crime or witnesses to 
suspicious activity can access the recorded camera 
data. 

The Parish council is then hoping to link the 
system to the West Midlands Police database of 
wanted vehicles enabling an immediate alert to any 
known crime-linked vehicle entering  the village.

The system notched up its first success when an arrest 
was made following damage to a vehicle in Oak Lane 
(as featured in our walk on page 11). This resulted 
from a police request for images of the suspect’s 
vehicle from the records held by the ANPR system. 

Could this be an answer to our Chairman’s request 
above? Only you can say. But, in the meantime, when 
entering Barston, smile, you will be on camera.



July 2018

3

Lower Litter Levels yet Many Bags Filled by Volunteers
and other Community Services News

LITTER PICK
Thank you to some fifteen volunteers, including our 
Councillors Alan Rebeiro  and Jeff Potts, who carried 
out a litter pick and tidied up the flowerbeds in the 
precinct and at the junction of Station and Lodge 
Roads. Also, thanks to Tesco for refreshments and to 
the Greswolde Arms for tea and coffee.

We collected some 23 bags of garden waste and 
litter. It was noted that the level of litter did seem 
lower than last time and I have noted that our 
teenagers are getting much better at putting litter  in 
the bins, particularly in the park. 

So, thank you to them. We do, though still have 
some way to go and further improvements are called 
for particularly, as of late, in  the High Street and the 
precinct.I shall hope to organise another session in 
the late summer.

Having spoken to Solihull Council, I understand 
that the waste bins across the borough are now 
emptied by their teams as necessary on a priority 
basis. Most of the time, this seems to be working. I 
have asked that, particularly at bank holidays and in 
the park, bins are emptied on the Friday. 

I would remind everyone that it is their job to put 
litter in the bins and the Council’s to ensure these 
are emptied.  I am still trying to communicate to the 
magpies and jackdaws that they are not to scatter 
stuff out of the bins! 

COUNCIL NEIGHBOURHOOD SERVICES
I am sorry to tell you that Kerry Mountjoy, our local 
Neighbourhood Officer from Solihull Council, has 
left her job at the end of May to find new horizons. 
She has been very supportive of the Society over 
many years. 

I am sure we shall miss her lovely and friendly 
personality and we wish her all the best in the future. 

KNOT GARDEN
I am delighted that the Society will again be receiving 
donations from Knowle and Dorridge Lions, Avon 
Homes and Solihull Council Neighbourhood Services 
for the Knot Garden’s upkeep by Mick Watson during 
2018/19. So we give a very big thank you to each of 
them. 

Along with the temporary addition of the owl, the 
garden is looking very good and is worth a visit when 
you are passing. 

POLICE
Abbie Atkinson (CPSO) tries to have a surgery on 
a monthly basis at Knowele Library. These are held 
on Mondays. If you check with the library, they will 
advise on dates. 

Lilla Baker
communityservices@knowlesociety.org.uk

Knowle 739073

Volunteers gather in the St Johns Way precinct to prepare for the April litter pick
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On Saturday 12th May, a group of eight members 
made the journey to the farthest fringe of 

Worcestershire to visit our fellow Civic Society in 
Malvern, where their members had planned guided 
tours for us, on a trip arranged by David Bower.

After meeting our hosts over coffee in the Great 
Malvern Hotel, two of them, John Dixon and 
Carleton Rees-Tarr led us out, in groups of four, 
for guided walking tours. Even those familiar with 
Malvern from previous visits saw buildings in a new 
light and sights previously missed.

From the remnants of an early coaching inn on 
the Hereford road to the magnificent building used 
to house scientists from the nearby Malvern Hills Air 
Defence Research & Development Establishment 
(instrumental in a host of advances such as radar and 
liquid crystal displays), there was so much to see and 
hear in a mere two hours.

Frequent were mentions of the arts. There was 
the Unicorn, the inn where C S Lewis and Tolkien 
gathered literary friends with regularity, and the 
Drama Festivals at which George Bernard Shaw 
premiered a number of plays in the 1930s. 

Also, of course, the small garden where a statue 
of Sir Edward Elgar looks down over the town 
beside the Enigma Fountain, recalling the inspiration 
he took whilst living here and taking delight in the 
adjacent hills.

Most fascinating of all was the background to 
Malvern’s years of booming growth, from the 1840s 
to the 1890s, when a host of doctors vied to subject 
people to torturous health farm style regimes.  

These claimed the ‘water cure’, based around the 
properties of the pure aqua that springs around 
the town from the granite hills. We even heard of 
a scandal in which one of the ageing medics fell for 
a young patient and become a central figure in a 
murder unresolved to this day!

We repaired for a sit down and quite splendid 
three course lunch of celery soup, shepherds pie 
and rhubarb & ginger crumble to the homely 
and traditional Great Malvern Hotel and more 
conversation about our Societies, the challenges of 
conservation and planning and, of course, life in 
general before setting out once more.

This time, we were treated to an hour and a 
half of strolling the interior of Malvern Priory. The 
building was originally a Norman monastery, dating 
from 1085, but was extensively extended in the 
15th century, before being rescued from demolition 
in Henry VIII’s Dissolution of the Monasteries to 
become a Parish Church.

Our tour was led by Reverend Tim Gunter, who 
highlighted many details that the casual visitor would 
be likely to miss and talked informatively about the 
features of the stained glass windows and a host 
of remarkably well kept locally made tiles from 
medieval times.

At the end of a most pleasant and enlightening day, 
in which the weather had been favourable for our 
purpose, we made our way back to Knowle with an 
increased fondness for the delightful town that since 
the days of its coaching inns has provided a gateway 
to the inspirational hills beyond.

The visiting party assembles to tour Malvern Priory

In the Footsteps of Elgar, Lewis, Tolkien and Shaw
A visit to our fellow Civic Society in Malvern
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Planning - A
ndrew
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arston

T he Committee members have found themselves 
to be quite busy during the last three months.

There has been the application submitted by the 
Royal British Legion, on behalf of interested parties, 
for the proposed improvements being made to the 
setting of the War Memorial in the churchyard.  

Whilst The Society has been involved in pursuing 
the goal to bring the permanent memorial back 
into use, through improvements to its access for 
November’s wreath-laying, our committee needed 
to evaluate the proposal from a planning perspective.

There were some initial concerns but these were 
dispelled when the committee, together with all the 
Trustee Directors, met with representatives of the 
Legion and Church for all to be fully acquainted with 
the reasons behind the proposal.  Not least of these 
was the proposed provision of a gap in the existing 
boundary wall immediately opposite the memorial 
along with the installation of gates.  

Although it gave rise to a possible concern of 
the listing status of the wall itself, the rationale 
for the plan, with its facilitation of the annual 
commemoration, enabled The Society to submit to 
the Council a note of support for the application.

Initial objections made to the Churchill Retirement 
Living planning application on the disused bowling-
green, with access from Station Road, were endorsed 
by the Council’s conservation planning officer.  

Unfortunately the applicant’s suggested slight 
reductions in the scheme have yet to be seen by the 
Committee and, therefore, we are unable, at present, 
to make further comment.

Other, relatively minor, applications have been 
considered. One matter of concern was the Planning 
Inspectorate’s appeal decision overturning the refusal 
by the Council for a single dwelling in the Green Belt. 

This was due, principally, to the Inspector’s 
perception of inconsistency in the Council’s 2013 
Local Plan as to the definition of ‘settlements’ in the 
Green Belt.  In the event that any further, similar, 
appeals be found acceptable to the Inspectorate, 
additional changes to the emerging new Local Plan, 
may be included therein.

This brings me to the current deliberations by the 
Council on their overall Green Belt proposals. These 
are not likely to see the ‘light of day’ much before the 
Autumn.

In the meantime, by the time you read this report, 
the Council’s public consultation regarding the 
Neighbourhood Forum’s excellent Neighbourhood 
Plan should have been completed.  Any necessary 
changes will then have to be agreed before it can 
proceed in a finally approved form to its Referendum 
of all Knowle residents.

Andrew Marston, Knowle 774082
planning@knowlesociety.org.uk

Support for the War Memorial Improvement Scheme
and other Planning News
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Pathway Improvements - Not for the Faint Hearted
and other Natural Environment News

In for the long haul - the mammoth movement of aggregate from the park to the Nature Reserve begins

PATHWAY IMPROVEMENTS
The works to improve the pathways in the Local 
Nature Reserve (LNR)  were originally scheduled 
for Sunday 18th March and we accepted the delivery 
of the materials required on the preceding Friday. 
Members of the Knowle Allotments Society had 
agreed to loan wheelbarrows so we were ready to go. 

However, as you may remember, on the scheduled 
date, Knowle was white with snow! The works 
eventually took place on the two subsequent 
Thursdays.

Adam Noon of Solihull Council was in charge of 
the works and had organised the Council’s Rangers 
and members of both the Solihull Conservation 
Volunteers and the Mid-week Volunteers to assist on 
both days. Some of the Sunday volunteers came and 
helped on a Thursday! 

On the first Thursday we had a full day of work, 
digging out the existing mud and wood chippings and 
inserting new timber edging strips. We also started 
to move the aggregate into position. At the end of 
that first day we were encouraged by the appreciation 
of Arden School pupils using the path to go home, 
especially a student with fashionable white trainers!

The following week, we were joined by Society 
Members, Paul Muir (Friends of Knowle Park), 
Roger King, Gordon O’Connor, John Hulse and 
Mike Fisher and we were able to finish moving the 
remainder of the aggregate into position. 

It was not work for the faint hearted, it was hard 
physical labour clearing the pathways, digging out 

the channels for the new timber edging and shifting 
the aggregate.  

Approximately ten tonnes of aggregate were 
moved  (see picture above) by wheelbarrow, from the 
tarmac path down to the site!

We have re-laid the path into the wooded area 
from the bridge, the triangle of paths around the 
marker stone and filled in some of the very muddy 
paths just off the triangle. These ‘extensions’ have not 
been edged, as we wanted a less formal path as you 
go deeper into the LNR.

The materials for the path improvements have 
been funded from the money we received following 
our application to the Tesco Bags of Help Fund. We 
have now spent £641.23 of the £1000 we received. 
Going forward, we are planning to plant the triangle 
which is now surrounded by the new path (see picture 
opposite) with woodland wildflowers.  

DATE FOR  YOUR DIARY
Solihull Conservation Volunteers will be back in 
the Local Nature Reserve on Sunday 19th August 
(10.30am to 4.00pm) and again on Thursday 23th 
August (11.00am to 4.00pm) when they will be 
mowing the Meadows. 

They would very much welcome any assistance 
that can be given with this from Knowle Society 
members. 

Necessary equipment will be provided, but the 
wearing of both stout shoes and gloves is particularly 
advisable.N
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Trial of LetItGrow Wildflower Encouragement in the Park
And Explorer Scouts come up trumps in more Natural Environment News

TRIAL OF LETITGROW
Two areas in Knowle Park have been identified 
as areas to be included in a trial of the Solihull 
Council initiative to LetItGrow, aimed at promoting 
biodiversity and natural grassland across the borough.

 There is growing concern among conservation 
organisations that wildflower diversity in England has 
been declining due to close cutting of grass verges, 
parks and other open spaces. The meadow flowers do 
not get the opportunity to seed and thus die out. 

The plan for Knowle Park is to leave the old (now 
long gone) hedgerow line in the centre of the park to 
grow. This area is notoriously wet and we hope this 
will encourage those plants that thrive in a damp soil. 

The other area to be left to naturalise is that by the 
Longdon Road entrance and car park. The area under 
the trees towards the woodland is part of the LNR. 
We are interested to see whether leaving the grass to 
grow will lead to more diverse plants appearing. 

It is planned, though, to cut paths through the area 
to allow easy access to the woodland. 

The intention is to cut the grass at the end of the 
season, removing cuttings to avoid enriching the soil, 
thus encouraging wildflowers that prefer a poor soil.

It is important to note that this is a trial and these 
areas will be reviewed over the season.  

1ST KNOWLE EXPLORER SCOUTS
Many thanks to the 1st Knowle Explorer Scouts who 
did a great job clearing litter from the Local Nature 
Reserve on the evening of 1st May.  

LANSDOWNE HOUSE TREES 
Last year, following the felling of many fine trees in 
the grounds of Lansdowne House, Warwick Road, 
the Council imposed a temporary sitewide Tree 
Preservation Order (TPO). 

The owners of the site then commissioned an 
Aboriculturalist to carry out a Tree Evaluation 
Method for Preservation Order (TEMPO) value 
assessment of the remaining trees. 

They identified 149 individual trees and at least 
a further 26 specimens assessed as seven groups of 
trees. The TEMPO assessment was then shared with 
Solihull Council. 

Deborah Honan and Michael Eastwood from the 
Council then visited the site on two occasions, once 
viewing from the public rights of way, the second time 
they went onto the site itself with the landowners’ 
Aboriculturalist. They considered which of the trees 
would merit a TPO.  

On 2nd May, a detailed Tree Preservation Order, 
number 01150, was issued by the Council relating to 
the trees on the site.

This TPO identifies 21 individual trees, 66 further 
trees, assessed as 15 groups, and three areas of 
woodland.  

Please inform the Council immediately if you 
become aware of any tree works being carried out 
on the site.

Liz Hulse
environment@knowlesociety.org.uk

Knowle 773951

A job well done - volunteers at the completion of the Local Nature Reserve pathway improvements
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EXHIBITIONS
The previous exhibition “Law & Order in Knowle” 
was packed away at the end of June and was replaced 
by “Henry Tonks - Surgeon & Artist”.

 Henry was born in Solihull but eventually lived 
at Packwood Grange, which his father had built for 
the family. 

HERITAGE DAY 
There are two Heritage weekends this year. we have 
decided to keep the Local History Centre open on the 
second Saturday, 15th September, until 2.30pm. We 
will display a variety of scrap books and photographs 
dating from the early 1900s to the present.  

Come along any time between 10.00am and 2.30pm 
to take a glimpse into Knowle’s past.

PHOTOS AND DOCUMENTS NEEDED
Whilst talking about the past, if you have any photos 
or documents of any sort, particularly relating to 
the late 1940s and 1950s, we would be very pleased 
if you could bring them along to the Local History 
Centre any Saturday morning between 10.00am and 
12.30pm and perhaps allow us to copy them and add 
to our archives.

Janet Eržen, 
 history@knowlesociety.org.uk

Knowle 779040

New Exhibition Features Henry Tonks of Packwood Grange
and Heritage Day plans in Local History News

An Advanced Dressing Station in France.  Painted in 1918 by Henry Tonks
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Highways Improvement Plan May Offer Local Roads Relief 

Anew strategic report from Midlands Connect, 
the partnership of local authorities, business 

and transport interests across the Midlands, sets out 
a vision for cutting congestion around Birmingham’s 
‘Motorway Ring’ and its major spurs.

It will encourage members of our Society that 
one of its key recommendations is the widening of 
the M42 between Junction 3a and Junction 7. The 
frequency of severe congestion on that stretch has 
increased markedly and has a significant impact on 
Knowle’s local roads.

Plans for the area surrounding Junction 6, 
including increases to Airport passenger numbers, 
the new HS2 Station and the UK Central business 
and residential development, will only add to traffic 
volumes on the motorway.

The timescale suggested in the report for this 
recommendation, however, is for construction to 
take place between 2025 and 2035.

Amongst other recommendations in the report that 
may be of interest to frequent motorway users are:
• Examining the economic case for a Western 

Strategic Route linking M5 Junction 4a to M6 
Junction 11, bypassing the  M5/M6 interchange;

• Upgrading the A46 to form an Expressway link 
between M5 Junction 9 and M40 Junction 15;

• Identifying opportunities for Park and Ride schemes 
as an alternative to short motorway journeys.

For more information, the report can be found at: 
www.midlandsconnect.uk/publications.
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Just off the A508, a third of 
the way from Junction 15 

of the M1 towards the A5, is 
the historic village of Stoke 
Bruerne. Just an hour from 
Knowle, here is a day out made 
for the longer, warmer days as 
Spring turns towards summer. 

With the sun rising through 
a blue sky above and a shimmer 
on the surface of the water 
beneath it, there is so much 
to fill a day in this canalside 
Northamptonshire village. The 
village itself is a Conservation 
Area, designated in 1991.

Recognised as one of the 
prettiest in the Midlands, it has 
the Grand Union Canal at its 
heart and a host of stone and 
thatched cottages. 

Just half a mile north is the mouth of the Blisworth 
Tunnel, a triumph of historic engineering. At over 
3,000 yards, it is the third-longest navigable canal 
tunnel in the nation and the ninth-longest in the 
world. The biggest challenge in constructing the 
whole canal, it took 12 years with just picks, shovels, 
wheelbarrows and an army of navvies.

The regular, half hour ‘no need to book’ 
narrowboat trip up to the mouth of the tunnel and 
back are a must for most visitors. They provide a 
tranquil ride through picturesque countryside and a 
good opportunity for wildlife spotting.

Strolling up the towpath is more energetic, but 
affords the opportunity to visit Bob Nightingale, 
master blacksmith and maker of unique handcrafted 
ironworks at the tunnel entrance Tug Store. Those 
who time it right can not only feel the heat of the 
forge but see the sparks fly whilst he is hard at work.

Meanwhile, back in the village, the attraction that 
draws folk like bees to the honey-pot is the Canal 
Museum. Opened in 1963 in a converted corn mill 
it holds a terrific collection of artefacts reflecting 
the canal history and culture. There are working 
models of boats and locks, traditional painted canal 
crafts, traditional clothing, canal-side signs and lock 
keeper’s tools.

In the opposite direction to the tunnel, the 
Museum sits at the top of a flight of seven locks, 
another good excuse for a scenic stroll. Inevitably, on 
a busy day, there is a constant and fascinating flow of 
narrowboats in, out, up and down to be watched.

Once exhausted by that, the Museum café, which 
offers sandwiches, cakes, hot and cold drinks, might 
await. Yet some might prefer the more substantial 
ales and highly rated bar food of the historic Boat Inn, 
beside the Top Lock and run by the Woodward family 
since 1877!

A Day Out from Knowle - Stoke Bruerne and its Museum
Canalside conservation in a delightful Northamptonshire village
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In Conversation ... with David Bower and Leighton Jones
Dave Pinwell finds out how the Society has dealt with GDPR

As part of our regular series of conversations, we 
meet with two of the Society’s Trustee Directors  

who have been at the heart of implementing the new 
General Data Processing Regulation.

Leighton, you told us a little about GDPR 
in the last issue, was it mandatory for the 
Society to comply with it?
Leighton: Yes, any organisation that holds information 
about living persons has to abide by this new standard, 
even charities. It has been quite challenging. 

So, David, you have led the work, what did 
this involve?
David: A small team of us has met several times, got 
to grips with the legislation and developed an action 
plan. This involved a complete analysis of where we 
held data that would be affected and identifying what 
we needed to do to be compliant.

Did a lot have to change?
David: We did not need to make changes to the way in 
which we collect and store information. It turned out 
to be much more about documentation. A number of 
forms, especially our Membership Application Form, 
required amendment, for example.

Because the new Regulation requires that ‘data 
subjects are informed’ about information held about 
them, there was also an obligation for us to remind 
members that we cannot operate without holding  
membership related data, such as names, addresses 
and whether subscriptions are subject to Gift Aid. 

It is the two of you who have access to the 
membership records , is that right? 
Leighton: Yes, as Membership Secretary, I maintain the 
records. David designed and maintains the database 
itself and also holds a backup copy to ensure we do 
not lose our records by accident.

Others have access to some personal information 
on a ‘need to know’ basis, though. Other Trustee 
Directors hold information about their Committee 
Members and Volunteers. Our Distribution team 
needs to hold records of the addresses on the rounds. 
We ensure that access to personal information can be 
legitimately justified and reasonably expected.

What about sharing data with third parties? 
David: Again we limit access to those who need it. 
Generally speaking, we do not share data, but there 
are cases where it is necessary for us to do so.  

David Watson, as Treasurer and Company Secretary, 
has to share information about our Trustee Directors 

with the Charities Commission, Companies House 
and our Bank. He also deals with HMRC regarding 
Gift Aid records. We also use a GDPR compliant 
company to handle our email bulletins to Members.

We have not needed to as yet, but we foresee that 
we may need to share the details of volunteers helping 
with a particular task, or in the event of a claim, with 
our insurers. The key thing is that we would always 
inform people when information is to be shared.

Is there also something in the legislation 
about  the way information is held?
Leighton: We have always held our records securely, 
with electronic data password protected and paper 
records under lock and key. Retention periods have 
become important with the new legislation, though. 

We retain member data for seven years after 
membership is ceased, unless a specific request ‘to be 
erased’ is received. Even then, we may have to retain 
some data longer in the case of an ongoing query 
about Gift Aid from HMRC.

People now have a right ‘to be erased’? 
Leighton: Yes, they have, or to remove themselves by 
‘unsubscribing’ at any time in the case of the list of 
those who receive our email bulletins.

How do our members find out more? 
David: We have needed to prepare a more detailed 
‘Privacy Policy Statement’, which is now published 
on the Society’s website. 

Anyone enquiring further or exercising their right 
to know what information is held about them should 
email dataprotectionofficer@knowlesociety.org.uk 
or ring the Membership Secretary on 01564 773894.

Well, there has been a lot to do! Thank you 
for telling us about it.

David and Leighton check the GDPR Action Plan
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This  route is a plane spotter’s delight, adhering 
closely, throughout, to the southerly airport 

flight path and passing directly under it twice.
It starts from the heart of Hampton-in-Arden. 

From a suitable parking place, perhaps in Marsh 
Lane or Fentham Road, return to the B4102, by the 
church, and turn left into Belle Vue Terrace. 

Just beyond the end of a terrace of houses on the 
left here, you will find a narrow footpath that leads 
to a gate and then a field. Be careful, the footpath sign 
is very easy to miss. Keep left along the edge of this 
field as it crosses in front of Fentham Hall.

Passing though a second hedge, this path joins 
another. Bear right and follow it down the hill to a 
metal gate. Beyond this, the route then proceeds, 
straight on, along the edge of two further fields, 
through metal gates and straight across the middle of 
a large field which leads downhill to a brook.

Having crossed this, the path leads over three 
further fields, it bears slightly left in the middle one,  
but straight across the other two. The wooden bridge 
over another brook leads through a small uncultivated 
area and then out into a rough but fairly wide track. 

 This provides a clear view to the right across a 
field and up to the small hamlet of Walsal End.To the 
left are glimpses of the adjacent West Midland Golf 
Course along with the occasional shout of “Fore”. 

The track follows a sharp rise to a summit. The 
reward here is a splendid panoramic view across the 
golf course, its lake and the distant hills. From here 
it leads through a dip to a right turn onto Oak Lane.

On entering Barston, a diversion for refreshment 
to the Bull’s Head (pictured above) is an option. 
Otherwise, follow a path between the properties 20 
and 22 Oak Lane to pass through a wooden gate. 

Follow the left edge of the field beyond to a metal 
gate. This gives access to a path along the right hand 
edge of the next field and then across the middle of 
the two fields beyond that.

At the bottom of the hill, cross a wooden bridge 
and through some trees, then straight across yet 
another field to its far left hand corner. Here it joins 
another rough yet wide track that leads around a bend 
to a long avenue and through a gate into Walsal End.

Pass through this settlement to the very farthest 
properties. Here a stile on the right accesses a new 
path, to cross a small field and then a large one, over 
a farm vehicle track and subsequently a tarmac lane. 

At the other side of the lane a stile leads to a path 
along the right edge of a long field, across a footbridge 
and then behind Craddocks Nurseries. Crossing two 
more stiles. it continues up the right of a further 
field. Finally, a sharp right turn over a stile leads to 
back to Belle Vue Terrace and Hampton-in-Arden.     

Across the Fields from Hampton-in-Arden to Barston
Our local walking series takes us through the small hamlet of Walsal End

Local W
alk



A Very Warm Welcome to our New Members
and a note on Newsletter Distribution
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The Knowle Society 

We have over 3000 members; 
can you encourage your 
friends and neighbours to 
join too? This may be done 
either by contacting the 
Membership Secretary or 
through an application 
form on our website (address 
below).

Established to maintain the 
character of the Village.

Website and Social 
Media: 

www.knowlesociety.org.uk

www.facebook.com/ 
           KnowleSociety

Membership:
Leighton Jones
23 Newton Road, Knowle
B93 9HL
01564 773894
membership@
knowlesociety.org.uk

In this issue
1. Conservation Area
2. From the Chairman
2. APNR in Barston
3. Community Services
4. Society Visit to Malvern
5. Planning
6-7 Natural Environment
8. Local History
8. Midlands Connect
9. Day Out - Stoke Bruerne
10. In Conversation - GDPR
11. Walk Hampton-in-Arden
12. Membership
12. Meetings And Social 

The Knowle Society is a
company limited by 
guarantee, registered 
number 05514023. 
Registered Charity number 
1111085.

This Newsletter was due to be delivered early in July.  If anyone has had a problem with the 
delivery, please let me know so we can try and improve.  However all the people involved 
in producing and delivering the Newsletters are volunteers and things do not always go 
according to plan.  People have family lives, after all!

Leighton Jones, membership@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 773894

Editor: Dave Pinwell, 07500 081216
newsletter@knowlesociety.org.uk

Distribution: Anne Smith, 01564 
779120, distribution@knowlesociety.org.uk

Proof-readers: David Bower, Maria 
Brown, Leighton Jones

 

Previous Issues
all the way back to January 1963, are 
available on our website:
              www.knowlesociety.org.uk

Next issue
Copy deadline: 1st September 2018
Distribution commences:1st October 2018

The Knowle Society Newsletter

We welcome the following Members who have joined the Society since the last Newsletter 
was published:

At our April speaker evening, Dr Kate Evans, 
founder and director of the charity Elephants 
for Africa, and resident of Chadwick End, shared 
with us her passion for helping the magnificent 
pachyderms.

She explained that their population was 
decimated by ivory trade between 1900-1970 to 
the point where out of several millions, there are 
only about 350,000 left now. The illegal wildlife 
trade in elephant tusks is, she told us, worth an 
estimated £50 billion a year. 

At the same time as the decline in elephant 
numbers, there has been a huge human 
population increase in recent decades. This has 
led to conflicting interests. Keeping cattle is key 
to the local economy, but elephant herds damage 
fences and can release cattle as a result. 

As a result, as well as assisting with protection 
against poaching, Elephants for Africa is also 
working on the provision of solutions for farmers 
and their families, aiming for a future of balanced 
coexistence between the competing needs of 
villagers and herds.

Dave Pinwell,  07500 081216, meetings@knowlesociety.org.uk

Ensuring a Future for the African Elephants

Dr Kate Evans


