
Knowle’s Conservation Area has 
just passed the 50th Anniversary 

of its designation in March 1968 by 
the, then, County Borough Council. 

The Society played a key role in 
making this happen, to preserve the 
core of the village. The results are 
there to see in buildings and cottages 
that have remained protected through 
five decades of development.

Knowle’s designation was one 
of the earliest in the country, the 
first, Stamford, taking place just six 
months earlier in September 1967.

To mark that Anniversary at our 
AGM, the Society invited Stamford 
Civic Society to tell members about 
that first Conservation Area. 

Two of their Trustees, Peter Stean 
and Martin Lander, told how there 
had been talk that the A1, which 
passed through the town until it was 
bypassed in 1960, might be widened, 
to the detriment of its historic heart.

They shared inspiring photographs 
of many delightful listed buildings 
which had obtained protection.

Inevitably, thoughts arise of what 
might have become of Knowle 
without this status of which we are 
rightly proud. 
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NEWSLETTER

Fifty Years of Conservation for our Village
Dorridge Park and Four Ashes Walk
Meet at the Car Park, Arden Road, B93 8LQ - 4 miles
Elephants for Africa
Dr Kate Evans
Guided tours of historic Malvern, hosted by Malvern Society 
Further details & booking - visit@knowlesociety.org.uk   
The Value of Trees
Ian McDermott 
Kixley Lane & The Grand Union Canal Walk 
A 3.5 mile stroll through local lanes, field and towpaths
Tuneful Tubes
David Wornham
Bradnock’s Marsh and Barston Lake Walk
Meet at Ye Olde Saracens Head Car Park, CV7 7AS - 4 miles

Sunday April 15th
2.00pm at Dorridge Park 
Monday April 16th
8.00pm in the Village Hall 
Saturday May 12th
10.00am at Great Malvern Hotel 
Monday May 21st
8.00pm in the Village Hall
Wednesday May 23rd
7.00pm at the Guild House
Monday June 18th
8.00pm in the Village Hall
Wednesday June 20th
7.00pm at Saracens HeadEv
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The Old School, Kenilworth Road - Protected by the Conservation Area
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I am writing this, my first Report as Chair of your 
Society, shortly after the AGM was held on Saturday 

24 February.   Some 44 members who braved the 
cold were present in the Village Hall to undertake 
the formal business of the Society which, of course, 
included Bill Bohanna making his final report to all 
present.  

I must, therefore, thank Bill for the hard work and 
time he has given the Society during the past three 
years and always with an element of understatement 
to his own contribution.  

You will find on the page opposite a few relevant 
extracts from his comments he gave us therefore I 
need say no more to Bill save ‘thank you for all your 
efforts’.  He will certainly be a hard act to follow.

I cannot continue without mentioning the 
refreshments, particularly the excellent home-made 
cakes, enjoyed during the interval, for which I must 
thank all those involved. 

One other matter I will highlight, as it is indeed a 
highlight of The Society’s history, is Bill’s suggestion 
that we should, once more, have a President.  This 
role was first held by Dr Bower, a founder of The 
Society and, latterly, held by long-serving and active 
Member Peter Ellis.  

I am delighted to say to all those who were unable 
to be with us on Saturday that another stalwart of the 
Society, Peter Ewin, accepted Bill’s recommendation 
to be President with unanimous support given by all 
present.

The AGM rounded off with an illuminating talk 
from two Trustees of the Stamford Civic Society, 
Peter Stean and Martin Lander. They gave a well-
illustrated talk about Stamford Conservation Area, 
which was the very first to be designated in the 
country.  

Their ideals are hard won when facing the proposed 
continual changes being made by others but which 
their Society considers will be detrimental to their 
town.  

It is comforting to know that we in Knowle are not 
the only ones to have such ‘battles’ but the ‘umbrella’ 
assistance of Civic Voice does give us the opportunity 
when felt necessary of using a national body with 
those ‘powers that be’!

Little did I know back in the 1960s, when I lived 
in Widney Road as a teenager and was aware of the 
then fledging Society, that some 55 years on I would 
find myself to be its Chair.  However, I accepted Bill’s 
offer to be his Deputy knowing what this would mean 
if I ‘stayed the course’, especially as I am continuing 
to Chair our Planning Committee.  

Even without such a demanding second role of 
that Committee, being Society Chair will involve me 
in many other aspects of the normal business of the 
Society.

 I know, though, that I have the full support of my 
fellow Trustee Directors to help me to undertake 
both roles, not least from Dave Pinwell, who has 
accepted my offer for him to be my Deputy.

I also hope that during the coming three years the 
Knowle, Dorridge and Bentley Heath Neighbourhood 
Plan will become a reality and, as a result, give ‘teeth’ 
to the ideals and aims of our Conservation Area 
status.  

I therefore look forward to the challenges that 
may present themselves to us, as part of day to day 
village life, and our ability to face and resolve them 
to the benefit of all.

Andrew Marston,
chairman@knowlesociety.org.uk

Knowle 774082

Left - Peter Stean (l) and Martin Lander (r) join Andrew Marston; Centre - Cakes ready for the interval;  
Right - PCSOs Abbie Atkins and Aaron Murdoch talk to members during the break.

From the Society’s New Chairman, Andrew Marston
Reflections on the AGM and his new role
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Exhibitions Schedule for the Next Year 
Local History Centre Exhibition News

Sketch from 1865 shows the stocks used for ‘Law and Order’

Janet Eržen, Local H
istory

Our exhibitions schedule has now been finalised 
for the coming year and will be as follows:

Apr–Jun  Law & Order in Knowle 
“Nothing ever happens in Knowle”, some say. Starting 
in 1278, our ‘Law and Order in Knowle’ exhibition 
will persuade you otherwise. Murder, highway 
robbery and trespass by oxen have all played their 
parts over the years. See how they have been dealt 
with and do our gentle quiz.
Jul-Sep  Henry Tonks, Surgeon & Artist
A fitting lead in to the following exhibition on WW1 
as Henry Tonks played two important roles in the 
Great War, medically as a surgeon and artistically as an 
official war artist accompanying John Singer Sargent 
on tours of the Western Front.
Oct–Dec    100 year Anniversary of the End 
                           of World War One
Jan-Mar ‘19  Springfield House & The  
                           Jackson Family  

The exhibitions are situated upstairs in the Library 
and are available to view, free of charge, at any time 
during opening hours. 

If you have any queries or you would like more 
information on anything to do with the local history 
of Knowle, then there are stewards on duty every 
Saturday morning from 10.00am to 12.30pm. They 
will be very happy to help.  

We have over 7000 items in our archives including 
photographs, documents and a variety of other 
artefacts.

If you visit during the week when there are no 
stewards on duty, we would be very pleased if you 
could sign our visitor’s book. This can usually be 
found on the table or, alternatively, on top of the 
cabinets.

Janet Eržen, Knowle 779040
history@knowlesociety.org.uk

More from the AGM - Outgoing Chair, Bill Bohanna 

In looking forward, he was pleased to highlight the 
work on revitalising the war memorial (see page 6) in 
readiness for this year’s WW1 anniversary and wished 
Andrew Marston all the best for his Chairmanship.

As his final act as Chairman, Bill was pleased to 
present Mike Humphreys with a Life Membership of 
the Society as a token of thanks recognising his time 
spent in benefitting the Society in providing paintings 
for the Society’s fundraising Christmas cards.

In addition to his formal report submitted with the 
agenda, Bill Bohanna concluded his three year tenure 
as Chair by highlighting what he saw as the key 
achievements of this period: 

• the award of the Queen’s Award for Voluntary 
Service;

• the saving of the telephone box on the High 
Street to become an information centre; 

• the owl carving, created in tribute to Dr Bower;
• the project to plant bulbs at the gateways to the 

village (see photo), and 
• the funds raised by the Society for such projects 

as the Village Hall and the Neighbourhood 
Forum.  

He thanked Trustee Directors in turn for their 
support, contributions and hard work over the years.  
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An Overview of the Birmingham ACC and its Work
Lilla Baker outlines her role representing Knowle Society at the Airport

All airports are required to have an Airport 
Consultative Committee (ACC) by The Civil 

Aviation Authority (CAA). The Society has always 
been active on the Birmingham ACC and I have been 
its representative for several years, having taken over 
from John Rowley. 

The ACC meets four times a year and currently has 
a membership of 42 representatives. These are a mix 
of elected councillors for various Councils stretching 
from Warwickshire across to Staffordshire as well as 
Parish Councils, businesses and community groups/
organisations. I am currently one of four members  
who have been elected to sit on the Steering Group, 
to set the Agenda and identify any potential issues. 

The Committee meets four times a year and 
receives reports from the Airport on all aspects 
of its operation, including commercial activities, 
environmental monitoring, complaints, recycling 
and passenger services. There will be major changes 
around the Airport over the next decade as a result of 
new development/investment plans, known as ‘UK 
Central’ and including the planned HS2 station.

In its Constitution (www.ukaccs.info/bham) the 
ACC’s Mission is ‘For Birmingham Airport Ltd to 
consult on its societal, economic and environmental 
impacts with representatives of business, local 
communities and those using and working at the 
Airport and for those representatives to monitor,  
challenge, inform and influence’.

The Airport is one of our biggest local employers, 
providing us with jobs, a local take off point for many 
holiday and business destinations, as well as at times 
giving us cause for concern on a number of issues 
as we saw, for example, with the process for the 
introduction of new flight paths a couple of years ago. 
The same process is now under way for new flight 
paths for northbound take offs. This is benefitting 
from the lessons we learnt.

Last year saw a volatile and competitive market 
with the loss of Monarch. Fortunately other airlines, 
for example Jet 2, and Tui, have taken up new routes. 
Primera are introducing long haul flights to North 
America in April. Use of social media for marketing 
the airport is growing and seen as a useful tool. 

Improving the customer experience is very 
important to the Airport as passenger numbers 
increase to record levels year by year. There has been 
considerable investment into achieving improvements 
to the passenger journey through the airport both 
inside and outside. Changes to drop off and pick up 
are now in place with work now started on a covered 
walkway to the terminal. 

A new multi million system for baggage handling 
should come into action in the Spring. (Responsibility 
for getting your luggage on and off rests with 
individual airlines and their contracts are with the 
baggage handling companies.) 

Enabling passengers to go through security quickly 
and efficiently has also been improved. The number 
of passengers with reduced mobility is increasing, 
including those with hidden disabilities. It is helpful  
if passengers requiring special assistance advise at 
time of booking that the service will be required so 
it may be planned, rather than requesting it on the 
day of travel. This can be done via the website, details 
below.  

The range of shopping and eating facilities all have 
to conform to the standards set by the airport and 
change from time to time. 

The airport has also to deal with matters of wild 
life around the runways, especially flying birds, as 
well as cutting grass and shifting snow, of which. 
16,000 metric tons had to be moved in December 
last year to keep the planes flying.

If you want to know more about the Airport, visit 
the website - www.birminghamairport.co.uk.

Meanwhile, the Community Services team, after 
a winter rest, will now be looking to undertake 
litter picks and refresh raised flower beds in Knowle 
during the Spring. I trust that some of you will again 
volunteer - I shall be in touch! 

Lilla Baker, Knowle 739073
communityservices@knowlesociety.org.ukLi
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Maintaining Public Health in the 21st Century 
News from our January Monday evening meeting

down in the not so distant future. So, please, if you 
want to keep our local shops and not just have a 
village of eating places, charity shops and estate 
agents – “USE ‘EM OR LOSE ‘EM”!

Talking of eating places, the former Luna Rosa 
in the precinct is now known as Rio Steak House, 
with the same owners but now specialising in ‘steaks 
with a twist’.  About 50% of dishes from the old 
Mediterranean menu will also still be available, 
though. 

Also, Deli Pizza, in the precinct opposite Tesco, 
has recently closed down.

Janet Eržen

By the time this Newsletter is delivered, the Shoe 
Box, on the High Street at the bottom end of the 
precinct, will have closed down. Pam Read, the 
owner of the business, said “It has gone so quiet lately 
and my daughter is having her first baby, so I decided 
to call it a day and take life a little more easy.”  

Some chance Pam with a new grandchild!  Pam 
has been in the village for fifteen years and will be 
much missed, particularly by mums with young 
children.  However,  she does have an online shop 
(www.theshoeboxofknowle.com).  

This site will also direct customers to her ebay 
site.  We wish Pam all the best for the future.

Also by the time you read this, Zebra Kids on the 
High Street will sadly have closed as well and will be 
very much missed.  

Tracy, the owner,has done so well in Knowle that 
she now needs much more space and has found the 
ideal place in Solihull in what is now called Drury 
Arcade at the rear of House of Fraser, opposite Le 
Scarpe Shoe shop.    She will re-open in her new 
premises on 16 April.  We wish Tracey all the best for 
the future.

There are no new shops since the last Newsletter,  
but there are rumours of two or three more closing 

Around the Shops 

In January, we welcomed Solihull’s Director 
of Public Health, Dr Stephen Munday and his 

colleague, Sara Rooney, to talk about their work. 
They told how the role today has changed from 

its roots in tackling health risks such as cholera 
spreading through water supplies. As early death 
rates have declined and life expectancy has improved, 
the prominent causes of death have changed and the 
focus of public health professionals with them.

We heard that amongst the primary concerns 
now is the frequency of early deaths from unhealthy 
lifestyle choices, such as smoking, excess alcohol, 
poor diet and lack of exercise - leading to diabetes, 
obesity, cancer and heart disease.

Obesity is a growing issue, affecting two thirds of 
adults and one in six children leaving primary school, 
a growing concern for the future if not acted upon.

We welcomed the news, though, that residents 
of Solihull borough exceed national norms for the 
number of years with a good quality of life.

For more information, find the ‘Public Health 
Annual Report for Solihull’ on the Internet.

M
eetings and Social
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Progressing the Plan to Restore the War Memorial 

The drawing above, kindly prepared by local artist 
Mike Humphreys, shows the plan. The freshly 
cleaned Memorial would have new stone posts to its 
rear, engraved with a Roll of Honour for the fallen 
(see opposite page). 

To its front, new gates in the wall would 
provide a clearer view and would be opened for 
commemorative occasions to allow for the crowds 
drawn by such occasions.

There remains much work to do, but the team 
driving the project forward are much closer to 
making our Memorial the one that our village, and 
those it gave up to war, deserve.

In our October 2017 edition, we featured the War 
Memorial in the churchyard and told of the aspiration 
of the Society, the Parish Church and the Royal British 
Legion to work together on an initiative to restore it. 

We invited comments and have been encouraged 
by the positive enthusiasm that is shared for the 
Memorial to again become the focus of village 
Remembrance.

The project has now developed and there is now 
a plan. The hope is that this might be realised in 
time for this year’s Remembrance Day, which will 
commemorate the centenary of the conclusion of 
World War One.

Mike Humphreys’ Artist’s Impression of the Memorial as it will look



April 2018

7

The Draft Roll of Honour for the Upgraded Memorial 

ADAMS Joseph
ADAMS Leonard
ALDINGTON Frank
ANDREWS Joseph R
ASTLE Alexander A
BALKWILL John
BARBER Alfred G
BARTLETT Alfred
BATSFORD William
BAULCOMBE Frank
BAULCOMBE Fred C
BIRD William AJ
BISHOP  Charles
BLAKEMORE Reginald
BRITT Sydney
BROWN George F
BRYAN Frank
BURTON George H
BUTCHER Cyril AM 
CAMMACK Edith 
CARTER George H
CLEAVER Henry F
COOPER John H
COOPER Thomas
COTON Shirley
COTTERRELL  John H
COX  Arthur N
COX Edward J
DAY Charles
DAY Harry
EDWARDS Percival C
FELL Henry J
FINLEY William R
GIBBS Thomas
GLOVER Thomas H
GREENLAND Bernard  
GWINNETT Alfred HR
HAINES Charles
HALL Alfred A
HALL Theodore N
HARRIS Francis G
HARRIS John B
HAYNES Charles H
HAYNES Thomas W
HERBERT Edward G
HOLLIS Frederick E

HOLT Stanley
HOUGHTON Victor
HUTCHINGS Charles 
JOHNSON Henry C
KEEL William H
KNIBB Alfred
KNIGHT Lewis J 
LINDON George
LOVEGROVE William
LUDLOW Stratford W
MANDER Frederick W
MARSHALL John
MASON Job W
NEALE Ernest W
NEALE Richard
NIX John 
NORMAN Frederick
PAGET Arthur
PATTERSON Philip L 
RATCLIFF John E
REEVE Albert N
ROBINSON Thomas G
SALT Philip
SMITH Clarence AS
SMITH Howard W
SMITH William R
SMITTEN Frank
SMITTEN George A
SMITTEN William H
SNOW Herbert
STAIN Ernest
STOKES William
SUMNER William C
TANDY Jack
TAYLOR George H
TAYLOR Walter C
THOMPSON George S
VAUGHAN Norman
WATTS Harvey W
WEBSTER Aubrey HB
WHITTLE John H
WILLIAMS John H
WILLIAMS Joseph
WRENCH James S
YOUNG John W

ABBOTT John J 
ABRAHALL Raymond L
ALDIS James R
COTTERRELL Hugh R
FIGGIS Samuel W
GALLOWAY Samuel J
GLOVER Thomas FJ
GRAY John
HALL Cyril
HARTWELL Diane
HAWKESFORD Cyril C
HAYCOCK Albert W
HOLLISS William H
HOUGHTON William
INGE John H
JONES Wilfred W
KNIBB John E
NICHOLS Alan C
PEARCE Douglas C
PIMM Ernest W
POTTER Leslie W
REESE Philip A
ROLFE John
RUDD Ernest G
SLATER Edgar A
TAYLOR John
THACKER Robert E
THOMAS William H
TURNER Ernest
YOUNG Dennis J
YOUNG Frederick J

OTHER CONFLICTS
                
IRAQ
KEYS Thomas R    

[There will be space left 
for Other Conflicts 
as and when they may 
unfortunately occur.]

   
 

WORLD WAR ONE WORLD WAR TWO

An up to date Roll of Honour is being prepared to be carved onto the Memorial posts. This combines the list 
from the Soldiers Chapel in the Church with other names that have come to light and from subsequent conflicts. 

If you know of any names that have been missed or believe any on the list to have been spelt wrongly, please 
just contact; Janet on 01564 779040 or email history@knowlesociety.org.uk. The closing date for any such 
additions/corrections is 1 June 2018. The current draft of the list is:
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The local Housing Market Area (HMA) Strategic 
Growth Study (to give its full title) has been 

made public by Solihull Council.  It shows that 
Solihull has a current requirement of 15,717 homes 
to be provided between the Aprils of 2016 and 2031, 
rising by a further 1,228 to 16,945 in 2036!

You can imagine the relative enormity of this task 
when you consider the requirement of just 19,538 
new homes for Stratford-upon-Avon which has an 
overall land area far greater than that of Solihull.  
Consequently this all seems to be somewhat 
disproportionate for Solihull. 

The outcome from the 7 December 2016 full 
Council Cabinet meeting, referred to in the last 
Newsletter, is now known.  

It was agreed to amend the Local Plan review 
programme, noting the then anticipated completion 
of this HMA Report, and we are therefore now 
looking at an expected Submission Draft of the Local 
Plan during this Summer/Autumn with a (public) 
examination following in the Spring of 2019. 

In the meantime on a somewhat more local 
basis, Churchill Retirement Living has submitted its 
planning application to the Council for a block of 
apartments giving their version of providing homes 
for the older person. This is a very similar type of 
development to that provided by McCarthy & Stone 
in the High Street, to be built on what became known 
as ‘the Waitrose site’.

  The application number is PL/2018/00093/
PPFL which is readily accessible on the Council’s 
website.  

We have been able to secure a meeting with the 
Applicant and their architect and discussed our 
concerns raised by the scheme, which are numerous.  
Although they have agreed to re-visit aspects of the 
scheme, I am doubtful if their initial proposals will do 
much to satisfy us.

 In the meantime, therefore, a formal objection 
of these matters will be submitted to the Council as 
part of their public consultation process.  

Members who have watched in dismay as the 
building work progresses on what is known as Hedge 
House in Kenilworth Road can be assured that we did 
object to the Council’s Planning Committee at the 
time the planning application was considered in the 
Autumn of 2013. 

Hedge House is a huge building with no relevance 
to its situation in the Green Belt and located ‘cheek 
by jowl’ to the residential redevelopment of Hall 
Farm.  Unfortunately, our comments fell on deaf ears 
and it is possible now to see the end result looming 
ever closer.

Now that the Neighbourhood Forum has 
responses to the Consultation regarding the Draft 
Neighbourhood Plan (NP) in its possession, it should 
not be long before the completed final document can 
be submitted to the Council.  

The possibility of an adopted NP giving greater 
protection to us all who live and/or work in Knowle 
becoming a reality is therefore a very welcome 
prospect.

Andrew Marston, Knowle 774082
planning@knowlesociety.org.ukA
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New Homes Planned for Solihull and In Progress Locally 
News from the Planning Committee

The proposed development by Churchill Retirement Living
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Members who attended 
the Knowle Society’s 

2017 AGM may remember a 
talk given by Roger Sutton, 
a leading member of The 
Malvern Society and son of 
Bill Sutton, a former active 
member of  our Society. 

We have now arranged a 
reciprocal visit to Malvern and 
you are invited to join that trip.

Some members of the 
Malvern Society will meet our 
party on arrival at the Great 
Malvern Hotel and act as our 
guides for the day.

The precise cost and details 
of the inclusive  lunch (typically 
Shepherd’s Pie & Crumble) will 
be confirmed on contacting me 
to express an interest by email or phone as above. 

We will all make our separate ways there, either 
by car or, if you prefer the sociability and leisure of 
the journey, by train. 

I can provide directions and details of train times, 
as required. It may also be possible to set up car 
sharing arrangements, let me know if this would be 
helpful.

After the formal tours, why not visit the shops or 
the Museum. Then, perhaps, take tea at the hotel 
or the famous Lady Foley’s tea room at Malvern 
Station, which has, itself, some delightfully restored 
decorative ironwork.

If you are unable to join us on that date, it is all 
worth seeing on a self guided tour on any day.

David Bower

A Day Out from Knowle - Join Us in Historic Malvern
Come on our Guided Visit to Malvern in May
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Restored decorative ironwork on the platforms at Malvern Station
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In Conversation ... with Andrew Lee
Leighton Jones talks to the Chairman of Knowle Masonic Centre

Andrew Lee is the Chairman of Knowle Masonic 
Centre (KMC), which is the building next to the 

Wilson Arms.

Morning Andrew, has it always been the 
Knowle Masonic Centre?

No, the Centre was purchased as a meeting place for 
Freemasons who used to meet at the George Hotel 
in Solihull and needed a new home. In the 1990s, 
the opportunity came up to buy the site, a former 
perfume factory, and build some offices on it. 

The sale of the offices enabled the Lodges to erect 
a Masonic Centre based on the original Victorian 
House without any debt at all. 

Since then the Centre has gone from strength to 
strength and now there are around 900 memberships 
meeting there in over 43 Lodges!

Can you tell us about Freemasons?

Freemasons are basically a friendly society of men 
who get together to meet others with the same aims 
in life - to live by strong community based principles, 
to help society and to raise money for charities. 

Last year Freemasons distributed about £18m to 
needy causes. Since 1980 over £100m has been raised 
by the 200,000 Freemasons in this country. 

And you are in charge of the Centre?

Yes, as a volunteer myself and with a Board of 
volunteers. What I would like to do in leading the 
Centre is ensure that we support local community 
causes as well as the many charities we support. 
Maybe things like a contribution to the local harvest 
festival, foodbank, or groups for helping busy mums, 
that sort of thing. 

These causes can sometimes be missed out by 
wider charitable giving. I have launched a KMC 
Community Fund for members to give to. Even if 
we are able to support small events like a trolley of 
food for the local foodbank, people currently in a 
vulnerable position would appreciate it. 

So far, for specific local causes,we have raised £700 
and I aim to raise much more than this every year.

Every penny counts for all of us. What else 
have you in mind?

I also have an ambition that the Centre is not seen as 
separate from the local community but as part of it. 
Just like the local church hall or community centre. 
Our members are your local shopkeeper, your bus 
driver, your businessman, estate agent, next door 
neighbour, your plumber or schoolteacher. 

Like Knowle or Dorridge Societies, Knowle Masonic 
Centre needs to be seen as a local asset. In March we 
held a community coffee morning in aid of Knowle 
Cancer Week.

What can our readers do if they identify with 
these positive thoughts and would like to 
explore further? 
Anyone who wants to know more can go to our 
website (www.kmcentre.co.uk). We have a contact 
form there. 

Someone will be in touch to answer questions and 
advise how local causes can benefit from what we do 
or even arrange a visit to the Centre and talk about 
becoming part of our very inspirational organisation. 

I am sure a lot of people in Knowle know the 
Centre is there but don’t really know much 
about it. 

I agree, it is a shame. We are very open and proud of 
what we do and we want more people to be a part 
of it. 

When the Community Fund helps the first person, 
even if it is as simple as providing a meal for someone 
who needs help at that time, I will be very proud of 
what the members have done.

Thank you for your time that has been very 
interesting. Hopefully this will now help 
people to know more of what you do.In
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The Kenilworth Millennium Trail, unsurprisingly, 
was opened in 2000. Starting by the Castle, this 

short and easy walking route of about two miles 
provides fresh glimpses of this fortification’s past.

It gives a circular tour around what is now a 
streamside meadow, but was, over six centuries past, 
part of a magnificent mere. This lake was central at 
times to the Castle’s recreation but, at others, to its 
defence. In 1266, it protected the Castle during a six 
month siege.

At the route’s farthest extent, it visits the former 
site of The Pleasance, the mereside moated pleasure 
garden and lodge, originally approached by boat from 
the Castle and built for Henry V in the early 15th 
century. Only the earthworks remain today. They are 
grassed over, but they clearly define the moat and, 
within it, what would have been, six centuries ago, a 
small island.

There are two Castle car parks, one between the 
B4103 and the northern face of the walls, the other 
approached by a small road on the southern side. 

The walk can be started from either. There is a 
further car park just across the main road between 
The Queen and Castle and Clarendon Arms.

Starting from the top of the sloped northern 
car park, take a well-worn footpath down into the 
former moat. At the far end of this Castle wall the 
path turns up a bank, continue to follow it around the 
edge of the walls until it veers a little away from the 
castle and through a gate.

Turn right and after a few yards, climb a set of steps 
to your left up to The Causeway, between the main 
Castle gate and the Ticket Office. This was the dam 
that blocked the path of Finham Brook to create The 
Mere in the early 13th century.

Turn right again and proceed out towards the 
southern car park. Those parking here will join the 
route at this point and follow the above on return to 
other side of the castle.

The entrance to the path along the edge of the 
meadow can be seen from the road here, just beyond 
the Causeway, through the small gate with a fine view 
across to the Castle, as pictured above. 

From here the path marks what was once the 
water’s edge and passes across two fields before 
reaching a gate. Here you will find an information 
board which tells of The Mere.

Turn right onto a new path that leads down across 
the brook and up to the remains of The Pleasance. You 
will find a further information board where the path 
takes a sharp left turn and then take the opportunity 
to explore the remains.

Return to the information board, from which a 
new path leads through what in summer is a tunnel 
of foliage and up the slope to High House Farm. Join 
the farm track here and return along the opposite 
bank of the former mere until reaching the B4103. 

Here refreshments await across the road, down 
the slope and into Castle Hill, in the highly regarded 
Clarendon Arms, for those who wish.

A Stroll in the Historic Shadow of Kenilworth Castle
A short route to visit traces of centuries past outside its walls

Local W
alk
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The Knowle Society Newsletter

A warm welcome to the following new Members who have joined since the last Newsletter: 

AN APPEAL FOR ASSISTANCE
You will know that the Society exists entirely through voluntary help.  Every single thing 
that happens is down to a band of Members who are willing to put a little (or more) effort 
into making the Society what it is.

One of those is the delivery of the Newsletter you are now reading.  There are nearly 
100 stalwarts who set out every quarter to deliver the Newsletter and to collect your 
subscriptions.  Unfortunately, with the age profile of our membership it is inevitable that 
some reach the stage of not being able to carry on, which is very understandable.  That 
leaves us with the need to constantly replace them and we need to do that at the moment 
as we are short of people to deliver to several of the rounds.  

This is an appeal for any Member who feels she/he can take on a delivery round to get 
in contact.  I will provide the information and assistance you will need in order to be clear 
what you might be volunteering for before you commit yourself, but if you do that you 
will get great satisfaction in ‘doing your bit’.
 
THE GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATION (GDPR) & YOUR PRIVACY
Some of you will have heard of this Regulation, which comes into effect soon. Others 
will have wondered why they were being contacted by organisations asking you to agree 
that they can keep and use information about you.  This is all due to the new Regulation 
requiring organisations to demonstrate that they have good reason to keep such information 
and are entitled to use it for marketing and other purposes.  

This might sound rather dry and boring, but it is important.  There have been regulations 
about data protection and security for some time, this new Regulation extends the 
protection for your information and controls the ways in which it can be used by others.

While the Society has always been careful with the information we hold about you, the 
new Regulation increases our responsibility to ensure it is kept securely and only used 
for legitimate purposes.  We are busy reviewing the effects on the way we handle and use 
such information, but our initial assessment is that we will not have to change very much.

Briefly, the information we keep about you, as a member, is what you have given us or 
is otherwise necessary for the Society to operate.  It is essentially your name, address and 
contact details, records of your subscriptions and information about your activities in aid 
of the Society, such as whether you deliver Newsletters or help in the Library.  We are 
careful to keep this as up to date as we can, but everyone is entitled to know what we do 
have and to correct anything.

We will tell you more about what we have done and what this means for you, once we 
have torn a few more grey hairs out and understand what the 127 pages of EU legalese 
really means!

Leighton Jones, membership@knowlesociety.org.uk, Knowle 773894


