
The recent incursion by a group 
of travellers onto the Children’s 

Playing Field in Kixley Lane, owned 
by The National Trust, is, as we go to 
press, the latest of a number of such 
incidents in Solihull. 

A resident of the Lane saw the 
first van drive on and notified the 
authorities. Thanks to prompt action 
by the Police, National Trust and 
Solihull Council, they were moved 
on within 24 hours. 

However, the group left much 
mess and bags of rubbish, which 
needed to be cleared away promptly. 
It was said that they had also 
exhibited threatening behaviour 
towards retailers on the High Street.

As a result of these incidents, 
concerns were raised by residents 
about other areas of open ground 
that may be at risk. As the travellers 
moved on, quick thinking residents 
parked vehicles across vulnerable 
entry points to the park and village 
green, notably at Starbold Crescent. 

It had been noted that there 
had been vans in residential roads 
from which people appeared to be 
investigating the potential for entry 
and taking photos. 

So, what is to be done? Turn to 
Page 4.

Volume 55 Issue 4 OCTOBER 2017

NEWSLETTER   

Tackling Caravan Invasion Risks on Open Spaces
Social Evening - Quiz Night with Fish’n’Chip Supper
Members and guests only, a small charge will be made
Baddesley Clinton – Servants, the Victorian era onwards
Jill Kashi
Grand Switch On of the Village Christmas Lights 
with Father Christmas
Traditional Boxing Day Walk 
Mince pies & mulled wine served on the route
Maintaining Public Health in the 21st Century
Sara Rooney

Monday October 16th
7.30pm in the Village Hall 
Monday November 20th
8.00pm in the Village Hall
Monday November 27th
4.00pm outside the Guild House
Monday December 26th
11.00am, meet at the Guild House
Monday January 15th
8.00pm in the Village Hall
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Residents share the challenge of blocking the village green entrance in Starbold Crescent 
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Help us Bag a Share of Tesco Bags of Help 
for Local Nature Reserve improvements - and other Environment news

We are delighted to tell you 
that our bid for funds from 

the Tesco Bags of Help initiative 
was successful. 

Tesco teamed up with 
Groundwork to launch its 
community funding scheme, 
which sees grants of £4,000, 
£2,000 and £1,000, raised from 
carrier bag sales in Tesco stores, 
being awarded to local community 
projects. 

Groundwork is a charity that 
helps people to organise and work 
together to protect, preserve, 
improve or create community 
green spaces. 

It reviewed and approved our 
bid and the project is now one of the three projects in 
this Tesco region to have been shortlisted to receive 
a cash award.

Solihull Council, which owns the Nature Reserve, 
helped us prepare the bid and will give the project its 
full support.

Tesco shoppers will decide which project will 
receive the top grant. Everyone shopping in local 
Tesco stores between 1 September and 31 October 
2017 will have a chance to vote for the project of 
their choice using a token given to them at the check-
out each time they shop.

If you are shopping in Tesco Knowle or Dorridge 
please make sure you are given or take a token when 
you make any purchase and, if you wish to support 
this community project, please cast your vote by 
placing your token in the Knowle Society slot.

Volunteers from the community will provide 
all the labour, so any money raised will be used to 
purchase the materials needed to complete the tasks. 
Depending on the amount we receive, the money 
will be used to:

• purchase materials to improve the pathways;
• buy bird and bat boxes to encourage nesting;
• provide signs to help to identify the plants, 

butterflies and other creatures, which make the 
nature reserve their home.

We were delighted to have the opportunity to bid for 
this funding and thrilled to have been selected. This 
project will help to create a lasting natural haven for 
people and wildlife to enjoy.

Let us hope we can do it all!

SCOUTS STEP UP TO THE MARK
Our thanks to the Knowle Armstrong Explorer 
Scouts who followed the success of their bulb planting 
efforts last year with an evening of hard labour in the 
nature reserve!

On a warm sunny evening, one group helped 
to dig out an “invasive plant”, an escapee from a 
neighbouring garden. If it had been allowed to 
flourish it would have swamped the native plants. 

The other group did some valuable litter picking 
(see photo above) and returned a shopping trolley 
abandoned in the woods. They found plenty of cans, 
bottles and food containers, but left the area looking 
great. Unfortunately the individuals using the area 
for socialising have again left a carpet of litter. It is 
very sad to see the area spoiled in this way, by local 
people who should know better.  

POND PLANTING - SAD NEWS
Our worst fears have been realised and only a couple 
of the many plants placed in the pond have survived. 

We do not know the exact reason for the failure, 
but on a brighter note, I have noticed two large and 
healthy broods of ducks. A testament to the fine 
vegetation available to their parents? 

ONE MAN WENT TO MOW!
At the end of August, two groups from Solihull 
Conservation Volunteers took on the annual task of 
mowing the meadows in the Job’s Close Local Nature 
Reserve. The teams used both modern motorised 
equipment and the traditional scythe to tackle this 
mammoth task, see the photos on Page 5.  
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A New Lease of Life for Knowle’s ‘Lost War Memorial’?  
Considering a plan for next year’s WW1 Centenary

D o you know about Knowle’s 
‘lost’ War Memorial? Each 

November we gather around 
the temporary memorial that is 
installed on The Green for our 
Remembrance commemorations, 
as we will this year. 

However, by the main path 
to the church from Kenilworth 
Road, at the edge of the 
graveyard, is the largely forgotten 
permanent memorial shown in 
the photo.

Conversations are now in 
progress between representatives 
of the Church, the Royal British 
Legion and the Society about how 
this might be brought back into 
use. 

The aspiration is that for 2018, 
the centenary of the end of the 
First World War, we might have 
found and implemented a solution 
and that a restored memorial 
might again become the focus of 
village Remembrance and be so 
for the next hundred years.

This will not be without 
challenge and expense. The memorial itself needs 
cleaning and refreshing. Also, at present, the nearby 
bushes partially hide it. 

An answer to the challenge of getting a crowd 
around it for commemorative occasions given its 
location just across the path from a high and solid 
wall needs to be found.

However, thanks to the initiative of Dr Irvine 
Stuart, this aspiration is gathering momentum.  
A number of people have expressed enthusiasm 
to donate towards the costs and ideas for crowd 
management are emerging for consideration.

If you are not familiar with this memorial, take a 
look next time you are in the village. If you have any 
thoughts or would be eager to donate, please get in 
touch.

How good would it be to commemorate next 
year’s centenary around the memorial that our 
predecessors of almost a hundred years ago intended 
us to be using to remember the sacrifice of their 
generation?

Bill Bohanna
chairman@knowlesociety.org.uk

Knowle 739390

The permanent war memorial - Knowle churchyard



THE KNOWLE SOCIETY

4

Tactics for Avoiding Future Incursions by Travellers
and, in further Community Services news, the ongoing battle with litter

TRAVELLERS
As a result of the Kixley Lane invasion and the 
concerns raised elsewhere, a meeting was held with 
a representative from the Council. It was arranged 
with the help of Bill Bohanna, our Chairman, and 
Councillor Diana Holl-Allen.  

It took place in the Greswolde and it had the main 
purpose of discussing the ongoing security of our 
open spaces for the future, particularly the park. 

We were asked what sort of preventive measures 
would be favoured by the community. Solid bollards 
which may be lowered for emergencies appeared a 
favoured option.  

Encouraging the use of ‘the local bush telegraph’ 
as well as local websites and email networks, 
including the Society’s own, were also seen as useful 
contributions that could be made.  

Our comments and suggestions would be put 
forward for consideration and we would be advised 
in due course. Meanwhile, a new padlock has been 
fitted to the gate of the park (see photo, right).

Our MP, Caroline Spelman, who also attended, 
explained some of the legal intricacies regarding 
travellers.

Is difficult to prosecute for offences and serve 
notices as the travellers are technically of no fixed 
abode and it is difficult to get precise evidence. Under 
Section 61 of the Criminal Justice Act though, police 
may now serve an injunction if there is evidence on 
three counts - vandalism, anti-social behaviour and 
the likelihood of criminal damage.

However, the travellers can then move on 
elsewhere, because injunctions are attached to the 

land rather than groups of people. Nevertheless, she 
said, the Council and Police have all possible measures 
in place following the incidents in Chadwick End a 
while back.

So, what might residents do to discourage such 
incursions on our open spaces? The travellers are 
looking for work and for means of making money, 
often at our expense. 

We should avoid leaving out scrap metal etc on 
frontages. There are licensed dealers who are happy 
to collect by arrangement. Also, we should take 
particular care about cold callers offering to carry 
out casual work and repairs for money up front. 
Always check them out first. 

LITTER
“Litter litter everywhere in sight whether it be day or night.
It is not a sin to put it in the bin”     

Litter continues to be a significant irritant (see 
photo, left), particularly in the park and tennis courts 
and areas behind the High Street and precinct. 

I have been speaking to teenagers on a friendly 
casual basis and most do put their litter in the bins - 
thank you. I have not, though, ventured out at night 
to the groups who clearly do not!  

Parents, if your children are in and around the 
park at night, then a reminder that dropping litter 
is illegal might be in order! I and other dog walkers 
would be delighted not to have to pick up after them.

A further litter pick around the village has been 
arranged for the first week in October.  Li
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AIRPORT
I attended the Airport Consultative Committee 
meeting on August 16th and am pleased to report that 
talks about the Night Flying Policy are continuing.   

Passenger numbers continue to grow, although 
there have been some issues with baggage handling, 
not least with recruitment of necessary staff who 
require high security vetting.  

Baggage handling is the responsibility of the 
handling companies who are contracted by the 
airlines, though, and not the airport. The new 
passenger drop off facility is now up and running. 

FLOWER BEDS
Angela Bird and I put in some additional plants in 
the Station Road/Lodge Road  corner flower bed. 
Solihull Council Neighbourhood Services kindly 
funded the cost of these, thank you to them. 

We hope to have tidied up the beds in the 
precinct during September.  

POLICE
I attended a Community World Cafe meeting in 
Balsall Common, run by the Police for the rural 
committees in Solihull. It was aimed at bringing ideas 
suggestions and solutions to the difficulties we face. 

In the group I was with, one lady stressed the 
importance of listening to teenagers to find out 
what activities they would like and how this could 

be achieved. She and her husband had recently 
started running boxing evenings with success, giving 
opportunities for youngsters who had previously 
been meeting on the streets to come and let off steam.

Inevitably, parking was also raised, so Knowle is 
not alone!

The police explained that they have ‘Active Citizen 
Funding’ available for small community groups who 
want to start activities. These must be sustainable 
beyond the short term and the funds cannot be used 
for wages or services. It might help, though, with 
equipment or costs for improvements for existing 
clubs or groups.

There have been  several incidents of cars being 
deliberately scratched whilst parked in Lodge Road 
following earlier reports of the same in Newton 
Road. The matter has been reported to the police. 

Have there been other incidents elsewhere?  They 
ask any residents who have been affected to use the 
‘Report an Incident’ option on the new web portal at 
www.west-midlands.police.uk.

I might add I should like someone to take over 
as Police Liaison volunteer for the Society. It is not 
onerous as much of the activity is now online and 
moving into a new era. Anyone who is interested, 
please get in touch.

Lilla Baker
communityservices@knowlesociety.org.uk

Knowle 739073

Night Flying Talks Continue as Passenger Numbers Grow 
and a volunteer is needed to continue Police Liaison

C
om

m
unity Services (cont)

Tackling the Job’s Close Local Nature Reserve Meadow

Solihull Conservation Volunteers with modern and traditional methods (see Page 2)
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Grimshaw Hall Out, History of Freemasonry Exhibition In               
And two donations in other Local History news

The first of our “Knowle’s Historic 
Houses” series of Exhibitions, featuring 

Grimshaw Hall, is now finished. 
Those who came learned of a fascinating 

house, occupied from about 1560 by the 
Grimshaw family, becoming a farm for 
a while, being divided into two or more 
properties and then becoming one house 
again.

A pivotal subsequent owner, who bought 
the Hall in 1913, was Mr J W Murray, a 
Birmingham stockbroker who restored it to 
its former splendour. Subsequent to his death 
in 1953 there have been four further owners, 
the latest, from 2003, having embarked on 
another sympathetic restoration programme.

Our present exhibition looks at “300 Years 
of Freemasonry” and is staged in conjunction 
with Knowle Masonic Lodge.

Freemasonry is one of the largest and 
oldest Benevolent Fraternities in the world, 
with an estimated five million members in over 180 
Countries. In England and Wales there are some 
8,000 Lodges with more than 250,000 members 
spread over 47 Provinces. 

Some 300 years ago, four of London’s 50 odd 
Lodges met several times at the Apple Tree Tavern, 
Covent Garden, for social get-togethers. Then, on 
24th June 1717 they met at the Goose & Gridiron, 
by St Pauls, and formed the first Grand Lodge of 
England. 

The first Lodge in Warwickshire was formed on 
the 22 April 1728, at the Woolpack Inn in Warwick. 
A few years later, in 1733, the first Birmingham 
Lodge was held at the Swan Inn in 1733, and is still 
in existence today as St Paul’s Lodge. The first Lodge 
in Solihull was the St Alphege Lodge meeting at The 
George from 1873. 

This exhibition attempts to provide a brief 
insight into the history and diverse interests of 
the Freemasons, as well as the range of charitable 
donations and universality of Masonry.

Meanwhile, at the Local History Centre, we have 
recently received  two additions to the archive.

Firstly, we received an album of old postcards 
which date from 1901 to 1904. These belonged to 
Veritie Birkett Barker of Westfield, Dorridge, and 
later of Lapworth. She was the daughter of Councillor 
Tom Birkett Barker JP MIME (1852-1924) and the 
postcards are mainly to and from family and friends.

 This is interesting to us, particularly, as two of his 
four sons were killed in World War One and the other 
two were badly injured.  One of the sons, Holroyd, is 
on our “Soldiers died list”.

The other item is a book written by a group of 
American soldiers who were stationed in Knowle for 
a few months during World War Two.  Knowle plays 
a big part in their memories and it was said that in all 
their travels, they were happiest in the “Little Town 
of Knowle”.

Janet Eržen,  
history@knowlesociety.org.uk

Knowle 779040

Knowle Masonic Hall today
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In response to members’ requests, we are once again producing a Christmas card with our thanks 
to local artist Mike Humphreys for again allowing us to use one of his collection of village paintings.  

The card will be on sale, in packets of six, in the Charity Christmas Card shop, Ground Floor,  
Knowle Library from Sat 21 October - Sat 16 December 2017 and from the Local History Centre, 

upstairs in the Library on Saturday mornings from 10am - 12.30pm 

or by contacting Janet Erzen tel: 01564 779040, email: jerzen@blueyonder.co.uk. 

Profits from the sale of the Christmas cards will go to Solihull Hospital Stroke Unit

New Christmas Cards on Sale from 21 October               
Another lovely local scene from the brushes of Mike Humphreys

Around The Shops

Soni Milano’s barbers shop has now opened on the 
High Street, just below Lloyds Bank.  His blog 

says:  
“We take great pride in the fact that we are 
the first one-stop shop for men in Knowle, 
Solihull accommodating the entire grooming 
needs of the modern day gentleman. Our 
highly trained staff have years of experience 
in the industry, offering only the best in 
traditional barbering, styling and hot towel 
steam wet shaves, ears and nose waxing”.

We welcome Soni to Knowle and wish him every 
success.

The empty shop in the precinct, formerly 
Inspirations, has been taken by Exact Estate Agents as 
an addition to their existing premises.

Janet Eržen
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A Day Out From Knowle - Witley Court and Gardens
A
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Acracking trip for a sunny Autumn day is one that 
takes you to Witley Court and Gardens. Here, in 

a 40 acre site, a remarkable spectrum of interest and 
fascination can be found.

Less than three quarters of an hour from Knowle 
by car, Witley Court is just off the A443, reached via 
Droitwich and Ombersley and on the road towards 
Tenbury Wells.

Originally built in 1712 for the MP, Thomas Foley, 
it was radically expanded into a grand, Italianate 
mansion and place of lavish entertainment by the 
Earl of Dudley. In 1920, however, the 2nd Earl had 
sold the house to the Kidderminster carpet baron, Sir 
Herbert Smith, who was rarely in residence. 

Sir Herbert kept a skeletal staff who were ill 
prepared to fight the devastating fire that broke out 
and rapidly spread in 1937. The result is that it stands 
today an empty, but nonetheless impressive and 
intriguing, shell. To climb the steps, stride through the 
imposing porticos and imagine the earlier grandeur 
from within the ruin is a memorable experience.

The gardens were and remain a showpiece, 
designed for the Earl in the 1850s by William 

Nesfield. The jewel in their crown is the magnificent 
Perseus and Andromeda Fountain, above, restored 
to its best earlier this year, after decades of decline, 
and now giving an hourly display with its central jet 
shooting water to a height of 30 metres.

Add in more fountains, parterres, woodland walks, 
an orangery, a substantial lake and species of shrub 
and tree from around the world, the gardens leave 
the visitor rushing in order not to miss the church.

Not particularly inspiring from the outside but 
jaw dropping for its spectacular, ornate Baroque 
interior, it comes as a shock to realise that it remains 
an active parish church. From its classic organ to the 
ceiling art, the marble font to a thick, timber door 
that requires considerable strength to shift, this is a 
church that has to be seen to be believed.

The Court is run by English Heritage, the Church 
by the Church of England and the Garden Tea Rooms 
are independent of both, but an essential part of a 
day’s visit.

Witley Court is open daily through October and 
then weekends only until April. The Tea Rooms, 
though, close for the winter after the end of October.
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Meanwhile, the planning application to redevelop land 
at St John`s Close to provide a new food store, five 
replacement residential units, external alterations to the 
Village Hall, car parking and service access from Station 
Road, otherwise known as the ‘Waitrose development’ 
was given approval on 1st August 2014. 

Planning approval is for three years, unless an 
extension is applied for. As it is understood that no such 
application was received by 1st August 2017, any such 
redevelopment  could only now take place by starting 
from scratch with a new planning application. 

Andrew Marston
planning@knowlesociety.org.uk

Knowle 774082

Representations Summary Published & Other Planning News
A

ndrew
 M

arston, Planning

I         mentioned in my last report that we were 
waiting on the Council for news of their 

consultation on the proposed, mainly Green Belt, 
sites it had put forward for future development 
in and around the Borough.

At long last the Council has produced their 
Summary of Representations it received to that 
consultation.

It really does nothing more than list the 
consultation responses received for the three 
sites proposed in Knowle. It appears that for 
Hampton Road 97 objections were received, 
with three supporting the proposal. 

For the land south of Knowle, in the Arden 
Triangle, including Arden Academy, no less than 165 
objections were received although there were 145 
responses in support.

The Council is now in the course of preparing a 
new draft Local Plan which will include those sites it 
considers are ‘sustainable’.  This will be issued to the 
Public with another timetable which will include a further 
opportunity for consultation.  

This is expected to be followed by a series of Public 
Hearings. I anticipate an opportunity will be given for The 
Knowle Society to voice its views directly to the Planning 
Inspector during those Hearings that are relevant.

I also expect to have further information for you 
on this matter for the next issue of our Newsletter.

St John’s Close - time up for planning application

Conserving Buildings and Rescuing Rabbits
The June meeting in our talks programme saw Martin 
Saunders, Senior Planning Officer responsible for 
Conservation at Solihull Council, describe his role 
and talk about protecting conservation areas, such as 
Knowle village, from inappropriate developments.

Central government prescribed planning policy 
requires local authorities to exercise statutory 
responsibilities for consideration of planning 
applications in conservation areas and with respect to 
listed buildings and sites. Across Solihull, these duties 
fall to Martin and a colleague. 

How this work is undertaken provided an 
interesting and informative talk.

Then, in July, our meeting audience learned about 
the Solihull based rabbit rescue charity, Fat Fluffs, 
from one of their volunteers, Claire Stevens. 

The team at the rabbit sanctuary, in a back garden 
at Diddington Lane, Hampton-in-Arden, take in all 
sorts of rabbits, lost, injured or unwanted, and look 
to find them new loving homes. The site also takes in 
boarders when their owners go on holiday, to give 
the rescue work some financial support.

An enlightening talk provided a great insight into 
the needs of rabbits and how new owners can 
readily underestimate these. We also heard of the 
eye-watering veterinary bills met by the charity in 
bringing neglected bunnies back to health after they 
first arrive!

Claire Stevens

M
eetings and Social
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In Conversation ... Neil Cameron 
Dave Pinwell talks to the Vice Chairman of Berrow Cottage Homes

As part of our regular series of conversations, 
Dave talks to Neil Cameron, Vice Chairman of 

the historic almshouses in the heart of Knowle:

Hello, Neil, am I right in thinking that Berrow 
Cottage Homes is a charity?
Yes, an Almshouse Charity, founded in 1885 and 
administered by voluntary trustees. There are 29 
mostly single occupancy properties, described in 
the original deed as “for the occupation of persons in 
reduced circumstances, not of the pauper class”. 

Are the properties still in demand?
Absolutely, Knowle is so popular and has such 
a lively village community. Also, we have such a 
convenient location, right in the centre opposite the 
parish church, the shops and the pub. Yet the market 
is changing and we need to change with it. We are 
planning to expand 22 of our properties which are 
now over 40 years old.

Really, in what way?
Increases in bedroom size will make them doubles, 
and extra living space will provide for small dining 
tables and room for visitors.  This will increase the 
resident capacity by a further 22 and attract younger 
prospective residents. Also, four of the properties 
will be rendered suitable for a disabled person.

What stage are you at with this plan?
Detailed plans have been drawn up and planning 
permission is already obtained. It is intended to 
commence the building work in the Spring of next 
year and we expect completion by 2020. 

What is the likely cost and how do you intend 
to fund it?
The anticipated cost of the project is £1.9 million. 
The Trust has been promised government funding 
of £660,000 from the Homes and Communities 
Agency and intends to make up the balance from its 
own funds together with financial contributions from 
external sources. 
We have made a good start to meeting our financial 
target but there is still a way to go before we fully 
achieve it, hence we are making an appeal. The Trust 
is asking for any available support from the local 
community, financial or otherwise.   
We are emphasising that any contributions will go 
wholly towards the project without any deductions 
for administration costs. Anyone who might help can 
contact me on 01564 779351 or neil.j.cameron@
btinternet.com.

And what of yourself, what is your connection 
with Knowle?
Although I hail from across the border, my wife and 
I have lived in Knowle for nearly 40 years.  All of my 
children have been educated in Knowle or Dorridge 
schools and as a family unit we have been involved 
in many local organisations. I became a Trustee of 
Berrow Homes over ten years ago.

What do you believe attracts people to want 
to live here and stay here?
Well, undoubtedly the prime considerations when 
my wife and I moved to Knowle were schooling 
and a good range of attractive housing. Added to 
those are the village atmosphere, a wide range of 
independent shops and a strong sense of community 
spirit and involvement. It is interesting that so many 
of my fellow Scots who move to the Midlands buy a 
property in Knowle and stay here!

And what do you like to do in any spare time?
Anybody who is retired will know just how busy you 
can be! With five grandchildren and one on the way,  
all living locally, my wife and I do a fair bit of child 
care. My interests include golf, cycling and watching 
Rugby Union, particularly Wasps and Scotland. I am 
also a volunteer befriender for Age UK. 

Many thanks for talking to us, Neil. We 
wish you and Berrow Cottage Homes much 
success with the your forthcoming changes.

Neil Cameron at Berrow Homes
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Here is a pleasant but short, one and three quarter 
mile stroll for a cool and sunny autumn day. It is 

a route which mixes countryside and canal-side with 
an opportunity for food and drink at its end.

It starts in the car park of the King’s Arms between 
Rotten Row and Heronfield. From here, you walk 
over the Grand Union Canal bridge and along the 
Warwick Road towards Heronfield, enjoying a view 
down into the popular Animal Rescue Centre en 
route. 

On passing the Ivy House Guest House, turn right 
immediately beyond it, into what can look like a 
private driveway but is also a public right of way.

At its end, on the right, is a stile onto a footpath 
that leads between the rear of the hotel and a field. 
Follow it around the field to exit into, and then cross, 
a small enclosure. Then another stile leads into a 
narrow pathway between two hedges. 

This brings you to a wooden doorway into the yard 
of the Black Boy, again a public right of way. Bear left 
into the pub car park and along the front of the pub 
to turn right across the canal bridge.

After enjoying the view of the boats and beer 
garden (pictured above), turn left as you descend 
from the bridge through a metal gate and onto a 
footpath that follows the contour of a canal-side field. 
At its end, proceed straight on down the farm track 
to reach a gate that leads onto Bakers Lane.

Turn left here and walk a short distance to yet 
another canal bridge (picture below right shows its 
view). Cross this and turn right, down a slope to the 
towpath. Here, turn back on yourself and follow the 
northbound towpath back under the bridge, to follow 
it back past the Black Boy and on to the Kings Arms 
(picture below left) with its waiting refreshment 
opportunities.

A ‘Figure of Eight’ from the King’s Arms to Bakers Lane
Our local walking series takes us across fields and up the Grand Union

Local W
alk
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We have almost 3200 
members; can you encourage 
your friends and neighbours 
to join too? This may be 
done either by contacting 
the Membership Secretary 
or through an application 
form on our website (address 
below).

Established to maintain the 
character of the Village.

Website and Social 
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www.knowlesociety.org.uk
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           KnowleSociety

www.twitter.com/  
           KnowleSociety
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GETTING YOUR NEWSLETTER TO YOU
Have you ever wondered how these Newsletters arrive at your door?  Well, it is due to the 
hard work of over 100 members who give their time willingly and freely to keep you up 
to date with the activities of the Society.  These include the Editor and the authors of the 
articles, Proof Readers and those who walk the streets delivering your copy and (unless 
you pay by Standing Order) collecting your subscriptions.

It is a massive operation, starting a month or so prior to publication date, usually with 
the Editor chasing those who promised articles. Once these are submitted they need 
tidying up and fitting into a sensible looking publication with the right number of pages.  
Then an electronic proof goes off to our efficient printer to turn around over 2000 copies 
in short order.  

These are then collated into bundles for each distributor, with things like the delivery 
lists and Programme Card added as necessary.  Batches of these bundles then go off to Bulk 
Deliverers who take the bundles out to the Final Distributors.  These are the volunteers 
who get to go out in (almost) all weathers to post your copy through your letterbox.  Also, 
there are a few people, usually who live out of the village, who get their copy by email or 
post – that is down to me.  

We are always in need of people to help with this operation so, if you can spare some 
time, volunteers are always welcome.

Leighton Jones, membership@knowlesociety.org.uk, Knowle 773894

The Society welcomes the following new Members and hopes that they enjoy reading this 
Newsletter:

A Very Warm Welcome to our New Members
and other Membership and Distribution matters

The Society’s August walk took us to Blythe 
Valley Countryside Park, from where a 
larger than average group of 30 strolled 
across the fields to Salter Street and back 
along the canal to tour the Park itself.

We were able to enjoy several of the paths 
through the many acres of grassland, woodland 
and wetland that surround the Business Park.

We were also able to imagine how the 
Park will change when the, now approved, 
approximately 750 new homes, new hotel and 
further 100,000 sq metres of commercial space 
are built there, along with a new entrance to 
the planned housing estate on Kineton Lane.

Dave Pinwell

Previewing Expansion whilst Walking the Park

Site of planned new junction on Kineton Lane


