
A surprise that awaited some of 
the participants on the May 

Walk (see page 8) was the view of the 
half-timbered frontage of Grimshaw 
Hall seen clearly through the foliage 
opposite as they stepped onto 
Hampton Road from the footpath 
from Wychwood Avenue.

It was generally agreed that this 
glimpse of the house, as pictured 
left, would not normally be noticed 
when passing by car. No doubt there 
are many Knowle residents unaware 
that one of the oldest buildings in the 
area, built in about 1560, is there.

One of the puzzles regarding the 
Hall is why it, and a handful of nearby 
dwellings, should be set back so far 
from the road and yet not have a 
grand, straight driveway to the front 
door. The answer was provided in 
Eva Wootton’s ‘History of Knowle’:

“Before the road widening of the 
1930s the Hampton Lane at this 
point made an S bend, the new 
road cut through these two loops, 
leaving Grimshaw Hall, the five 
villas and cottage in the right bend 
which became the private drive.”

To find out about our exhibition 
featuring Grimshaw Hall and its 
history, please turn to page 6.
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NEWSLETTER

Society Strollers Glimpse Grimshaw Hall 
Fat Fluffs, Rescuing Rabbits 
Jackie Aird
Blythe Valley Park and Stratford Canal Walk - 4 miles
Report to Security Gate then proceed to Nature Reserve Car Park
The Chocolatier of Knowle
Joe Vaughan
Temple Balsall, Tea & Cakes Walk - 4 miles
Meet at new Fen End Road car park (nearest postcode B93 0AN)
Social Evening - Quiz Night
Members & Guests only, Fish & Chip supper 
Baddesley Clinton - Servants, the Victorian Era Onwards
Jill Kashi

Monday July 17th
8.00pm in the Village Hall 
Sunday August 20th
2.00pm at Blythe Valley Park
Monday September 18th
8.00pm in the Village Hall
Sunday October 1st
2.00pm at Temple Balsall
Monday October 16th
8.00pm in the Village Hall
Monday November 20th
8.00pm in the Village Hall
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Historic Grimshaw Hall as seen from Hampton Road
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Natural Environment Committee is Still Planting
and plans for volunteers to ‘mow the meadow’

MORE BULBS!
A small but efficient team planted 1000 snowdrops 
in March and 1000 bluebells in April. We planted 
them in and on the margins of the copse on the slope 
between the old and new Warwick Roads. 

The aim of the planting was to enhance the existing 
display of bluebells and snowdrops already established 
in the area. We may have to wait a year or so to see 
the full effect as we were told that these plants are 
‘shy to flower in the first season after planting’.

One thousand sounds a lot, but they disappeared 
quickly. I can only imagine how many plants there are 
in the woodlands that have a carpet of bluebells and 
now know why the 100 bulbs I planted in my own 
garden a couple of years ago look slightly pathetic!

MORE PLANTING!
In May we turned our attention to the duck pond in 
the park. In waders and wellies we placed the plants 
around the margins of the pond. 

The pond is not ideal for marginal plants as it does 
not have gently sloping sides, but we are persisting, 
as plants are the first stage in improving the diversity 
of the pond.  The plants will attract insects and the 
insects will attract amphibians.

Thanks to the help and advice from Adam Noon, an 
ecologist from Solihull Council, we were able to buy 
plants that ducks supposedly do not like, and are thus 
most likely to succeed in this difficult location.  

Adam organised, advised and helped us on the 
damp and miserable morning chosen to plant the 
pond. He also provided the waders! We will be 
returning with a few more plants in June; we will 
then have to see how they get on.

 
WORK TO DO!
We are still seeking funding for the pathway 
improvements in the Local Nature Reserve, but in 
the meantime general maintenance still goes on.

The meadow areas are ‘mown’ at the end of 
the summer. We are delighted that the Solihull 
Conversation Volunteers and the Solihull Midweek 
Volunteers will be scything down the meadows on 
Sunday 20 August from 10.30am to 4.00pm and on 
Thursday 24 August from 11.00am to 4.00pm. 

Please put the date in the diary if you think you 
can help, even if only for an hour or two.

Liz Hulse
environment@knowlesociety.org.uk

Knowle 773951

Left - Mike Fisher watches Adrian Jickells wade in with the pond planting as Adam Noon (centre) looks on 
Right - Meadow to be mown at the end of summer, Job’s Close Local Nature Reserve
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The Society’s 2017/18 Monday evening talks 
programme took flight on May 15th when Chris 

Edwards came to talk about RSPB’s Middleton Lakes 
Reserve (The Reserve which was featured in the 
April 2017 edition’s Day Out column).

Over an hour flew by as Chris told the story of the 
battle to obtain the site as a reserve and of its gradual 
conversion from gravel pits to the delightful network 
of paths, lakes, canal and river that we visit today 
before showing a host of outstanding photographs of 
its residents.

We discovered that the site exists because natural 
geology made the valley of the River Tame a rich 
source for sand and gravel and both Kingsbury Water 
Park and Middleton Lakes are the result of exhausted 
and uneconomic excavations.

We also heard how the reserve is used as a flood 
plain to protect Tamworth downstream from flood 
water and that in constructing the reserve they had to 
ensure that it could hold the same capacity of water 
that it did before.

The series of pictures that Chris went on to 
show were of a stunning quality and covered a wide 
range of birds as well as other resident wildlife from 
butterflies and moths to cows and an otter. 

M
eetings and Social

Some of the birds are regularly and readily spotted, 
such as herons, tits and owls. Others though, were 
much rarer, caught on brief visits, some as short as 
a couple of hours of R&R, as they dropped in for a 
break on their migratory paths.

The next talk takes us to from wildlife to the more 
domesticated creature, rabbits. See the Events Diary 
on the cover for more details.

Dave Pinwell,  07500 081216
meetings@knowlesociety.org.uk

Guest speaker, Chris Edwards, discussing shared 
Natural Environment interests with Liz Hulse

As part of this year’s Summer Reading Challenge, 
Knowle Library will be participating alongside 
other libraries in an attempt to set a Guinness World 
Records title.

 They will seek the title for the most pledges 
received for a reading campaign at the Library  on 

Saturday 11th July, the launch date for the Summer 
Reading Challenge, between 10am and 1pm. 

Children and adults are encouraged to make a 
pledge in this Record Breakers attempt and to  join 
in these celebrations with craft activities and face 
painting for children.

How Exhausted Excavations Turned to Fabulous Flight
And News of this year’s Quiz for Members and Guests
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Lions and Avon Homes Donate for the Knot Garden 
and other Community Services News

KNOT GARDEN
I must again express a very big thank you to Knowle 
and Dorridge Lions, seen presenting their cheque 
in the picture above, and to Avon Homes for their 
support and for their donated sign to display in the 
Garden (see also page 10). 

The sign acknowledges support to The Knowle 
Society, through practical help and generous 
donations towards the cost of maintaining the Knot 
Garden. Please remember to pop in and enjoy the 
garden when you are near the Library

AIRPORT
The review of the Night Flying Policy at the Airport 
is still ongoing. 

I have been liaising with representatives of other 
local communities who are rather more engaged 
with the technical and complex issues surrounding 
different types of aircraft and how their impact on 
noise is measured.

 This has meant getting involved with some of the 
mathematics!  

I continue to put greater stress on the more lay 
approach of “we wish to be able to sleep at night”! 

LITTER BINS
There appears to have been some changes in 
collection. There are now teams covering much 
larger areas. The post of one man and his trolley 
dedicated to Knowle is no more.
 
POLICE
I have met with PCSO Abbie Atkins and renewed my 
acquaintance with PC Andy Timmins, our new local 
policing team. 

Abbie reminds us all of the need to keep our homes 
secure as, with the sunshine, there was a spate of 
attempted break ins and burglary in April/May. 

The next surgeries are at the Library on:

Monday 10th July           1.00-3.00pm
Monday 7th August           1.00-3.00pm

Also do not forget that the WMNow website is the 
place to go if you wish to know about what is going 
on in your local area.
 
PARKING
I think we all accept parking is a very topical issue and 
much discussed.

Various discussions with traders, businesses and 
councillors across Solihull as whole have resulted in 
the Council deciding to introduce some changes in 
various parts of the Borough, coming soon.

 In Knowle, free Parking will be reduced to two 
hours with the cost per hour increasing to £1.00 per 
hour to a maximum of £4.00. 

Bill Bohanna and I did a very impromptu survey 
one morning. This suggested that most residents do 
not spend more than two hours in the car parks at 
one time. 

Our local councillors arranged a meeting with 
Council officers, who agreed to delaying their 
final recommendations to allow us to do  a more 
comprehensive survey. 

Thank you to all who participated in this via 
Mailchimp. The full results are shown in the panel 
opposite.

Lilla Baker
communityservices@knowlesociety.org.uk

Knowle 739073

Left - Chris Kiddle Morris (Knowle and Dorridge Lions) with Lilla and, in the centre, Liz Rabone (Library Manager)  
Right - detail of the the sign donated by Avon Homes
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Following the recent issue of our Response to the 
Council’s consultation regarding their suggested 

three sites for development here in Knowle, we have 
learnt that the originally anticipated date for the 
publication of the final version of the Local Plan has 
been delayed.

This is hardly surprising in view of the overall 
number of Responses made by Solihull residents and 
other groups.  The Council’s website contains no new 
information or update to indicate when the result of 
the Consultation might be published.  

However, when the new date is known, we will let 
you know.

In the meantime, your Committee has kept a close 
watch on the various planning applications being 
made and responded accordingly to the Council.

A matter of note is that the Planning Inspector’s 
decision regarding the Parish Church’s recent Appeal 
has finally been published.  This Appeal was against 
the Enforcement Order issued by the Council 
regarding the material used in the replacement of the 
recently affixed rainwater gutters and downpipes to 
the rear of the building.  

The original gutters and downpipes, being made of 
lead, had been stolen earlier. The Church is a Grade 1 
listed building and as such, only materials in keeping 
with such buildings should be used, such as cast iron 
or another suitable metallic material. However, in 
this case, the Church won their Appeal.

This decision may well have an adverse impact 
on other locally listed buildings in the Conservation 
Area.  

However, your Committee will monitor future 
applications received by the Council for those 
properties in the Conservation Area even more 
closely. We will endeavour to ensure that the correct 
materials will continue to be used as appropriate.

Andrew Marston
planning@knowlesociety.org.uk

Knowle 774082

Parish Church Replacement Guttering Wins Approval
and other Planning News

Church wins Planning Appeal

Transport for West Midlands, an arm of the new 
Combined Authority, published a draft ten year 
delivery strategy in May.

It covers such diverse schemes as extending the 
Metro through to the Airport, the introduction 
of Sprint services from the Airport to Solihull, 
remodelling M42 Junction 6 and the introduction of 
contactless payments on public transport. 

Draft Delivery Plan for West Midlands Transport Strategy
Causing local interest is a map on page 19 of the 
document which shows the area between Junctions 
5 and 6 of the M42 as the location for a Motorway 
Service Area.

The document can be found on the Transport for 
West Midlands website, www.tfwm.org.uk. To locate 
it, enter ‘Delivery Plan’ into the search function at 
the top right of the Home Page.
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We are launching a series of Exhibitions called 
“Knowle’s Historic Houses” and the first of 

these will be a focus on Grimshaw Hall. 
This will be a must for anyone interested in the 

history of this fascinating and historic building 
through four and a half centuries up to the present 
day. 

It will be on display until the end of September 
in the Local History Centre on the first floor of the 
Library.

Thank you to all of those visitors who viewed our 
recent “Bower Family & Knowle Lodge” exhibition 
and left complimentary comments in the Visitor’s 
Book.

October, November and December will see our next 
exhibition, compiled by the Freemasons of Knowle 
and entitled “300 Years of Freemasonry”.

We had one response from our appeal for 
volunteers in the Local History Centre, a very nice 
young lady called Dominique.  So far Dominique has 
spent two Saturdays learning the ropes with us and 
we have not yet frightened her off.  

Let us hope we don’t because she is a breath of 
fresh air, particularly being so young (compared to 
us old fogeys anyway!) and hopefully will bring fresh 
ideas to Local History.

Janet Eržen, Knowle 779040
 history@knowlesociety.org.uk

Grimshaw Hall Launches the Historic Houses Series
and a new volunteer to help with Local History

Left - Grimshaw Hall in 2010 after its restoration by the  present owners       Right - A part of Grimshaw Hall’s extensive gardens in 2010

Around The Shops   
Photocopying and printing service providers, 
Prontaprint, have moved to Knowle from their 
former premises on the Warwick Road in Solihull.  
They are now based on the corner of Lodge Road and 
Station Road.

We have it on good authority that by the time this 
edition of the Newsletter is distributed, there will 
be a new Barbers on the High Street, a barber with a 
difference, it will be a Turkish Barber!

We wish both of the above businesses every 
success.

Janet Eržen
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More Memories of Knowle Life - A Village Tour in the 30s
Our fourth extract from the memoirs of Michael William Savage

In the village, there were many shops that I remember. 
The first shop, on the right hand side at the Lodge 

Road corner, was run by Mr Reese, ‘the sweet shop’ 
as it was known. He also sold other general grocery 
and cigarettes, especially Woodbines (tuppence for 
five!) and Kali (Sherbet) with a liquorice stick (to 
suck the sherbet out of the packet). 

Back in those days, there was one brand of 
cigarettes that had cards inside like a jigsaw puzzle, so 
that when you completed the picture, you returned 
them to the company and they sent back the real 
picture. There were three such pictures on the walls 
of my parents’ house. 

Next door was Mrs Wood, she made ice cream 
and also sold vegetables. Next to her was Dell Farm 
then Ruddes, where we bought meatballs in a bowl 
of gravy for sixpence. 

Further down was the Institute Assembly Room 
for registering births, deaths and marriages, where 
Mr. Peach was the Registrar.

Next was Mrs Sabin, who sold clothes and 
underwear, then a Bank, and, on the corner, Mr 
Sutton, who sold rabbits, Chinchilla and Angora, at 
sixpence each. On the corner by the ‘White Swan’ 
was Mrs Bosley, the greengrocer. 

Next was ‘Harpers’, the butcher, which later 
became ‘Lyons’. Then was the ‘Red Lion’ which 
was kept by Mrs Hodgkiss. Further on was a small 
Congregational Church and then Mullards Butchers, 
which later became Sodens.  

The corner of Station Road was known as Wilson’s 
Corner (later Wrenson’s corner) because of Mr 
Wilson’s bicycle shop. Round the corner, in Station 
Road, was a newsagent, Hills chemist, the Old House 
and then a wine shop. 

On the other side of the road were a clothes shop, a 
fish and vegetable shop, Mr Harewood, the barber, 
and Knowle picture house. We used to stand outside, 
asking people to take us in if it was an ‘A’ film.

In Kenilworth Road opposite the school was a 
wool shop, kept by the Misses Ball and another small 
sweet shop. Opposite was the Police Station with 
Sgt Ross in charge. Next door was an ‘outdoor’ (off 
licence) and general groceries.

Alongside the church was the school, where Mr 
Faulkner was the headmaster, then came the church 
and next the Guild House, in front of which, there 
was a large cannon from the 1914-18 war. Next 
was Windridge the chemist and Wells newsagent 
(later Maddocks). Around the corner was Curtis the 
electric shop, where we used to take the accumulator 
to be charged for the radio. 

Then came Curtis’s bakery, where we bought 
pork pies for three pence, big enough to be a meal on 
their own. There was another baker called Statham’s, 
the Post Office with Mr. Penney, and Courts (later 
Band & Meeks) who sold coffee, wine and general 
groceries. The coffee beans were roasted in the shop 
which left a great perfume in the air. 

Next was Pickering’s at Chester House (now 
the Library) who sold antiques. Moving on was the 
‘Greswolde Hotel’ which had an ‘outdoor’, where 
we could buy beer in the jug  A swimming pool was 
later added and there was also a garage. 

Then came Dr Whatley’s house and surgery where 
the nurse was Eva Wootton, well known throughout 
the village for all her good works.  Across Hampton 
Road was The Wilson Arms, which was kept by Mr & 
Mrs Court. There was also a garage on the forecourt 
with petrol pumps.

Kenilworth Road (approx 1950 here) with the Police Station (to the right) and the adjacent General Store
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more time for travel to the next walk in our 

programme, at 2pm on Sunday 20 August. 
The start point is at Blythe Valley Park and visitors 

are required to call at the security gate at the park 
entrance for a parking pass and directions.

However, the walk around the Blythe Valley Nature 
Reserve (pictured right), across to Salter Street and 
along the canal will be worth the extra few minutes.

As ever, all are welcome.

August Walk Starts at Blythe Valley Park

Members Stroll to Visit the Proposed Development Sites
Sunshine and concern over plans encourages a good turnout at the May walk

It may have been the gloriously warm summer 
evening or the chance to understand better the 

proposals for additional housing in Knowle that drew 
a good number to join the Society’s May walk. More 
likely, it was a combination of the two.

A group of thirty joined Leighton Jones and Mike 
Fisher on a three mile stroll that visited all three sites 
involved in the current draft of the Local Plan, which 
proposes as many as 1050 additional dwellings on the 
fringes of the village.

Mike led the walkers on a circular route that left 
the park and reached the first site, that lies between 
Purnells Brook and Hampton Road, via Newton 
Road and Wychwood Avenue. From there, it was a 
short stroll to the second site at Knowle Football 
Club and a longer stretch across the field to Kixley 
Lane, through the village and down Stripes Hill to 
the largest site at Arden Triangle.

At each site, Mike held the group up for Leighton 
to explain the current proposals and the extent of 
potential development to a concerned audience.

Some members of the group declared that they had 
no idea of the existence of the streamside area on 
the footpath behind Wychwood Avenue. There was 
concern that the delightful walk from the brook up 
towards Hampton Road,  through dense shrubbery 
dominated by flowering broom bushes, could be lost.

For others, walking through the heart of the 
Arden Triangle, past Lansdowne Farm, brought 
home the scale of the plot, bounded by Station Road, 
Milverton Road, Warwick Road, Grove Road and the 
Middleton Estate, stretching from the heart of the 
village to the crossroads at Rotten Row.

As Leighton explained, the prospect of 750 homes 
here would be as significant an expansion for Knowle 
as the ‘Bryant development’ in the 70s and 80s.

Many were dismayed to see the fine nine 
bedroomed Landsdowne, on Stripes Hill, boarded 
up, the former glory of its gardens fading from 
neglect, as it lies in the hands of absent speculators.

The group went their separate ways at the end of a 
very pleasant walk, but with much to ponder.

The group takes a breather for Leighton Jones to explain the detail of the potential Knowle Football Club development site
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Just 40 minutes from Knowle, down the M6, up 
to Lutterworth and a few miles further, along 

the road towards Market Harborough, lies Kilworth 
House, now a hotel.

A fine Grade II listed Italianate country house, it 
was built towards the end of the nineteenth century 
for John Entwisle, the High Sheriff of Leicestershire. 
In 1999, the current owners, Celia and Richard 
Mackay, bought the house and began an extensive 
four year restoration project to return it to its former 
glory. 

Of particular interest is the Victorian Orangery, 
which has its own Grade II listing. Now one of the 
Hotel’s two restaurants, 130 guests can enjoy morning 
coffee, lunch, afternoon tea or dinner surrounded by 
its stained glass windows, ornate wrought iron roof 
and original black and white mosaic floor.

However, the main reason for a day visit to 
Kilworth House is to visit the outstanding 550 seat 
Open Air Theatre that Celia Mackay opened in the 
grounds in 2007 with a performance of The Pirates 
of Penzance. 

Since then the reputation of the Theatre has spread 
and now over a hundred performances of musicals 
are staged each summer to a West End standard, often 
to sell out audiences, many of whom have enjoyed a 
pre-performance picnic in the grounds.

Whilst the audience and the stage sit under canvas 
cover, the ‘wings’ are in the open air. Thus, in the 
event of a shower, the audience will remain dry but 
the cast risk getting damp! Although, not as wet as 
they did for 2015’s “Singin’ in the Rain”!

So, for a cracking day out at Kilworth, arrive 
in time for morning coffee in the Orangery, stroll 
around the extensive grounds, settle down for a 
lunchtime picnic and then join the crowd for a 
musical matinee.

For details of the late summer production of ‘Top 
Hat’ to be staged in August and September this year, 
visit www.kilworthhousetheatre.co.uk.

The stage set and audience seated for ‘South Pacific’ in 2014

As treasurer of the Knowle Society for six years, I 
am very pleased to be taking over the additional 
role of website editor. With the change comes a new 
look website at www.knowlesociety.org.uk which 
launched last month.

The new site not only looks good on laptops and 
PCs, but adapts very well to mobile devices. 

All the original content from the old website, with 
newsletter archives dating back to 1963, has been 
preserved. The link to the Society’s Local History 
Archive catalogue has also been preserved.

The home page also has a helpful search by 
category or date facility making it easy to quickly 
locate previous news stories. Links are also present 
to our pages on facebook, twitter and our donations 
page with the Charities Aid Foundation. 

My thanks to the outgoing website editor David 
Bower for his help and support in the migration to 
the new website.

David Watson
webadmin@knowlesociety.org.uk

A New Look Website along with a Change of Editor
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Tea in a Grade II Listed Orangery and an Open Air Show
An entertaining summer day out in Kilworth, Leicestershire
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In Conversation ... with Sam Stokes and Martine Matty
Dave Pinwell talks to the Directors of Avon Homes

As part of our regular series of conversations, 
we meet with a pair of local residents who have 

taken the next step in building their business by 
opening an office on the corner of Station Road and 
Lodge Road:

Can you tell us a bit about Avon Homes and 
your new office?
Sam: We create bespoke residential homes. Our 
passion is in the detail. We work closely with our 
chosen tradesmen, architects and interior designers, 
with whom we have built good relationships. 

We have been based in Solihull for five years, but 
it was time to open an office where we could be 
proud to bring clients to talk to them in a pleasant, 
warm environment over a coffee, where they can get 
a feel for our attention to quality, style and elegance. 

So, why Knowle?
Martine: We would love to see more of our 
developments around the area as it has so much to 
offer. We both grew up and continue to live in the 
area and know the village well. 

It has a great range of independent traders, the 
bakeries, butcher and everything from interior design 
to children’s clothes. 

Add in the bars and restaurants and it has a great 
vibe, consistent with the high quality image that we 
are projecting with our business. Knowle was the 
obvious choice.

Are you  developing sites locally?
Sam: We have previously done a lot of work in South 
Leicestershire, but are now doing more in this area. 
We have just concluded a development of thirteen 
apartments in Manor Road and are currently working  
on sites in Avenue Road and Temple Road, which we 
are very excited about.

Those are prestigious neighbourhoods, do 
you develop homes that are consistent with 
their surroundings? 
Sam: Absolutely. We have exacting attention to detail, 
and are not into volume builds. Our homes are 
individually designed and of exceptional quality.

We equip them with bespoke, handmade joinery 
and premium brand appliances and we carefully 
choose our construction partners, many of whom are 
local and have the kind of impeccable reputations that 
we are building ourselves. 

We are building a brand. We want people to see  
the name Avon Homes and associate it with high 
quality.

How have the reactions been from neighboring 
properties to your developments? 
Martine: Consulting and keeping in touch with our 
nearby residents is really important to us. Building 
sites are always a sensitive issue to neighbouring 
properties and we try to keep disruptions to an 
absolute minimum. 

As we were both brought up in the area, we have 
previous connections with some of our neighbours, 
which helps when they know our values and can trust 
us in resolving any issues that inevitably arise. 

You were kind enough to support the 
Society’s work in the Knot Garden and make 
a donation (see page 4). How important is it 
for you to get involved with the community?
Sam: It is important and, as a new business here, we 
are very eager to do our bit.We are involved in a few 
charities. It was nice to have an approach from the 
Society. It has an important role to play, without it the 
character of the village could easily be ruined. When 
unfamiliar clients come here they always comment 
on how well Knowle is looked after.
Martine: We have known of the Knot Garden since 
we were kids, and still walk by it regularly as we each 
have a dog. I have even had my photo taken there as 
bridesmaid for a friend’s wedding! So, it was an ideal 
opportunity to help.

And what of the future? 
Sam: We are in it for the long haul, to be here in a 
couple of decades as a respected local business and 
we will continue to look for the right sites and 
opportunities for delivering quality homes that we 
can be proud of. 

Thank you for telling us about Avon Homes 
and we wish you all the best with your plans.

L to R: Lilla Baker, Sam Stokes and Martine Matty 
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A sunny summer’s day when the ground is firm 
underfoot is the best time to combine a stroll 

around Terry’s Pool, one of the three Earlswood 
Lakes with a turn around the adjacent woodland. 

This particular route can be especially wet 
underfoot in the low lying woodland area at other 
times of the year. Another challenge here is that the 
network of many paths in the wood makes it easy to 
get lost. I did so that you do not have to! Follow the 
directions here with care.

Leave the car in the parking area found on the 
bend in Wood Lane and set out on the path that goes 
straight on from the gate, not the path to the left. 
This fairly wide footway takes you down a hill, across 
a bridge and up the other side until you see a field 
appear beyond the wood. 

Here the path swings to the left and continues 
inside the fringe of the wood and leads into a fairly 
open clearing. From this take a much narrower path 
that leads out to the fence along the edge of the tracks 
of the rail line that runs from Shirley to Stratford.  

From here, follow the fence as closely as possible 
to the bottom of the hill. If in doubt at a junction, 
take the right hand fork towards the railway. Then, in 
the dip, the railway is high above you and the ground 

can be at its wettest after rains. Ignore the metal gate 
that warns against trespass on the tracks.

 Next, as you climb back uphill, look out for a path 
to the right that leads out into the margins of a field. 
This leads down again across a bridge over a stream 
before facing you with a footpath T-junction. This is 
the edge of the marshy end of Terry’s Pool. 

Turn right here and follow the path to the causeway 
between Terry’s Pool and Engine Pool, turn left and 
cross it. 

At its far end, there is an option to follow the short 
path up to the road and, a small distance along it to 
the refreshments and other diversions of the Craft 
Centre before returning to the waterside. 

The route continues along the waterside path 
to the end of the pool. Here, where the marshy 
mud replaces the water to your left, you will see a 
footbridge offering a route to the right. Cross this 
and take the right hand fork up the hill. Ignore any 
side paths, including those that lead to the campsite 
to the right, and you will return to the car park. 

Those who have opted out of the refreshment 
break en route, may wish to call into the Craft Centre 
on the way home. Then again, there is always the Red 
Lion as an alternative. 

A Lake and Woodland Stroll for a Summer Afternoon
Our local walking series takes us to Earlswood

Local W
alk



A Very Warm Welcome to our New Members
and other Membership and Distribution matters

Mrs S Abbey
Mr & Mrs G Allan

Mr & Mrs N Boughey
Mr S Grogan

Mr & Mrs J Sullivan
     

The Knowle Society 

We have over 3200 members; 
can you encourage your 
friends and neighbours to 
join too? This may be done 
either by contacting the 
Membership Secretary or 
through an application 
form on our website (address 
below).

Established to maintain the 
character of the Village.

Website and Social 
Media: 

www.knowlesociety.org.uk

www.facebook.com/ 
           KnowleSociety

www.twitter.com/  
           KnowleSociety

Membership:
Leighton Jones
23 Newton Road, Knowle
B93 9HL
01564 773894
membership@
knowlesociety.org.uk
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The Knowle Society is a
company limited by 
guarantee, registered 
number 05514023. 
Registered Charity number 
1111085.

COMMUNICATIONS
You will all know about these quarterly Newsletters, which are our main means of keeping 
in touch with you, but there are other means that you may like to take advantage of.  

Firstly, there is the Society website.  You can find this at www.knowlesociety.org.uk .  
This contains much of interest about the Society, its activities and its history.  You can also 
follow a link under the ‘History’ tab to the Society’s archive of historical information and 
objects relating to the area.

Then there are our Facebook and Twitter social media pages (see below).  I try to keep 
these up to date with items of general interest in and around Knowle.

I also send out occasional (two or three a month on average) emails to all those for whom 
we have email addresses (but not those who have asked to be taken off the circulation list).  
These emails usually relate to Society activities, such as the talks, walks and exhibitions 
that we put on, as well as our work to improve the environment through activities such as 
litter picking and bulb planting.  

Some of these emails have informed Members of things like the Council’s proposals for 
new houses in Knowle or of road closures.  They are our main way of informing you of 
any urgent or important matters that cannot wait until the next Newsletter.  If you are not 
receiving these emails, please let me know at the email address below and I will add you to 
the list.  By the way, if you change your email addresses please let me know so I can keep 
your records up to date.  This also applies if you are moving. to a new address.

A PLEA FOR HELP
Distributing these Newsletters is a mammoth task which is undertaken by almost a hundred 
volunteers, each of whom delivers a number, usually in roads close to where they live.  

This involves delivering the four editions a year and collecting the subs from those 
Members who do not pay by Standing Order.  (If you do not yet pay by Standing Order,  
but would like to, please let me know or print off the form on the website under the ‘Join 
Us’ tab and complete and send it to me.)

If you are able to spare a little time, once every three months, to help us with these 
deliveries please let me know, we are always in need of additional help as people move 
away or find themselves no longer able to assist in this way.

Best wishes for an excellent summer,
Leighton Jones, membership@knowlesociety.org.uk, Knowle 773894

Editor: Dave Pinwell, 07500 081216
newsletter@knowlesociety.org.uk

Distribution: Anne Smith, 01564 
779120, distribution@knowlesociety.org.uk

Proof-readers: David Bower, Maria 
Brown, Leighton Jones

 

Previous Issues
all the way back to January 1963, are 
available on our website:
              www.knowlesociety.org.uk

Next issue
Copy deadline: 1st September 2017
Distribution commences:1st October 2017

The Knowle Society Newsletter

We welcome the following Members who have joined the Society since the last Newsletter 
was published:


