
A the time of writing, the crocuses 
are providing delightful displays 

around Knowle and the daffodils are 
just revealing their flowers. 

After the hard work of planting 
them, it is wonderful to see the 
first flowers  from the second phase 
of bulbs on Stripes Hill, Hampton 
Road and Kenilworth Road.

The first phase of the planting, 
around the Wychwood roundabout, 
is making a really vibrant show for 
a second year. Many thanks to all of 
those who made this happen.

Meanwhile, in Knowle Park, it 
has been fortunate that this year has 
not seen the severe footpath flooding 
of last year. 

However, those who use the park 
regularly will have noted that no 
work has been done, as originally 
planned, to alleviate this flooding. 

We are advised that the cause has 
been identified as a broken pipe. 
However, due to increased workload 
and reduced capacity within the 
Flood Risk and Drainage Service, 
only high priority work is being 
undertaken at present. 

The work is still in the programme 
but no firm time can be given for it 
to be completed.

(Natural Environment news 
continues on  page 3)
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Bulbs Bloom whilst Flooding Persists
Middleton Lakes - Gravel Pits to RSPB Nature Reserve
Chris Edwards
Knowle Fun Run - Volunteer Stewarding of Road Closures
Location to be advised
Knowle Walk - tour the proposed housing development sites
Meet in Park (Jobs Close) Car Park. 3 miles
The Role of the Conservation Officer
Martin Saunders
Hampton-in-Arden Walk - Lake, Fields and Former Railway
Meet at Recreation Centre & Sports Ground, 4.5 miles
Fat Fluffs - Rescuing Rabbits 
Jackie Aird

Monday May 15th
8.00pm in the Village Hall 
Sunday May 21st
11.00am - 2.00pm
Wednesday May 24th
7.00pm at Knowle Park
Monday June 19th
8.00pm in the Village Hall
Wednesday June 21st
7.00pm at Shadowbrook Lane
Monday July 17th
8.00pm in the Village HallEv
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Bulbs in flower on Warwick Road, near Wychwood roundabout
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WHAT CAN THEY NOT BE USED FOR?
• Anything that damages the Green, including 

fires
• Car parking
• Driving any motor vehicles, unless in the 

maintenance of the Green
• Driving on cattle or other animals
• Dumping rubbish
• Anything that interrupts the peaceful use by 

others.
Leighton Jones

villagegreens@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 773894

News from the Society’s AGM held on Sat 25th February
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The Society’s AGM was held on a Saturday afternoon 
for the third year running, which again proved a 
suitable time for it to be scheduled. There was, as 
ever, animated conversation when all present enjoyed 
tea and cakes between the two sessions of formal 
business. Draft minutes have been published on the 
website. The highlights were:-

Thanks were recorded to Charles Robinson who 
stepped down as a Trustee Director, after serving for 
over eight years and running the Meetings and Social 
programme. 

Bill Bohanna was re-elected as Chairman, Andrew 
Marston as Deputy Chairman, David Watson as 
Treasurer and Maria Brown as Secretary. Dave 
Pinwell was re-appointed as a Trustee Director.

Bill Bohanna summarised the many highlights of the 
Society’s work during the year and David Watson 
presented the annual accounts. Other Trustee 
Directors gave various updates regarding their areas 
of responsibility. 

An informative presentation was then given by our 
guest speaker, Roger Sutton, about the work of Civic 
Voice. Roger is not only a Trustee of Civic Voice, he is 
Vice President of Malvern Civic Society and a former 
resident of Knowle. 

Ciic Voice is the national charity for the civic 
movement in England, and Knowle Society is 
presently a member. It has an agenda to make places 
more attractive, enjoyable and distinctive and to 
promote civic pride. 

How To Make Use of our New Village Greens

Entrance to the Area ‘C’ Village Green, behind Arrow Close

Now that the two new Greens have been officially 
Registered, I thought it would be useful to provide 
some information on using them.  

Both sites remain in the ownership of Taylor 
Wimpey, but any resident of the Parish of Knowle is 
entitled to use them for ‘lawful games and pastimes’, 
so here are lists of what you can use them for – and 
some uses that are not allowed.  

Having said that, the Green behind the Nature 
Reserve, backing onto the wall by Austrey Close and 
Arrow Close, is rough grassland and not suitable for 
many allowed uses.  We are hoping that it will be 
managed in a way that supports the Nature Reserve.

WHAT CAN THEY BE USED FOR?
• Organised or informal games such as:-

 o Football
 o Cricket etc

• Bowls
• Horse riding
• Walking dogs
• Kite flying
• Cycling
• Children’s games
• Carol singing
• Maypole dancing
• Fetes and festivals
• Archery & shooting!
• Idling
• Painting & drawing
• Picnicking
• Generally walking
• Blackberry picking
• Snowball fights and snowmen building.
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T he Society has just received, from Solihull 
Council, a five year Management Plan for the 

Jobs Close Local Nature Reserve (LNR). It was 
completed by Adam Noon an ecologist at the Council. 
He has spent time during the last year visiting the site 
and undertaking surveys to understand the current 
situation. 

The Management Plan is a very interesting 
and detailed document. It gives a comprehensive 
description of the site, evaluates its features and 
provides objectives for the next five years.

In discussions with Adam, we agreed on our 
priorities for the year ahead.

Our key priority is to improve the access to the 
site. We are well aware that in winter, many of the 
pathways become a sea of mud (see below, right). 
Whilst we accept that mud can be attractive to some 
of the younger members of the community, we 
would like to have the main paths available for all to 
use for as much of the year as possible. 

In particular, we would like to improve the access 
into the wooded part of the LNR at the approach 
from the central bridge, including the pathways 
around the stone with the mural (see below, left).

It has also been identified that the drainage of the 
path along the edge of the pond could be improved 
by diverting some of the flow.

The access to the site from Landor Road was 
improved thanks to the hard work of a team from 
Jaguar Land Rover last autumn.  

The further footpath improvements needed across 
the site would make an ideal team-building day for a 
local business. If anyone knows any likely candidates 
or would like to get involved themselves, please get 
in touch with me (details to the right). 

Last year, we noticed that the summer growth of 
bramble and nettle was also limiting access. It is 
hoped that by rough mowing pathways, a few times 
each year, a pleasant walk through the area will be 
possible without compromising the wildlife habitat.

Another priority is to improve the biodiversity 
of the duck pond.  As a first step, in April, we plan 
to plant up its margins with suitable native plants. If 
these become established they will encourage insects 
and amphibians. We will also work with the Council 
to try and keep the pond free from rubbish.

The site has great potential as an educational 
resource and we want to encourage our local schools 
to use it. The students could help with conservation 
and site management tasks such as invasive plant 
control, woodland management and water sampling. 

We are delighted that members of the Scout and 
Guide movements have already expressed an interest 
in getting involved. If you are a teacher or a member 
of a group that would like to take the opportunity to 
get to know the LNR better, please contact me. 

Unfortunately, whilst Knowle Society can help 
with volunteer workers, most of the activities require 
money as well.  In order to make the improvements 
we would like to implement we will, with the 
assistance of the Council, be applying for grants to 
fund some of the proposed work. 

This will include path improvements within 
the woodland area, replacing and/or amending 
the content of the signage around the site and the 
provision of bird and/or bat boxes. 

There will be a copy of the plan deposited in the 
Local History Centre at the Library.

Liz Hulse,  Knowle 773951
environment@knowlesociety.org.uk

Jobs Close Local Nature Reserve - Five Year Management Plan 
Liz H

ulse - N
atural Environm

ent 
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Review of Night Flight Policy in Progress at the Airport
and other Community Services News

CLEAN UP DAY
Spring will soon be upon us and by the time this 
reaches you we shall hopefully have achieved a 
successful Clean Up Day on March 21st supported 
again by both Solihull Council Neighbourhood 
Services and volunteers.

KNOT GARDEN
The Knot Garden will be OK for another year with 
again many thanks to Avon Homes, Knowle and 
Dorridge Lions, Solihull Council and Mick Watson, 
who will be able to carry on his good work.

AIRPORT
The Airport has seen accelerated growth, greater than 
forecast, with an increase in passengers of 14.2% in 
2016, which will have benefited the local economy. 
Now, the Night Flying Policy is being reviewed.

When the planning application for the extension of 
the runway was approved in 2009, it included certain 
conditions within the ‘Section 106 agreement’. This 
was subsequently reviewed three times before the 
extension opened in 2014 and was determined at the 
final review as “working successfully balancing both 
economic and social need”.

It includes Schedule 5 Clause 3, which deals with 
night flying and requires that:

“The Airport Company shall review the Night Flying 
Policy in consultation with the Council and the 
Airport Consultative Committee prior to 25 October 
2009 (and each three year anniversary thereafter 
unless the Airport Company and the Council agree 
otherwise) always to include a review of the Quota 
and Annual Limit (i.e Air Traffic Movements = 
ATM’s’) with the intention of achieving as soon 
as practicable after the opening of the Runway 
Extension a phased reduction of the Annual Limit 
to 4% or lower on a programme to be agreed with 
the Council”

Unfortunately, the 4% limit has not, as yet, been 
achieved. 

Currently, this is in the process of further review. 
The Airport wishes to keep night flights at the present 
5% level, based on its schedule of flights from 2017, 
to accommodate some growth and economic benefit. 

This was presented to the ACC (Airport 
Consultative Committee) meeting on February 15th 
this year, where considerable concern was raised by 
members. Community representatives would like 
to see the reduction to 4% or lower to realise social 
need by minimising noise over homes in accordance 
with Schedule 5 of the Section 106.

 As your representative on the ACC, and in conjunction 
with other local community groups, I have written to 
Solihull Council expressing our concern.

Changes to car parking at the Airport are 
underway. A new long stay car park is opening at the 
‘old airport’ site this month. At the main terminal, 
improvements to ‘drop and go’ and ‘meet and greet’ 
facilities are planned to speed the flow of traffic 
through the facility and ease pressure on capacity.
 
POLICE
There have been changes with the Police, who are 
now stationed at Chelmsley Wood. We shall miss 
Freddie (WPC Sharon Grant) who is moving to 
Blythe. We express our appreciation for the service 
and help Freddie has given to the community in many 
ways over recent years.We shall also miss her on our 
committee. We welcome back PC Andy Timmins 
who will be joined by a new PCSO, Abigail Atkins. 

There is a new website that you may register with 
to sign up for alerts regarding crime locally. Just key 
‘WMNow’ into Google.
 
TRANSPORT
We have received no comments about transport 
recently. Buses seem to pass my door on a regular 
basis and do not appear by any means to be full!  We 
will be attending a Solihull Partnership meeting, in 
late March, with a transport focused agenda.

Lilla Baker, Knowle 739073
communityservices@knowlesociety.org.ukLi
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Volunteers for the Clean Up Day
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Storm Doris Destroys Knowle Football Club’s Clubhouse
An Appeal to help the club recover from a devastating blow

Knowle Football Club suffered a shocking blow 
when the roof of their clubhouse was blown off 

during Storm Doris in February.  
The damage is so severe that the clubhouse which 

has stood on the site in Hampton Road since 1947 
will have to be demolished.  The ground will also be 
closed for the foreseeable future until the site can be 
made safe, resulting in no pitch or facilities for 25 
adult and children’s sides.   

Everyone connected with the club, including 
hundreds of current players and their families plus 
all the ex-players who have represented Knowle over 
the years are devastated to see their home destroyed.  
Unfortunately, this freak twist of fate has also affected 
Knowle Cricket Club, as much of the debris was 
blown across their pitch which is located next to the 
football club.

However, in true Corinthian spirit, the club and its 
teams are responding to the challenge and, as befits an 
FA Community club, Knowle FC is receiving support 
from the wider community, including businesses, 
other sports clubs and local residents.

National League, Solihull Moors FC, in an act of 
great generosity, agreed to allow the Knowle first 
team to play its next two Midland Football League 
fixtures at their stadium, The Automated Technology 
Stadium, free of charge. 

Knowle is hoping to arrange a legends’ game 
and will be approaching friends at Aston Villa and 
Birmingham City in this regard. 

Furthermore, Arden School has allowed the junior 
teams the chance to continue playing their matches 
on their school field, also free of charge, an offer that 
has been gratefully received.

All this goes to show the great community spirit in 
the Knowle area and the affection people have for the 
club. Everyone at the club would like to say a huge 
thank you for help given so far and all of the support 
yet to come, as Knowle FC still need a lot of help to 
overcome this massive challenge.  

The club has set up a crowd funding website in an 
attempt to raise the much needed initial funds to get 
the club back on track.  Please visit the link below, 
all donations from individuals or businesses would be 
welcome and very gratefully received:

http://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/
knowle-fc-repairs-to-clubhouse

The aim is to raise £30,000 to provide a new 
clubhouse that will be a home to so many local 
players.

Please also share the link on social media to spread 
the word and help Knowle FC recover from the 
devastating impact the storm has had and ensure that 
the club can continue to provide a home for football 
for future generations of local children and adults.  

If any local businesses, clubs, tradespeople, etc can 
also offer any practical assistance then please email 
knowlefc@mail.com with details.

Sam Smith, Knowle FC

Volunteers from the club tackle the challenge of cleaning up after Doris
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The exhibitions schedule has now been finalised 
for the coming year and will be as follows:

In April, May and June this year “The Bower 
Family & Knowle Lodge” exhibition will be staged 
in the Local History Centre, upstairs at the Library. 
This was initially scheduled to start in March, but was 
unfortunately delayed resulting in knock on delays to 
the plan for rest of the year.

In July, August and September, the display cabinets 
will be emptied and filled once more in order to 
host the first in a series entitled “Knowle’s Historic 
Houses”.  This opening exhibition will focus on 
“Grimshaw Hall”.

This will be replaced for October, November and 
December with “300 Years of Freemasonry” which 
will be compiled by the Freemasons of Knowle.

Then for the first three months of 2018, “Knowle 
Hall” will feature as the second in the series “Knowle’s 
Historic Houses”.

Now, here is the appeal.
If you have an interest in local history  and would 

like to help by volunteering in the Local History 
Centre involving one Saturday morning per month, 
please contact me using the details below.

Janet Eržen, Knowle 779040
history@knowlesociety.org.ukJa
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Exhibitions Schedule for the Next Year and an Appeal
Local History Centre Exhibition News

Some members of the Bower family at Knowle Lodge in 1907 & Knowle Lodge itself in 1906

• Making the region 
the home for 150,000 
businesses, an increase 
of 20,000 on the figure 
as it is today.

• Addressing issues, 
such as low skill levels, 
untapped assets and 
poor mental health 
in the community, 
ensuring that the skills 
needs of businesses are 
met by high quality education facilities and making 
sure that everyone in the region can benefit from 
the resultant economic growth.

Should you wish to find out more, visit www.
westmidlandscombinedauthority.org.uk/about/
strategic-economic-plan.

Lilla Baker

An Ambitious Economic Plan for the West Midlands
I attended a presentation by Councillor Bob Sleigh, 
Leader of Solihull Council and Chair of the West 
Midlands Combined Authority, to find out more 
about the Economic Plan for the region in which 
Knowle sits.

This Plan sets out a strategic vision for the West 
Midlands to be achieved by 2030 with a view to 
“improving the quality of life of everyone who lives 
and works in the region”. Its highlights are:
• Making the most of  good rail, road and air links 

that would be strengthened by further growth 
at the Airport and the arrival of HS2, with 38 
minute journey times to London, transforming 
the region into a world class business location

• The generation of an additional half a million 
jobs, created by making the most of this regional 
geography to attract a high concentration of high 
value manufacturing businesses and making the 
region a centre of excellence for creative, digital 
and environmental technologies. 
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Longdon Hall Farm and its Surrounds in the 1930s
Our third extract from the memoirs of Michael William Savage

The farmhouse itself was a half timbered 
building with many rooms. There were 

two back doors, the first one led into a large 
room used for washing the dairy utensils. 
Next to that was the boiler room, where the 
wood and coal was kept for the fires. 

The first kitchen with the black range 
came next, it was not used except for 
storing the hen’s food. The cloakroom came 
next, and off that, the pantry where all the 
crockery was kept and in which there was a 
large sink to do the washing up.  

The main kitchen also had a big black 
range and from that was the door to go to the 
dairy.  There was also a walk-in boot and shoe 
cupboard and in one corner was a cable which went 
through the ceiling to the big chimney and attached 
was a large bell used for calling the workers in from 
the fields. 

Off the kitchen, were two more rooms, a store 
room and another, used on Sundays, when guests 
came to the farm and gathered there to play cards.

There was the long hallway and, to the right, 
a very big room. It had a long table in the middle 
with twelve chairs on the one side and glass fronted 
cupboards with books in on the other side. This room 
had large shutters to the windows on the inside. 

The room opposite that was a sitting room, or 
parlour. Underneath this, was the cellar, which had 
two rooms in which the barrels of cider were kept. 

Going up the stairs to the first floor, there was 
a big bedroom with a walk-in wardrobe. Along the 
landing and to the left was another bedroom with 
a bathroom and on the other side was the guest 
bedroom.  Another set of stairs went up to the two 
big attic rooms.

Outside, There was an old red “Bean” car with a 
brass radiator and brass lamps together with the big 
compression engine that was in the barn and the 
Wolsey sheep shearing machine.  All the old wagons 
which we used for collecting the hay and corn in the 
fields, the old horse-drawn hayrack, the old ploughs, 
would be museum pieces today.

You had to cross a small bridge over the deep moat 
to get into the garden which was a good acre in size 
and contained fruit trees and a vegetable garden.  At 
the top end of the garden, I remember some mosaic 
was discovered, so what was in the garden before I 
don’t know. Stories suggest that it may have been a 
chapel from the original house.

Today, the moat has been filled in, which is a shame, 
as it probably should have been dredged for all the 
artefacts that were thrown in it over the years. 

Broken bottles were thrown away at the bottom 
of the yard, along with the rest of the tins and other 
refuse, which was then collected up and taken to a 
pit in the field near Waste Lane, now called Longdon 
Road. 

The well on the farm was deep, when you dropped 
a stone, you had to wait before you heard it hit the 
water. It was made of red bricks placed at an angle to 
create a round well, no cement was used. 

Just past the well, was a Monkey Tree and there 
were also two Cedar Trees on the edge of the lawn 
by the fence into the field. There was a deep ditch to 
keep the cows away from the fence. 

Out of the drive, into the field there was a huge oak 
tree and the field itself was ridged, as of years gone 
by.  Through the gate, there was a public footpath 
which went through the wheat field over Purnell’s 
Brook. 

Down the road to the bridge where Purnell’s 
Brook flowed under the road, was a stopping place 
for the lorries which were driven by steam. They 
filled up with water before continuing their journey 
into Birmingham. The big traction engines from the 
fairground, which came to the field at the back of the 
Red Lion (now built on), also filled up there with 
water.

Across the field beyond Purnell’s Brook, was a 
stile to be crossed into the main road and the bus 
stop. 

Years ago, the bus was a single decker Midland 
Red and the fare was two pence into Solihull which 
was collected by the bus conductor. In return you 
received a pink ticket. 

Typical Midland Red single decker - this vehicle entered service in 1936 
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The long-awaited, but necessary, Response to the 
Council’s consultation regarding their suggested 

three development sites – intended to provide 1,050 
new homes in Knowle – was finally submitted to the 
Council in good time. 

This Response was prepared by the Planning 
Committee and supported by the Society’s Trustee 
Directors. Of the three sites, two are in Hampton 
Road and the third is known as the Arden Triangle 

The main argument against the suitability of the 
three sites, in particular that of the Triangle, was the 
projected increase in traffic flows along the High 
Street during peak times in both the morning and 
afternoon of weekdays.  

This increase, based on figures which were provided 
as part of Kimberley Development’s Waitrose 
proposal and accepted by the Council, would be 
considerable.  We could see as many as approximately 
4,000 vehicles (2,000 in each direction) during both 
peak two hourly periods passing through the High 
Street.

The adverse impact of increased traffic flow in 
the High Street has already been experienced 
recently as a result of National Grid’s need 
to undertake repairs to their gas main in 
Lodge Road which became a one-way route 
northbound.  

The additional south-bound traffic in High 
Street therefore increased which, due to the 
various junctions on the High Street (particularly 
that into St John’s Way) and the three zebra 
crossings, regularly saw queues building up 
from the Wychwood Avenue roundabout.

In addition, Knowle’s lack of adequate 
current car parking provision would be brought 
to the fore even more than it is now.  This would 
considerably worsen when the new residents 
of these 1,050 extra houses each want to come 

into Knowle and, because of the distances involved, 
would do so in their cars.

As a consequence of Councillor Courts’ request 
to put up other sites for consideration, our Response 
included those sites of which the Council are already 
aware but are located to the north of Hockley Heath 
either directly fronting or adjacent to the Stratford 
Road.  

The argument for these sites to be considered 
further by the Council was simply based on the 
logic that the Stratford Road is a better access route 
to Solihull or Birmingham and thus very capable 
of sustaining an increase in traffic flows without 
impacting on Hockley Heath itself.

Finally the Response called for the Council to 
provide full transparency of its decision-making 
process if it wished to gain any support for their 
finally choosing Knowle to accept 20% of the total 
requirement of new houses.  We await the Council’s 
decision with interest.

Andrew Marston, Knowle 774082
planning@knowlesociety.org.ukA
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Response Made to Development Sites Consultation
News from the Planning Committee

Arden School Field - Part of the Proposed Housing Allocation   
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Why not complement Chris Edwards’ talk 
to the Society on 15 May (8pm in the 

Village Hall) by seeing the delightful subject 
of this evening meeting for yourself, with your 
own visit to Middleton Lakes.

This RSPB reserve is relatively young. It 
celebrated its tenth birthday in February this 
year. The talk Chris is to give us will tell the 
fascinating story of how the reserve was created 
after the charity secured 400 acres of wetlands, 
woodlands and meadows in the Tame Valley. 

If you join us that evening and have not 
visited the Lakes beforehand, you will surely be 
eager to do so afterwards!

The entrance to the Reserve is the driveway 
to historic Middleton Hall, which can be toured 
on the same visit.  This can be found off the A4091, 
Belfry Hotel to Fazeley road, beyond Bodymoor 
Heath. 

There are two car parks. That for the Hall is 
reached first. The car park for the Reserve is a sharp 
left before the Hall’s gateway and along the lane for 
a short distance.

Maps of the Reserve are available in the car park 
and online. Walking boots are best for enjoying the 
network of trails around the jigsaw of hides, lookouts, 
meadows, wetlands, lakes and ponds that lie nestled 
between the River Tame and the Birmingham and 
Fazeley Canal. These lie at the end of a long entrance 
path from the car park which first passes the Heronry 
on its left and then the Rookery to its right. 

The easiest to spot are the swans, gliding 
gracefully across the lakes, and then the ducks and 
other fowl bobbing along in the streams. Yet, take 
your binoculars, and from the haughty heron waiting 
patiently on a high branch to the sparrowhawk 
soaring and circling overhead to the sandpiper spying 
from the bank, there is a bounty of birdlife to feast 
on.

Adjacent to the Reserve, Middleton Hall is a 
Grade II listed building dating back to medieval 
times, saved from ruinous decay in 1980 and subject 

of a herculean, volunteer led restoration since then. 
It is only open from April to September on Sundays, 
Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays.

Its jettied, black and white, timber framed frontage 
and its early 1700s walled garden are just two of the 
many highlights in store for the visitor.

Middleton Hall is home to The Peel Collection 
and Police Museum, run by the Peel Society. These 
collections of memorabilia celebrate the family 
of former Prime Minister, Sir Robert Peel, who 
was a near neighbour at Drayton Manor, and his 
involvement in laying the foundations of the police 
force as we know it today. 

To round off this visit, the Hall’s Courtyard Café 
can offer a reviving tea. However, if lunch calls 
between a morning at the Reserve and an afternoon 
at the Hall, it is worth jumping back in the car for 
the extra three miles to the Fig and Olive. This may 
sound like a local pub, but actually it is not. 

To get there, go straight across the A4091 to 
Middleton. Turn right in the heart of the village onto 
Coppice Lane. Then find the Coppice Garden Centre, 
on the left, after just over a further mile. 

This licenced coffee shop cum restaurant does an 
excellent range of lunches and snacks with quality 
ingredients and offers the bonus of a stroll around 
the garden centre to round off your trip.

A Day Out from Knowle - Middleton Lakes and Hall
Enjoy this RSPB bird sanctuary and the historic house and museum
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If you are able to volunteer, please come and join 
in for just a few hours, to represent the Society as a 
marshal.Your help will be greatly appreciated. 

If you can help or for more information, please 
contact me on 01564 779708.

Martin Warr

Volunteers Needed to Marshal for the Fun Run
Knowle will once again be hosting the hugely succesful 
Fun Run organised by Knowle and Dorridge Lions 
on Sunday 21st May.

The Society will again be supporting the successful 
running of the event by offering help with marshalling 
on the day.
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In Conversation ... with Dave Pinwell
Cheryl Steventon talks to our Newsletter Editor about his other work

Dave Pinwell is not only the Society’s Newsletter 
Editor and a Trustee Director, he is the Chief 

Executive of another charity, a Trustee of three more   
and advisor to several others.

So, Dave, who do you work for?

I am the CEO of a small Solihull focused charity 
called Colebridge Trust. It is a versatile organisation 
that provides employment and training for learning 
disabled adults, those who are recovering from 
mental health issues and other adults and young 
people who are furthest from the jobs market. 

We run a small factory as a training environment 
to learn new skills for the workplace. It carries out 
assembly work for the motor industry and packing 
work for other businesses. 

However, we also do a lot of community 
development work, which involves providing 
advisory services to charities and community groups 
which are starting out, changing direction, struggling 
with sustainabilty or tackling new projects. 

You have been tackling a new project in 
recent months yourself, is that right?

Yes, last summer, we were given a small contract to 
lead a partnership of five local charitable organisations 
and, between us, to act as ‘caretakers’ of Solihull’s 
Healthwatch service, breathing new life into it 
pending the appointment of new providers in April.

What is Healthwatch, I am not sure that I 
have heard of it?
That is one of the biggest challenges, not so many 
people have heard of it at all. But, they should do and 
we have been trying to put that right. 

Why is it so important?
Because, in a challenging time for health and social 
care services, Healthwatch Solihull is helping to 
sustain and improve standards.  It acts as the voice of 
the patient and carer. It listens to their experiences 
and concerns about the support they receive and feeds 
these back to the Health and Social Care providers.  
By doing this it facilitates the ongoing evaluation and 
improvement of services in the Borough.  

Where services are good, it lets people know in 
order to keep standards high. Where people have not 
such good experiences, their stories can be shared 
and improvements can be sought.

Widespread concerns lead to more in-depth 
research and surveys. As a result, recommendations 
for improvement are made at the highest level, that is 
to senior managers and/or Governing Boards.  

So, how do people with experiences to share 
access this Healthwatch service?
The best way is to visit the website, which is www.
healthwatchsolihull.org.uk. Alternatively, the phone 
line is open from 10am to 3pm weekdays, on 0121 
704 7861 or visit the Community Information and 
Advice Hub at The Core in Solihull Town Centre 
between those hours.

Meanwhile, have you lived in Knowle long?
I moved here in 1983, having grown up in Plymouth, 
spent a decade in South Wales and moved to Solihull 
in 1980. Having moved to this area, why would 
one want to move on to anywhere else? It’s a great 
community with all the facilities you could want in 
easy reach and outstanding transport links. 

And what do you do in your spare time?
My hobbies are walking and the amateur stage. I am 
part of our team that plans and leads the Society’s 
walks and I am currently rehearsing with the Revels 
Drama group for a play to be staged in May.

Well, I wish you well with that and thank you 
for talking to me.

And thank you to you as well, Cheryl. This is your 
last ‘In Conversation’ column for the time being at 
least following your return to work. So, good luck 
with that and we are grateful for all of the interesting 
conversations that you have recorded for us over the 
past three years.In
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Most folk who love the outdoors are familiar 
with Hatton Locks, but often see them on a 

‘walk down and back again’ basis. Fewer are familiar 
with this delightful circular Springtime stroll. 

It combines farmland, woodland and parkland 
with historic buildings, and a half dozen of the locks 
into a 3.25 mile route, starting at the Hatton Locks 
car park (small charge) or the Hatton Arms  car park. 

If parking at the former, follow the signed footpath 
up the hill to the pub. In either case, exit onto the 
A4177 from the very far end of the pub car park. 
Follow the pavement for a short distance and carefully 
cross the busy road into the driveway of Home Farm.

At the Farm, keep to the right as you enter the 
farmyard. You will see the wooden gate to a footpath 
straight ahead. This path follows the outer perimeter 
of the farmyard around to exit onto a further driveway 

on the far side. Turn 
right here and follow 
it until you reach a 
T-junction, at which 
you turn right again. 

This path leads 
you out to Beausale 
Lane. Turn right here 
for a short distance 
and then left into 
another driveway, 
signposted ‘Turkey 
Farm House’. 

Walk up the drive until you reach the house, and 
you will see a metal footpath gate to its immediate 
left. Go through this and, enjoying views to distant 
Warwick, you will shortly reach another T-junction.
Here you again turn right. Walk down the hill and 
ignore the further path that peels off to the left, but 
continue with the houses on your right.

When you emerge onto a road, there is a further 
footpath leading between houses, almost opposite 
you. Follow this tarmac path, crossing further roads 
and it will bring you eventually back to the A4177. 

En route, you will pass through Hatton Park,  part 
of the original grounds of the former Central Hospital. 
Here the grassy slopes are still overlooked by the old 
building with its striking clock and bell tower and 
punctuated with some fine, long established trees.

The surrounding residential village combined 
new build with the conversion of the Grade II listed, 
medical facility, which closed in 1995. The Hospital 
began life as the County Lunatic Asylum, which 
opened in 1852. It continued to provide mental 
health services after it was renamed upon integration 
into the new National Health Service in 1948. 

On reaching the main road, cross it carefully and 
walk up Middle Lock Road to emerge upon the 
canal towpath. Turning right here takes you along the 
canalside to return to our start point.

Those seeking refreshment can choose between 
the Café on the opposite side of the canal, beside the 
top lock, or the Hatton Arms. 

A Stroll to the Canalside, a Park, a Clock and Bell Tower
Our local walking series takes us to Historic Hatton

Local W
alk
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The Knowle Society 

We have almost3200 
members; can you encourage 
your friends and neighbours 
to join too? This may be 
done either by contacting 
the Membership Secretary 
or through an application 
form on our website (address 
below).

Established to maintain the 
character of the Village.

Website and Social 
Media: 

www.knowlesociety.org.uk

www.facebook.com/ 
           KnowleSociety

www.twitter.com/  
           KnowleSociety

Membership:
Leighton Jones
23 Newton Road, Knowle 
B93 9HL
01564 773894  
membership@
knowlesociety.org.uk

In this issue
1. Natural Environment
2. News From the AGM
2. Village Greens
3. Nat Environment (cont)
4. Community Services
5. Knowle Football Club
6. Local History
6. West Mids Economic Plan
7. Longdon Hall Farm - 1930s
8. Planning
9. Day Out - Middleton
10. In Conversation
11. Walk  - Hatton Locks
12. Membership
12. Around The Shops

The Knowle Society is a
company limited by 
guarantee, registered 
number 05514023. 
Registered Charity number 
1111085.

Editor: Dave Pinwell, 07500 081216
newsletter@knowlesociety.org.uk

Distribution: Anne Smith, 01564 779120
distribution@knowlesociety.org.uk

Proof-readers: David Bower, Maria 
Brown, Leighton Jones 
 

Previous Issues
all the way back to January 1963, are 
available on our website:
              www.knowlesociety.org.uk

Next issue
Copy deadline: 1st June 2017
Distribution commences:1st July 2017

The Knowle Society Newsletter

We are delighted to give a warm welcome to these four new members to the Society: 

MEMBERSHIP
My  thanks to the Newsletter distributors and to those Members who have paid their sub-
scription for the 2016/17 year.  There are still some who have not paid, perhaps because 
your distributor has not been able to call when you were in.  If you are not sure if you have 
paid, please get in touch.  You could even pay next year’s subscription now!  

We would be very unhappy if we had to cancel your membership due to non-payment 
so are encouraging members to pay by Standing Order.  The required form is available on 
our website on the bottom of the page at www.knowlesociety.org.uk/aboutus/joinus.

In addition to the quarterly Newsletters, we keep in touch with you by occasional 
emails informing you of the Society’s activities.  If you are not getting these but would like 
to, please email me and I will add your address to the list.  We also post items of general 
interest about the Society and the village on Twitter and Facebook, so if you use either of 
these, please link to us to keep up to date.
 
WALKS
Please look at the list of walks in the enclosed Programme Card.  We are providing an 
extra walk this year, so we hope that many people will be able to join us and enjoy the best 
of Knowle and its surroundings.  If you have any queries about them, please get in touch 
with me.

Leighton Jones
membership@knowlesociety.org.uk

Knowle 773894

Smoode, opposite Berrow Homes,  has 
been replaced by Elderberry Blacks Café, 

run by a young lady called Hayley Fraser. 
They do healthy food, and all day breakfasts 
with options of vegetarian or gluten free.  

In the precinct, two owners have decided 
to take a well earned retirement, and we 
wish them well for the future.

Austin Bannister, the optician, is moving 
to Cornwall, permanently, with his wife. We 
would like to thank Austin for the excellent 
service he has given to the people of Knowle 
over many years.  He will be much missed by 
many people.  The business will remain as an 
optician but under different ownership.

Around The Shops

Carol, of Inspirations, which sold a variety 
of kitchen equipment, greetings cards, toys 
etc, has closed her doors after many years  
and will be also be much missed. 

Janet Eržen


