
We could not have chosen a 
better day! 20th October 

2015 dawned bright and sunny. 
The team from the Natural 

Environment Committee arrived 
early to put up the banners, the 
warning signs and security fencing.

The next team to arrive were the 
task force from Amey, the Council’s 
contractors. They set to immediately 
to prepare the ground for the bulbs 
by removing the turf.  

‘Planting’ was more distributing 
the bulbs, in the correct density, in 
the trenches left by the turf cutters.

At just after 10 o’clock, the 
children of the reception classes of 
Knowle C of E Primary Academy 
arrived to officially start the planting. 

Their enthusiasm was infectious 
with their delight and interest in 
their task written across their faces. 
Plant pots, loaned from the nursery 
run by Mind, were used to give an 
idea as to how many bulbs were 
required.

The planting continued 
throughout the day. Donors joined 
us to see what was going on and a 
few came ready to help. The Solihull 
Observer photographer called by in 
the afternoon, as did a representative 
of Knowle Parish Magazine.

(continued on page 3)
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Planting the Spring Bulbs at Wychwood
The Dogs Trust
Helen Barlow 
Hidcote Manor Gardens
Speaker to be confirmed
Annual General Meeting 
Includes refreshments after the formal business 
Highways Agency
Stephen Price
Baddesley Clinton Fields & Lanes Walk - 4 miles
Meet at the National Trust car park, nearest postcode B93 0DG

Monday January 18th
8.00pm in the Village Hall
Monday February 15th
8.00pm in the Village Hall 
Saturday February 27th
3.00pm in the Village Hall
Monday March 21st
8.00pm in the Village Hall
Sunday April 3rd
2.00pm start for 4 mile walkEv
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Members, Guides, Schoolchildren and Donors work together to plant the bulbs
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From the Chairman ... Thank You for our Achievements

Across the year the Society has led, or 
supported, many community projects, 

activities and events. These include the bulb 
planting project, refurbishing the Millennium 
sign, tidying and replanting the precinct 
flower beds, Christmas Lights, history 
exhibitions and weekly stewards, talks and 
walks, newsletter delivery, extended library 
hours, environmental clean ups, etc. 

The list is extensive and has been reflected 
in the articles and photographs in the 
quarterly Newsletters.

As Chairman of the Society, and on behalf 
of all the Trustee Directors, I would like to 
record my sincere thanks to the wonderful team of 
volunteers who offer their time, skills, talents and 
goodwill to the Society and their local community. 
We could not manage without you!!

In November, the Trustee Directors took the 
opportunity to recognise the contributions made by 
the volunteers by hosting a thank you tea party in 
the Guild House. As well as thanking our volunteers, 
the event provided an opportunity for groups 
of volunteers to meet each other and exchange 
experiences.

The Society recruits volunteers in many ways, but 
often via articles in our newsletters. For example, I am 
delighted to report that, in response to the October 
issue appeal for help to distribute newsletters, we 
have had a number of offers of help. Also the appeal 
from ‘Contact the Elderly’, printed in our last issue 
has resulted in setting up of a group in Knowle.

Well done and thank you to everyone who gives 
their time to support their community.

chairman@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 739390B
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The Village Greens project, which started way 
back in 2011, should come to a conclusion this 

year – perhaps even in the first half!  The next critical 
stage is the public hearing of our applications, which 
will be held in the first week of February.

At this, we will put our case for the registration of 
all three pieces of land.  These are:-

• Area A, that running from the Wychwood 
roundabout to the rear of Longdon Road;

• Area C, that part of the Nature Reserve across 
Purnell’s Brook from the main part of the park 
plus the section against the wall backing onto 
Arrow and Austrey Closes. This is partly owned 
by the Council and part by Taylor Wimpey.

• Area D, the open land between the park and 
Starbold Crescent, again partly owned by the 
Council and part by Taylor Wimpey.

The objectors will then put their case and the 
Inspector might ask questions before going away to 
consider whether we have made a good enough case 
and whether there is any other reason why the land 

cannot be registered.  He will in due course write 
to all parties and the Council, which has the legal 
powers to actually register the land.  

No doubt they will follow his recommendations, 
but it will go to the Council’s Planning Committee 
for their formal recommendation to the Cabinet.  We 
will then know whether or not we have succeeded!

The hearing is to be held at the Solihull Moors 
Football Club in the week of 1st to 5th February 
2016.  The first three days are set aside for Area A, 
then one day each for ‘C’ and ‘D’.  

As the name implies, it is open to the public and it 
would be good if we had a strong turnout of Knowle 
people to support those who will be presenting our 
evidence. So, please come along, even if you can only 
come for a short while.  

The hearing runs from 10:00am to 5:30pm.  The 
ground is off Damson Parkway, near the rear entrance 
to the Land Rover works – postcode B92 9EJ.

villagegreens@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 773894

Village Greens Project - The Climax Approaches!
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Thanks for the Support and Other Natural Environment News

(continued from front page)
The final event was the arrival of the Rainbows, 
Brownies and Guides with a Beaver and Cub Scout 
representing the Scouting movement! They planted 
under the apple tree on the Wychwood Avenue 
corner, where we needed to plant both crocuses and 
narcissi. They had extra work to do, as they not only 
had to plant the bulbs, but also re-lay the turf. 

The planting was completed the following 
morning in light drizzle!

Many people helped to make the day a success. We 
could not have managed without the team from Amey. 
Solihull Council’s Dave Tipping had been involved 
in the project from the beginning. His colleague, Jo 
Williams, provided guidance and help on the day. 

Emma Clarke and the other staff and parents from 
Knowle Academy made it possible for the children to 
take part. We also had great support throughout the 
planning and on the day from the Trustee Directors, 
friends and family. 

Our final thank you must be to the donors who 
made it all possible.

The Natural Environment Committee is delighted 
that we have seen the first phase of this ambitious 
project completed with 10,000 narcissi and 29,000 
crocuses in the ground. Now we are waiting 
nervously for spring.

DONATIONS
The following list acknowledges those who have 
kindly made a donation to the Bulb fund since the 
last edition of the newsletter, other than those which 
were made anonymously: 

BORDER MAINTENANCE
Meanwhile, there have been improvements in 
the borders at the junction of  Warwick Road and 
Lodge Road, adjacent to the Knowle Traditional 
Sweet Shop. Committee member, Mike Fisher, and 
Society member, Melaina Cox, have worked with the 
landowner and shopkeepers to improve the bed on 
the corner. 

As can be seen from our before and after pictures, 
below, the bed was overgrown and unsightly. Mike 
and Melaina have done a great job clearing and 
replanting the border. 

environment@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 773951

Liz H
ulse, N

atural Environm
ent 

   One Stop Community Fund

Knowle and Dorridge Lions Club

In Memory of Lesley Clissold

In Memory of Peter Bond
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Next Exhibition Looks Back Further Than Ever Before
Full exhibition programme in Local History Centre news

At the time of writing, there were no new shops 
in Knowle but sadly there were another two 

empty shops. 
Sheldon Florist on the High Street has closed 

down after many years of quality service supplying 
flowers for all occasions. They have left a huge void 
behind for such occasions as funerals, weddings and 
other special events, and indeed for their advice and 
friendly service.  

A selection of good quality flowers can, of course, 
be obtained from Tesco.  However, for a customised 
arrangement or for a wedding or funeral, the nearest 
florist shop to offer a personal service is Fleur-de-Lis 
on Solihull High Street. They are an old established 
business, having been on the High Street for 25 years 
or so, which is in itself is a high recommendation for 
quality and service.  

Otherwise, there are plenty of online shops, but 
if you are like me and you want something special, 
you would rather see them for yourself and have the 
benefit of a florist’s advice.

Let us hope that someone takes advantage of the 
empty premises in Knowle and opens up another 
florist’s shop.

The other shop we have lost and that will be missed 
is Walter Smith’s butchers shop in the precinct.  Not 
just for their meat and other variety of items, but for 
the fact that they sold “Lashford’s” sausages. There are 
several retailers round and about who stock them.

(continued at base of  next page)

For our next exhibition, from the beginning of 
January to the end of March 2016, the local 

history team has gone back a little further in time 
than usual – many millions of years in fact, to present:

‘GEOLOGY OF KNOWLE’  or  
‘KNOWLE’S TRAVELS THROUGH TIME’                               

Using a variety of sources, we have tracked our area 
in its journey across the globe from the South Pole to 
its present latitude of 52.386 N, from under the sea 
to tropical swamp and from desert to under a glacial 
lake.

During this journey, drastic changes in the area’s 
geography have created many different types of rock. 
These in turn have affected many aspects of Knowle’s 
present scenery and character. 

We think this exhibition will appeal both to 
children and to adults.

This will be followed by another of our exhibitions 
on ‘Famous People of Knowle’,  from the beginning 
of April to the end of June 2016:

‘LESLIE STATHAM’ (Aka Arnold Steck) 
Leslie Statham was born and brought up in Knowle, 
joined the Welsh Guards and became a famous 
arranger and composer of such well known marches 
as ‘Piccadilly’, ‘Birdcage Walk’ and perhaps most 
famously ‘Drum Majorette’, the original signature tune 
for ‘Match of The Day’.

Image reproduced with permission: Dmitry Bogdanov
Was this Knowle 165 million years ago?

Later in the year, the following two exhibitions will 
complete the programme:

‘THE BOWER FAMILY & KNOWLE LODGE’ 
Beginning of July – end of September 2016

‘CELEBRATIONS & GOOD TIMES IN 
KNOWLE’ 

Beginning of October – end of December 2016 

Our exhibitions are on show in the Knowle Society 
Local History Centre, upstairs in Knowle Library, 
and are available to view, free of charge, at any time 
during library opening hours. Stewards are on duty 
every Saturday morning from 10.00am to 12.30pm.

Around the Shops

The winner, Leah Goldstein, second from left on the front row,

 holds up her gift token.
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Windfall application site in Wychwood Avenue

Our Independent Shops - Use ‘em or Lose ‘Em

Plan Shortfall Leads to Review and Opening of Consultation 
Applications for windfall sites and other planning matters

During the last quarter, the committee has 
considered several planning applications for 

additional houses within already developed areas. 
In planning terms, this is known as infill, or windfall 

housing.  Three new houses in Hampton Road and one 
in Wychwood Avenue have been proposed.  In such 
locations, modest though the numbers involved are, 
there is a need to balance the ability of the proposal 
to ‘fit in acceptably’ with the existing neighbouring 
houses against reducing the Council’s shortfall of the 
new housing which they need to provide.

An earlier Newsletter article referred to the Court 
decision on the Tidbury Green developments. This 
also identified errors in the Council’s calculations for 
the Local Plan which was approved by the Council in 
December 2013, resulting in a considerable shortfall 
in the number of new houses expected to be provided.

Now, in recommending that the Committee 
approve a planning application for one new dwelling, 
the Council’s planning officers put forward this 
shortfall so that even such modest additional provision 

will help make up the numbers actually required.
As a result of the Court decision, the Local Plan is 

subject to a Review. Consequently, the Council has 
launched a consultation, which is open for comment 
until 22 January 2016.  Accessing the planning 
section of the Council website will give you all the 
latest information from a planning point of view. 

How this will affect Knowle is best found in 
the ‘Summary’.  This relatively modest document 
includes maps of various areas in Solihull indicating 
both ‘limited expansion’ and ‘large scale urban 
extensions or significant expansion of rural villages 
or settlements’ which are indicated as an erosion of 
the Green Belt.  

Both criteria include not only Knowle but also 
Dorridge and Bentley Heath.  This will require 
careful consideration not only by The Knowle 
Society but also now by the new Neighbourhood 
Forum which is fully ’up and running’!

Meanwhile, you will recall the proposed 
development by Taylor Wimpey on behalf of the 
Homes and Communities Agency on allocated 
residential land located behind Downing Close, 
accessed off Grove Road via Middlefield Avenue.  It 
appears the applicant has now submitted an amended 
scheme to the Council at which we will now be 
looking very closely.

Finally, a brief but most important mention 
of Peter Ewin, member and past chairman of this 
Committee, who has indicated that at the next 
AGM, he wishes to retire from planning and pursue 
a (relatively) more relaxing time with the History 
Group.  On behalf of his fellow members of this 
Committee, I would like to thank him for his time, 
effort and most valuable experience he has given to 
us over many years and wish him well for the future.

  planning@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 774082

A
ndrew

 M
arston, Planning

(Continued from previous page)
 I think the nearest is Nottcutts Garden Centre on the 
Stratford Road - I should have kept that little nugget 
of information to myself - they will probably have 
sold out the next time I go!

It all comes down to what I say in nearly every 
issue, USE ‘EM OR LOSE ‘EM, especially the 
small independent shops of which we are lucky to 
have quite a few and which give excellent friendly 
advice and service.  Please don’t forget about the 

small shops and businesses tucked away in places like 
Kimbells Walk and Greville Court.  In the latter there 
is a highly skilled shoe repairer, Powells of Knowle, 
whose proprietor Malcolm works magic with boot 
and shoe repairs of all sorts.  He stocks a variety of 
other items like cheap watches, watch straps and 
batteries and will happily fit a new watch battery or 
strap for you.

history@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 779040
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Accounting Report for 12 months ending 30th September 2015 

Once again, the Society has had a very successful 
year. The reserves have increased from a total 

of £14,621 a year ago to £34,132 at the end of 
September 2015. 

Our income for the year included a splendid 
£14,929 of donations to the bulb appeal fund and 
a further £1,182 to the Village Greens appeal. 
The remaining income, from the total of £31,917  
received in the year, came mainly from membership 
subscriptions of £12,703 and gift aid tax recovery of 
£2,472.

Expenditure during the year was fairly conservative 
with notable items including £844 legal costs for the 
revision of our Memorandum & Articles and £1,737 
of legal and other costs for the Village Greens appeal. 

Aims for the forthcoming year: It is 
anticipated that the Society will incur significant  costs 
in 2016 for the Village Greens legal process. This will 
be covered by both the Village Greens donation fund, 

which stood at £2,665 on 30th September 2015, and 
from our general reserves.

As Treasurer, I aim to keep a healthy reserve of 
funds throughout 2016 and have budgeted for our 
expected costs over the next accounting year.

Membership: Membership on 30th September 
2015 stood at 3402; a reduction of 177 on the 
previous year. The majority of these were from deaths 
or members moving away.

Reserves Policy: The Reserves Policy of the 
Society is that sufficient funds are retained to cover 
a minimum of one year’s normal expenditure. It will 
be seen from the figures that our end of year balance 
was comfortably above that level. 

Full set of accounts: Our full set of accounts will 
be available in due course by request from myself, on 
the Society website or at the AGM in February 2016.

David Watson, Hon Treasurer
treasurer@knowlesociety.org.uk
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The Minutes of the 2014 AGM and June 2014 
EGM were both approved and signed by the 

Chairman as a true record.
Chairman’s Report

Leighton Jones noted that the meeting concluded 
his three years as Chairman and reflected on the 
major highlights of that period. These began with 
the Jubilee celebrations in 2012 and concluded with 
the Society’s contribution to the establsihment of the 
Neighbourhood Forum.

Other key projects had included an entry into 
social media, the excellent First World War exhibition 
and a number of key planning and airport matters.

The Village Greens project had also started in this 
period and Leighton looked forward to continuing to 
work on this.

With a strong membership, the Society, having 
thrived for 50 years, will continue to do so.
Revison of Governing Documents 
Peter Ewin stepped forward to introduce proposed 
amendments to the Society’s Memorandum and 
Articles and to explain the background to these.

Member Rob Brooke asked why the word 
‘preserve’ had been removed from the Objects and 
proposed that ‘preserve and promote the character 
of the village’ be restored. This was seconded and 
carried.

The remaining proposed changes to both 
documents were then subjected to a vote and 
approved.
TheVillage Greens Project

Leighton Jones reported that he would be 
approaching residents who had completed a feedback 
form to  provide statements now and attend a hearing 
to testify accordingly.

He mentioned the intention to hold a Race Night 
to raise funds for this and Natural Environment 
projects.
Treasurer’s Report

The Treasurer reported that income in the year had 
increased on the prior year largely due to donations 
for the Village Greens project and the Local History 
Group. 

He added that expenditure on the Newsletter had 
increased, on storage had decreased and that the 
depreciation  amount was appearing in the accounts 
for a final time, the fixed assets now being completely 
written down. The General Fund had gone down 
slightly against the previous year. 

He noted that the subscription price had increased 
as of 1 October 2014, and explained the background, 
outlined how further donations could be made and 
answered five questions from members.

It was proposed that the members accept the 
accounts which was unanimously agreed. 

West & Co were appointed to continue to act as 
The Knowle Society’s Independent Examiners.
Election of Officers

Bill Bohanna was elected as Chairman of the 
Society. Andrew Marston was elected as Deputy 
Chairman. David Watson was re-elected as Honorary 
Treasurer and Kate Stables as Honorary Secretary. 
Election of  Trustee Directors

Lilla Baker and Leighton Jones had resigned and 
were standing for re-election. Elizabeth Hulse was 
standing for election by the AGM for the first time 
Each had been duly nominated and seconded.  There 
were no further nominations and all three were 
elected.
Members’ Resolutions

There were no members’ resolutions proposed for 
consideration.
Any Other Business

Bill Bohanna addressed the meeting to introduce 
himself and his background. He thanked Leighton 
Jones for his three years of service as Chairman and 
looked forward to the challenges that he would face 
in the role.
Life Membership

Leighton Jones paid tribute to Peter Ellis, as 
retiring President, and to John Chaloner for their 
many years of service to the Society and presented 
both with life membership certificates.

There being no further business the Chairman closed 
the meeting

A
bbreviated M

inutes
Abbreviated Draft Minutes of the 52nd AGM of The Knowle Society 
held on Saturday 7th February 2015 (Full copy available on our Website & at AGM) 
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AIRPORT 
The Airport Consultative Committee is now up and 
running with its new structure. There is no news as 
yet regarding a CAA decision on flight paths, but 
please keep an eye on the Society website for this. It 
will appear when any announcement is made.

COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD
Lynne Steyn reports that the Notice Board is well 
used. She does her best to publicise all community 
and charity events and activities. A gentle reminder, 
though, that it is not for advertising businesses.

GENERAL
The new street light bulbs (being introduced all over 
the borough) have received a mixed reception. I 
think, though, that most people appreciate the energy 
saving aspect. However, suggestions that the Council  
turn lights off to further save energy again produces 
mixed reactions not least amongst the Trustees!! 

It is difficult to present a consensus of opinion. 
Also, I understand that this would not be as simple 
as it sounds.

There have also been a few comments that some 
garden hedges and trees are obstructing some street 
lamps, pavements and visibility at road junctions 
when pulling out. Such matters should be directed 
to our councillors or to the Council (www.solihull.
gov.uk/Resident/Parking-travel-roads/road-issues). 

Looking further to the future I have attended 
meetings regarding both the proposed West Midlands 
Combined Authority and the mooted UK Central 
development. Details of both may be found on their 
websites (westmidlandscombinedauthority.org.uk 
and centreofenterprise.com).

communityservices@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 739073

Plans for 2016 and Police on the Move Once More
With other Community Services News

Let us continue with the good work that has been 
achieved in 2015 through our work with our 

councillors and Solihull Council.  Everyone deserves 
a big thank you, particularly my Committee and 
others who have volunteered their time. 

We are developing our plans for 2016, particularly 
for the Village Centre.  I walked around with Kerry 
Mountjoy, our Council Neighbourhood Officer. 
Kerry is working with those who are interested, 
including the councillors, traders and the Society, in 
smartening and tidying up around the High Street and 
Precinct. These are presently looking rather tired. 

The Society has contributed to the flower tubs 
for many years. It is hoped to refurbish them along 
with painting the lamp posts, not to mention the 
possibility of installing hanging baskets. 

Watering, though, does present a problem.
It requires funding and manpower, as there is no 
separate water supply or accessible tap in the High 
Street or precinct. 

We should also like to investigate the possibility 
of a Tidy Up Day to clear up litter, which gathers in 
too many corners, along with rather well established 
weeds along walls and walkways (as pictured below)
and in the park. 

More adequate bins would also help, again 
particularly in the park. It would be good to involve 
all ages, young and old, to help and have some fun. 
Hopefully, also, generating a feel good factor in having 
pride in the village all together on a nice sunny day!  

POLICE
It appears our neighbourhood police team will 
be moving from Balsall Common under the new 
restructuring and we may lose our Police Community 
Support Officers. 

The next surgery dates are not available at the 
time of going to press, but check the Police website, 
www.west-midlands.police.uk/your-local-police for 
details.  

TRANSPORT
Bridget Sproston continues to attend meetings about 
local transport services on our behalf and a Bus 
Alliance Board may be in the making. 

We have received no comments about the buses 
lately, although a local member has apparently 
succeeded in lobbying for a bus stop near the canal 
on Kenilworth Road. Previously, there were no stops 
between Balsall Common and the High Street!! Li
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Blacking the Drapes, Thatching the Straw and Plucking the Strings 
News of successful Speaker Meetings and a much enjoyed Social Night

 C
harles R

obinson, M
eetings and Social

David Wood with thatching samples, Gabriella entertains and Andrew Lound sports air raid warden regalia

We have had some really good talks and events 
since the last newsletter with increasing 

numbers attending, and I do hope you will support 
the programme of events in the new year.

In September, we were treated to a talk entitled 
“When the lights went out in Birmingham” from 
Andrew Lound, who certainly dressed for the 
occasion as you can see from the picture. In full 
regalia for an air raid warden in WW2,  he shouted 
out typical commands for a warden, just like William 
Hodges did in Dad’s Army when he was trying to 
enforce blackout regulations.  It was a good mixture 
of what was almost pantomime and an informative 
talk on conditions endured by the residents of the 
Midlands during the conflict.      

Our annual social event was in October when 
the entertainment was provided by Gabriella, The 
Ukulele Lady.  In fact, she had several ukuleles and 
used them to great effect serving up many well 
known tunes, including several from George Formby, 

of course. Everyone joined in with the singing and 
enjoyed a fish and chip supper at half time. A good 
evening of entertainment was enjoyed by all.

The art of thatching may not sound the most 
riveting of subjects for a talk but it attracted the 
largest audience of the year and David Wood, 
Master Thatcher, did not disappoint with tales of 
his apprenticeship and subsequent career.   He 
was a really good speaker and raconteur, who held 
everyone’s attention for an hour and a half.  David 
brought samples of his trade to show the audience 
as well as tools of his trade.  It was good to hear that 
the art of the thatcher is still thriving and master 
thatchers are not an endangered species.

The new season kicks off in January with a talk on 
The Dogs Trust by Helen Barlow, so if you have an 
interest in our four legged friends do join us at the 
Village Hall at 8.00pm on the 18th.

meetings@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 775770

Preparations began on Saturday 21st November, 
when the village Christmas tree, provided by the 

Society, was set in place in front of the Guild House 
and decorated with festive lights. 

Christmas Arrives in Knowle
Thank you to all the volunteers who braved the cold 
and wind to raise the tree.

On Monday 23rd November children and parents 
gathered by the tree to welcome Father Christmas on 
his sleigh, to enjoy carols played by the ‘Ardenaires’ 
from Knowle Academy and to join in the traditional 
countdown to the ‘grand switch on’. Thank you to all 
those who ignored the cold weather and came along.

Our thanks also go to Knowle Traders, Knowle 
Parish Church, Arden Academy, Knowle and 
Dorridge Lions, Knowle and Dorridge Round Table, 
Parade Civil Engineering Ltd and Solihull Council 
for supporting the Society make this annual event 
possible.

Bill Bohanna
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In Conversation with ... Jonathan Randell, Running Club
In this series, Cheryl Steventon talks with some prominent local people

Today we will be talking to Jonathan Randell, the 
Chairperson of the Knowle and Dorridge Running 
Club.

Jonathan, I didn’t realise we had a Knowle 
and Dorridge Running Club. Could you tell 
me a bit more about it?
The club was formed in March 2010 and was the idea 
of Sarah Connors, a local athletics physiotherapist, 
who moved here with her family from London. She 
and a small group of like-minded friends started the 
club and many are still members. An arrangement 
was reached with K&D Cricket Club who still kindly 
allow us to use their clubhouse as a base. 

Membership has grown from a handful to over 200 
and we have just been rewarded by England Athletics, 
for being the West Midlands Region Club of the Year.  

The award recognises the work that we have done 
in attracting first time runners, helping members 
progress in their abilities and also having quality 
runners capable of competing at regional level.

Do members have to be super fit or already 
committed runners to join?
Not at all, we are a friendly club and cater for a wide 
range of adult abilities. Annually, we organise training 
courses, which last four weeks, for those completely 
new to running. You do not have to join the club to 
participate, but many do and several have entered 
their first half marathon in 2016.  

Our next course starts on January 6th, perfect if 
you want to get in shape for the Knowle and Dorridge 
fun runs later in the summer!

Our main club night is Wednesday. We ensure that 
everyone runs with others of a similar standard, from 
a ten minutes per mile group to faster levels. 

There are other runs which take place during 
the week and can be found on our website, www.
knowleanddorridgerunningclub.org.uk. We have 
qualified for the national road relay finals for the last 
two years.  Our age range is from 18s to over 70s.  
We also encourage juniors to join Solihull Athletics 
Club.  There is an active social side to the club as well!

How can our readers get involved?
New members are always welcome; just come along 
any Wednesday at 7.30pm, at Knowle and Dorridge 
Cricket Club or email the club at kdrunningclub@
gmail.com. Our website also has more information.

What is your favourite thing about running 
in general and the Knowle and Dorridge 
club in particular?
We are very lucky here that we have plenty of 
quieter lanes, canals and footpaths, where we can run 
through attractive countryside at weekends and in 
the summer.  I often run on my own but really enjoy 
the social side of running with others. 

Joining the club helped me to improve my personal 
best times. For many others it gives them confidence 
to enter organised running events for the first time, 
make new friends and improve their general fitness.  

What do you like most about Knowle?
I moved to Bentley Heath, then Knowle, with my 
family 12 years ago. We really enjoy the sense of 
community and the High Street village feel. That 
the area is so much flatter than Stroud also has some 
advantages when running!

Many thanks for talking to us Jonathan, I’m 
feeling inspired to try and dig out my dusty 
trainers from the back of the wardrobe!!
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On a sunny day in early Spring, before the rural 
footpaths dry out, the centre of Tamworth 

offers a pleasant and varied day out. It provides a 
delightful waterside and sculpture park stroll, along 
with options for a castle visit, food and shops, on 
paved surfaces.

Tamworth Castle stands in a strategic location, 
high above the confluence of the Rivers Tame and 
Anker. It is open weekends only until April, then 
daily except Monday through the summer. Its 15 
historically furnished rooms are set out to reflect, in 
turn, Saxon, Norman, Tudor and Victorian life in the 
castle.

Artefacts include a permanent display of 18 pieces 
from the Staffordshire Hoard and the castle tower 
provides panoramic views over the heart of the town.

The Planet Walk is a sculpture trail set within the 
castle gardens, with ten representations of the solar 
system, from the Sun through to Pluto. It is possible 
to walk it so that each distance between them is to 
scale, but this route takes an alternative course. 

It begins at the Car Park on Fazeley Road. To 
access this, leave the A5 at the Tamworth junction. 
At the second roundabout, after passing John Lewis 
at home and Sainsburys, take the third exit. A brown 
signpost here points to the Castle.

This is Bonehill Road and to the left here is the River 
Tame. The car park can be found at its end and around 
to the right.

Leaving the car and crossing the river bridge, then 
following the path to the right, under the Riverdrive 
dual carriageway, takes you to the edge of the Lake 
and then on to the Holiday Inn Express. 

From the hotel car park an overbridge crosses 
Riverdrive again into the castle gardens. Here a right 
turn along the Planet Walk leads to the Neptune and 
Pluto sculptures and to the banks of the Anker.

A short distance ahead is a tight group of five 
exhibits from the Sun through to Mars and beyond 
that the bridge over the Anker which leads to the 
formal raised beds of the floral terrace with the 
classic bandstand at its heart. Up a surprisingly steep 
slope from here is the castle entrance.

Returning across the bridge from these, an 
immediate right turn leads to the remaining planets 
and the bridge back over the Tame to the Car Park.

For those who fancy a bite en route, Roasters on 
George Street, beyond the castle, is very popular 
for its all day breakfasts, salads and roast meat 
sandwiches. As is Druckers, found amongst the 
retail therapy of the Ankerside Shopping Centre, the 
entrance of which is almost opposite Roasters.

A Waterside Day Out, and a Sculpture Trail Stroll
We venture to Tamworth for some history combined with seasonal fresh air
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A Warm Welcome to our New Members
who have joined the Society since our last Newsletter
Mrs J M Andrews
Mr & Mrs P Booth
Mr R Burns & Miss R Arif
Mrs R J Cole
Mr & Mrs D Dickson

Ms D Gold
Mr & Mrs D J Harkin
Mrs A L O’Donovan
Mrs C L Price & Mr W Price

Mr & Mrs D T Rogers
Mrs R E Taylor
Mr & Mrs R A Willis
Mr & Mrs C R Wilson

      

The Knowle Society 

We have over 3300 members; 
can you encourage your friends 
and neighbours to join too? 
This may be done either by 
contacting the Membership 
Secretary or through an 
application form on our 
website (address below).

Established to maintain the 
character of the Village.

Website and Social 
Media: 

www.knowlesociety.org.uk

www.facebook.com/ 
           KnowleSociety

www.twitter.com/  
           KnowleSociety

Membership:
Peter Johnson
1 Barnbrook Road
Knowle, SOLIHULL
B93 9PW
01564 770268
membership@
knowlesociety.org.uk
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The Knowle Society Newsletter

Knowle’s Millennium Sign was unveiled 
again, following a period of absence 

whilst it was being refurbished. 
The Society had noted that it was looking 

rather ‘weathered’ and arranged for our 
own Phil Vince to set about the painstaking 
task of restoring it to its former glory.

An eager crowd gathered before the 
‘Thank You’ tea party on 21 November 
as Chairman, Bill Bohanna, invited our 
President, Peter Ellis to reveal the freshly 
painted sign. 

Peter was ably assisted by local birthday 
boy, Zac Borland, who had been a 
Millennium baby.

Millennium Sign Unveiled Once More

I  am pleased to report that the subscriptions 
for the current year are coming in 

steadily and we have now received over 
three quarters of those due. Inevitably we 
do lose some members at this time of the 
year for various reasons, including those 
who have moved away. 

We need to maintain our strength 
in numbers so if you have a friend or 
neighbour who is not yet a member do 
let me have their contact details and I will 
gladly get in touch with them. My address 
is in the column to the right. Above are 
the names of the 21 members who have 
joined during the last three months and we 
welcome them to the Society.

This will be my last article as Membership 
Secretary for I advised my colleagues some 

Membership and Subscriptions
months ago that I would be resigning from 
that position and as a Trustee Director with 
effect from the 2016 AGM. I have been a 
trustee for over 12 years and it is time for 
a change. 

I have enjoyed the various roles I have 
had and am grateful to my colleagues for 
their help and support especially to the 
almost 100 Newsletter Distributors, many 
of whom I have got to know personally 
in recent months. I would also thank my 
wife Susan for her support over the years 
especially in chauffeuring me around whilst 
doing various deliveries!

Peter Johnson
membership@knowlesociety.org.uk

Knowle 770268 


