
The Society took over the Village 
Hall for three days from August 

2nd to 4th to stage our Exhibition 
commemorating The Great War, 
‘They Were All Heroes’. 

It was a substantial undertaking 
and much hard work and help went 
into the venture, both in preparation 
and whilst the doors were open. 

There were pictures and stories 
of many brave men from the village, 
both those who came home and 
those who paid the ultimate price 
for their bravery. There were letters 
and telegrams, and other artefacts 
that told their own stories.

On the first day, the Exhibition 
was officially opened by the Mayor 
of Solihull, Councillor Kate Wild.
She and her Consort, her husband, 
Jim, were pleased to look around the 
Hall and to take refreshments with 
Leighton Jones and Janet Eržen. 

About 500 people visited the 
Exhibition in total and it was 
much appreciated, as the visitors 
assimilated some of the contributions  
the people of Knowle, at the front, 
and at home, made to the war.

There is still an opportunity to see 
a smaller version of the Exhibition. 
See inside for details. 

(more on Page 6)

Volume 52 Issue 4 OCTOBER 2014

NEWSLETTER

Thanks All Around for a Successful Exhibition
Quiz Evening
Members and guests only, including fish and chip supper
Your Local Cheese and its History 
Talk by David Fowler, with samples from Fowlers of Earlswood
Grand Switch on of the Village Christmas Lights 
with Father Christmas
Traditional Boxing Day Walk 
Mince pies & mulled wine served on the route
Fire and Safety in the Home
Talk by Peter Allington, Solihull Fire Service Trust

Monday October 20th
8.00pm in the Village Hall
Monday November 17th
8.00pm in the Village Hall
Monday November 24th
4.15pm ouside the Guild House
Friday December 26th
11.00am, meet at the Guild House
Monday January 19th 2015 
8.00pm in the Village HallEv
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The Living Tommy, David Allton, on parade at the exhibition with a new recruit, Charley Eržen 
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Vanessa Thorne Wins Afternoon Tea in our Prize Draw

Village Greens Project Update - Action Needed NOW

We understand that the Council’s Planning 
Committee will be recommended to 

commission an independent Inspector to hold a 
public hearing to examine our applications. We do 
not yet know when this will take place, but we need 
to be ready.  It could come up quickly and we do not 
want to fall at the last hurdle.

Many people have already done a great amount of 
work on this project and now we need to make a last 
push to preserve the three pieces of land as Village 
Greens so that they can be retained as open spaces 
for everyone.  

This is an appeal to those who submitted forms 
recording their use of one or more of the pieces of 
land to do just a little more.  A very few have already 
done so, but we need many more.  To be blunt, 
IT IS CRITICAL THAT MANY MORE PEOPLE 
WHO HAVE SUPPORTED THE PROJECT SO 
FAR AGREE TO FINISH IT OFF, OTHERWISE WE 
WILL HAVE TO ABANDON IT, AND THE LAND, 
TO POTENTIAL DEVELOPMENT.

What we need people to do is to write a short 
statement that can be submitted to the hearing, just 
repeating what they said in their form.  I will be able 
to get you a copy of your form and provide an outline 
for your statement.  

Some of you will be needed to appear at the hearing 
and actually say what use you made of the land.  
Doing a statement does not mean that you will have 
to appear, you will still have the choice.  Only doing 
a statement will be a vital help.  The hearing will be 
held locally and will be fairly informal.

You will remember that in the last Newsletter 
we appealed for donations towards the costs of the 
hearing.  We are very grateful for the almost £3000 
that has been donated so far, but we need more if we 
are going to be able to afford to retain a top barrister.  
Donations can be made through the Society’s website 
(knowlesociety.org.uk) or direct to the Treasurer.

Please help to complete the project so that we do 
not let the village down at this late stage and spoil the 
reputation of the Society.  

LET ME KNOW AS SOON AS POSSIBLE THAT 
YOU WILL DO THIS and I will help.  Contact me 
on villagegreens@knowlesociety.org.uk or 01564 
773894.

Thanks to those who have already agreed to do 
their bit, I will be in touch with you soon, if I have 
not done so already.

Leighton Jones
chairman@knowlesociety.org.uk

Knowle 773894Le
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“What a lovely surprise. I have never won anything 
before!!” That was the reaction of Vanessa Thorne of 
Barnbrook Road when she heard that her name had 
come out of the hat in our Prize Draw. 

Vanessa was one of the members who supplied her 
email address at our invitation in the last Newsletter. 
As a result she joined the circulation list we have 
established for member communications that will 
not wait for the next Newsletter. 

She was delighted to know that she had been 
selected as the winner of a “Traditional Afternoon Tea 
for Two” at Gillian Wesley’s luxurious Catwalk Café 
on Kenilworth Road, a prize which had been kindly 
donated by Gillian herself. 

Meanwhile, as Lilla Baker reports on Page 5, we 
had a very positive response when we used your 
email addresses to tip you off in advance about the 
car park closure in August. That is exactly the sort 
of news which, when it arrives with short notice, is 
helpful to circulate by email.

If you are not already on the email list and would 
like to make sure you receive the latest, timely 
information regarding significant developments and 

issues in our area please send your email address to 
us at the address below and we will add you to the 
mailing list.

Peter Johnson
membership@knowlesociety.org.uk

Knowle 770268

Vanessa (left) receives her prize from 
Catwalk Cafe’s Patrycja Sapieha and Peter Johnson
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the need for us to re-visit part of our work which was 
being undertaken in preparation for the necessary Public 
Meeting. 

Consequently, we now expect that by the time this 
Newsletter is published we will have issued a leaflet 
to every household within the two Council Wards of 
Knowle and Dorridge informing all residents of our 
work to date together with the dates during October of 
‘drop-in’ meetings in both villages to allow anyone who 
is interested to come and ask their questions.

With this detail known we can then complete the 
Agenda for a Public Meeting to be held shortly thereafter, 
most likely in the Hall of Arden Academy.  This meeting, 
we hope, will enable us to find at least enough residents 
who are sufficiently interested in what should happen 
where they live to become members of the, minimum 21 
person strong, Neighbourhood Forum.  

Through this body the preparation of the Plan itself 
will move forward over the following three years until it 
is finally adopted by a Public Referendum.

Andrew Marston
planning@knowlesociety.org.uk

Knowle 774082

Neighbourhood Plan Update and Other Planning News
A

ndrew
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You will all be interested to learn that the legal 
agreement between the Council and Kimberley 

Developments has been signed. This paves the way for 
work to start on site, which is still expected to be this 
Autumn. 

As reported in the last Newsletter, the planning 
application for a change of use to the first floor of Blythe 
Surgery, together with additional parking, for use as a 
Community Paramedics base, has been approved by the 
Council.  Whether the possible new base for ambulances 
at Solihull Hospital will have any effect on this conversion 
going ahead, we have yet to see.

Once again there have not been many planning 
applications of note received by the Council but the 
Committee has been busy looking at various matters 
that have necessitated our contacting the Enforcement 
Officers of the Council’s Planning Department.

Turning now to the Neighbourhood Plan, at a meeting 
with officers of Solihull Council they suggested that we 
consult with Dorridge and District Residents Association 
(DDRA) to see if they wished to be part of a combined 
Plan for Knowle and Dorridge (see map below). Recent 
affirmation from DDRA that they would do so has created 
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A Fond Goodbye and Help Needed to Protect Security 
With other Community Services News

Our Committee has said goodbye to John 
Rowley who, after many years as a Committee 

Member, Trustee Director and my predecessor as 
Chairman, has formally resigned.  I am pleased that 
he will still be around and has agreed to be available 
for me to pick his brains, particularly with regard to 
the Airport. 

I took over on the ACC with John continuing as 
our representative on The Airport Environmental 
Working Group, now to be subsumed into an 
enlarged Community Consultative Group.  John felt 
he could now reasonably retire. We all thank him for 
his commitment and as a wise owl. I know he will 
enjoy time with his family and be in receipt of the 
newsletter without having to contribute!

AIRPORT
Cllr Diana Holl-Allen is now our representative on 
the new Airport Consultative Committee which is 
due to have its first meeting in late September and we 
are in touch.  I have been having discussions with Andy 
Holding, the Airport Community Affairs Manager, 
who has been very helpful in providing information 
on criteria for representation on a new Community 
Consultative Group  (which currently excludes 
Knowle) and the flight paths trials of  ‘Options 5 and 
6’, which only cover take offs. 

I have also attended a public meeting arranged by 
the Balsall Common Action Group (BACG) which 
was informative and well attended. A petition had 
also been organised by BACG and then presented 
to Transport Secretary, Patrick McLoughlin, in 
Parliament on July 16th by Caroline Spelman MP.  

As I write I have just heard that the exiting ACC 
members are being invited back temporarily as new 
trials are commencing in November for a further 
three months.  Please report any intrusive aircraft 
noise or unusual flight paths to the Airport (0121 767 
7433) and thanks to those who are already doing so.  

POLICE - FLIGHT PATH PROTECTION
The Flight Path Protection team at Birmingham 
Airport is seeking your help.

Especially at this time of heightened alert, the team 
is eager for local residents to protect the security of 
the flights paths to and from the Airport.

PC Powell, on behalf of the team, tells us: “People 
who live and work beneath the busy flight paths can 
be the extra eyes and ears to assist us in keeping 
flights in and out of the airport safe.

“By being vigilant and reporting anything suspicious 
they will be helping to minimize the opportunity 
for terrorist-related incidents.  Whilst there is no 
information to suggest that flights from Birmingham 
Airport are particularly vulnerable, the national 
aviation threat assessment is categorized as ‘severe’ 
so we must remain alert to potential dangers.”

The team is keen to enlist to the Community 
Engagement Register anyone who is regularly out and 
about in their patrol area. They can email personal 
details to:  fppt@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk or 
telephone 0121 712 6172.

PC Powell explained: “We can keep you up-to-date 
with any developments affecting flight path security 
and information about how you can support us. All 
major British airports have a community register and 
members’ details are held on a secure system and not 
passed to anyone else.”

If you can help, please get in touch on the number 
above. 
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John Rowley
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PARKING
The resurfacing of the SMBC 
Greswolde car park, by the Church, 
has been a step in the right 
direction. It now looks much  better 
and spaces used by recycling bins 
are now retrieved, see  photo. A few 
people said how pleased they were 
to receive our email advising of the 
closure in advance.

Below are some figures about the 
use of the car parks. Still ongoing 
and not forgotten are the hot spots 
on residential roads including, 
particularly, St Johns Close, Kixley 
Lane, Crabmill Close, Lodge Road 
(by park entrance) and the top 
of Longdon Road (between Lodge Road and the park 
entrance). I shall be walking round these with SMBC in 
September. 

With the probable commencement of the Waitrose 
development, I am told there is likely to be some 
provision for possible parking improvements around St 
Johns Close, so watch this space. 

ENVIRONMENT GROUP
The Group continues to work enthusiastically on the 
longer term and has now sent a draft plan to SMBC 
for consideration. We await a response. Following on 
from litter picking, we are wondering whether local 
shops and businesses could contribute to a more 
proactive approach in improving the upkeep of their 
backyards and do a little more to tidy up around 

their premises. Equally, perhaps the public could stop 
dropping litter and try using the bins or take their 
rubbish home.

The Open Spaces Society whose aims 
are defending open space against development,  
campaigning for protection of commons and footpaths 
and assisting local communities in safeguarding green 
spaces (and which gave us advice regarding our 
Village Greens and is supportive of the environment 
group) is looking for new members. For details 
please contact Mike Fisher at mikefisher@hotmail.
com or 07973 538632.

Lilla Baker
communityservices@knowlesociety.org.uk

Knowle 739073

Progress with Parking and Plan for Environment
More Community Services and Environment Group News
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Greswolde car park after resurfacing
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Exhibition Visitor Fills the Gaps in a Heartwarming Story
Janet Eržen Reflects on Three Days of ‘They Were All Heroes’

Approximately 500 people visited the exhibition 
over the three days in the Village Hall and 

our thanks go to everyone for attending and for 
the many, many complimentary remarks and the 
written comments in the visitors’ book. To know 
that our efforts are appreciated to this extent makes 
it all worthwhile, so thank you from all on the Local 
History team and from all the other volunteers who 
helped in whatever way. 

Several people brought in additional photographs 
and information which will all be added to the 
archives. There was, however, one person in particular 
that I was really pleased to meet because he finished 
off the story of Harvey Watts and his friend Bernard 
Vivian. For those who are not familiar with the story 
of Harvey Watts I will give a brief outline:

Harvey was born in Wales, was orphaned at a very young 
age and became a ward of Revd Downing, living with Mrs 
Adkins in Station Road together with another younger boy 
(by 7 years) Bernard Vivian. The two boys became very close 
with Bernard being more like a younger brother to Harvey. 
When Bernard contracted polio, Harvey used to push him 
round the village in a special spinal carriage. In 1915, 
when he was 17, Harvey enlisted in the RFA. He was killed 
in action by a shell splinter in April 1918. Harvey carried 
a photo of Rev. Downing in his wallet a copy of which is on 
display showing where the shell splinter went through.

When Bernard heard the news of Harvey’s death 
he was devastated and said if ever he got married and 
had a son his dearest wish was to name him Harvey. 

The person I was so pleased to meet was Harvey 
Vivian, Bernard’s son! 

He told me that his father recovered from polio 
and joined the TA in 1937. Whilst on his first TA 
camp in August 1939 war was declared and Bernard 
landed at Arromanches and was in command of a 
mobile radar tracking unit tracking German artillery 
and aircraft. 

 He was demobbed in August 1945. I like to think 
Harvey Watts was still watching over his young 
friend/brother, Bernard, and I am sure would have 
been very proud of him. Harvey Vivian has been to 
France to see the grave of his father’s friend.

The raffle which we held at the exhibition raised 
the sum of £260, a cheque for which has been sent to 
RCDM (Royal Centre for Defence Medicine) Patient 
Welfare Fund for Injured service personnel at the 
Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Birmingham.

If you could not make it to the Village Hall, there 
is now a smaller version of “They were all Heroes” 
in the Local History Centre, upstairs in Knowle 
Library. If anyone requires access to individual 
soldier’s details, their files will be available to view 
on Saturday mornings from 10am - 12.30pm. 

A big thank you is due to the ladies who made all 
the delicious cakes. I think they must have cheated a 
little because I am sure they were not that nice during 
the war years.

Finally, I would like to say a special thank you to all 
our volunteers but especially those who manned the 
kitchen. They were on their feet for hours on end and 
always had a smile on their faces. Troopers All!
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It received Royal Assent in May. It heralds the 
biggest reform of social care for six decades.  The 
Government says it will put people and their carers 
in control. Its critics claim it will bankrupt Local 
Authorities if it does not bankrupt us.  

We all probably need to know more about it, 
because it will affect us at some point in our lives, if 
not today. What is it? It is The Care Act 2014.

So, what does this legislation do? Amongst its 
provisions, it brings an end to a postcode lottery 
on eligibility for social care by setting a national 
threshold to replace those which are set by differing 
local authorities. There are concerns, however, that 
this new bar may be set too high when introduced 
next year.

Local H
istory

This is a picture of ‘Old Bob’. He lived on the right 
hand side of Warwick Road going out of Knowle, 

up the hill towards Solihull, opposite 1320 Warwick 
Road. 

The house in question adjoins the right of way that 
led to the garages etc. It may help with identification 
of the property if people remember the house as 
that which it was once proposed to convert into a 
children’s hospice. 

Bob lived with (not in the modern sense) a lady 
always referred to as ‘the nurse’, we presume Nurse 
Morgan.  He was a former miner from the Forest 
of Dean and his war service found him in the Army 
mostly serving in Salonica.  The photo in question was 
taken on July 1st 1976; 60 years to the day from the 
commencement of the Battle of the Somme. 

We would like to include Bob in our WW1 
exhibition presently showing in the Local History 
Centre but cannot put a name to him.

Please telephone me if you think you can help.
Janet Eržen

history@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 779040

A Mystery Veteran of the Great War Living in Knowle
Known as ‘Old Bob’ , who was he?

The Most Sweeping Change in 60 Years - What is it?
Furthermore, it gives local authorities a duty 
to consider the “physical, mental and emotional 
wellbeing of the individual needing care” and a 
duty to provide “preventative services to maintain 
people’s health”.

In other words, Councils are given additional 
responsibilities to ensure that people receive the 
care they need at the right time, get the information 
and advice they need about care services to make 
good decisions and have a range of high-quality care 
providers to choose from.

It gives greater freedom for people to plan their 
own social care through personal budgets, aiming to 
“give people the power to spend money on tailored 
care that suits their individual needs as part of their 
support plan”. 

However, the transfer of financial control to the 
users of services is also expected to necessitate 
many people contributing more themselves to their 
own care.

This new approach to managing and delivering 
care begins in less than six months. As always, the 
devil will be in the detail and much of that is yet to 
emerge. To find out more, type ‘Care Act 2014’ into 
Google.
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In June we had a talk 
from Angela Cloke on 

behalf of the Meningitis 
Trust.

It aims to reduce the 
impact of the disease 
by raising awareness, 
empowering people 
with the knowledge and 
information they need 
to get urgent medical 
attention if they suspect a case of meningitis. 

Angela got involved in the Trust when her son 
contracted meningitis. Luckily, he survived, but 
Angela says that if she had been more aware of the 
disease and symptoms and the need to act quickly 
things would have been resolved much faster and 
with less trauma and stress.

Angela now devotes much of her time to 
fundraising for the Trust and giving talks to spread 
the message about the disease, how to recognise it 
and what to do.

The talk gave a vivid description of a family’s 
journey through the trauma of a child being struck 
down ill, his treatment and the positive outcome of 
Angela becoming involved with the Trust.

There was a lot of human interest in the talk as 
well as vital information everyone should be aware 
of.

Information can be found on the Trust’s website 
at www.meningitisnow.org. A copy of the main 
symptoms to watch out for (from the Trust’s reminder 
card) in both adults and children is reproduced here:

July’s talk was from John 
Hale on behalf of the 
War Memorials Trust. 
This talk in many ways 
supported and was a 
pre-cursor to  the 
Society’s History 
section’s exhibition on 
the Great War.

War Memorials Trust 
works for the protection 

and conservation of war memorials in the UK and 
provides advice and information as well as running 
grant schemes for their repair and conservation.

The talk centred on memorials in the Midlands 
area. There are a surprising number of these 
including, of course, the Soldiers’ Chapel in Knowle 
Parish Church, which commemorates soldiers who 
died in the two world wars.

The Trust is always looking for volunteers to help 
with their work in maintaining our heritage, so if you 
have an interest full information is on their web site  
at www.warmemorials.org. 

This talk was a fascinating insight into the heritage 
all around us which so often goes unnoticed. 

Our next talk will be on Monday 17th November, 
in the Village Hall at the usual time of 8pm, when 
our guest speaker, David Fowler, will tell us about 
the making of Solihull’s local cheese at Fowlers of 
Earlswood.

Charles Robinson
meetings@knowlesociety.org.uk

Knowle 775770
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Informative Talks from Two Charitable Trusts

Angela Cloke John Hale
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A Day Out from Knowle - Walking in Wolverhampton

A tour of a city’s highlights and hidden gems works 
well after the nights have drawn in and the days 

are shorter. There is generally plenty of choice for 
coffee breaks and lunches to warm up with between 
bursts in the bracing air of a fine late autumn day.

Wolverhampton is probably not the first city that 
comes to mind for a day on foot, but it has more than 
a little interest to offer and recent developments to 
regenerate the centre, epitomised by the £300,000 
Queen Square fountain, opened in 2009, have added to 
the interest. Its arcs, plumes, jets and atmospheric mist 
can fascinate for all too long if you are tight for time.

The City Council has helped by publishing a route 
map to cover the highlights. To find this pdf document, 
just key ‘Wolverhampton walking tour’ into Google.

The tour takes in buildings from a full spectrum of 
generations. These range from the 17th century timber 
framed building that was formerly the Hand Inn to 
the award winning, 21st century Harrison Learning 
Centre.

Temptations to linger longer are presented by several 
of the route’s 36 stops. Perhaps to relax on the seats 
in front of St Peter’s Church and enjoy the tranquility 
of the surrounding, Green Flag status, Gardens. 

Then again, maybe enjoy a study of the splendid 
relief sculptures built into the Julius Chatwin 
designed Lloyds Bank. These depict the diverse mix 
of workmen from the time in three scenes, coal 
mining, farming and metal working.

That might inspire you to see another Chatwin 
building, the Art Gallery, its collection inside and 
carved panels outside. Then ponder the history of one 
of the metalworking centres that inspired the scenes 
at the Bank, the former, internationally renowned, 
Lock and Safe Works of Charles Chubb and Son.

You might choose to lunch here, in the highly rated 
Lock Works Cafe Bar, or maybe at Queen Square’s 
Top Nosh Cafe. The more adventurous may prefer 
the Cafe Maxsim Tapas Restaurant and Coffee Bar in 
Darlington Street. You could be spoilt for choice!

A
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Above Left - Queen Square Fountains, Below Left - Detail, Lloyds TSB Bank Building, Right - St Peter’s Church and Gardens

The Society’s May walk had to be cancelled due to 
deluges and severe local flooding. Rescheduled to 
June, it finally took place on a warm, dry evening.  

A large group, led by Mike Fisher, crossed fields 
from Knowle Park towards Grove Road and past the 
‘Kings Arms’.  Well, to be accurate, some didn’t pass 
it, but decided that refreshments were required!  

Returning via the canal and Kenilworth Road, it 
was an excellent way to spending a summer evening.

May Walk Takes Over A Month to Complete!

W
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Time to cross a country stile near Heronfield



THE KNOWLE SOCIETY

10

In Conversation ... David Lyons, of Eric Lyons, Butchers
In this series, Cheryl Steventon talks with some prominent local people

David is a fourth generation butcher at Eric Lyons 
Ltd on Knowle High Street. His family have been 
butchers in Knowle since 1903. David now runs 
this independent, family owned business with his 
brothers Peter and John.

So David, what is your favourite thing about 
Knowle?

I’d have to say the main thing is that it has a friendly 
village atmosphere and great high street with the 
best of both worlds. Everything you might need is 
available locally but it is still surrounded by fantastic 
countryside. It also has a strong sense of community 
and we’ve made some great friends here.

What does a typical day entail?

My main job is overseeing the whole business but 
most days I start by preparing the meat for our pies 
and ready meals. After that I usually work in the shop 
serving customers. 

I really enjoy meeting and talking to our customers 
and see this as a service led industry. I also like seeing 

our regular customers, just this morning I was talking 
to a customer who has been coming to us for the last 
70 years.

How do you source your meat?
I like getting out and seeing our suppliers. For our 
beef I travel to Scotland once or twice a year to visit 
the farms and check we are getting the very best 
produce for our customers which is all fully traceable.

How do you spend your time outside of 
work?
I enjoy playing tennis and walking around Knowle 
but also in Wales when we can get away. I can also 
be found in the Red Lion now and again catching up 
with friends or listening to music, Black Sabbath and 
Pink Floyd are favourites.

Thank you for talking to us David, finally 
what is one of your favourite items in the 
shop?
I’d have to recommend our Turkey Balti sausages, 
perfect for the BBQ and just a little bit different.

David Lyons (left) with brother Peter, outside the Knowle High Street shop
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Did you know that Solihull has its own stepping 
stones? They provide a crossing of the River 

Cole in the heart of Cole Bank Park, one of a string 
of three parks which follow the Cole on its journey 
through the borough.

Cole Bank Park is a Local Nature Reserve and is 
a haven for wildlife, including herons, kingfishers, 
water voles and mink.

The walk starts, though, in the car park of the 
new Asda on Bosworth Drive, not far from the A452, 
where there is a three hour free parking limit.

Here, by the roundabout in the car park, you can 
join the footpath alongside Kingshurst Brook. This 
carries the waters from Hatchford Brook through to 
join the Cole in the heart of Meriden Park. 

On joining the footpath, immediately cross the 
footbridge that you will see and turn right to follow 

the path alongside the brook. Take this beyond 
Chelmsley Road to the Lake in Meriden Park. Then 
continue along it, past the head of the lake, until it 
crosses the River Cole.

Shortly beyond this bridge, turn right onto another 
path which follows the Cole, passing under both the 
Moorend Avenue and A452 dual carriageways and 
along the bank of the river to cross it at the Stepping 
Stones.

 Now follow the path back along the opposite bank. 
Shortly, it veers away from the river and towards the 
childrens’ playground. Proceed out to a traffic light 
controlled crossing on the A452 and back down to 
the river, under Moorend Avenue and across to the 
head of the lake.

Follow this side of the lake and the path will take 
you back under Chelmsley Road to the car park.

Stepping Stones, Two Rivers, Two Parks and a Lake
Our local walking series takes us to the northern end of Solihull Borough 

Local W
alk



A Warm Welcome to our New Members
who have joined the Society since our last Newsletter
Mr & Mrs D Bateman
Mrs A P Cloke
Mr J D Clulee
Mr & Mrs T J Francome
Mr & Mrs E Frlan

Miss J Griffiths
Mr & Mrs D E Hunter
Mr R L Keenan & 
          Ms K Chadwick
Mrs J Pascall

Mr & Mrs D A Pearson
Mr B J Pulley
Miss M S Robinson
Mr S Thomas
Ms C M Warnock      

The Knowle Society 

We have almost 3600 
members; can you encourage 
your friends and neighbours 
to join too? This may be 
done either by contacting 
the Membership Secretary 
or through an application 
form on our website (address 
below).

Established to maintain the 
character of the Village.

Website and Social 
Media: 

www.knowlesociety.org.uk

www.facebook.com/ 
           KnowleSociety

www.twitter.com/  
           KnowleSociety

Membership:
Peter Johnson
1 Barnbrook Road
Knowle
SOLIHULL
B93 9PW
01564 770268
membership@
knowlesociety.org.uk
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The Knowle Society Newsletter

At the end of  October, in one month’s 
time, we shall have reached the end 

of another Society year. It has been a very 
successful one. 

Membership stands at 3,579 and 98.4% 
of the subscriptions due for the current 
year have now been paid. This is very 
encouraging.

Since the last Newsletter we have 
recruited 20 new members and their 
names are listed above. We welcome them 
to the Society.

Subscriptions are again due and, indeed, 
you may already have been asked for yours. 
I think that most members will know by 

Membership and Subsciptions
now that the subscriptions are to increase 
this year for the first time in ten years. The 
reasons for this modest increase of £2 have 
been set out previously but, in summary, 
they are to enable us to cover our proposed 
expenditure including  major projects 
such as the the Village Greens and the 
Neighbourhood Plan, neither of which will 
be cheap to undertake.

We are very fortunate in the strength 
and support of our membership. Long may 
this continue!.

Peter Johnson
membership@knowlesociety.org.uk

Knowle 770268 

Sadly, Convent Garden Fruit & Veg shop, 
which has been a part of our village life for 
as far back as most people can remember, 
has finally closed its doors.  

This just leaves Tesco for your 
greengrocery or, of course, a very small 
selection at One Stop. I am told, though, 
that the greengrocers on Slater Road at 
Bentley Heath, if you can get there, have 
a very good selection of good quality 
produce.

Hamilton Jones Interiors, a new interior 
design shop  has opened on the High Street 
at the entrance to the precinct, in premises 
formerly occupied by Ladies footwear and 
accessories shop, Le Scarpe.  We welcome 
them and wish them every success.

Around The Shops

Freak le Chic and Zebra Kids are now 
firmly established on the High Street 
and, together with Hamilton Jones, their 
window displays are a credit to them and 
an enhancement to the High Street.  

Good luck to them all.
Janet Eržen


