
August  4th 2014 is the 100 year 
anniversary of the start of what 

came to be known as “The Great 
War”, known to us now as The First 
World War. 

Many people from in and around 
Knowle helped to defend their 
country when they enlisted. Others 
committed themselves to  look after 
those who had returned wounded, 
in convalescent homes such as the 
one at Springfield or the hospital at 
Hampton-in-Arden. 

Some endured horrific conditions 
in the trenches and many paid the 
ultimate price for their bravery.

The Knowle Society Local History 
Committee has been working for 
nearly a year to research as many 
of these individuals as possible and 
unearth their stories, putting photos 
and pictures to the names.

In the days running up to the 
anniversary, all of this hard work 
will be shown in one of the largest 
exhibitions the Society has ever put 
together.

There will also be more details 
of how those who remained in the 
village did their part to support 
the war effort and how it affected 
Knowle. 

(continued on Page 4)
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The Great War Exhibition - They Were All Heroes
Know Your Knowle, Discover the Hidden Ways
Meet outside the Village Hall, four miles
War Memorial Trust
John Hale
Canal, Woods and Fields Walk (rearranged from June 4th)
Meet in the Car Park off Longdon Road, four miles
Exhibition - They Were All Heroes
See above
Birmingham’s Outer Circle Bus Route
Judy Bates
Temple Balsall, Fields and Lanes Walk, with Tea &Cakes
Meet at new Fen End Road car park, 4 miles

Wednesday July 9th
7.00pm at Village Hall
Monday July 21st
8.00pm in the Village Hall
Wednesday July 23rd
7.00pm at Knowle Park
Sat Aug 2nd to Mon Aug 4th
From 10.00am in the Village Hall
Monday September 15th
8.00pm in the Village Hall
Sunday September 21st
2.00pm at Temple BalsallEv
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Private James William Bentley b. 1899. A “Tommy” with links to Knowle
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Extraordinary General Meeting - 16 June 2014

The Village Greens Project - Movement at Last

We have been waiting since the beginning of 
the year for the Council to decide what to do 

next with our application to register the three areas 
of green space freed up by the decision to abandon 
the ‘Knowle Relief Road’ – the by-pass as most 
people knew it.

The Council, as the Registration Authority, must 
decide, in accordance with the law, whether our case 
is good enough, so it is reasonable for this to take 
some time.  It is being done in four stages.  The first, 
to review the evidence we have provided and see if 
we have made a reasonable case, has been completed.  

The second is for the Council’s Planning Committee 
to ratify the Legal Department’s recommendation 
that a public hearing should be held, to allow us to 
present our case and for any objectors to do the same.  

This will be held in front of an Inspector appointed 
by the Council, who will be a barrister experienced 
in this field.  Once the Inspector’s conclusions are 
submitted, the Council will make a formal decision 
on whether or not to register each of the three areas 
of land, almost certainly in line with the Inspector’s 
recommendations.

We expect the Planning Committee to decide on 
proceeding to a public hearing at their July meeting. 
We therefore have to get going again and produce 
actual evidence to present at the hearing.  Our earlier 
submission will be noted by the Inspector, but he/she 
will need formal written evidence from witnesses 
who will appear at the hearing and be questioned by 
the objectors.  Our success will depend on people 
being willing and able to do this, so I have already 
been approaching people who will make a convincing 
case.  Anyone whom I haven’t contacted and who is 
willing to help, please let me know ASAP.

We have retained the services of a solicitor who is 
well versed in these matters, but he cannot appear at 
the hearing on our behalf. We will need a barrister to 
support us, to present the legal arguments in the best 

way and give us the best chance of winning.  There are 
a number around, whose services the solicitor can 
obtain for us.  So far, so good.  

That leads us to the thorny question of funding the 
lawyers which, as you will know, is not cheap.  While 
a decision to increase subscriptions to the Society 
will help in the longer term, we need a significant 
sum of money in the short term to cover the costs 
of the project.  We have been able to pay the modest 
bills so far out of the Society’s reserves, but these are 
by no means limitless. 

Therefore, the Trustees are appealing to all 
members to make donations towards the cost of this 
project, so that we can retain the best barrister and 
have the best chance possible of winning.  This is a 
one-off cost and it is right that it is funded as much as 
possible through one-off donations. 

Donations can be made through the Society’s 
website by clicking on the red/orange button.  If you 
prefer to donate by cheque, please make it payable 
to “The Knowle Society” and send it to: Dr. David 
Watson, The Knowle Society, 49 Wychwood Avenue, 
Knowle, Solihull, B93 9DL, stating that this is for the 
Village Greens appeal.  You can also contact him at: 
treasurer@knowlesociety.org.uk or phone 01564 
732342.  

All donations, small or large, will make a 
difference and if you can ‘Gift Aid’ your donation, we 
can reclaim a valuable extra 25% from HM Revenue 
& Customs.  Without significant donations we will 
struggle to win our case and all three areas will be at 
risk of being lost as green spaces and the developers 
moving in. (Your Trustee Directors have already 
made their donations, so we are off to a good start.)

Please support this project to retain these green 
spaces for community use in perpetuity.  We will keep 
you informed of progress through the Newsletters 
and website, but more quickly through our Facebook 
and Twitter feeds.  See the website for links to these.
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chairman@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 773894

This meeting was called to decide on the level of 
members’ subscriptions for 2014/2015.  

Your Trustee Directors had considered the 
situation of the Society’s finances in the light of the 
increasing activities of the Society and the impact of 
inflation.

They recommended to the meeting that the 
subscriptions should be increased for the first time 
in ten years.  The proposal put to the meeting was 

that the new subscriptions should be £5 for a single 
member and £7 for joint membership at one address, 
i.e. an increase of £2 on each subscription.

Following discussion of the motion and 
amendments, the Meeting approved new levels of 
subscription as £5 and £7, to apply from the new 
membership year beginning in October 2014.
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A fascinating talk in May, from consultant ecologist, Dr 
Penny Angold, told how bats are thriving in our modern 
society. Penny brought three live bats with her, probably 
the first time that there have been any in the Village Hall. 

There are a lot more bats in suburbia than we imagine.  
The best places to look for them are where insects gather 
at night - around woodland, hedgerows, rivers, ponds, 
lakes, gardens, or even white street lights! The peak 
time for insects’ emergence is in the first two hours after 
sunset and just before dawn. The smallest bat in the UK, 
the Pipistrelle, may eat up to 3,000 insects in one night!

The many different bats here differ in their habits but 
all use echo location to find their way around and hunt for 
prey. Find out more at http://www.bats.org.uk. The Bat 
Conservation Trust is always looking for new members to 
get involved in the fascinating world of our bats.....

meetings@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 775770

From Pageant to Pipistrelle with Posers in the Pipeline
 C
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Firstly, I would like to remind you of our Quiz Night 
on October 20th at 8.00pm. If you wish to come for 

an evening of fun for just £5, you will find details and an 
application form below.

We usually work loosely around six members on a 
team, but if you are single or a couple do not be put off 
coming along. We will sort out teams on the night. It will 
not be too serious. The quizmaster will be Steve Worrell 
who has helped us run the quiz over the last few years.

There have been two talks since our last newsletter to 
tell you about if you missed them.

Firstly in March, Clive Henderson, former National 
Chairman of the Inland Waterways Association, talked 
about his part in Her Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee Pageant. 
He took his 59 foot narrow boat from Lapworth to London 
to be part of the 1,000 boat flotilla for the Jubilee Pageant. 

You probably remember that it rained a lot on the day 
of the pageant. His photographs showed the rain to good 
effect but also the spirit and camaraderie of those who 
took their boats, yachts, canoes, and most other boats 
you can think of, to be part of this spectacular event. 

We were also treated to a showing of a DVD created 
especially for participants in the Pageant culled from 
BBC, Sky and other news sources. This has not been 
released generally but is one of the best records of the 
day. We are grateful to Clive for showing it to us.
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“They were all Heroes” will be our main exhibition 
of the year, but as a taster, we are showing once again 
an exhibition which we staged a few years ago, about 
Thomas Dodwell who lived at Grove Farm in Grove 
Road.  

This will be in the Local History Centre, upstairs 
in Knowle Library, from mid June and as usual will be 
open during normal library opening hours.

If you have a couple of hours to spare once a month and 
are interested in local history, would you like to join us in 
the Local History Centre to help out as a steward? 

If you would like to know more or give it a try, come 
and see us in the Centre any Saturday morning between 
10.00am and 12.30pm or ring me on the number below.

Janet Eržen, history@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 779040
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A Living Tommy to Bring the Stories of the War to Life
More on our Landmark Exhibition to Commemorate the Great War
(continued from Page 1)
There will also be the opportunity to listen to and 
talk to a “Living Tommy” to bring the stories to life 
and help make sure we don’t forget the sacrifices that 
were made and lessons which need to be learnt.

The exhibition “They Were all Heroes” will take place 
in Knowle Village Hall from 10.00am to 5.00pm on 
Saturday 2nd and Sunday 3rd August, and on Monday 
4th August from 10.00am to 4.00pm. The official 
opening by the Mayor of Solihull, Councillor Kate 
Wild will take place at 10.30am on Saturday 2nd 
August. 

Refreshments will be served and a raffle held on 
each day.   Further details and updates will be available 
on the Society’s website, Twitter and Facebook as on 
posters around the village.

There will be something of interest for everyone 
at the exhibition, from history enthusiasts and 
researchers to families and children.

There are still opportunities for volunteers to 
get involved in a number of areas so if you’d like 
to help whether for an hour or a day, please let us 
know by emailing history@knowlesociety.org.uk or 
telephone Janet Erzen on 01564 779040.

Finally, many thanks to all who contributed 
following our appeal for photos and memorabilia.  
We have had a good response. In the last twelve 
months the executor for the estate of the late Miss 
Muriel Thompson of Station Road has sent us several 
parcels of photographs and personal memorabilia 
belonging to Miss Thompson, some of which will 
also be included in the exhibition.

Thomas Brierley Dodwell  DSO DSC and Appeal for Help

Viola Espresso & Patisserie has opened at 1590 High 
Street, the precinct end, next door to William H 
Painter. We wish them every success.

Freak le Chic, of Greville Court, will be moving 
into 1663 High Street, previously occupied by Wilson 
Fink Kitchens & Bathrooms. Lesley, the owner, tells 
me that she will be stocking the same but a wider range 
of goods as at present, ie sofas, chandeliers, artwork 
and gifts. She is hoping to open by mid August. 

Zebra Kids, presently in Kimbells Walk, will be moving 
into the premises previously occupied by the Drinks Barn 
on the High Street and is hoping to be open by mid July.

Around The Shops
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Purnells Brook is one of several 
tributaries feeding into the River 

Blythe through the ancient Forest of 
Arden.  Its springs arose in the lower 
Starbold Crescent area. 

It still runs alongside the Knowle 
Society’s former Nature Reserve by 
Hillmorton Road, then alongside 
Knowle Park and Newton Road to 
reach the Warwick Road. Passing under 
the Wychwood island, it emerges in the 
adjacent copse to run past the former 
Thacker’s nursery site and finally under 
the canal before joining the Blythe to 
the west of the Blythe Waters Fishery. 

In Saxon times it was the Merebroc, 
the Boundary brook between the 
Knowle and Longdon Manors. This 
was confirmed by Keldberne (Lord of 
Longdon Manor) in his 12th century 
Charter “from the ford Coleford to where 
the Merebroc runs also into the Blithe”.

Knowle historian, the late Eva 
Wootton, told me of a legend that one 
Purnell had, in medieval times, dug 
out the Knowle section of the brook to 
drain his boggy meadows, and it had ever after been 
called “Purnells Brook” but that nothing was known of 
Purnell himself.  

However, the 1650 Survey of the Manor of Knowle 
recorded three Purnell pastures and a Messuage* 
called Purnells.  

The 1816 Enclosure map was even more helpful 
showing the old field names.  “Feeding Purnell”, 
“Pathway Purnell” and “Well Purnell” all funnelled 
down from the brook on either side of Warwick Road 
to a very old farm (the Messuage*, subsequently 
renamed “The Lodge”) on the corner of Warwick 
Road and Lodge Road.

The Messuage was purchased in 1806 by Reverend 
Blyth and restored with a Georgian frontage, splendid 
gardens and woodland extending over Longdon Road 
and it was re-named “The Lodge”.  

Road names were changed as well. Knowle 
Common Road, a track leading to the great Common 
between Station Road (Packwood Road before the 
arrival of Dorridge Station) and Warwick Road became 
Lodge Road.  In 1924, Waste Lane was changed to 
Longdon Road when a new house owner there from 
abroad did not realise that the name referred to the 
“waste” meadows of the Longdon Estate.

Bought by the Bower family in 1854, The Lodge was 
demolished in 1938 for the Newton Road housing 
estate, built after World War II.  The site became the 
Knowle Police Station and is now Blythe Surgery.

The advent of more housing in the 1970s saw the 
Brook’s springs culverted away, to be fed solely from 
the stormwater drains of the Ullenhall estates, after 
they caused flooding in the new Hillmorton Road.   

This resulted in the gradual drying out of the tiny 
bog nature reserve saved from development by Dr 
Bower on account of its wild Orchids and the carpet 
of Yellow Marsh Marigolds, noted by the “Edwardian 
Lady” on one of her Olton to Knowle walks.  

Coarse grasses, nettles and thistles have overtaken 
the ancient woodland flora. Seeds from a Council 
planted Sycamore have challenged the “one species” 
viability of the Alder copse.  Native bluebells are being 
hybridised by the introduction of Spanish bluebells!

The banks of Purnells Brook still support many 
tree and wildlife species such as small leaved Lime, 
Alder, Crab Apple, Hawthorn and Guelder Rose 
together with patches of Wood Anemone and Dogs 
Mercury, all true indicators of its ancient woodland 
ancestry.  
*Messuage – legal term, late middle English - A dwelling house 
with outbuildings and land assigned to its use.

Purnells Brook, from the Nature Reserve to The Lodge 
History of our local brook by Stella Jarman
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An Experiment in Slowing Traffic Comes to Knowle
And other Community Services News

Summer has started with surprises, shocks, gripes 
and holdups!

ROADS, TRAFFIC AND PARKING 
You will, no doubt, have noticed that Tilehouse Green 
Lane has now lost its central road markings and has 
white lines down the side. Have you wondered why? 

The Traffic Action Group there (who also initiated 
the Tilehouse Green Lane Speedwatch with our local 
WPC Sharon Grant), with the support of Cllr Alan 
Rebeiro, has  liaised with the Council over speed 
control measures. 

As a result, this pilot experiment in slowing traffic, 
which has apparently been tried out successfully 
elsewhere has been launched. I gather it will be 
monitored over the next six months to see if it slows 
traffic.  It will be interesting to see the results.

We were asked for our views on introducing 
further speed limits on local rural roads. We felt that 
this was unnecessary and that the money would be 
better spent on surfaces and repair of potholes at this 
time of austerity. We also feel that it is important to 
maintain the rural ambience, which would be spoilt 
by the proliferation of signs that would have little 
effect on traffic speeds.  

We are delighted that Sainsburys appear to have 
adhered to their stated intention to ensure no 
increased level of heavy vehicles in Knowle, so far. 

Anecdotal comments regarding parking suggest 
that it is increasingly difficult to find parking spaces 
in the village and there are still issues with off-road 
parking. It appears that some people are trying to 
avoid paying by putting a second ticket on their cars 

and staying all day, but this is 
known about and penalty notices 
are increasing. 

Police have started issuing 
warning notices to those causing 
unnecessary obstructions on 
residential roads.  Repeat 
offenders will be issued with 
penalty notices. The Council is 
fully aware and is monitoring 
situation, as are our Councillors. 

AIRPORT
Following a planned review of 
Terms and Conditions of the 
ACC (Airport and Consultative 
Committee), on which I currently 

represent the Society, it came as 
a shock when I received a letter from Paul Keogh, the 
Airport CEO. This stated that, to make representation 
more democratic, ward councillors nominated by Solihull 
and other West Midlands Councils will form a new ACC 
Committee. 

The Knowle Society will not only lose its 
direct representation on the ACC but also on the 
Environmental Working Group, on which John Rowley 
is our representative. It will be subsumed into a new 
Community Consultative sub Committee (CCC)  with 
a wider remit. The chairman of the CCC will also be a 
representative on the ACC. 

I have spoken at some length with the Airport 
Community Services Manager and further understand 
that the Society is unlikely to meet the criteria to 
nominate representation on the CCC, as planes are not 
flying over  Knowle at under 3000 feet, which is the 
criteria.  I shall continue to follow up in conjunction with 
our councillors.

Trialling of flight path options 5 and 6 started on May 
1st with option 5 and will be alternating monthly until 
September.  Please phone the Airport on 0121 767 7433 
to report any plane noise or movement that you find 
intrusive. We have heard that the number of telephone 
compaints from communities will have an impact on the 
final, permanent, choice of route. 

RECYCLING BINS
The planned resiting of Recycling Bins and associated 
freeing up of car parking spaces, is regrettably still 
on hold until the Council introduces new recycling 
systems later this year.  There are still good intentions, 
but progress is slow.  
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Revised road markings on Tilehouse Green Lane
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LITTER
Sadly, with summer, comes more litter. Most of us, 
from young to old, do our bit and put it in bins or 
take it home. Sadly, a minority do not and believe 
that it is someone else‘s job to clear up after them. 

So, a plea from the Community Services 
Committee, the Environment Group and the Friends 
of the Park is for anyone who has a picnic to enjoy it, 
but clear up afterwards, please. This should not be 
hard for anyone who carried their picnic in. 

If playing football or cricket, please do not leave 
drink bottles in the grass. Around the village, please 
do not throw pizza boxes onto the street and please 
put sweet papers in the bin or your pocket and do not 
drop cigarette ends or waste food. We do not wish 
to further the rat problem, for one or two have been 
seen around the pool in the park, gathering up excess 
bread meant for the ducks. 

A big thank you to those who do set an example. 
Perhaps we need to be more assertive and remind 
others, even if it’s not welcome. 
 
AMBULANCE PRESENCE
It remains unclear what is happening on this matter. 
Whilst it is still likely that there will be an ambulance 
presence at the Blythe surgery, planning permission 
is required and is being sought. This  means a further 
delay while the process is completed.  

POLICE
There have been instances of anti-social behaviour, 
which are being dealt with. The Police surgeries will 
be held from 1.00pm to 3.00pm at the Library on 
July 7th and August 4th and from 5.30pm to 7.00pm 
on July 16th and August 13th at Costa Coffee.

DOG WASTE
An increase of dog waste, large and small, is very 
noticeable, appearing on pavements and paths in the 
park and village. Again the majority of us are diligent, 
some even picking up after dogs other than our own.  

We should not be afraid to point out to someone 
that they have missed some waste whilst otherwise 
occupied. People are usually very apologetic and 
grateful. Take pity on someone standing staring at the 
ground, they are probably trying to spot the waste!!  

NHS UPDATE
The Urgent Care Consultation is now moving to 
the next stage.  Reports to date and in future may 
be found on the CCG website at   http://www.
solihullccg.nhs.uk/yourhealth/urgent-care-review.
  Lilla Baker

communityservices@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 739073

Growing Litter and Waste Problems & NHS Updates
More Community Services News

Environment Group Makes Forward Plans

The Environment group continues to meet, with 
Lilla Baker acting as a link with our Trustees. A 

further successful litter pick was held on April 28th, 
covering the  local nature reserves. 

A meeting with Dave Tipping of Solihull Council 
Community Services was held on May 30th to cover 
possible involvement with local flower beds and wild 
flower areas. This was a positive, informative and 
helpful discussion. 

Dave was supportive of volunteer involvement 
where there is commitment and a plan. The group 
will now make a start on some forward planning. 

Environm
ent
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These plans need to correlate with the seasons and 
the bulbs which we will look to plant may take a 
couple of years to produce a display. Then, when it 
comes to grass cutting, their flowers need to be able 
to die down naturally. 

Lilla will be looking for volunteers to take on 
specific tasks within this programme. Any interested 
green fingered members should contact Lilla via the 
email address above, please. 

This is a great opportunity to make a difference 
to your local environment. Two potential volunteers 
have already stepped forward.

Results of a single litter pick
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I have not mentioned Kimberley Development’s new 
store for Waitrose whilst there has been nothing 

to report. Kimberley and the Council have been 
fully involved with the many necessary agreements 
required before building works can start on site.  

Shortly, however, Kimberley is expected to issue 
its documentation to invite bids from contractors for 
the work. An autumn start on site now appears to be 
possible. 

Of the planning applications recently submitted in 
Knowle, that for a change of use to the first floor of 
Blythe Surgery, together with additional parking, was 
one that we considered.  

We understand the application is the forerunner 
for a Community Paramedics base at the surgery to 
which, on consideration, we found there were no 
grounds to raise objections.  

However, we will bear in mind traffic congestion 
that occurs at the junction opposite the Surgery 
whilst recognising the need for emergency 
medical assistance being maintained in Knowle, 
in light of the Hermitage Road Ambulance 
Station closure.

The Solihull Local Plan is to be revisited 
due to an error in the Council’s calculations 
of future housing need. This arises from the 
success of a High Court action, which was 
taken by the proposed developers of two sites 
in Tidbury Green, to have the Council’s refusal 
overturned. 

These sites had previously been identified 
as being suitable for residential development, 
even though they are surrounded by Green 
Belt land.  This may, or may not, have an impact 
on Knowle but we are following the situation 
closely.

Finally the proposed Knowle Neighbourhood 
Plan, which the Committee is currently leading 
on behalf of The Society, has progressed.  We met 
with several Wolverhampton City Council officers 
and with residents of two city Wards. Their own 
Neighbourhood Plans came to fruition after three 
years, which proves that we still have a long way to 
go.  

For our imminent meeting with Council officers, 
however, we are now aware of the requirements 
for time and money. The Council may well have to 
provide full-time support in the preparation of the 
Plan once the Neighbourhood Forum is formed.  I 
will update you as soon as possible.     

Andrew Marston
planning@knowlesociety.org.uk
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A Waitrose Store Update and Plans at Blythe Surgery
Along with further news from the Planning Committee

Blythe Surgery, Lodge Road

The Society is a member of Civic Voice, the national 
body for civic societies.  

A benefit of this membership is a free day pass 
for each of our members to most National Trust and 
English Heritage properties.

The National Trust pass is valid until 31st December 
2014 (Bank Holidays excepted) and for most houses 
and gardens.  The list of exceptions is provided on the 
pass.  

You may obtain one pass for each member of the 
Society. by sending a stamped addressed envelope, 
giving your name and declaring that you are a member 
of The Knowle Society to:-
Civic Voice, 60 Duke Street, Liverpool L1 5AA

The English Heritage pass can be downloaded from 
the internet.  One pass per member valid for one 
visit can be obtained by entering the following 
link into your internet browser and following the 
instructions:  

www.tinyurl.com/civicenglishoffer14
You need to give your details and state that you are 
a member of The Knowle Society.  This pass is valid 
for visits up to 30th June 2014 and between 1st 
September 2014 and 31st January 2015, i.e. not in 
July or August 2014, or on Bank Holidays.
Please note that there are conditions applicable 
to both offers and that these benefits are only 
available to members of the Society.

Free Entry To National Trust And English Heritage Properties
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The latest walk in our programme needed to 
be cancelled at the last minute. After a day of 

deluge, with standing water prevailing on the roads, 
in the fields and along the towpaths, our early June 
stroll around the woods, fields and canal banks of 
the area was an inevitable washout. But, it has been 
rescheduled to July 23rd, when we will gather at the 
Knowle Park car park at 7.00pm. All are welcome.

What a contrast to our March walk, which saw 
folk gather at the Heron’s Nest, on its very last day 
before closing for refurbishment, for a stroll across 
the fields to Rising Lane at Lapworth and back along 
the canal. It was a surprisingly sunny and warm day 
for early Spring. The photo shows the group taking a 
breather on the canal bridge near Chapel Lane.

Finally, do not forget the ever popular Temple Balsall 
walk, concluding with tea and cakes. It starts from the 
Fen End Road car park at Temple Balsall, at 2pm on 
Sunday 21st September. Again, everyone is welcome.

Reverse Fortunes for March and June Walks 
Early Spring sunshine warms one whilst the other is called off

A Day Out from Knowle

On a warm summer day, it must be hard to beat 
Moreton-in-the-Marsh for a day out. It has a 

wealth of options for a cup of coffee on arrival and 
many jewels in the crown that surround it to fill the 
rest of the day.

There are a few interesting shops in the town, but 
the honeypot for retail therapy is Daylesford Organic, 
the award winning farm shop for the Barbour and 
wellies set, eight miles to the south east, accessed via 
the delightful and tranquil traditional Cotswold village 
of Broadwell. Here is a delicatessen with knobs on, 
pricey but of the highest quality, shelves bursting with 
fresh local produce. Take a cool bag!

There are a host of good lunch options in the 
area, including the farm shop itself and the Fox at 
Broadwell, but the place of the moment is a couple of 
miles on from Daylesford, at The Plough in Kingham. 
This boasts the Camerons and Clarksons amongst its 

clientele and the chef de patron, Emily Watkins, has 
just won exposure for her talents as one of the four 
winners of BBC2’s Great British Menu. Go whilst it 
is affordable.

The attractions for an afternoon in the fresh air 
within a few miles of Moreton are too hard to choose 
between. Amongst the leading contenders are the 
woodland and tumbling waters of Batsford Arboretum 
or the adjacent Cotswold Falconry Centre. There 
are the grotto, bog garden and pond of the nearby 
Mill Dene Garden to explore or the National Trust’s 
Jacobean pile that time forgot, Chastleton House, 
almost unchanged for 400 years. 

Then, spoilt for choice when it comes to places 
to find outstanding home-made Cotswold cakes and 
late afternoon tea before the return trip, you might 
just fail to resist buying some extra pastries to bring 
home.

A
 D

ay O
ut

W
alks Program

m
e

Left - Batsford Arboretum, Above Right - ‘Cheese and Onion’ Starter, Kingham Plough, Below Right - Daylesford Organic
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In Conversation ... Local Police Officer, WPC Sharon Grant
In a new series, Cheryl Steventon talks with some prominent local people

Sharon, tell us how you came to work in 
Knowle.
Knowle was one of the first areas I was appointed to 
around twelve years ago. In that time I have been lucky 
enough to remain responsible for the area through 
various restructures and reorganisations. I now cover 
Knowle, Dorridge and Blythe and I have developed 
close ties to a number of community organisations 
including Arden School and the Knowle Society.

What are your links to the Knowle Society?
I have been a member of the Knowle Society for 
quite a while. I originally started attending meetings 
as a police liaison to integrate the work of the police 
with the local community. Now I regularly attend 
the Community Services Committee meetings to 
learn about any issues we need to be aware of and 
to inform members about any recurring crime and 
preventative measures that can be taken.

What does a typical day entail?
There is no such thing as a typical day! I am regularly 
out and about in the community holding police 
surgeries, talking to community groups, as part 
of the first response team when a crime has been 
reported and also the neighbourhood team following 
up on reported crimes and providing reassurance to 
residents. I also liaise with councillors about police 
issues in the area and accompany other services when 
they feel a police presence might be needed.

That sounds like a very busy day’s work! How 
can we reduce crime in our community?
We rely heavily on local information. We regularly 
patrol hot spots where there has been trouble or 
antisocial behaviour. Although we are lucky to have 
a crime rate below the West Midlands average we 
rely on the public remaining vigilant and reporting 
concerns or suspicious activity in order to identify 
these hot spots. People assume someone else will 
report it but we would rather have several calls about 
the same incident than none. 

If someone does see anything suspicious how 
can we let you know?
Telephone 101 and then ex.7928 6264, or email 
sharon.grant@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk I also 
run regular police surgeries. In Knowle, I am available 
fortnightly in the library between 1.00 and 3.00pm 
or Costa between 5.30 and 6.30pm. The days are 
advertised at the venues, in the Society Newsletter 
and on the police website. The surgeries allow people 
to tell me their concerns and I can also give advice on 
preventative measures to avoid becoming a victim.

How do you spend your time outside of 
police work?
I have two sons and two stepsons which keep me 
busy most of the time! I also enjoy going to the 
gym, although I am fond of a glass of red wine and 
socialising as well.
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The northern section of the Stratford-upon-Avon 
Canal, from its junction with the Worcester and 

Birmingham Canal in Kings Norton to its link with 
the Grand Union Canal near Lapworth, opened in 
1802. It is completely level until it reaches the 18 
locks of the Lapworth flight, and this two and a half 
mile walk takes in part of that level section, between 
Illshaw Heath and Braggs Farm.

There is plenty of room to leave your car on School 
Road, between the M42 and Wedge’s Bakery. From 
here, walk down Illshaw Heath Road until, just past 
its junction with Waring’s Green Lane, a footpath 
sign on the left indicates a stile in the hedge.

Follow the path through a dip and up the other 
side, bearing slightly right at a group of trees to 
emerge into Vicarage Road. 

Turn left and then right into Salter Street. After a 
short distance, opposite a red roofed barn, is an open 
gateway and a track. This is another public footpath, 
which leads in an almost straight line down through 
another dip and up to Lady Lane.

Turn left onto Lady Lane. The next gate you reach on 
the opposite side of the road is the start of another 
footpath. This follows the edge of a single field to 
Bragg’s Farm Lane.

Here, you can join the Stratford-upon-Avon Canal 
towpath and walk back to Illshaw Heath Lane. The 
exit from the towpath is easy to identify. It is a short 
path to the road, adjacent to a cottage, as the canal 
takes the sharp right hand bend.

En route, though, there is an opportunity to leave 
the canal for refreshment at the first bridge you come 
to, on a left hand bend.

Just over the bridge from the towpath here is Lady 
Lane Wharf, a licenced cafe and restaurant, where, 
depending on the time of day, you can sit at the 
canalside and enjoy breakfast, lunch or just a drink 
before setting off again to complete your stroll.

Beside the Wharf you can see the water entering 
via the feeder channel to the Canal, pictured above, 
from Earlswood Lakes. The lakes were created in the 
1820s to keep the canal’s summit level topped up.

A Circular Stroll along the Stratford-upon-Avon Canal
Our local walking series takes us to Illshaw Heath and beyond

Local W
alk



A Warm Welcome to our New Members
who have joined the Society since our last Newsletter
Ms C A Barry & Ms A Roberts
Mr & Mrs Bolton
Mr & Mrs E Byrne
Miss S Chester
Mr I Day & Mrs S Salvin-Day
Mrs K M Delaney
Ms S J Everall
Mr & Mrs D Foster
Mr & Mrs N F Harris
Mrs C L Harrison

Mr Haynes & Miss J A Jones
Mrs J A Leedham
Mrs V Leigh
Mr & Mrs K Owen
Mr S Pedley & Ms S Wood
Mr & Mrs M J D Randall
Mr & Mrs J M Randell
Mrs K A Regan

Mr & Mrs A Saunders
Mr & Mrs D Skinner
Mr & Mrs P Walbaum
Mr & Mrs C Wheeldon
Mrs L I Wilson
Mrs S Winchurch
Mr R M Wood

   
   

The Knowle Society 

We have almost 3600 
members; can you encourage 
your friends and neighbours 
to join too? This may be 
done either by contacting 
the Membership Secretary 
or through an application 
form on our website (address 
below).

Established to maintain the 
character of the Village.

Website and Social 
Media: 

www.knowlesociety.org.uk

www.facebook.com/ 
           KnowleSociety

www.twitter.com/  
           KnowleSociety

Membership:
Peter Johnson
1 Barnbrook Road
Knowle
SOLIHULL
B93 9PW
01564 770268
membership@
knowlesociety.org.uk
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3. Meetings and Social
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6. Community Services
7. Environment
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9. Day Out - Moreton
10. Meet WPC Sharon Grant
11. Walk  - Stratford Canal
12. Membership
12. Prize Draw - Tea for Two

The Knowle Society is a
company limited by 
guarantee, registered 
number 05514023. 
Registered Charity number 
1111085.

Peter Johnson
membership@knowlesociety.org.uk

Knowle 770268

Editor: Dave Pinwell, 07973 360307
newsletter@knowlesociety.org.uk

Distribution: Anne Smith, 01564 779120
distribution@knowlesociety.org.uk

Proof-readers: Maria Brown, 
John Chaloner, Pam Watson

 

Previous Issues
all the way back to January 1963, are 
available at our website:
              www.knowlesociety.org.uk

Next issue
Copy deadline: 1st September 2014
Distribution commences:1st October 2014

The Knowle Society Newsletter

In these days of fast communication and 
urgent projects, it becomes increasingly 

important for us to keep our members 
informed of developments more frequently 
than in our quarterly newsletter. Although 
the Newsletter will remain our main source 
of communication we are also exploring 
other methods such as social media with 
our new Twitter and Facebook pages. 

However, we would also like to use email 
which nearly all our members have access 
to. Although we will never send out “spam” 
emails or inundate your inboxes we do think 
it would be useful to keep you informed, 
especially given some of our current large 
projects such as the village green project, 
planning issues, airport flight path changes 
and the recent consultation on the future of 
ambulance services in the area.

Unfortunately we do not have email 
addresses for a significant majority of our 
members as we have not routinely asked 
for them before. 

If you would like to make sure you 
receive the latest, timely information 
regarding issues in our area please send 
your email address to us at membership@
knowlesociety.org.uk  and we will add you 
to our mailing list. Of course we will only 
use your email address for Society matters 

Communications - and an Afternoon Tea for Two Prize Draw
and, in line with our data protection 
statement, will never provide them to third 
parties. You can also easily opt out of any 
further email communication at any time.

As a thank you, members who provide us 
with their email addresses will be entered 
into a prize draw to win a “Traditional 
Afternoon Tea for Two” at Gillian Wesley’s 
luxurious Catwalk Café on Kenilworth 
Road, kindly donated by Gillian herself. This 
will be served in the striking surroundings 
of the Parisian Style Café with proper cake 
stands, vintage crockery and silver teapots. 

If you would like to enter a draw 
for this fabulous prize please send an 
email with your full name and address to 
membership@knowlesociety.org.uk with 
“Competition” in the subject line. 

We do recognise that not all members 
have email addresses and we don’t want to 
discriminate against any of our members so 
you can also enter the draw by writing to 
us at Membership Secretary, 1 Barnbrook 
Road, Knowle, Solihull, B93 9PW, again 
including your name and address. 

The closing date is 1st August and a 
winner will be pulled out of the hat and 
announced in the next newsletter, only 
one application per person though and 
members only please!


