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Autumn Already 

 

The 
Knowle 
Society  

Registered Charity No: 1111085 Established to maintain the character of the Village 

This article is being written at the end of August after another apology for a summer. In Scotland, the whisky 
industry refers to August as the ‘Silent Season’ – no new whisky is made during that month. In what used to be 
known as ‘Fleet Street’ the month was often the ‘Silly Season’ when stories that would not have seen the light of day 
normally would be published. We have no meetings of the Society in August but it certainly does not mean that 
nothing much happens – on the contrary. You will see from the reports from my fellow Trustee Directors that they 
have been very busy. Leighton Jones has prepared another of his extremely comprehensive responses to proposals 
from the Council, this time with regard to future housing requirements. In it he reflects the Society’s view that any 
new housing in Knowle must be very limited, obviously of good design and above all aimed at the first time buyer or 
‘down-sizer’. We hope that the Council will listen. Janet Erzen and her History group together with Dave Pinwell 
have been preparing a 2012 calendar to celebrate our 50th anniversary. It features reproductions of paintings by 
Mike Humphreys, a local artist who suffered a stroke a while ago and has taught himself to paint with his weaker 
hand. The paintings are basically views of the High Street and, I hope you will take it from me, really stunning. The 
calendar ‘hits the streets’ at the beginning of October so please look out for it at the Oxfam shop and else where. 
It’s a ‘must have’ for next year. See Janet’s article for more details. 
 
Several changes in personnel will be proposed at the AGM in February relating to Trustee Directors. You may know 
that my term as chairman will come to an end and Leighton Jones will be proposed as my successor. David Watson, 
recently retired as a GP, where he was also the accounts supervisor, will be proposed as our new honorary treasurer 
and Peter Johnson will be put forward as our new membership secretary. We also have more probable changes as 
the Society’s secretary and chairman of planning are to be announced later. You will all of course have your say on 
these or any other proposals at the AGM. Leighton has been nobly leading the Walks for many years now and really 
needs some help at the very least. Anybody interested please contact any Trustee Director. 
 

(Continued on page 2) 

Sunday 25th September 
2pm new car park in Fen End Rd 

Temple Balsall Walk 
Tea & cakes to finish 

Monday 3rd October 
10 for 10.30am in Knowle Hall 

Pugin & Hardman—A Passion for Gothic 
Michael Fisher [50 (balloted) places—booking only] 

Monday 17th October 
8pm in Knowle Village Hall 

Social Evening—The Strolling Players 
Fish & Chip Supper £6—Members & Guests (booking only) 

Monday 21st November 
8pm in Knowle Village Hall 

Geology & Scenery of Warwickshire - Local Building Stone 
Hugh Jones 

Monday 26th December 
11am in front of the Guild House  

Boxing Day Walk 
Mincepies and Mulled Wine en route (a great family event) 

Monday 16th January 2012 
8pm in Knowle Village Hall 

Toye Kenning and Spencer 
A local company manufacturing military uniforms and accoutrements. Ev
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I feel I ought to deal with what has become somewhat of a contentious issue. Some members may recall at the 
public meeting that we held at Arden with regard to the Kimberley plans that I was asked when I had first 
become aware of the proposals. I confirmed that it had been several months earlier when I had received a 
phone call out of the blue in my then capacity as chairman of our planning committee. This call had been on a 
strictly confidential basis and the people with whom I could discuss the matter for the time being were 
extremely limited and individually specified. Had I not agreed to that stipulation the information would not 
have become available to me or my committee. I have to say that new planning proposals are increasingly 
being dealt with in this way. Developers are obliged by law to consult with the local population in as full a way 
as possible and yet have obvious commercial reasons not to reveal details to possible rivals. Initial confidential 
talks with local ‘stakeholders’ such as Knowle Society give us and them the chance to discuss whether a plan 
will even get off the ground. In at least one case where I was involved I was able to say that the proposals were 
so objectionable in so many ways that the developer was persuaded not to take them any further. I do hope 
that members will view these situations in this light and understand that if officials of the Society are 
approached on a confidential basis it is often necessary and a reflection of how the Society is viewed by others. 
You have the assurance of all committee chairmen that as soon as it is possible the information will be made 
public. 
 
Almost too late to report in this edition, we have to say a very hearty “Well Done” to Leighton Jones. This is 
in general for all his herculean efforts on the Kimberley application, the resounding triumph on the Jacobean 
Lane marina appeal and the response to the LDF and the Housing Needs statement by the Council. Now he has 
received the congratulations of the Inspector on the Stripes Hill marina appeal for the way he contributed to 
that, accompanied with a recommendation that the Society should lead the way similarly on any future appeal. 
The Society is very proud of him and his contribution of the Knowle Society’s standing in the world. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Peter Ewin—Chairman - Knowle 776381 
chairman@knowlesociety.org.uk 

‘KNOWLE AS I SEE IT’ - PHOTO COMPETITION RESULTS 
A major objective behind the Society’s recent Photographic Competition for young people was to 
encourage them to take a fresh interest in their local community. The Society also hoped that it would gain 
experience in making connections with young people and could explore whether there were openings for a 
youth activity within the Society. The resulting competition proved to be successful in generating interest in 
the qualities of Knowle; the other objective is much longer term. 
 
Entrants were asked to capture something that they liked in Knowle and something that they disliked; this 
theme seemed to be one that caught their imagination and the results displayed a keen awareness of those 
things that enhance a community and those that can disfigure it. Initially it looked as if we had missed the 
mark with the competition but as the deadline approached we received a mini-rush of entries; with pupils 
from Arden being the contributors of those entries. 
 
After judging by our invited panel, the Chairman of the Society Peter Ewin and Bill Bohanna, who heads up 
the Society’s newly formed Community Liaison activities, paid a visit to an Arden assembly to present the 
awards of some photographic editing software to the two winners of the different age groups. This black 
and white printed newsletter cannot display the winning colour photographs so you are invited to see these 
on our website—http://www.knowlesociety.org.uk/node/330 (you must include the full address shown 
here) however, pictured here are the two winners and the Society’s and school’s representatives. 

 
The Society is delighted with the results of the 
competition, the enthusiasm of the school and the pupils 
who took part.  

Bill Bohanna - Knowle 739390 

Lucinda Baker (right) and Sophie 
Leonard (left) of Arden Academy - joint 
winners of the Society's Youth Photo 
Competition ‘Knowle as I see it’ pictured 
with Peter Ewin (Knowle Society, left), 
Pauline Astle (Head of Art, Arden) & Bill 
Bohanna (Knowle Society, right). Winning photos 
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I thought I’d better start my article this time by reporting back on some of the matters I mentioned last time, 
so here goes:- 

JACOBEAN MOORINGS 
As I’m sure you will all have heard by now, the efforts of the Society and the local residents were successful in 
persuading the Planning Inspector that the proposal was inappropriate for this location, particularly as it was in 
the Green Belt.  Her closing statement read:- 
 
“I consider the other considerations advanced in support of the development, either individually or 
cumulatively, would not clearly outweigh the harm by reason of inappropriateness and the other harm I have 
identified.  The appeal fails.” 
 
While this is the end of this particular application the question remains as to what the owner of the fields will 
plan to do next.  He is within his rights to come back with another application for development, even one for a 
marina.  Alternatively he could propose some other development or decide to lease it out for agricultural use.  
We hope he settles on the latter. 

STRIPES HILL FARM MARINA 
In the meantime we have been kept busy with the hearing of the appeal against refusal of permission for the 
even larger marina at the bottom of Knowle Locks.  The hearing was originally listed for 4 days in the middle 
of July.  As most people could have forecast, we didn’t get anywhere near finishing in this time.  
Unfortunately it was not possible to carry straight on, due to other commitments of the Inspector and the 
lawyers (who are unfortunately such key figures in these things).  The earliest dates that could be agreed were 
7 – 9 September.  I do hope we will have finished in this time, but I have my doubts.  Even if the hearings have 
been completed it will be some time before we get the result.  The inspector has to go through all the 
evidence again, both written and oral.  She also has to look at the law as it applies and to be aware of the 
decisions in similar cases.  We must just hope that she takes good note of the Jacobean Moorings decision, 
which rested on very similar factors. 

KNOWLE DECORATING & BUILDING SUPPLIES 
There has been a big change to the plans for these premises.  The developers who planned to convert them 
into four houses received an alternative offer from another company, which they accepted.  The plans, which 
have been approved, will restore a retail shop, although very different from the original use.  They are for a 
fashion boutique, complete with design and manufacturing areas and a café.  One of the former stores in the 
rear yard is to be converted into a two bedroom house and the other into a photographic studio for the use of 
the owner.  The plans for the buildings are very much in sympathy with the area, being in the Conservation 
Area and we wish the owner all the best.  The alterations to the buildings are already well under way and the 
business should be open fairly soon. 

SAINSBURY STORE IN DORRIDGE 
The planning application for this has been submitted and may have been settled by the time you read this.  
While we are very aware of the need to revitalise Forest Court and provide improved shopping for Dorridge 
residents, we are still convinced that this store is too big for its location.  We therefore objected, due to the 
impact of the additional traffic it would generate, much of which will come through Knowle.  We are glad to 
have achieved one modest success, in convincing Sainsbury that the delivery lorries should not come through 
the High Street, but come up the Warwick Road from the south.  This still means they will have to drive along 
Station Road, which we feel is not at all suitable for such large vehicles.  We tried to convince them to come 
from the Stratford Road and under the railway bridge, but they wouldn’t accept this option. 

WAITROSE 
The revised planning applications for the store and associated works, such as changes to parking, should have 
been submitted by now.  We will be studying them in detail to see how the comments that everyone made 
have improved the plans.  There are some good points we’ve already been told about, but we’ll be studying 
the plans in detail before deciding what comments to make to the Council and whether generally to support 
the proposal or not. 

LONGDON HALL 
This is situated in the middle of Copt Heath golf course and is a significant building in the history of Knowle.  
It belonged to Lady Byron, the wife of the poet, although it doesn’t seem as if she lived there at any time.  Its 
condition has gradually deteriorated over recent years and the golf club has been trying to decide what to do 

(Continued on page 4) 
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about it.  They recently decided to offer it for sale with a condition that it be refurbished and returned to use 
as a private house.  It has been bought and emergency repairs are already underway.  As it is a ‘Listed’ 
building anything more than repairs and maintenance that affects or alters its appearance will need planning 
permission and we are looking out for the application.  As long as the plans are sympathetic we will support 
them and be very glad that this important building is being saved from risk of collapse. 

NATIONAL & LOCAL PLANNING CHANGES 
I now need to bring you up to date with changes in the national and local planning areas (as far as I can, 
because things are changing almost weekly).  I mentioned last time that the Council is in the middle of writing 
the outline plans for the development of Solihull over the next fifteen years or so.  Quite a bit of progress had 
been made before the elections in May, but then control of the Council changed.  The new administration 
decided that the consultations with the public that had taken place were not good enough, so they have 
carried out some more. 
 
One of the events they ran was one at which we were represented.  This was an attempt to explain that more 
land would need to be allocated to housing across the Borough.  You will be aware that the original plans 
included the allocation of several sites around Knowle & Dorridge for housing within the period of the plan.  
Our view is that there are too many houses planned for this area and we are trying to persuade the Council 
that the additional housing should be spread more evenly across the Borough.  There is no doubt that we will 
have to take a share, perhaps a fairly large one.  We are clearly of the view that whatever housing is allowed 
should consist of a mixture of types and include at least some housing that is targeted at those who cannot 
normally afford to buy locally.  We believe it is important for the well-being of the village for there to be a 
rich variety of individuals and families and the generally high prices of houses in Knowle restrict this aim.  The 
last thing we need in Knowle is another estate of look-alike large family houses for sale at high prices. 
 
As well as changes to the local planning outlook, there are major changes going on at national level.  The 
Government has published a consultation draft of a new National Planning Policy Framework that it hopes 
will simplify the planning system.  I am all in favour of that, having had to learn my way round the tortuous 
current documentation.  However, I feel they have gone too far, sweeping away very important protections 
in the process.  The most worrying feature is the statement that ‘the answer to a planning application should be 
YES’ unless there are very strong reasons why not.  I appreciate the need to ensure that good plans which will 
enhance local communities and improve the economy should be allowed, but there is a real risk that we will 
be ‘throwing the baby out with the bath water’ and allowing development that spoils communities.  (I’ve 
never understood how this could really happen in practice, but it’s a good saying!) 
 
While all this is going on the ‘Localism Bill’ is wending its way through Parliament.  While there are good 
things in this, freeing local communities to take the lead in all sorts of areas, we have some concerns that it 
could become an exercise in dumping unpopular and uneconomic activities onto voluntary organisations like 
the Society, without providing the resources to carry them out.  One of the areas we would be glad to have 
more influence over, although not more control of is that of planning and the future development of the 
village.  We don’t see that the Society, while being an important part of Knowle life, should or could take on 
itself the role of deciding on matters that ought to be the remit of a body democratically elected by the local 
community.  However the Planning Policy Framework goes clearly against localism in this area.  A 
conundrum indeed. 

(Continued from page 3) 

Leighton Jones – Knowle 773894 

Leighton Jones leads the Society’s 
regular programme of walks but rarely 
appears on photographs of these walks 
as he is usually behind the camera, so 
let’s reverse the story! Equally rarely 
(especially this summer) has been the 
need to take shelter from the rain. 
Leighton carries a rucksack with 
everything needed for an emergency (he 
does his risk assessments!) but can he 
mitigate against a falling tree in a 
lightning strike? He would welcome 
someone to take on this mantle as he 
stands for the Chairmanship of the 
Society next year. Leighton Jones 

Sheltering from the storm 
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AIRPORT—NOISE MONITORING 
We have requested that the Airport Company carry out a noise survey in Knowle which will include a written report on 
flight paths and noise levels. We have asked for it to be carried out in September which is a busy month for aircraft 
movements. A report will be made available to The Knowle Society for viewing. 
• To register Noise complaints telephone 0121 7677433 

POLICE MATTERS 
Neighbourhood policing is now up and running. To contact our Neighbourhood team: 
• Telephone: 0345 113 5000 ext 7928 6666 
• e.mail: knowledorridge@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk 
• For emergencies or crime in progress: 999 
• To report crimes that have happened and non urgent matters: 0345 113 5000 
• For advice on safer homes go to the interactive web site: www.west-midlands.police.uk/saferhomes 

SMBC—RESURFACING 
The resurfacing of the High Street has been successfully completed and at the time of press road markings are 
being reintroduced. The Knowle Society’s suggestion of reducing widths as allowed in a conservation area is 
being incorporated. 

SMBC—TRAFFIC FLOW THROUGH KNOWLE HIGH STREET 
As part of general discussion between SMBC and the Society the 
question of improving general traffic flow was raised.  For us this 
means The High Street and limiting possible damage by heavy 
traffic passing listed buildings within the Conservation Area. 
SMBC has asked for us to put forward suggestions for the 
medium /long term. This is an opportunity for members to put 
forward ideas for The Knowle Society to take forward. 
Parameters for your suggestions include: 
• Confine to Conservation Area 
• Consider both through traffic and access for business and 

trades 
• Regard the High Street as a blank sheet  regarding signage, 

turns, markings, crossings, etc 
• Will ultimately have to conform with  the Road Traffic Act 
 
For brief comments and suggestions please send to: 
Lilla Baker, 130 Lodge Road, Knowle, Solihull B93 0HF 
or email: trafficflow@knowlesociety.org.uk any comments should include at least the following 
information please:  Name / Road / Postcode / Suggestion or comment 
  
Finally—we have vacancies on our committee. If you would like to come along to one of our 
monthly meetings to see how we operate please get in touch 
with me. 
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John Rowley - Knowle 778289 

As it was—could it ever be the same again? 
The High Street looking towards Solihull with 
plenty of free-for-all garden manure! 

BUSY, BUSY! 
At a recent meeting the Trustee Directors were concerned with the relatively short lead-time available for 
response to major issues that present the Society with a challenge to consult, consider and compile a 
viewpoint; these are often not compatible with the timing and quarterly frequency of our newsletter. Our 
opinion is sought because we are a large and we believe a responsible body; those opinions are formed in 
many ways: listening to members at our meetings and just as members of the community, experience gained 
from close interest and discussion with developers, council officers, councillors, discussion in committee, 
input to our discussion forums on the website and occasionally from public meetings where the issue justifies 
such a step. Major issues arising at this time are a probable revised application from Kimberley 
Developments and the next step in the Local Development Framework—the Society is hoping to 
arrange public meetings in respect of both of these, the latter probably having a strong element of information 
as well as listening to your views. Keep checking our website for any announcements and have your say. 
 
LIGHT UP 
Coming up soon with a highly probable, but to be confirmed date, is the switch-on of Christmas lights on 
Monday 28th November—we hope that once again this will prove to be a hugely popular event. 
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Since the Natural Environment Committee was formed in 2010 the Committee has been steadily expanding 
its interests within its brief, which is to safeguard and improve the Open Spaces of Knowle and to protect its 
wildlife. In the April 2010 newsletter I reported that unless we needed to act promptly on a particular issue, 
the Committee’s work would aim towards medium to long term projects. At this time I also reported that we 
were looking at the Warwick Road roundabout and surrounding areas at the junction with Wychwood 
Avenue and Langfield Road, with a view to making this important access roadway to Knowle more attractive 
but at the same time protecting its wildlife. 

WARWICK  ROAD  ROUNDABOUT  UPDATE 
 In my report in the April 2011 newsletter I reported that considerable progress had been made in deciding 
what improvements could be made. Following meetings with the council officers the Council proposed a 
provisional plan which the Committee warmly endorsed. The draft proposals were set out in the newsletter. 
The Committee members are somewhat disappointed at the lack of progress since then but we are hopeful 
that some further progress will be made during the forthcoming winter. 

THE BIG TREE PLANT 
The July newsletter concentrated on ‘The Big Tree Plant in Knowle’ in which Rowland Hopkinson 
mentioned that trees have always been an important feature of the village of Knowle. The Committee was 
very keen to hear your views on the project and we were very pleased to receive the comments of one 
member. It is disappointing that this important initiative does not seem to concern residents as trees are under 
threat. In my first report in the October 2009 newsletter my final comment was “There are considerable 
challenges ahead. Please take time to look at what is happening to the horse chestnut trees on Stripes Hill.” 

AUTUMN LEAVES FALL EARLY 
Articles have been printed in the media about autumn leaf colour arriving early after the dry spring. 
 
The Royal Horticultural Society has referred to the unusually early colour on trees such as maples, hazels, 
liquidambar and laburnum following the dry soil left from the spring. Trees and shrubs are under a lot of 
water stress. It is not fatal because they are well adapted but it makes them get rid of their leaves early. 
Rhododendrons and camellias however need a good soak in the autumn as they form their buds at this time of 
the year. 
 
Horse Chestnut trees have been shedding their leaves early for several years and this is not the result of the 
dry weather but primarily because of a leaf miner moth which will have benefitted this year from the warm 
weather. 

HORSE CHESTNUT – LEAF  MINING MOTH 
Did you notice how the leaves of horse chestnut trees turned brown early this year and wonder why they 
came off the trees early?  The big brown patches are caused by the leaf-mining moth. 
 
This is a relatively new pest in Britain, but it has spread rapidly across the country since it was first identified 
by the RHS entomologists in Wimbledon in 2002. It had probably been present in that area for at least a year 
before it was discovered.  The pest is now widespread in much of England and is spreading into Wales.  The 
tiny brown and silver adult moths lay eggs on the leaves and after hatching, the caterpillars enter the leaves 
and eat the internal tissues.  By August, the foliage was extensively damaged, leading to early leaf fall. 
 
The horse chestnuts produce normal foliage and flowers in the spring but the first signs of leaf mining appear 
during June.  Elongated blotches, at first white but later turning brown, develop on the foliage from mid-June 
onwards.  Caterpillars, or circular pupal cocoons, can be seen within the mined areas if the leaf is held up to 
the light. By August, most of the leaf area may be affected, giving the impression that the tree is dying, but the 
long term effects are still not known. 
 
We can help control the disease by collecting and burning fallen leaves This will reduce the  numbers of  
overwintering pupae. Alternatively, the leaves can be composted in sealed bags that are kept closed until the 
following July, by which time the adult moths will have emerged and died. This can delay the build up of 
damage during summer but is only worthwhile for isolated trees where most of the fallen leaves can be 
gathered up. 
 
There are some chestnuts that are not attacked or suffer only slight damage.  There is more information on 
the Royal Horticultural web site at :- http://apps.rhs.org.uk/advicesearch/Profile.aspx?pid=533 

(Continued on page 7) 
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FOOTNOTE 
Other trees and plants are at risk from pests, viruses, etc. so there is a continual need for awareness and  
protection of our natural environment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[This image of leaf mining moth damage becomes apparent very dramatically in colour—see the back page of this newsletter 
for the means to view this in colour on our website.—Ed] 

(Continued from page 6) 

TAKEN FROM THE RECORDS OF KNOWLE BY T W DOWNING PUBLISHED IN 1914 
On April the 15th 1779. Mr Felton exhibited a large collection of Roman coins, formed into a mass in the urn 
in which they were found, of which he gave the following account,----- In the summer of 1778, within the 
manor of Knowle and parish of Hampton in Arden in the County of Warwickshire, in ploughing, the share of 
the plough struck against an earthen urn of a dark brown colour and rude workmanship, which being broken 
by the shock, its contents were found to be a mass of Roman coins, in weight about 15 pounds. Many of the 
coins, which had fallen from the lump, proved to be those of Gallienus, his wife Salonina the senior, the 
younger Tetricus and other usurpers in Britain, during the reign of Gallienus. They were mostly copper, or 
that metal washed with tin or silver. 
 
The spot on which the urn was found is an eminence as considerable as any in that part of the country. It bears 
no mark of any tumulus but appears to have very ancient, and lies about a mile and a half north of the remains 
of Roman Station, recognized as such by Sir William Dugdale, now called Arborough Banks, which possibly 
has been of some consequence, as it encompasses about ten acres of land. It is about 10 miles North East of 
Alcester, whose name and position on the Iknield Street denote its consequence, while Britain was a province 
of the Roman Empire. It is also about 20 miles South West of the Watling Street, and 12 miles North West of 
the Foss. 
 
Do you have any information to add, like the current location of the coins and a more exact location of the find, if so please 
email history@knowlesociety.org.uk. 

Ian Simmonds - Knowle 778692 

Bill Bohanna - Knowle 739390 
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e The Knowle Society celebrates its 50th anniversary next year, 2012.  As part of our celebrations to mark this 
event we are producing a calendar with a different picture each month of Knowle at the present time.  The 
pictures are copies of watercolours painted by a local artist who suffered a stroke two years ago.   He had to 
learn to use his left hand and as part of his therapy he started to paint pictures of the village, with truly amazing 
results. 
 
There will be a small exhibition of Mike’s paintings including the ones used for the calendar, in the Knowle 
Society Local History Centre (upstairs in Knowle Library) commencing: 

Saturday 1 October 2011  10.30am – 3.30pm.   
The calendar will be available for purchase on the above date and afterwards from Knowle Library; Oxfam 
Bookshop, High Street, Knowle and in The Knowle Society Local History Centre on Saturday mornings 10am 
– 12.30pm. Proceeds (after costs) go to charity. 

ON THE SHOP FRONT 
Sadly, yet another shop has hit the (fairy) dust.  Fairy Good Ideas in Greville Court has closed down.  This 
delightful shop will be missed by lots of local children and indeed adults also, the writer included.  I found this 
shop quite enchanting! What used to be Victoria Wine is now empty premises again and no one seems to 
know what its fate will be. At the time of going to press The Fireplace Studio in Station Road had just announced 
its closing down sale. Also in Station Road, Bonhams has announced that it will shortly cease holding sales but 
will not be closing down.  It will remain open for valuations etc retaining two general valuers and specialist 
teams covering ceramics, jewellery and silver. The majority of sales will move either to Oxford or 
Chester.  The last sale will be on 31st December. 
 
On a more positive note, the empty florist shop opposite Tesco in the precinct has now become Royle 
Household selling a variety of kitchenware and hardware. The shop is being run by Janet and Pete Royle.  Janet, 
a lot of you will remember was until recently editor of the Parish Magazine, and her husband Pete is a popular 
local plumber. Being local people and with Pete’s knowledge of hardware and with the support of local people, 
the shop should be a thriving success. Since the closure of Knowle Building & Decorating Supplies, it has been 
necessary to make a trip into Solihull to buy a packet of nails or screws, so it will be good to have a local shop 
where we can obtain such items again. 
 
At the top of Kimbell’s Walk where Prom Misses used to be, there is now a new children’s boutique Zebra 
Kids.  Run by a mum of two young children, Tracey Cullen, the shop will cater for ages 0 – 10years and will 
offer designer clothing such as Joules, Emile et Rose and others, plus more affordable lines for everyday wear.  
Baby changing facilities are available and a kiddie friendly corner where your children can play whilst you have 
a browse. 
 
We wish both of the above shops every success in their new ventures and don’t forget everyone; use them or 
lose them. 

LOCAL HISTORY TALKS & VISITS FOR 2012 
Details still have to be finalised but provisionally, they are; 
 
February Talk by Audrey Duggan– How Scandal came to Ullenhall 
 
April – Visit to Compton Verney by coach 
 
July Talk by John Yates – Another funny Thing happened on the way to the Register Office 
 
September  Visit to Stoneleigh Abbey – own transport 
  
November  Talk by Barbara Waller – Daisy, Countess of Warwick 
 

THEN & NOW – NOT MUCH DIFFERENCE! 
In the early 1800s there was a succession of bad harvests which caused wheat to become very dear which in 
turn resulted in distress and discontent among the working classes.   Not surprising when you realise that the 
price of a loaf of bread rose from 6d (2½p) to a staggering 1s 6d (7½p).  In addition, if the price was under 
80/- per quarter, the Corn Laws of 1815 prohibited the importation of wheat for home consumption.  This 
act enabled farmers and landowners to keep prices up causing great hardship to the working classes whose 

(Continued on page 9) 
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average wage was only 18/- (90p) per week for artisans and as little as 9/- (45p) per week for farm labourers. 
Lack of money and food led to rioting, burning down haystacks and buildings and stealing or maiming animals.  
Gangs from Birmingham pillaged, stole, vandalised and destroyed. Sound familiar? 
 
Eventually the gangs became even bigger and more organised due to criminals joining them who had been 
driven out of London by Sir Robert Peel’s successful Metropolitan Police Force and dispersed among the 
provincial towns and cities. When these towns and cities also organised efficient police forces, the law 
breakers took to the rural areas where the local Parish constable, usually unpaid and often unfit, was unable to 
provide the protection needed.  The farmers, landowners and businessmen therefore decided to form an 
association for their mutual defence, by financing prosecutions and making the old hue and cry method more 
effective. 
 
The Knowle Association for the Prosecution of Offenders, known locally as The Felons was one such association (we 
think it was known as The Felons because in Tanworth they had a more ancient society which used the word 
Felons instead of Offenders).  The association was formed in the 1800s to deal with offences against persons or 
property. It offered rewards ranging from 5/- to 10guineas for information leading to the conviction of 
offenders and covered amongst other crimes; housebreaking, highway robbery, the theft of lead or ironwork, 
the destruction of hedges, fences, stiles, gates or bridges, stealing potatoes, turnips, pigs or poultry.  If you 
think about it, most of these things are still going on, even highway robbery - people are robbed in their cars 
and outside banks, stealing potatoes etc - allotments are vandalised, and there is even still cattle rustling going 
on, so,  doesn’t it all sound very familiar! 
 
In 1846 came the repeal of the Corn Laws hastened by the famine in Ireland in 1845.  The Corn Law and 
others had to be suspended; corn, cattle and other produce were freely imported and in 1849 free trade in 
corn was made legal and everyone benefitted.  The working classes were no longer on the borderline of 
starvation and the need for associations such as The Felons eased off.  It is still in existence but their main 
activity is a get together for their annual dinner, still held in November on the Tuesday nearest to the full 
moon.  Originally, this was so that they had a light night for their journey (no street lamps in those days and 
lots of villains about). It is now over 200 years since the formation of The Felons, not a lot has changed, has it?  
Maybe The Felons could still have a purpose today? 

MORE HISTORY LESSONS FROM THE 1500S 
Houses had thatched roofs, thick straw piled high with no wood underneath.  It was the only place for animals 
to get warm so all the cats and other small animals (mice, bugs) lived in the roof.  When it rained it became 
slippery and sometimes the animals would slip and fall off the roof.  Hence the saying; “It’s raining cats and 
dogs”. There was nothing to stop things falling into the house.  This posed a real problem in the bedroom 
where bugs and other droppings could mess up your nice clean bed.  Hence a bed with big posts, and a sheet 
hung over the top afforded some protection.  That’s how canopy beds came into existence. 
 
The floor was dirt, only the wealthy had something other than dirt hence the saying “dirt poor”.  The wealthy 
had slate floors that would get slippery in the winter when wet, so they spread thresh (straw) on the floor to 
help keep their footing.  As the winter wore on they added more thresh until, when you opened the door, it 
would all start slipping outside.  A piece of wood was placed in the doorway to prevent this.  Hence the saying  
“thresh hold”. 
 
More in the next issue. 

(Continued from page 8) 

Janet Eržen - Knowle 779040  

CAN YOU HELP? 
The Local History Centre was approached recently for help on a company that will be well-known to some 
people in Knowle. The Society provided a little information but perhaps members can help further as the 
enquirer is writing a book and is looking for as much information as he can get; he writes: 
 
John Bowen and Sons Ltd – Birmingham Builders – latterly of Station Road Knowle 
The history is being researched into this Birmingham building Company, well known for many Birmingham 
buildings, including The Victoria Law Courts in Corporation Street and Hollymoor Asylum at Rubery. The 
company moved from Balsall Heath to Knowle in the 1960s and any information as to the company’s address 
in Station Road, the buildings constructed by the firm or of its employees or of William Corbett, another 
Knowle company with which it was associated, would be gratefully received. The company is known to have 
owned a house in Station Road named Fircroft. Please contact Anthony Collins on 07979 247400 or by email to 
anthonyrcollins@btinternet.com if you can help in any way. 
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NEW LOOK WEBSITE 
It came too late for the July newsletter but on 15th July the 
Society’s website underwent its biggest ever revision and 
now looks and feels quite different. The changes will make it 
much easier to create new material that looks consistent 
with the rest of the site and it will be much easier to enable 
the task of site management to be picked up by other people 
in future. One big advantage of the new look site is that it 
now boasts a very powerful search facility that looks across 
all the material on the site. 
 
One of the best features of the old site was the excellent Local History Archive catalogue and its related search 
facility. This part of the old website has been retained and is linked into directly from the new website, so you 
will still enjoy something of the colourful look of the old site! An important point to understand though is that 
the search facility on the main website and the search facility of the Archive pages do not encompass each 
other’s material. In other words you cannot search for information on the Society’s Local History scrapbooks 
from the search tool on the main website but must first go to the Archive search tool. Similarly you cannot 
look up a recent news story on the Archive search tool but must go to the main website for the search tool 
there. This situation is unlikely to change in the future but is also not too difficult for web users to understand. 
 
QR CODES—WHAT ON EARTH ARE THESE? 
These strange new squares with lots of little black squares inside are seen everywhere nowadays and you are 
seeing them here in this newsletter for the first time. We like to be a helpful and friendly Society and just as 
we have sought in the past to improve your understanding of the vagaries of local recycling arrangements, so 
we aim to lead you into the new world of QR codes. 
 
QR stands very simply for Quick Response and is a new type of barcode. We are all used to traditional ‘single 
dimension’ barcodes, a series of short parallel lines of varying thickness that can be machine read and help 
organisations to manage their stocks and sales—these are used every day when we buy items in supermarkets. 
The scanner only needs to read across the code. The new QR codes are two-dimensional as they have to be 
read across and down; also rather obviously they are capable of holding a lot more information. The big 
difference between the past and present is that many of us now have Smartphones and many (but not yet all) of 
these have a barcode reader app(lication) which uses the built-in camera of the phone to view the code and 
then decode it. If there is more information to be encoded then the QR code is automatically made bigger. 
 
The clever bit then is that if this QR code has been used to encode a web hyperlink (URL) then the phone 
displays that URL and can, if so wished, log straight on to that website. This means that wherever a URL is  
displayed, it is no longer necessary for someone to note down this complicated and precise information and 
then type it into their phone or computer (sometimes getting it wrong) but it is all done for them. We have 
provided some QR codes in this issue to some web links that you might find useful (see below). 
 
Since the penetration of Smartphones is growing all the time and the probability is that all of them will be able 
to read QR codes, these will become increasingly useful tools. It is possible for example to present text of any 
sort, it doesn’t have to be a web link—we send you such a message in one of the codes below. Imagine a 
situation in a museum or gallery where the exhibits also have a QR code; this could link the phone user to a 
webpage or even just a note which gives extra or updated information about that exhibit. 
 
If you have a mobile phone using Android (e.g. Google) or Symbian (e.g. Nokia) operating systems then you 
can probably do it already. If you have an Apple or Blackberry (the phones not the fruit!) you will probably 
need to download a suitable app. The QR codes below will enable you to (1) view the Society’s website, (2) 
go to the webpage holding all the old newsletters (3) go directly to the Local History Archive catalogue and 
finally (4) to read a short message from us. Enjoy! Why not give it a go here, now? 
 

1 -The Knowle Society 2 – Newsletters 3 – Archive 4 – A message! 
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Before the summer break we have had  just two talks from the Midlands area with differing viewpoints to look 
back on. One looking to the future and the other looking backwards in time. 
 
Looking forwards we had a detailed presentation Rewriting the Book – The Library 
of Birmingham on the plans for the new Library of Birmingham which is 
scheduled to open in summer 2013. The project will bring many new facilities 
to the library and is designed to be a “hub for the region and an engine for the 
knowledge and creative economies” It will be physically connected to the 
Birmingham Repertory Theatre, with the aim of bringing together the written 
and spoken word through drama, poetry and performance. The size and scope of 
the project was very well explained by Sara Rowell (left) the client projects 
manager at the library. Her illustrated presentation provoked much discussion 
during the question session at the end of the evening as the impact of the move 
and new facilities to be provided came as a pleasant surprise to most of the 
audience. 

 
Now the converse – looking to the past. The talk on the leather trade of Walsall by 
David Mills (Walsall Leather Museum) showed just what a powerhouse for industry 
the Midlands area was in the past. For two hundred years Walsall people have been 
making some of the world's finest saddles and leather goods with clients including  the 
armed forces and the Royal family. The  museum  is housed in a restored leather 
factory and includes the chance to watch skilled leather workers in the process of hand-
crafting leather goods such as wallets and purses and even  perhaps the chance to have-
a-go yourself. 
 
The talk gave a fascinating insight into the history of a skill that has endured until the 
present day with Walsall still being home to over ninety leather companies between 
them making an astonishing variety of items which are exported to most parts of the 
world. 
 

We have one last meeting this year on  the 21st November about the Geology and stone of Warwickshire. 
 
The meetings for 2012 (all on Mondays at 8pm) are now all confirmed with the full schedule shown below. It 
is also now available to view on the website. 
 
January 16th Toye Kenning & Spencer 
The history of a local company manufacturing military uniforms and accoutrements. 
 
February 20th Annual General Meeting 
The first of our re-timed AGMs, no longer taking place in November. The formal notice and relevant papers 
will appear in the January newsletter. 
 
March 19th Windows on Windsor  
James Woodward; Canon of St George’s Chapel Windsor and former Master of the Lady Katherine Leveson 
Foundation at Temple Balsall.  
 
April 16th Metal Detecting 
 
June 18th History of Tennis 
 
July 16th Prime Ministers in the Midlands 
 
September 17th Images of Nature 
 
October 15th Quiz Night 
An event for members and their guests only—includes a fish and chip supper. 
 
November 19th A History of Ullenhall 
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FOOTNOTE FROM OUR CHAIRMAN 
The Society has been speaking to the Council about the possibility of measures 
designed to improve traffic safety in the High Street. Several ideas have been 
proposed and the Council has intimated that it might well consider one or all of 
them if the effect will be to make things easier. The Society believes that most if 
not all of our members will share our anxiety over aspects of the use of the 
High Street, particularly at peak times. As and when the matter is more 
advanced, we shall of course let our members know the details so that they can 
form an opinion on what is proposed. [See Page 5 for an invitation to comment] 
 
Some of you may be aware of the Council’s proposals for future housing in the 
borough [see Page 4]. Knowle has been pinpointed for three possible sites for 
new estates - at Four Ashes which is strictly speaking outside our area of 
interest, the Middlefield estate and the two fields between Crabmill Close and 
the football and cricket grounds which have been highlighted for many years as 
a possible site. Reactions were required by September 30th and accordingly our 
detailed comments were prepared by Leighton Jones and sent before that 
deadline. It will be some years before anything tangible happens but any 
member who wishes to would be well advised to check the details on the 
websites of the Council and the Society so that you may feel in possession of all 
the facts. 

Printed by David Deere - Newton Print - Sutton Coldfield - 0121 250 3730 / 01564 778595 

A warm welcome to  
the 14 new members 
listed opposite. 
 
The Knowle Society has 
around 3000 members; can 
you encourage your friends 
and neighbours to join too? 
This may be done either by 
contacting the Membership 
Secretary or through an 
application form on: 
www.knowlesociety.org.uk 
 
Membership: 
 Peter Johnson 
 1 Barnbrook Road 
 Knowle 
 SOLIHULL 
 B93 9PW 
 01564 770268 
 membership@ 
 knowlesociety.org.uk 
 
Editor: 
 David Bower 
 60 Barcheston Road 
 Knowle 
 SOLIHULL 
 B93 9JT 
 01564 775790 
 newsletter@ 
 knowlesociety.org.uk 
 
Distribution: 
 Anne Smith 
 01564 779120 
 distribution@ 
 knowlesociety.org.uk 
 
Photographer: 
 Roger Grainger 
 
Proof-readers: 
 Maria Brown 
 John Chaloner 
 Sandra Lea 
 
Online copy password  
until January 2012 is 7wjD6s 
 
Next issue 
Copy deadline: 
1st December 2011 
Distribution commences: 
1st January 2012 
 
 
The Knowle Society is a 
company limited by guarantee 
Registered Number 05514023 

IN THIS ISSUE… 
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WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO THE AGM PAPERS? 
You may be wondering (but perhaps not after all!) why there are no AGM 
announcements in this issue; yes, this was historically our ‘AGM’ issue but at 
the last AGM in November 2010 the members voted in favour of a proposal 
that the annual meeting should be put back until February to enable more time 
for the end of year accounts to be prepared. This means that there will be no 
meeting in 2011 though the reports and accounts will still cover the same 
twelve month period. We are planning to provide the AGM notice in the 
January 2012 issue of this newsletter. 

ONLINE VIEWING OF THIS ISSUE 
As always, a colour view of this newsletter may be seen on 
the website, this is especially helpful with the picture in the 
Natural Environment article; follow the Newsletters link in 
the menu on the left of the home page of the website. The 
password on the right of this article will gain access for 
members, however no password is needed after three 
months. To go there directly (password still needed as 
above) use this QR code. See the article on Page 10 for 
further explanation of QR codes. Issue 49.4 

Membership Secretaries—all correspondence should now be addressed to 
Peter Johnson; full handover from Bryan Smart may take several months more. 
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Autumn Already 

 

The 
Knowle 
Society  

Registered Charity No: 1111085 Established to maintain the character of the Village 

This article is being written at the end of August after another apology for a summer. In Scotland, the whisky 
industry refers to August as the ‘Silent Season’ – no new whisky is made during that month. In what used to be 
known as ‘Fleet Street’ the month was often the ‘Silly Season’ when stories that would not have seen the light of day 
normally would be published. We have no meetings of the Society in August but it certainly does not mean that 
nothing much happens – on the contrary. You will see from the reports from my fellow Trustee Directors that they 
have been very busy. Leighton Jones has prepared another of his extremely comprehensive responses to proposals 
from the Council, this time with regard to future housing requirements. In it he reflects the Society’s view that any 
new housing in Knowle must be very limited, obviously of good design and above all aimed at the first time buyer or 
‘down-sizer’. We hope that the Council will listen. Janet Erzen and her History group together with Dave Pinwell 
have been preparing a 2012 calendar to celebrate our 50th anniversary. It features reproductions of paintings by 
Mike Humphreys, a local artist who suffered a stroke a while ago and has taught himself to paint with his weaker 
hand. The paintings are basically views of the High Street and, I hope you will take it from me, really stunning. The 
calendar ‘hits the streets’ at the beginning of October so please look out for it at the Oxfam shop and else where. 
It’s a ‘must have’ for next year. See Janet’s article for more details. 
 
Several changes in personnel will be proposed at the AGM in February relating to Trustee Directors. You may know 
that my term as chairman will come to an end and Leighton Jones will be proposed as my successor. David Watson, 
recently retired as a GP, where he was also the accounts supervisor, will be proposed as our new honorary treasurer 
and Peter Johnson will be put forward as our new membership secretary. We also have more probable changes as 
the Society’s secretary and chairman of planning are to be announced later. You will all of course have your say on 
these or any other proposals at the AGM. Leighton has been nobly leading the Walks for many years now and really 
needs some help at the very least. Anybody interested please contact any Trustee Director. 
 

(Continued on page 2) 

Sunday 25th September 
2pm new car park in Fen End Rd 

Temple Balsall Walk 
Tea & cakes to finish 

Monday 3rd October 
10 for 10.30am in Knowle Hall 

Pugin & Hardman—A Passion for Gothic 
Michael Fisher [50 (balloted) places—booking only] 

Monday 17th October 
8pm in Knowle Village Hall 

Social Evening—The Strolling Players 
Fish & Chip Supper £6—Members & Guests (booking only) 

Monday 21st November 
8pm in Knowle Village Hall 

Geology & Scenery of Warwickshire - Local Building Stone 
Hugh Jones 

Monday 26th December 
11am in front of the Guild House  

Boxing Day Walk 
Mincepies and Mulled Wine en route (a great family event) 

Monday 16th January 2012 
8pm in Knowle Village Hall 

Toye Kenning and Spencer 
A local company manufacturing military uniforms and accoutrements. Ev
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I feel I ought to deal with what has become somewhat of a contentious issue. Some members may recall at the 
public meeting that we held at Arden with regard to the Kimberley plans that I was asked when I had first 
become aware of the proposals. I confirmed that it had been several months earlier when I had received a 
phone call out of the blue in my then capacity as chairman of our planning committee. This call had been on a 
strictly confidential basis and the people with whom I could discuss the matter for the time being were 
extremely limited and individually specified. Had I not agreed to that stipulation the information would not 
have become available to me or my committee. I have to say that new planning proposals are increasingly 
being dealt with in this way. Developers are obliged by law to consult with the local population in as full a way 
as possible and yet have obvious commercial reasons not to reveal details to possible rivals. Initial confidential 
talks with local ‘stakeholders’ such as Knowle Society give us and them the chance to discuss whether a plan 
will even get off the ground. In at least one case where I was involved I was able to say that the proposals were 
so objectionable in so many ways that the developer was persuaded not to take them any further. I do hope 
that members will view these situations in this light and understand that if officials of the Society are 
approached on a confidential basis it is often necessary and a reflection of how the Society is viewed by others. 
You have the assurance of all committee chairmen that as soon as it is possible the information will be made 
public. 
 
Almost too late to report in this edition, we have to say a very hearty “Well Done” to Leighton Jones. This is 
in general for all his herculean efforts on the Kimberley application, the resounding triumph on the Jacobean 
Lane marina appeal and the response to the LDF and the Housing Needs statement by the Council. Now he has 
received the congratulations of the Inspector on the Stripes Hill marina appeal for the way he contributed to 
that, accompanied with a recommendation that the Society should lead the way similarly on any future appeal. 
The Society is very proud of him and his contribution of the Knowle Society’s standing in the world. 

(Continued from page 1) 
ne
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Peter Ewin—Chairman - Knowle 776381 
chairman@knowlesociety.org.uk 

‘KNOWLE AS I SEE IT’ - PHOTO COMPETITION RESULTS 
A major objective behind the Society’s recent Photographic Competition for young people was to 
encourage them to take a fresh interest in their local community. The Society also hoped that it would gain 
experience in making connections with young people and could explore whether there were openings for a 
youth activity within the Society. The resulting competition proved to be successful in generating interest in 
the qualities of Knowle; the other objective is much longer term. 
 
Entrants were asked to capture something that they liked in Knowle and something that they disliked; this 
theme seemed to be one that caught their imagination and the results displayed a keen awareness of those 
things that enhance a community and those that can disfigure it. Initially it looked as if we had missed the 
mark with the competition but as the deadline approached we received a mini-rush of entries; with pupils 
from Arden being the contributors of those entries. 
 
After judging by our invited panel, the Chairman of the Society Peter Ewin and Bill Bohanna, who heads up 
the Society’s newly formed Community Liaison activities, paid a visit to an Arden assembly to present the 
awards of some photographic editing software to the two winners of the different age groups. This black 
and white printed newsletter cannot display the winning colour photographs so you are invited to see these 
on our website—http://www.knowlesociety.org.uk/node/330 (you must include the full address shown 
here) however, pictured here are the two winners and the Society’s and school’s representatives. 

 
The Society is delighted with the results of the 
competition, the enthusiasm of the school and the pupils 
who took part.  

Bill Bohanna - Knowle 739390 

Lucinda Baker (right) and Sophie 
Leonard (left) of Arden Academy - joint 
winners of the Society's Youth Photo 
Competition ‘Knowle as I see it’ pictured 
with Peter Ewin (Knowle Society, left), 
Pauline Astle (Head of Art, Arden) & Bill 
Bohanna (Knowle Society, right). Winning photos 
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I thought I’d better start my article this time by reporting back on some of the matters I mentioned last time, 
so here goes:- 

JACOBEAN MOORINGS 
As I’m sure you will all have heard by now, the efforts of the Society and the local residents were successful in 
persuading the Planning Inspector that the proposal was inappropriate for this location, particularly as it was in 
the Green Belt.  Her closing statement read:- 
 
“I consider the other considerations advanced in support of the development, either individually or 
cumulatively, would not clearly outweigh the harm by reason of inappropriateness and the other harm I have 
identified.  The appeal fails.” 
 
While this is the end of this particular application the question remains as to what the owner of the fields will 
plan to do next.  He is within his rights to come back with another application for development, even one for a 
marina.  Alternatively he could propose some other development or decide to lease it out for agricultural use.  
We hope he settles on the latter. 

STRIPES HILL FARM MARINA 
In the meantime we have been kept busy with the hearing of the appeal against refusal of permission for the 
even larger marina at the bottom of Knowle Locks.  The hearing was originally listed for 4 days in the middle 
of July.  As most people could have forecast, we didn’t get anywhere near finishing in this time.  
Unfortunately it was not possible to carry straight on, due to other commitments of the Inspector and the 
lawyers (who are unfortunately such key figures in these things).  The earliest dates that could be agreed were 
7 – 9 September.  I do hope we will have finished in this time, but I have my doubts.  Even if the hearings have 
been completed it will be some time before we get the result.  The inspector has to go through all the 
evidence again, both written and oral.  She also has to look at the law as it applies and to be aware of the 
decisions in similar cases.  We must just hope that she takes good note of the Jacobean Moorings decision, 
which rested on very similar factors. 

KNOWLE DECORATING & BUILDING SUPPLIES 
There has been a big change to the plans for these premises.  The developers who planned to convert them 
into four houses received an alternative offer from another company, which they accepted.  The plans, which 
have been approved, will restore a retail shop, although very different from the original use.  They are for a 
fashion boutique, complete with design and manufacturing areas and a café.  One of the former stores in the 
rear yard is to be converted into a two bedroom house and the other into a photographic studio for the use of 
the owner.  The plans for the buildings are very much in sympathy with the area, being in the Conservation 
Area and we wish the owner all the best.  The alterations to the buildings are already well under way and the 
business should be open fairly soon. 

SAINSBURY STORE IN DORRIDGE 
The planning application for this has been submitted and may have been settled by the time you read this.  
While we are very aware of the need to revitalise Forest Court and provide improved shopping for Dorridge 
residents, we are still convinced that this store is too big for its location.  We therefore objected, due to the 
impact of the additional traffic it would generate, much of which will come through Knowle.  We are glad to 
have achieved one modest success, in convincing Sainsbury that the delivery lorries should not come through 
the High Street, but come up the Warwick Road from the south.  This still means they will have to drive along 
Station Road, which we feel is not at all suitable for such large vehicles.  We tried to convince them to come 
from the Stratford Road and under the railway bridge, but they wouldn’t accept this option. 

WAITROSE 
The revised planning applications for the store and associated works, such as changes to parking, should have 
been submitted by now.  We will be studying them in detail to see how the comments that everyone made 
have improved the plans.  There are some good points we’ve already been told about, but we’ll be studying 
the plans in detail before deciding what comments to make to the Council and whether generally to support 
the proposal or not. 

LONGDON HALL 
This is situated in the middle of Copt Heath golf course and is a significant building in the history of Knowle.  
It belonged to Lady Byron, the wife of the poet, although it doesn’t seem as if she lived there at any time.  Its 
condition has gradually deteriorated over recent years and the golf club has been trying to decide what to do 

(Continued on page 4) 
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about it.  They recently decided to offer it for sale with a condition that it be refurbished and returned to use 
as a private house.  It has been bought and emergency repairs are already underway.  As it is a ‘Listed’ 
building anything more than repairs and maintenance that affects or alters its appearance will need planning 
permission and we are looking out for the application.  As long as the plans are sympathetic we will support 
them and be very glad that this important building is being saved from risk of collapse. 

NATIONAL & LOCAL PLANNING CHANGES 
I now need to bring you up to date with changes in the national and local planning areas (as far as I can, 
because things are changing almost weekly).  I mentioned last time that the Council is in the middle of writing 
the outline plans for the development of Solihull over the next fifteen years or so.  Quite a bit of progress had 
been made before the elections in May, but then control of the Council changed.  The new administration 
decided that the consultations with the public that had taken place were not good enough, so they have 
carried out some more. 
 
One of the events they ran was one at which we were represented.  This was an attempt to explain that more 
land would need to be allocated to housing across the Borough.  You will be aware that the original plans 
included the allocation of several sites around Knowle & Dorridge for housing within the period of the plan.  
Our view is that there are too many houses planned for this area and we are trying to persuade the Council 
that the additional housing should be spread more evenly across the Borough.  There is no doubt that we will 
have to take a share, perhaps a fairly large one.  We are clearly of the view that whatever housing is allowed 
should consist of a mixture of types and include at least some housing that is targeted at those who cannot 
normally afford to buy locally.  We believe it is important for the well-being of the village for there to be a 
rich variety of individuals and families and the generally high prices of houses in Knowle restrict this aim.  The 
last thing we need in Knowle is another estate of look-alike large family houses for sale at high prices. 
 
As well as changes to the local planning outlook, there are major changes going on at national level.  The 
Government has published a consultation draft of a new National Planning Policy Framework that it hopes 
will simplify the planning system.  I am all in favour of that, having had to learn my way round the tortuous 
current documentation.  However, I feel they have gone too far, sweeping away very important protections 
in the process.  The most worrying feature is the statement that ‘the answer to a planning application should be 
YES’ unless there are very strong reasons why not.  I appreciate the need to ensure that good plans which will 
enhance local communities and improve the economy should be allowed, but there is a real risk that we will 
be ‘throwing the baby out with the bath water’ and allowing development that spoils communities.  (I’ve 
never understood how this could really happen in practice, but it’s a good saying!) 
 
While all this is going on the ‘Localism Bill’ is wending its way through Parliament.  While there are good 
things in this, freeing local communities to take the lead in all sorts of areas, we have some concerns that it 
could become an exercise in dumping unpopular and uneconomic activities onto voluntary organisations like 
the Society, without providing the resources to carry them out.  One of the areas we would be glad to have 
more influence over, although not more control of is that of planning and the future development of the 
village.  We don’t see that the Society, while being an important part of Knowle life, should or could take on 
itself the role of deciding on matters that ought to be the remit of a body democratically elected by the local 
community.  However the Planning Policy Framework goes clearly against localism in this area.  A 
conundrum indeed. 

(Continued from page 3) 

Leighton Jones – Knowle 773894 

Leighton Jones leads the Society’s 
regular programme of walks but rarely 
appears on photographs of these walks 
as he is usually behind the camera, so 
let’s reverse the story! Equally rarely 
(especially this summer) has been the 
need to take shelter from the rain. 
Leighton carries a rucksack with 
everything needed for an emergency (he 
does his risk assessments!) but can he 
mitigate against a falling tree in a 
lightning strike? He would welcome 
someone to take on this mantle as he 
stands for the Chairmanship of the 
Society next year. Leighton Jones 

Sheltering from the storm 
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AIRPORT—NOISE MONITORING 
We have requested that the Airport Company carry out a noise survey in Knowle which will include a written report on 
flight paths and noise levels. We have asked for it to be carried out in September which is a busy month for aircraft 
movements. A report will be made available to The Knowle Society for viewing. 
• To register Noise complaints telephone 0121 7677433 

POLICE MATTERS 
Neighbourhood policing is now up and running. To contact our Neighbourhood team: 
• Telephone: 0345 113 5000 ext 7928 6666 
• e.mail: knowledorridge@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk 
• For emergencies or crime in progress: 999 
• To report crimes that have happened and non urgent matters: 0345 113 5000 
• For advice on safer homes go to the interactive web site: www.west-midlands.police.uk/saferhomes 

SMBC—RESURFACING 
The resurfacing of the High Street has been successfully completed and at the time of press road markings are 
being reintroduced. The Knowle Society’s suggestion of reducing widths as allowed in a conservation area is 
being incorporated. 

SMBC—TRAFFIC FLOW THROUGH KNOWLE HIGH STREET 
As part of general discussion between SMBC and the Society the 
question of improving general traffic flow was raised.  For us this 
means The High Street and limiting possible damage by heavy 
traffic passing listed buildings within the Conservation Area. 
SMBC has asked for us to put forward suggestions for the 
medium /long term. This is an opportunity for members to put 
forward ideas for The Knowle Society to take forward. 
Parameters for your suggestions include: 
• Confine to Conservation Area 
• Consider both through traffic and access for business and 

trades 
• Regard the High Street as a blank sheet  regarding signage, 

turns, markings, crossings, etc 
• Will ultimately have to conform with  the Road Traffic Act 
 
For brief comments and suggestions please send to: 
Lilla Baker, 130 Lodge Road, Knowle, Solihull B93 0HF 
or email: trafficflow@knowlesociety.org.uk any comments should include at least the following 
information please:  Name / Road / Postcode / Suggestion or comment 
  
Finally—we have vacancies on our committee. If you would like to come along to one of our 
monthly meetings to see how we operate please get in touch 
with me. 
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John Rowley - Knowle 778289 

As it was—could it ever be the same again? 
The High Street looking towards Solihull with 
plenty of free-for-all garden manure! 

BUSY, BUSY! 
At a recent meeting the Trustee Directors were concerned with the relatively short lead-time available for 
response to major issues that present the Society with a challenge to consult, consider and compile a 
viewpoint; these are often not compatible with the timing and quarterly frequency of our newsletter. Our 
opinion is sought because we are a large and we believe a responsible body; those opinions are formed in 
many ways: listening to members at our meetings and just as members of the community, experience gained 
from close interest and discussion with developers, council officers, councillors, discussion in committee, 
input to our discussion forums on the website and occasionally from public meetings where the issue justifies 
such a step. Major issues arising at this time are a probable revised application from Kimberley 
Developments and the next step in the Local Development Framework—the Society is hoping to 
arrange public meetings in respect of both of these, the latter probably having a strong element of information 
as well as listening to your views. Keep checking our website for any announcements and have your say. 
 
LIGHT UP 
Coming up soon with a highly probable, but to be confirmed date, is the switch-on of Christmas lights on 
Monday 28th November—we hope that once again this will prove to be a hugely popular event. 
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Since the Natural Environment Committee was formed in 2010 the Committee has been steadily expanding 
its interests within its brief, which is to safeguard and improve the Open Spaces of Knowle and to protect its 
wildlife. In the April 2010 newsletter I reported that unless we needed to act promptly on a particular issue, 
the Committee’s work would aim towards medium to long term projects. At this time I also reported that we 
were looking at the Warwick Road roundabout and surrounding areas at the junction with Wychwood 
Avenue and Langfield Road, with a view to making this important access roadway to Knowle more attractive 
but at the same time protecting its wildlife. 

WARWICK  ROAD  ROUNDABOUT  UPDATE 
 In my report in the April 2011 newsletter I reported that considerable progress had been made in deciding 
what improvements could be made. Following meetings with the council officers the Council proposed a 
provisional plan which the Committee warmly endorsed. The draft proposals were set out in the newsletter. 
The Committee members are somewhat disappointed at the lack of progress since then but we are hopeful 
that some further progress will be made during the forthcoming winter. 

THE BIG TREE PLANT 
The July newsletter concentrated on ‘The Big Tree Plant in Knowle’ in which Rowland Hopkinson 
mentioned that trees have always been an important feature of the village of Knowle. The Committee was 
very keen to hear your views on the project and we were very pleased to receive the comments of one 
member. It is disappointing that this important initiative does not seem to concern residents as trees are under 
threat. In my first report in the October 2009 newsletter my final comment was “There are considerable 
challenges ahead. Please take time to look at what is happening to the horse chestnut trees on Stripes Hill.” 

AUTUMN LEAVES FALL EARLY 
Articles have been printed in the media about autumn leaf colour arriving early after the dry spring. 
 
The Royal Horticultural Society has referred to the unusually early colour on trees such as maples, hazels, 
liquidambar and laburnum following the dry soil left from the spring. Trees and shrubs are under a lot of 
water stress. It is not fatal because they are well adapted but it makes them get rid of their leaves early. 
Rhododendrons and camellias however need a good soak in the autumn as they form their buds at this time of 
the year. 
 
Horse Chestnut trees have been shedding their leaves early for several years and this is not the result of the 
dry weather but primarily because of a leaf miner moth which will have benefitted this year from the warm 
weather. 

HORSE CHESTNUT – LEAF  MINING MOTH 
Did you notice how the leaves of horse chestnut trees turned brown early this year and wonder why they 
came off the trees early?  The big brown patches are caused by the leaf-mining moth. 
 
This is a relatively new pest in Britain, but it has spread rapidly across the country since it was first identified 
by the RHS entomologists in Wimbledon in 2002. It had probably been present in that area for at least a year 
before it was discovered.  The pest is now widespread in much of England and is spreading into Wales.  The 
tiny brown and silver adult moths lay eggs on the leaves and after hatching, the caterpillars enter the leaves 
and eat the internal tissues.  By August, the foliage was extensively damaged, leading to early leaf fall. 
 
The horse chestnuts produce normal foliage and flowers in the spring but the first signs of leaf mining appear 
during June.  Elongated blotches, at first white but later turning brown, develop on the foliage from mid-June 
onwards.  Caterpillars, or circular pupal cocoons, can be seen within the mined areas if the leaf is held up to 
the light. By August, most of the leaf area may be affected, giving the impression that the tree is dying, but the 
long term effects are still not known. 
 
We can help control the disease by collecting and burning fallen leaves This will reduce the  numbers of  
overwintering pupae. Alternatively, the leaves can be composted in sealed bags that are kept closed until the 
following July, by which time the adult moths will have emerged and died. This can delay the build up of 
damage during summer but is only worthwhile for isolated trees where most of the fallen leaves can be 
gathered up. 
 
There are some chestnuts that are not attacked or suffer only slight damage.  There is more information on 
the Royal Horticultural web site at :- http://apps.rhs.org.uk/advicesearch/Profile.aspx?pid=533 

(Continued on page 7) 
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FOOTNOTE 
Other trees and plants are at risk from pests, viruses, etc. so there is a continual need for awareness and  
protection of our natural environment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[This image of leaf mining moth damage becomes apparent very dramatically in colour—see the back page of this newsletter 
for the means to view this in colour on our website.—Ed] 

(Continued from page 6) 

TAKEN FROM THE RECORDS OF KNOWLE BY T W DOWNING PUBLISHED IN 1914 
On April the 15th 1779. Mr Felton exhibited a large collection of Roman coins, formed into a mass in the urn 
in which they were found, of which he gave the following account,----- In the summer of 1778, within the 
manor of Knowle and parish of Hampton in Arden in the County of Warwickshire, in ploughing, the share of 
the plough struck against an earthen urn of a dark brown colour and rude workmanship, which being broken 
by the shock, its contents were found to be a mass of Roman coins, in weight about 15 pounds. Many of the 
coins, which had fallen from the lump, proved to be those of Gallienus, his wife Salonina the senior, the 
younger Tetricus and other usurpers in Britain, during the reign of Gallienus. They were mostly copper, or 
that metal washed with tin or silver. 
 
The spot on which the urn was found is an eminence as considerable as any in that part of the country. It bears 
no mark of any tumulus but appears to have very ancient, and lies about a mile and a half north of the remains 
of Roman Station, recognized as such by Sir William Dugdale, now called Arborough Banks, which possibly 
has been of some consequence, as it encompasses about ten acres of land. It is about 10 miles North East of 
Alcester, whose name and position on the Iknield Street denote its consequence, while Britain was a province 
of the Roman Empire. It is also about 20 miles South West of the Watling Street, and 12 miles North West of 
the Foss. 
 
Do you have any information to add, like the current location of the coins and a more exact location of the find, if so please 
email history@knowlesociety.org.uk. 

Ian Simmonds - Knowle 778692 

Bill Bohanna - Knowle 739390 
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e The Knowle Society celebrates its 50th anniversary next year, 2012.  As part of our celebrations to mark this 
event we are producing a calendar with a different picture each month of Knowle at the present time.  The 
pictures are copies of watercolours painted by a local artist who suffered a stroke two years ago.   He had to 
learn to use his left hand and as part of his therapy he started to paint pictures of the village, with truly amazing 
results. 
 
There will be a small exhibition of Mike’s paintings including the ones used for the calendar, in the Knowle 
Society Local History Centre (upstairs in Knowle Library) commencing: 

Saturday 1 October 2011  10.30am – 3.30pm.   
The calendar will be available for purchase on the above date and afterwards from Knowle Library; Oxfam 
Bookshop, High Street, Knowle and in The Knowle Society Local History Centre on Saturday mornings 10am 
– 12.30pm. Proceeds (after costs) go to charity. 

ON THE SHOP FRONT 
Sadly, yet another shop has hit the (fairy) dust.  Fairy Good Ideas in Greville Court has closed down.  This 
delightful shop will be missed by lots of local children and indeed adults also, the writer included.  I found this 
shop quite enchanting! What used to be Victoria Wine is now empty premises again and no one seems to 
know what its fate will be. At the time of going to press The Fireplace Studio in Station Road had just announced 
its closing down sale. Also in Station Road, Bonhams has announced that it will shortly cease holding sales but 
will not be closing down.  It will remain open for valuations etc retaining two general valuers and specialist 
teams covering ceramics, jewellery and silver. The majority of sales will move either to Oxford or 
Chester.  The last sale will be on 31st December. 
 
On a more positive note, the empty florist shop opposite Tesco in the precinct has now become Royle 
Household selling a variety of kitchenware and hardware. The shop is being run by Janet and Pete Royle.  Janet, 
a lot of you will remember was until recently editor of the Parish Magazine, and her husband Pete is a popular 
local plumber. Being local people and with Pete’s knowledge of hardware and with the support of local people, 
the shop should be a thriving success. Since the closure of Knowle Building & Decorating Supplies, it has been 
necessary to make a trip into Solihull to buy a packet of nails or screws, so it will be good to have a local shop 
where we can obtain such items again. 
 
At the top of Kimbell’s Walk where Prom Misses used to be, there is now a new children’s boutique Zebra 
Kids.  Run by a mum of two young children, Tracey Cullen, the shop will cater for ages 0 – 10years and will 
offer designer clothing such as Joules, Emile et Rose and others, plus more affordable lines for everyday wear.  
Baby changing facilities are available and a kiddie friendly corner where your children can play whilst you have 
a browse. 
 
We wish both of the above shops every success in their new ventures and don’t forget everyone; use them or 
lose them. 

LOCAL HISTORY TALKS & VISITS FOR 2012 
Details still have to be finalised but provisionally, they are; 
 
February Talk by Audrey Duggan– How Scandal came to Ullenhall 
 
April – Visit to Compton Verney by coach 
 
July Talk by John Yates – Another funny Thing happened on the way to the Register Office 
 
September  Visit to Stoneleigh Abbey – own transport 
  
November  Talk by Barbara Waller – Daisy, Countess of Warwick 
 

THEN & NOW – NOT MUCH DIFFERENCE! 
In the early 1800s there was a succession of bad harvests which caused wheat to become very dear which in 
turn resulted in distress and discontent among the working classes.   Not surprising when you realise that the 
price of a loaf of bread rose from 6d (2½p) to a staggering 1s 6d (7½p).  In addition, if the price was under 
80/- per quarter, the Corn Laws of 1815 prohibited the importation of wheat for home consumption.  This 
act enabled farmers and landowners to keep prices up causing great hardship to the working classes whose 

(Continued on page 9) 
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average wage was only 18/- (90p) per week for artisans and as little as 9/- (45p) per week for farm labourers. 
Lack of money and food led to rioting, burning down haystacks and buildings and stealing or maiming animals.  
Gangs from Birmingham pillaged, stole, vandalised and destroyed. Sound familiar? 
 
Eventually the gangs became even bigger and more organised due to criminals joining them who had been 
driven out of London by Sir Robert Peel’s successful Metropolitan Police Force and dispersed among the 
provincial towns and cities. When these towns and cities also organised efficient police forces, the law 
breakers took to the rural areas where the local Parish constable, usually unpaid and often unfit, was unable to 
provide the protection needed.  The farmers, landowners and businessmen therefore decided to form an 
association for their mutual defence, by financing prosecutions and making the old hue and cry method more 
effective. 
 
The Knowle Association for the Prosecution of Offenders, known locally as The Felons was one such association (we 
think it was known as The Felons because in Tanworth they had a more ancient society which used the word 
Felons instead of Offenders).  The association was formed in the 1800s to deal with offences against persons or 
property. It offered rewards ranging from 5/- to 10guineas for information leading to the conviction of 
offenders and covered amongst other crimes; housebreaking, highway robbery, the theft of lead or ironwork, 
the destruction of hedges, fences, stiles, gates or bridges, stealing potatoes, turnips, pigs or poultry.  If you 
think about it, most of these things are still going on, even highway robbery - people are robbed in their cars 
and outside banks, stealing potatoes etc - allotments are vandalised, and there is even still cattle rustling going 
on, so,  doesn’t it all sound very familiar! 
 
In 1846 came the repeal of the Corn Laws hastened by the famine in Ireland in 1845.  The Corn Law and 
others had to be suspended; corn, cattle and other produce were freely imported and in 1849 free trade in 
corn was made legal and everyone benefitted.  The working classes were no longer on the borderline of 
starvation and the need for associations such as The Felons eased off.  It is still in existence but their main 
activity is a get together for their annual dinner, still held in November on the Tuesday nearest to the full 
moon.  Originally, this was so that they had a light night for their journey (no street lamps in those days and 
lots of villains about). It is now over 200 years since the formation of The Felons, not a lot has changed, has it?  
Maybe The Felons could still have a purpose today? 

MORE HISTORY LESSONS FROM THE 1500S 
Houses had thatched roofs, thick straw piled high with no wood underneath.  It was the only place for animals 
to get warm so all the cats and other small animals (mice, bugs) lived in the roof.  When it rained it became 
slippery and sometimes the animals would slip and fall off the roof.  Hence the saying; “It’s raining cats and 
dogs”. There was nothing to stop things falling into the house.  This posed a real problem in the bedroom 
where bugs and other droppings could mess up your nice clean bed.  Hence a bed with big posts, and a sheet 
hung over the top afforded some protection.  That’s how canopy beds came into existence. 
 
The floor was dirt, only the wealthy had something other than dirt hence the saying “dirt poor”.  The wealthy 
had slate floors that would get slippery in the winter when wet, so they spread thresh (straw) on the floor to 
help keep their footing.  As the winter wore on they added more thresh until, when you opened the door, it 
would all start slipping outside.  A piece of wood was placed in the doorway to prevent this.  Hence the saying  
“thresh hold”. 
 
More in the next issue. 

(Continued from page 8) 

Janet Eržen - Knowle 779040  

CAN YOU HELP? 
The Local History Centre was approached recently for help on a company that will be well-known to some 
people in Knowle. The Society provided a little information but perhaps members can help further as the 
enquirer is writing a book and is looking for as much information as he can get; he writes: 
 
John Bowen and Sons Ltd – Birmingham Builders – latterly of Station Road Knowle 
The history is being researched into this Birmingham building Company, well known for many Birmingham 
buildings, including The Victoria Law Courts in Corporation Street and Hollymoor Asylum at Rubery. The 
company moved from Balsall Heath to Knowle in the 1960s and any information as to the company’s address 
in Station Road, the buildings constructed by the firm or of its employees or of William Corbett, another 
Knowle company with which it was associated, would be gratefully received. The company is known to have 
owned a house in Station Road named Fircroft. Please contact Anthony Collins on 07979 247400 or by email to 
anthonyrcollins@btinternet.com if you can help in any way. 
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NEW LOOK WEBSITE 
It came too late for the July newsletter but on 15th July the 
Society’s website underwent its biggest ever revision and 
now looks and feels quite different. The changes will make it 
much easier to create new material that looks consistent 
with the rest of the site and it will be much easier to enable 
the task of site management to be picked up by other people 
in future. One big advantage of the new look site is that it 
now boasts a very powerful search facility that looks across 
all the material on the site. 
 
One of the best features of the old site was the excellent Local History Archive catalogue and its related search 
facility. This part of the old website has been retained and is linked into directly from the new website, so you 
will still enjoy something of the colourful look of the old site! An important point to understand though is that 
the search facility on the main website and the search facility of the Archive pages do not encompass each 
other’s material. In other words you cannot search for information on the Society’s Local History scrapbooks 
from the search tool on the main website but must first go to the Archive search tool. Similarly you cannot 
look up a recent news story on the Archive search tool but must go to the main website for the search tool 
there. This situation is unlikely to change in the future but is also not too difficult for web users to understand. 
 
QR CODES—WHAT ON EARTH ARE THESE? 
These strange new squares with lots of little black squares inside are seen everywhere nowadays and you are 
seeing them here in this newsletter for the first time. We like to be a helpful and friendly Society and just as 
we have sought in the past to improve your understanding of the vagaries of local recycling arrangements, so 
we aim to lead you into the new world of QR codes. 
 
QR stands very simply for Quick Response and is a new type of barcode. We are all used to traditional ‘single 
dimension’ barcodes, a series of short parallel lines of varying thickness that can be machine read and help 
organisations to manage their stocks and sales—these are used every day when we buy items in supermarkets. 
The scanner only needs to read across the code. The new QR codes are two-dimensional as they have to be 
read across and down; also rather obviously they are capable of holding a lot more information. The big 
difference between the past and present is that many of us now have Smartphones and many (but not yet all) of 
these have a barcode reader app(lication) which uses the built-in camera of the phone to view the code and 
then decode it. If there is more information to be encoded then the QR code is automatically made bigger. 
 
The clever bit then is that if this QR code has been used to encode a web hyperlink (URL) then the phone 
displays that URL and can, if so wished, log straight on to that website. This means that wherever a URL is  
displayed, it is no longer necessary for someone to note down this complicated and precise information and 
then type it into their phone or computer (sometimes getting it wrong) but it is all done for them. We have 
provided some QR codes in this issue to some web links that you might find useful (see below). 
 
Since the penetration of Smartphones is growing all the time and the probability is that all of them will be able 
to read QR codes, these will become increasingly useful tools. It is possible for example to present text of any 
sort, it doesn’t have to be a web link—we send you such a message in one of the codes below. Imagine a 
situation in a museum or gallery where the exhibits also have a QR code; this could link the phone user to a 
webpage or even just a note which gives extra or updated information about that exhibit. 
 
If you have a mobile phone using Android (e.g. Google) or Symbian (e.g. Nokia) operating systems then you 
can probably do it already. If you have an Apple or Blackberry (the phones not the fruit!) you will probably 
need to download a suitable app. The QR codes below will enable you to (1) view the Society’s website, (2) 
go to the webpage holding all the old newsletters (3) go directly to the Local History Archive catalogue and 
finally (4) to read a short message from us. Enjoy! Why not give it a go here, now? 
 

1 -The Knowle Society 2 – Newsletters 3 – Archive 4 – A message! 
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Before the summer break we have had  just two talks from the Midlands area with differing viewpoints to look 
back on. One looking to the future and the other looking backwards in time. 
 
Looking forwards we had a detailed presentation Rewriting the Book – The Library 
of Birmingham on the plans for the new Library of Birmingham which is 
scheduled to open in summer 2013. The project will bring many new facilities 
to the library and is designed to be a “hub for the region and an engine for the 
knowledge and creative economies” It will be physically connected to the 
Birmingham Repertory Theatre, with the aim of bringing together the written 
and spoken word through drama, poetry and performance. The size and scope of 
the project was very well explained by Sara Rowell (left) the client projects 
manager at the library. Her illustrated presentation provoked much discussion 
during the question session at the end of the evening as the impact of the move 
and new facilities to be provided came as a pleasant surprise to most of the 
audience. 

 
Now the converse – looking to the past. The talk on the leather trade of Walsall by 
David Mills (Walsall Leather Museum) showed just what a powerhouse for industry 
the Midlands area was in the past. For two hundred years Walsall people have been 
making some of the world's finest saddles and leather goods with clients including  the 
armed forces and the Royal family. The  museum  is housed in a restored leather 
factory and includes the chance to watch skilled leather workers in the process of hand-
crafting leather goods such as wallets and purses and even  perhaps the chance to have-
a-go yourself. 
 
The talk gave a fascinating insight into the history of a skill that has endured until the 
present day with Walsall still being home to over ninety leather companies between 
them making an astonishing variety of items which are exported to most parts of the 
world. 
 

We have one last meeting this year on  the 21st November about the Geology and stone of Warwickshire. 
 
The meetings for 2012 (all on Mondays at 8pm) are now all confirmed with the full schedule shown below. It 
is also now available to view on the website. 
 
January 16th Toye Kenning & Spencer 
The history of a local company manufacturing military uniforms and accoutrements. 
 
February 20th Annual General Meeting 
The first of our re-timed AGMs, no longer taking place in November. The formal notice and relevant papers 
will appear in the January newsletter. 
 
March 19th Windows on Windsor  
James Woodward; Canon of St George’s Chapel Windsor and former Master of the Lady Katherine Leveson 
Foundation at Temple Balsall.  
 
April 16th Metal Detecting 
 
June 18th History of Tennis 
 
July 16th Prime Ministers in the Midlands 
 
September 17th Images of Nature 
 
October 15th Quiz Night 
An event for members and their guests only—includes a fish and chip supper. 
 
November 19th A History of Ullenhall 
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Charles Robinson - Knowle 775770 
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FOOTNOTE FROM OUR CHAIRMAN 
The Society has been speaking to the Council about the possibility of measures 
designed to improve traffic safety in the High Street. Several ideas have been 
proposed and the Council has intimated that it might well consider one or all of 
them if the effect will be to make things easier. The Society believes that most if 
not all of our members will share our anxiety over aspects of the use of the 
High Street, particularly at peak times. As and when the matter is more 
advanced, we shall of course let our members know the details so that they can 
form an opinion on what is proposed. [See Page 5 for an invitation to comment] 
 
Some of you may be aware of the Council’s proposals for future housing in the 
borough [see Page 4]. Knowle has been pinpointed for three possible sites for 
new estates - at Four Ashes which is strictly speaking outside our area of 
interest, the Middlefield estate and the two fields between Crabmill Close and 
the football and cricket grounds which have been highlighted for many years as 
a possible site. Reactions were required by September 30th and accordingly our 
detailed comments were prepared by Leighton Jones and sent before that 
deadline. It will be some years before anything tangible happens but any 
member who wishes to would be well advised to check the details on the 
websites of the Council and the Society so that you may feel in possession of all 
the facts. 
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the 14 new members 
listed opposite. 
 
The Knowle Society has 
around 3000 members; can 
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WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO THE AGM PAPERS? 
You may be wondering (but perhaps not after all!) why there are no AGM 
announcements in this issue; yes, this was historically our ‘AGM’ issue but at 
the last AGM in November 2010 the members voted in favour of a proposal 
that the annual meeting should be put back until February to enable more time 
for the end of year accounts to be prepared. This means that there will be no 
meeting in 2011 though the reports and accounts will still cover the same 
twelve month period. We are planning to provide the AGM notice in the 
January 2012 issue of this newsletter. 

ONLINE VIEWING OF THIS ISSUE 
As always, a colour view of this newsletter may be seen on 
the website, this is especially helpful with the picture in the 
Natural Environment article; follow the Newsletters link in 
the menu on the left of the home page of the website. The 
password on the right of this article will gain access for 
members, however no password is needed after three 
months. To go there directly (password still needed as 
above) use this QR code. See the article on Page 10 for 
further explanation of QR codes. Issue 49.4 

Membership Secretaries—all correspondence should now be addressed to 
Peter Johnson; full handover from Bryan Smart may take several months more. 


