
The annual spectacle of the 
switching-on of the Christmas 

Lights in the village drew one of 
the largest crowds ever gathered on 
Wednesday 27th November. 

As ever, the illuminating of 
the bulbs was preceded by groan 
inducing jokes from the Vicar. The 
new incumbent, Rev Geoff Lanham, 
proved more than a match for his 
predecessor when it came to crafting 
a seasonal pun. 

With the help of Santa, on his 
annual visit to the Guild House, he 
then led the countdown to the lights 
appearing on the tree, donated by 
the Society, as well as around the 
shops, as arranged by the traders.

 Santa was then kept for a full 
hour afterwards to meet a host of 
local children.

The village continued to buzz 
with activity for several more hours 
as the annual Late Night Shopping 
evening, enhanced by street food and 
two rooms of pop-up shops at the 
Greswolde for the first time, drew 
even more crowds to the village.

Thanks to the Church, the shops, 
the Lions, the Round Table, the 
Ardennaires, Visit Knowle and a 
huge number of volunteers who 
planned, supported  and oversaw a 
much appreciated village event.
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NEWSLETTER

The Lights Went On and the Shops Stayed Open  
Local Railways
Ian Kay
Annual General Meeting 
Includes refreshments after the formal business 
Giants in the Sky - The Zeppelin in World War One
David Skillen
Hidden Ways Around Knowle
Meet at Knowle Park Car Park, 4 miles
Guest Speaker 
To be confirmed - PLEASE NOTE NEW START TIME

Monday January 20th
8.00pm in the Village Hall
Saturday February 22nd
3.00pm in the Village Hall
Monday March 16th
8.00pm in the Village Hall
Sunday March 29th
2.00pm start 
Monday April 20th
7.30pm in the Village HallEv
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Crowds gather for the annual pre-Christmas celebration            Photo: Jill Bradbury 
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Contemplating the Future for Knowle on the Golf Course
Andrew Marston takes time to reflect as we begin a new decade

I write this article at the start of an early day in 
December following a bright, sunny but cold – 

and frosty - dawn which I find quite exhilarating 
when walking the family dog across Copt Heath Golf 
Course, keeping to the public footpath, of course.

It is during these walks that I find myself ‘putting 
to rights’ the problems of the country and of The 
Society.  

I often ask myself the question if we (my fellow 
Trustee Directors and I) are doing enough (or indeed, 
can we do more?) to ensure, as best as we can, that 
our Society continues to assist in keeping Knowle 
somewhere in which we all wish to live, enjoy and, 
for those who do, work here and also to be a part of 
the community in the village.

The recent wreath-laying ceremony at the 
Parish Church’s recently refurbished Memorial 
demonstrated to me, by the large number of local 
organisations also present, that there is indeed, a very 
active community. 

This Newsletter’s cover article, regarding the 
switching-on the Christmas lights, also demonstrates 
this and gives rise to positive views for the future.

We, the Trustee Directors, cannot do it all by 
ourselves and we need your help even if by just being 
present but also by making us aware of anything that 
is important to you. 

Copt Heath Golf Course - good for contemplation

Together, we need to ensure that Knowle will survive, 
not only from any challenge that might come our 
way from the future impact of Government, local or 
central, but also from any obstacles to a continuing 
use of the various facilities which there are on offer 
here in Knowle. 

We already have the continuing problems of a 
poor bus service and traffic congestion. We are 
also possibly faced with potential lack of adequate 
schooling and other important communal facilities 
such as libraries, medical and dental surgeries, should 
approval be given to even half of the number of new 
houses which the Council projects.  

Recommendations on this are expected during 
next year. However, with the support of everyone 
living and working here, I am confident we, members 
and non-members alike, will be up to the resultant 
challenge.

By the time that you read this article, we will be 
past the Christmas and New Year festivities and into 
2020. 

I hope you will all have enjoyed these and also that 
this New Year will be a happy and prosperous one for 
everyone.

Andrew Marston
chairman@knowlesociety.org.uk

Knowle 774082
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Our garage is now free of sacks of bulbs! More 
than 20 sacks of daffodil and crocus bulbs were 

delivered to our garage on the 17 October, ready for 
the final planting in the grass verges around Knowle. 

We didn’t manage to get as much help as in 
previous years but were delighted to have help, yet 
again, from the young 4th Knowle Sea Scouts and the 
Ist Knowle Explorer Scouts. 

Both groups worked energetically, planting up 
areas at the bottom of Warwick Road, and the raised 
circular bed adjacent to the Wilsons Arms. Claire 
from Knowle and Dorridge Lions joined us with her 
daughter. Philip Evans also answered the call for help. 
Both worked hard and made a great contribution.

Family were drawn into the effort and my husband 
helped, not only planting but also carting sacks 
around. The members of the Natural Environment 
Committee (all three of us!) worked over seven 
weeks to make sure that all the bulbs were planted. 

The new area locations where you will hopefully see 
the rewards of our labour in the spring are:- 

• Grass verges in the vicinity of the doctors’ 
surgery;

• Raised circle by the Wilsons Arms ;
• Grassed area and verge at the end of the High 

Street; and 
• Grass verges at the junction of Arden Vale 

Road and Warwick Road.
This was our last bulb planting exercise. We have 
planted in 2015, 2016, 2018 and 2019. Over those 
four years we have planted approximately 135,000 
bulbs in the grass verges around Knowle.

A photo book of the first three years of the bulb 
planting has been made, a reference copy of which is 
available in the Library.  

Liz Hulse
environment@knowlesociety.org.uk

Knowle 773951

N
atural Environm

ent  - Liz H
ulse

Fourth Year of Digging the Verges Sees Final Bulbs Planted 
News from the Natural Environment Committee

Left and centre - 4th Knowle Sea Scouts, right - Claire Bartlett and daughter, below - Ist Knowle Explorer Scouts with the bulb planting team 
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Two Young Winners of our Heritage Day Competition
and an exhibitions update amongst our Local History news

 HERITAGE DAY WINNERS
The winners of our Heritage Day competition for 
young people had not been announced when the 
last Newsletter went to press, so we are pleased to 
feature them here.

Of the many who entered, Henry Bedford, aged 
six, was the winner of the age 4 - 7 competition 
and the winner in the 8 - 12 age group was Evie 
McGoldrick.  

EXHIBITIONS
Concluding shortly, so hurry if you want to see it, is 
our ‘Down Your Way’ exhibition featuring many local 
roads.

Firstly, our thanks must go to Mike Humphreys 
our ‘resident artist’ for the excellent paintings he 
produced to enhance this exhibition, which was 
researched and put together by Local History 
Committee member, Angela Bird.

We have an unwritten rule that we do not normally 
name the person who has taken on an exhibition 
because very often it happens that several members 
become involved helping with research.  

However, on this occasion we feel that Angela 
and Mike deserve recognition for such an excellent 
display, borne out by the many complimentary 
remarks which have been recorded in the Visitors 
Book.  Thank you both.

Leaving the above exhibition in place until the end 
of the year has meant that the intended exhibition 
for the festive season of December, entitled ‘Dorothy 
Ward - Star of Panto and Musical Comedy’ had to be 
cancelled.  However, it may form part of a different 
exhibition being considered for some time towards 
the end of next year.  Watch this space!

Later in January, still in the festive spirit, our 
current exhibition will be replaced by ‘Inns of 
Knowle, Past & Present’. That will be followed in 
April by ‘Knowle Celebrates’.  

Watch out for further details on the exact timing 
of these and for details of further exhibitions in the 
second half of 2020.

 
CHRISTMAS CARDS
This year’s cards had all sold out by mid-November!  
Again our thanks go to Mike Humphreys for the 
wonderful painting of the Library which featured on 
the front of the cards and resulted in them flying off 
the shelf.  

We have not had final figures at the time of writing, 
but think there will be a profit of approximately 
£500 to £550, which will be going to the new 
Chemotherapy ward at Solihull Hospital.

Janet Eržen, 
history@knowlesociety.org.uk

Knowle 779040

Left - Henry Bedford with Janet Eržen, Right - Evie McGoldrick
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Trees in the Conversation Area - have greater protection

New limits for Extensions Place Greater Scrutiny Demands 
Threat to trees and the next Local Plan in Planning Committee news

Looking back over the past 12 months of the 
number and type of planning applications your 

Committee has considered it is quite noticeable that 
there has been a change in the content of many from 
those of a year ago.  

I have mentioned previously the recent increase 
in permitted floor area for house extensions which 
does not require a formal planning application. That 
has, in turn, given rise to applicants seeking to ensure 
their proposals are in keeping with the rules by 
submitting an Application for a Certificate of Lawful 
Development.  

It is not clear why this is happening other than that, 
of those we have considered, some are acceptable 
whilst some would create a change in either the 
external appearance of its front elevation or infill the 
space between it and neighbouring properties.  In 
either situation this impact could be contrary to the 
Neighbourhood Plan which requires us to advise the 
Council.

The Council are, in effect, being asked to make a 
decision whether or not the proposal will, if made as a 
normal planning application, be likely to be approved, 
or not.  However, a Council decision whether to 
approve or refuse such a proposal could, as a result, 
be made on less detail than would otherwise be the 
case in this situation.  

Consequently we, as a Committee, now look 
at every such Certificate of Lawful Development 
application on a ‘just-in-case’ basis. This ensures that 
our interpretation of the application is available as 
part of the Council decision-making process.

With the increase in this type of application we try to 
make sure we do not ‘miss’ one during our selection 
process or due to being late with our submission. 

In light of the Neighbourhood Forum’s required 
role of monitoring all matters that arise from the 
Council that impact on their policies, including 
those of Planning, we have re-introduced our own 
monitoring system of each and every relevant 
planning application received.  

Each application that is considered in detail is 
also subject to reconciliation with the Council’s 
own Local Plan followed finally by the National 
Planning Policy Framework which was last up-dated 
in February 2019.

As also mentioned before, we concentrate our 
efforts on those applications which impact on the 
Conservation Area and one of the latest was the 
proposal for a ground source heat pump heating 
system. This involved some bore holes having to be 
driven into the ground to tap into the heat source at 
some depth.  

Unfortunately, the suggested locations of a 
number of these boreholes were likely to adversely 
impact on trees (given that, in a Conservation 
Area, all trees above a certain diameter are treated 
as though they were subject to a Tree Preservation 
Order). 

The resultant geothermal piles could harm their 
root protection areas as well as the canopies being 
harmed by the piling rigs. Our efforts in the case 
have not fallen on deaf ears and the Council are 
working with the applicant to ensure such damage is 
mitigated as much as possible.

Regarding the next Local Plan, we have yet to see 
anything at all about the Council’s long promised 
infrastructure proposals. Perhaps, though, by the 
time of our next Newsletter in the Spring, we 
might well be aware of the Council’s final proposals 
regarding perceived housing numbers required 
and which Green Belt sites they propose should be 
included.  

As for similar programmes of many Councils, that 
of Solihull in 2017 seems to have ‘slipped’ by at least 
a year, if not 18 months or so, from when we were 
first advised that we might see their final thoughts 
on the matter. 

Andrew Marston
  planning@knowlesociety.org.uk

Knowle 774082

Planning - A
ndrew

 M
arston
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Andrew Marston, as Chairman, welcomed and 
thanked the members attending. The Minutes of 

the 2018 AGM were approved and signed as a true 
record.
Chairman’s Report

Andrew Marston thanked all of the Trustee 
Directors and their Committees for their support 
throughout the year, highlighting the tremendous 
work that had been achieved in so many areas.  

He gave examples of the daffodils, the litter 
picks and flower bed tidying, the liaison work with 
the Council, the critical eye kept on local planning 
applications and the regular exhibitions held at the 
Local History Centre.  

He paid tribute to the work of Bill Bohanna for 
keeping the library open on Saturday afternoons 
with its team of volunteers, to the organisation 
of Newsletter deliveries and to the subscription 
collections, he also commended the walks and the 
varied monthly meetings programmes. 

He referred to the achievement of the adoption 
of the Neighbourhood Plan and highlighted its 
significance for local residents. Lastly he reported on 
the Library Courtyard plans which would be going 
forward as an application for a heritage grant. 
Treasurer’s Report

David Watson presented the Accounts for the year 
ended 30th September 2018, noting a slight decrease 
of £623 in funds on the balance sheet to £24,502. 

The main source of income remained membership 
and subscriptions, although gift aid tax recovery, 
with some donations, helped to increase total income 
to £18,500, an increase of £1,975 over the previous 
year.  

Some project and one-off costs, including those for 
renovation of the High Street telephone kiosk, the 
Owl project and improvements to the Knot Garden, 
resulted in a slight increase in expenditure over the 
previous year. 

Donations had been made to Civic Voice, Knowle 
Football Club and Solihull Hospital.

The accounts, as presented, were approved by the 
members. 
Election of Officers

Andrew Marston as Chairman, Dave Pinwell 
as Deputy Chairman, David Watson as Honorary 
Treasurer and Maria Brown as Secretary were each 
elected for a further year.
Election of Trustee Directors

Lilla Baker, Angela Bird, Elizabeth Hulse, Leighton 
Jones were elected to serve for two-year terms. 
David Bower, Janet Erzen, Martin Warr for three-
year terms. 
Appointment of Independent Examiner

It was proposed, seconded and unanimously 
agreed that West & Company, Accountants, should be 
appointed as Independent Examiner for the accounts 
for a further year.
Any Other Business

Appreciation was recorded for the achievement of 
the restoration of one-hour free parking for Knowle 
as a result of a joint approach by Councillors, local 
traders and Council officers working together with 
the Society.

It was confirmed that the Society would be 
pursuing the now inadequate bus service levels to 
Knowle, especially in light of previous assurances 
that no changes would be made.

Abbreviated Draft Minutes of the 56th AGM of The Knowle Society 
held on Saturday 23 February 2019 (Full copy available on our Website & at AGM) 

Arden Academy Award Winners for 2019
Each year the Society sponsors an award given to students of Arden 
Academy for their endeavour and commitment in the community. 
This year, the two recipients of this Award were Tom Parkin and Freya 
Walker.

Tom is currently spending a year in the Solomon Islands on a Project 
Trust Gap Year, a trip that took some organising and fundraising. Whilst 
at Arden, he threw his hat into the ring for everything and showed 
incredible resilience and maturity in fundraising not only for his own 
trip but for other pupils to go to South Africa, even though he was not 
going with them. 

As one of the Sixth Form Leadership team, Freya showed true leadership qualities, again through involvement in 
fundraising and helping with every school event in the calendar.  Whenever a job needed doing, the first person 
Arden thought of was Freya.                                                                                                                   Bill Bohanna

Tom Parkin and Freya Walker
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The 57th Annual General Meeting - 22nd February 2020  
Members are invited to join us at the Village Hall at 3.00pm

Accounting Summary for the 2018-2019 Financial Year 
to be presented in detail at the AGM in February
Financial results for the Year

The year ending September 30th 2019 saw a 
steady increase in reserves due to less exceptional 
project expenditure. 

This has helped to offset the reduction in income 
from a decline in membership numbers, down from 
3,058 last year to 2,912 this year.

Reserves Policy
The Reserves Policy of the Society is that sufficient 

funds are retained to cover a minimum of one year’s 
normal expenditure. The end of year balance was 
comfortably above that level. 

David Watson, Hon Treasurer
treasurer@knowlesociety.org.uk

A
nnual G
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eeting 2020

37th Knowle Fun Run - May 17th 2020
The Knowle Fun Run, organised each May by Knowle and Dorridge 
Lions, is a major annual fundraising event for many worthwhile local 
and national charities.

The Society contributes to it each year by recruiting and supplying 
some volunteer marshals, just for a few hours. This provides and 
maintains a safe environment for the runners and spectators alike.

Please contact me for further information and to come along and 
join us for this unmissable community event. Everyone is welcome if 
you can spare just a little time to help.

Martin Warr, Knowle 779708
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returning from work of bus services, particularly 
for the A3, A3W, A7 and A8 services. We are now in 
the process of setting up of a working group, in all 
likelihood with two other groups, DDRA Dorridge 
and AAG Alderminster.

LOCALITY WORKING EVENT (EAST)
I attended, along with Dave Pinwell, a meeting at 
which Solihull Council and Police representatives 
outlined work being undertaken by their joint 
Locality Working teams for the East of Solihull, 
which includes Knowle. 

The team has adopted three priorities for the next 
three years:

• Tackling Social/Geographic Isolation and 
Improving Wellbeing ;

• Improving Infrastructure and Connectivity;
• Tackling Pockets of Crime and ASB (Anti -Social 

Behaviour).  

During the event, I met the senior police officer for 
the Locality, Chief Inspector Underwood and gave 
him a copy of our last Newsletter.

A presentation was given during the morning by 
CAVA (Community and Voluntary Action) on the 
wellbeing of those with social needs, particularly 
those who have no one to turn to. 

This reminded me that, with Christmas coming 
up, there is an opportunity to think of those known 
to us. Do you perhaps know of a lonely person near 
you? It might be one of your neighbours.  

(continued opposite)

Improvement Plans, Priorities and Wellbeing Concerns
and other Community Services News

It will be 2020 by the time this Newsletter reaches 
you. Perhaps it is also time to consider what 

initiatives are already in the making that, hopefully, 
will improve our surroundings and wellbeing. 

We are all aware of the general need for new 
housing over the next few years. The Neighbourhood 
Plan passed in March 2019 is clear about how it 
should look and defines what infrastructure should 
be in place to support any new developments in our 
area.  

The Society is concerned about how new housing 
will affect the village and will be doing its best  to 
ensure that provision for  traffic flow, parking, school 
places, doctors’ surgeries and the environment 
concurs with our Neighbourhood Plan.  

AIRPORT
From attending the Airport Consultative Committee  
meetings, I have details of several new publications: 

• the new Masterplan for next 30 years;
• the Noise Action Plan Review;
• the Airport Sustainability Strategy 2020-25; 
• the Statement of Intent to be a Net Zero Carbon 

airport by 2033, (the first airport to set a date 
for this).

All of the above may be viewed on the Birmingham 
Airport web site. 

TRANSPORT
There are real concerns over the frequency, routing 
and connectivity for trains, schools, going to and C
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Three examples of ‘local appearance’ concerns
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Remembering Nimble Bread and the Author George Eliot
Our guest speakers bring them back to life for us 

M
eetings and Social - D

ave Pinw
ell

Kath Reynolds brought to our September meeting 
recollections of foodstuffs that the more mature 

amongst us knew in decades past. 
She had a slide show comprising a host of pictorial 

reminders of long gone consumable classics from 
days past, Nimble anyone? 

This was matched by a table laden with modern 
versions of former best sellers at the convenience 
store, such as Spam and Bird’s Custard Powder. It 
might have surprised a few to find that some of these, 
Camp Coffee, Angel Delight maybe, are still available 
today.

Our October social was another of Peter Ewin’s 
testing but successful Quiz Nights, with fifteen teams 
doing battle and the funds raised being set aside for the 
Knot Garden and Library Courtyard Refurbishment. 

Then, in November, local historian and author, 
David Paterson, brought his wife, Marie, for our talk 
on George Eliot. David told us of her Warwickshire 
upbringing and the influence that had on her books 
and Marie read relevant passages to illustrate the 
points he made.

Mary Ann Evans, Eliot’s real name, was born in 
Arbury. Her father worked for Francis Newdigate at 
Arbury Hall, looking after 8,500 acres of farmland. 
She frequented nearby Nuneaton.

David and Marie cast a spotlight on passages from 
her classics such as Silas Marner, The Mill on the 
Floss and Middlemarch, written years later when she 
lived unconventionally with George Henry Lewes in 
London, reflected North Warwickshire, its communities 
and its personalities. 

PARKING
Parking continues to be an issue which we are working 
on and we hope to regain longer free parking again 
not least to try to restore footfall levels in the village 
to support our High Street and the traders within the 
village. Please use our local shops when you can, they 
have much to offer.

LOCAL APPEARANCE
We will continue, with support from the Council, 
to improve the appearance of Knowle, including the 
precinct flower beds and litter picks. 

We are supporting our traders, in conjunction with 
Visit Knowle, in identifying potential improvements 
to the High Street and surroundings. Some of the 
street furniture, buildings and alleyways, for instance, 
could do with some ‘TLC’. 

Some unpleasant graffiti was sprayed on the small 
football goal in the park, which I reported, and was 
removed promptly, thanks to the Council’s graffiti 
team. 

TELEPHONE KIOSK
New Trustee Director, Dave Fraley has taken on the 
task of making use of the kiosk on the High Street, as 
discussed by our Chair, Andrew Marston in the last 
Newsletter (see more details on Page 10).

Very sadly, the kiosk has subsequently been 
vandalised twice with some panes being smashed.
Dave has repaired these and deserves our thanks. 
If anyone knows who is responsible please speak to 
Mark Rice, our CPSO.

POLICE
A Streetwatch scheme has been set up, with police 
support, in the village and is slowly hoping to extend 
its scope further around Knowle in the coming 
months. Anyone who is interested in being involved 
should contact a.alishah@west-midlands.pnn.police.
uk.

Lilla Baker
Knowle 739073

communityservices@knowlesociety.org.uk

Community Services (continued)

Top - Kath Reynolds, Bottom - David and Marie Paterson



THE KNOWLE SOCIETY

10

In Conversation ... with Dave Fraley   
Dave Pinwell talks to a new Trustee Director for the Society 

Dave Fraley has recently been co-opted as a 
Knowle Society Trustee Director and will be  

seeking formal election by the members at the 2020 
Annual General Meeting.

So, Dave, how long have you lived in Knowle?  
I moved here 31 years ago and lived above what is 
now Penny’s Café in St John’s Way. But I now live 
with my wife, Bernadette, on Warwick Road in what 
was previously a dentist’s surgery. It was quite a 
shock, shortly after moving in, 23 years ago, when, 
with the front door open, a stranger walked straight 
in. He had come for his dental appointment!

Having stayed here, you must like Knowle 
then?
Yes, it has a great character and it is very self-
sufficient, you can get most of what you want in the 
village without having to go to Solihull to shop all the 
time. There are a lot of nice local walks as well.

Before I retired, a couple of years ago, I was 
working all over the country, so it was also a very 
convenient base to travel around from.

You were a telecomms and cellular engineer, 
is that right?
Yes, working with telephone exchanges and mobile 
network installations. That is something I have not 
completely left behind. I am now a volunteer at 
Avoncroft Open Air Museum, which has the national 
telephone kiosk collection.  

You mean various old red phone boxes? 
Far more than that. There are AA and RAC boxes and 
police boxes as well. The children just love finding 
one that looks just like ‘the Tardis’. But for those 
like us who can remember them, there is also the 
opportunity not only to rediscover phones with dials 
but also to reacquaint ourselves with pressing ‘Button 
A’ and ‘Button B’!  

Are any of these in working order? 
They all are. There is a fully operational small 
telephone exchange to which they are all connected 
and part of my role is to explain to visitors how it all 
works. 

So that is why you are now looking after our 
telephone kiosk in Knowle?
Yes, the Society wanted it to be of some value in the 
village and I knew that others around the country  
were being put to various uses. We agreed that 
making it an information centre was the best plan.

So I have now set it up with some information about 
community groups and a village map. If anyone would 
like information about voluntary or community 
group activities included, they can contact me via 
kiosk@knowlesociety.org.uk.

It cannot be used to promote businesses, though, 
as that would need planning permission.  

It sounds like volunteering post-retirement 
is important to you?
Working all around the country, I did not have any 
local colleagues, so it is great to be working with local 
people now on community affairs. I gave support to 
the Neighbourhood Forum with its work. 

Now the Plan is approved and that has secured 
more influence for us as a community, I responded 
to Andrew’s appeal in the Newsletter to get involved 
with the work of the Society.

Things the Society does like the bulb planting and 
keeping the Library open on Saturday afternoons are 
important. It is nice to be part of a community that 
cares about its environment.  
And what hobbies do you have, Dave?
Apart from walking, motor biking is my main passion. 
I have had my trusty BMW for 35 years, since it was 
brand new. Bernadette and I are hoping to take our 
bikes to the Isle of Man this year, not for the TT races, 
though! 

Thank you, Dave, it is good to have you join us.In
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Edward Elgar was born in Lower Broadheath 
in 1857. After his death, his daughter, Carice, 

arranged for his birthplace, a cottage named The Firs 
(pictured above), to become an exhibition of his life.

In 2016, facing low visitor numbers and mounting 
losses, the cottage moved to the stewardship of the 
National Trust. Following a refurbishment and the 
addition of a tearoom in the adjacent Visitor Centre, 
its fortunes have been transformed.

A visit there is a rewarding tour around a host of 
fascinating artefacts and a reflection of a remarkable 
and creative lifetime as well as a glimpse into rural 
cottage living in the 19th century. 

The best time to go to the Birthplace Museum is an 
afternoon, so as to enjoy one of the excellent cream 
teas.  That gives the opportunity for a foretaste by 
taking a two mile stroll around some of the highlights 
of Worcester en route (see map above).

From the NCP Cathedral Square Car Park, go 
down Friar Street to the A44, cross it, turn right for 
a short distance and then turn left into the College 
Precincts, where an infant Elgar lived at No 2. 

At the bottom of the steps, turn right through the 
Edgar Tower entrance to College Green, where Elgar 
and wife Alice rented a house a number of times for 
the Three Choirs Festival.

Continue to follow the footpaths around the 
Cathedral, where his music has been so regularly 
played. Then cross the A44 again to enjoy the Elgar 
statue by Kenneth Potts, gazing back to the Cathedral, 
before strolling up the pedestrianised High Street.

Glance left at Broad Street to see the Crown Hotel, 
where Elgar began performing with other musical 
entertainers from the age of 12. 

Continue under the delightful Foregate Street 
railway arch. Then, shortly after passing the Queen 
Victoria statue on the right, turn left at Castle Street 
and immediately left into Britannia Road.

Ahead lies the Conservation Area of Britannia 
Square, rich with Regency style villas, built between 
1820 and 1840. Elgar’s uncle ran a piano tuning 
business at No 1, Elgar attended school at No 11 and 
Richard Arnold, the ‘Fifth Variation’ lived at No 51.

Double back to and left along Castle Street. Turn 
left again but immediately right into St Mary’s Street, 
then right again into Sansome Walk. This takes you 
back under the railway and almost immediately, a red 
brick building facing you on the corner of Sansome 
Place is Elgar’s first place of work, during his brief 
time in the legal profession.

Beyond, at the next junction is St George’s Catholic 
Church, where many of his early works for choir and 
organ were first performed. Cross Sansome Street 
here and turn left. Continue until you have passed 
by the City Walls Car Park, swing right into Corn 
Market and immediately left into New Street, which 
will lead you back to your start point.

Now, proceed, following the A44 for about three 
miles until the brown attraction signage leads you off 
to the right and into Lower Broadheath to The Firs. 
(NB: The Firs is open Friday to Monday only until February 
half term and then daily through to October.)

A Day Out in Elgar’s Footsteps, to Worcester and Beyond
A walk around the historic city followed by a visit to his Birthplace Museum

D
ay O

ut and W
alk



Whilst the Newsletter is the primary means of keeping in touch with our Members, it 
only comes out once a quarter, so it does tend to miss some of the events and other 
activities of the Society and local news.  We have two ways of dealing with this.  Firstly, our 
presence on Facebook, where you can find us at:

 https://www.facebook.com/KnowleSociety  
This works well for small bits of information and those that are of short-term interest and 
it is also intended to raise our profile amongst non-members.  The second method, which 
is targeted at members, is our emails which go out a few times a month and only go to 
those members who have signed up to receive them. The subjects covered in these over 
recent months include:-

• The Xmas Lights switch-on and Late Night Shopping;
• Arrangements for Father Christmas’ rounds of the area;
• Monday talk on George Eliot;
• Local walk arrangements.

If you do not receive these emails and would like to, please just email me at membership@
knowlesociety.org.uk and I’ll add you to the circulation list.  While I am on about emails, 
that reminds me that I am in the process of changing my personal email address (you will 
still able to contact me via the ‘membership’ address) and some of you will have done 
the same in the recent past.  If you have done, please let me know so I can correct your 
membership record.

There are no new shops, but there are new 
owners in the form of Sharon Jones who has 

managed Piccadilly Cards for many years, and 
her friend Helen Woodhead. 

When Sharon was told by the leaseholder that 
he was selling the lease and retiring, she spoke 
to her friend Helen and they decided to take a 
chance and scraped together enough money to 
buy the remainder of the lease.  

They are hoping to renew the lease when it is up in about another year. Let us all try and 
support them in their endeavour to keep open another small business in Knowle. Good 
luck Sharon and Helen.                                                                                     Janet Eržen

A Warm Welcome to our New Members
who have joined the Society since the last Newsletter

Mrs M Brown
Mr & Mrs S Cottrill
Mr & Mrs D Morris

Ms C Burroughs
Mr & Mrs A Harris

Mr M Patel & Ms A Bowser
Mr R J King

      

The Knowle Society 

We have almost 3000 
members; can you encourage 
your friends and neighbours 
to join too? This may be 
done either by contacting 
the Membership Secretary 
or through an application 
form on our website (address 
below).

Established to maintain the 
character of the Village.

Website and Social 
Media: 

www.knowlesociety.org.uk

www.facebook.com/ 
           KnowleSociety

Membership:
Leighton Jones
23 Newton Road, Knowle
B93 9HL
01564 773894
membership@
knowlesociety.org.uk
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The Knowle Society Newsletter

Around the Shops

Leighton Jones, 
Knowle 773894 

membership@knowlesociety.org.uk
 

The Society welcomes the following new members who have joined since the last 
Newsletter:

• Leaf collecting;
• Remembrance Parade;
• Village Hall Afternoon Tea

      


