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Liz Hulse with Robot Cossey and the newly sculpted owl in the Knot Garden

he disappearance of the tree
in the Library courtyard was
accepted as inevitable. It was the
wrong tree in the wrong place. It was
just too big. There was a suggestion
that the tree stump could be carved,
but in the end this was not possible.
However, the idea of having a
carving to commemorate one of the
founding fathers of Knowle Society,
and its first Chairman, Dr Ronald J
Bower, with a nod to the lost tree,
had taken root. Robot Cossey, a
sculptor specialising in woodcarving
was commissioned to create an owl.
The Owl was carved from a large
oak trunk. We requested that it be
perched on a stack of books, to fit
in with its intended location, by
the library. Titles, chosen for their
local interest and current popularity,
included the medical tome “Gray’s
Anatomy”, recalling Dr Bower’s long
service in the community as a GP.
The Owl is currently roosting
in the Knot Garden but, when the
courtyard has been refurbished, it
will be moved nearer to the Library
entrance.This will be an apt location,
as in the 1960’s Dr Bower was a key
figure in ensuring that the beautiful
library building was not demolished,
but restored for public benefit.
Liz Hulse

Events Diary

Recalling the Courtyard Tree - A Wise Old Owl
Monday January 15th
8.00pm in the Village Hall
Saturday February 24th
3.00pm in the Village Hall
Monday March 19th
8.00pm in the Village Hall
Sunday April 15th
2.00pm start
Monday April 16th
8.00pm in the Village Hall

Maintaining Public Health in the 21st Century
Sara Rooney
Annual General Meeting
Includes refreshments after the formal business
Medicine, War and Remembrance
Dr Irvine Stuart
Dorridge Park & Four Ashes Walk (4 miles)
Meet at the Dorridge Park car park on Arden Road
Elephants for Africa
Dr Kate Evans
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Another Successful Lighting Up Ceremony for the Village

Christmas Lights - Leighton Jones

But it needed a call for a second tree!

The replacement tree goes up

I

t was time again to erect the Christmas tree outside
the Guild House. The usual few were gathered and
Craig from tree supplier, Groundcare, arrived along
with his JCB. The tree looked pretty good lying on
the ground and just the right size. As usual, the base
had to be trimmed to fit into the socket. Once that
was done, up it went – no problem.
The bottom was rather bare. So, should we take
it out and trim a couple of feet off? Yes, why not,
just pull it up – BANG and off came the top six feet,
leaving a very sad tree. That had never happened
before, what next?
Should we try to trim it and hope it looks OK?
No, the village deserves better. What then? Another
tree at short notice? No chance I thought. But a quick
call and Craig was off and back within the hour with
a great tree (better than the first one, to be honest).

The Ardenaires entertain the crowd

Up it went, as easy as anything, only leaving the
pleasant job of arranging the lights and it was ready.
Don’t tell anyone, roll on Monday!
Monday came and all was well. The sound system
worked. Society Members and Lions came to help
steward, the Vicar hosted proceedings and the traders
supplied lots of good refreshments, some free.
The Ardenaires played to entertain the waiting
crowds and the most important person arrived on
his (car-drawn) sleigh.
The lights went on at the correct time (except for
a slight hesitation of the ones on the tree, which was
determined to show that IT was the most important
part of the festivities).
Pity about the rain, but we should not mention
that!
Leighton Jones

35th Knowle Fun Run - May 20th 2018
The Society would like to contribute its support again
to Knowle and Dorridge Lions, who successfully
organise the Fun Run each year. We wish to assist
in the raising of funds for charities and a variety of
local causes by once more offering to volunteer for
marshalling at the event.
It is estimated that around 200 volunteers are
required to ensure the safety of the occasion. If you
are able to spare a few hours on the day to assist,
your support would be greatly appreciated. Please
ring me and I can register you or provide any more
information you might require.
Martin Warr, Knowle 779708
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Bags of Support but Growing Concern over Site Clearances
News from the Natural Environment Committee

Left and Centre: Emily and Lucy Hulse pick berries in the Local Nature Reserve after negotiating the paths in their wellies
Right: The results of felling and clearance in the garden of Lansdowne

KNOWLE TREES - SEND US YOUR PHOTOS
Many of you will have seen the results of ground
clearance on the two green belt sites (Hampton Road
and Lansdowne on Stripes Hill) which have been
designated for development in the Draft Solihull
Local Plan.

We are pleased that, as a result of publicity organised
by Knowle Society, the Knowle Dorridge and
Bentley Heath Neighbourhood Forum and, I am
sure, many individuals, Solihull Council has now
placed temporary tree protection orders on both of
the sites pending a full tree survey.
Meanwhile, members of the Natural Environment
Committee have been out and about with our
cameras, taking photographs of trees on the
development sites.
If you have a tree in Knowle that you are
particularly fond of, please consider emailing a
photograph to the email address below. Please tell us
who you are, details of where the tree is and why it
gives you pleasure.
We want to create a record of the many beautiful
trees in Knowle.
Liz Hulse
environment@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 773951

Natural Environment - Liz Hulse

TESCO BAGS OF HELP
Many thanks to all those who voted in local Tesco
stores for our project to improve the Local Nature
Reserve in Knowle Park.
We have been awarded £1,000! We will be using
this money next year to improve the main pathways
through the Nature Reserve, to make it easier for all
to access this important area.
I visited the Nature Reserve with my two
granddaughters, Emily and Lucy, in August. We
realised that, even in summer, the paths definitely
needed wellingtons, but that the fruits we collected
made it all worthwhile!

Knowle Streamside Trust Management Committee
The Knowle Streamside Trust manages a tract of woodland to the rear of
Wychwood Avenue, Knowle, and The Management Committee reports to
Solihull Council as Trustees.
The Management Committee is made up of the three Ward Councillors
and three elected members resident in Knowle and holds its meetings in
Knowle Library. The term of office is three years and the term for the current
resident members expires on 31st March 2018. Anybody who is interested
in becoming a member can register their interest with the Public Realm Team
at parksmanagement@solihull.gov.uk.
Full details of the role of members and the application process is available
on the Knowle Society website. The chair of the Knowle Streamside Trust
(Councillor Alan Rebeiro) would also be happy to discuss the duties and
responsibilities of the Management Committee – arebeiro@solihull.gov.uk
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A New Exhibition - Knowle Hall, Historic House
in Local History Centre news

Local History - Janet Eržen

T

he Freemasonry
exhibition
has
attracted quite a few
visitors, most of whom
were surprised by the
vast amount of content
and information on
show.
The most common
remark was “I didn’t
realise they did so much
for charity”.
Our new exhibition
from early in January
will be another in
our series “Knowle’s
Historic
Houses”,
Knowle Hall with Horace Everitt, last Lord of the Manor but one, at the doorway
featuring Knowle Hall.
For those of you who are not aware of the existence
Our exhibitions, can be found upstairs in the library,
of Knowle Hall, it cannot be seen from the road. It
and are available to view at any time during opening
lies back from the right hand side of the Kenilworth
hours.
Road, en route to Balsall Common, just past the
There are stewards on duty every Saturday
canal bridge.
morning from 10.00am to 12.30pm to answer any
The Hall is traditionally the home of the Lord
queries appertaining to the exhibition or indeed any
and Lady of the Manor but when the last Lord died
enquiries regarding local history.
some years ago his wife inherited the title and still
Janet Eržen
lives in one wing. The actual Hall itself is owned and
history@knowlesociety.org.uk
occupied by a different family.
Knowle 779040

Around the Shops

T

he empty HSBC Bank building on the High
Street has been acquired by the Gusto chain
of restaraunts and work will commence on the
refurbishment sometime in the Spring of next year.
Love Thy Nails, at the Lodge Road end of the High
Street, recently closed down for refurbishment and
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has now re-opened, accessed, upstairs, from a new
ladies’ clothing shop called Leven Boutique. Both
businesses still belong to Rebecca and we wish her
all the best for her new venture.
By the time you receive this edition of the
Newsletter it will probably be common knowledge
that the Knowle branch of NatWest will be closing
down. A closure date of 26th June 2018 has been
announced.
What will the NatWest building become? Given
that planning permission has been given to convert
the outbuildings and courtyard area immediately
behind it to a small bar/restaurant, could we see that
expanding into the main building, I wonder?
Finally - another reminder - parking has improved
since recent changes. So, no excuses, “use ‘em or lose
‘em” - especially our small independent shops, not
only on the High Street but also in Knowle Precinct,
Greville Court, Kimbells Walk and Station Road.
Janet Eržen
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An Anticipated Delay to the Issuing of the Draft Local Plan
Relaxation of permitted development rights and other planning news

New rights to convert Dutch barns to residential use

O

Planning - Andrew Marston,

n Thursday 7th December, a Council Cabinet
meeting was expected to be held to discuss the
latest position of their Officer’s progress regarding
the new Local Plan.
A new study has recently been commissioned by
the 14 local authorities, including Solihull, in the
region which have an overall housing requirement
shortfall of 37,500 dwellings. This total excludes
Solihull’s own needs which had not been included in
the current 2013 Local plan.
The intention of this study, not expected to be
complete until early 2018, is to identify more specific
options and broad locations which must be sustainable
to ensure that their inclusion in a relevant Local Plan
is ‘sound’.
The Cabinet were presented with three Officerrecommended options of which the one preferred
was that a revised timetable for the Local Plan review
would need to be set.
At the time of reporting here, the decision of
Cabinet had not been published. However, assuming
the recommendation was accepted, the emerging
draft Local plan is not expected to be issued before
next Spring.

In respect of more local and immediate matters
there have been several ‘change of use’ applications
involving alterations or extensions to create new
restaurant or similar establishments, notably by
the conversion of the garages behind the NatWest,
approved on 4th December! Also the rear of the
former HSBC bank, just received.
Serious concerns had been identified to the
Council regarding the first of these applications.
These arose from the effects on neighbours from
cooking food and the noise of diners, together with
the ever-increasing pressure on car parking capacity,
not only during the day but also in the evenings. But
these seem to have had no impact on the Council.
Further consideration will be given to the latest
application, however.
In addition, Churchill Retirement Living has
communicated, to adjacent neighbours, their
intention to submit a planning application on the
now long-disused bowling green site. This follows
the final withdrawal of a food store operator’s
interest in this location.
The current proposal is for a building which is
considered to be too large and high and wrongly
positioned, creating considerable harm to the
Conservation Area. It is also considered to lack
both adequate on-site parking and emergency access
facilities.
The planning committee’s concerns have been
submitted to the potential applicant and a meeting
is to be arranged to discuss them during the first half
of January.
Finally, the Government has decided that
permitted development rights should be extended
to the conversion of unused agricultural buildings,
including Dutch barns, to residential use, albeit
subject to various conditions. However, it must
be asked, will this continued erosion of Green Belt
development controls ever end?
Andrew Marston
planning@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 774082
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Abbreviated Draft Minutes of the 54th AGM of The Knowle Society
held on Saturday 25 February 2017 (Full copy available on our Website & at AGM)

A

ndrew Marston, as Deputy Chairman,
welcomed and thanked the members attending.
The Minutes of the 2015 AGM were approved and
signed as a true record.
Chairman’s Report
Bill Bohanna reported on the activities of the year,
thanking each of Trustee Directors for their hard
work and support. He noted particular the timeconsuming work on the Village Greens project which
had now been brought to fruition and the ongoing
work on the bulb project, which had made Knowle
an even more colourful place.
He reported that a milestone had had been passed
in the Library where Saturday afternoon volunteers
had now welcomed 8000 visitors in the last five
years. The switch-on of the Christmas tree and lights
had attracted a good turnout and there had been an
interesting exhibitions programme.
A plea was made for business sponsorship to
enable the refurbishing of the telephone box as a
potential information centre for the village.
He emphasised that the prestigious Queen’s Award
recently awarded to the Society had been earned over
many years by members past and present - an award
for everyone and for which all should be proud.
Finally, the Chairman announced that Charles
Robinson was standing down as a Trustee Director
and thanked him for all his work on organising the
regular talks to the Society and concluded by making
a presentation to him.

Treasurer’s Report
David Watson presented the accounts, noting
that the Society’s income was lower than last year, a
result of that year’s bulb donations. The increase in
expenditure this year was due to a one-off anticipated
legal charge related to the Village Greens project.
In consequence, an overall deficit of £8,000 was
recorded for the year, in contrast to the surplus of
the previous year. The Queen’s birthday event had
resulted in a profit of £1,460 which had been donated
to the Village Hall Fund.
The bulb project showed a balance of £14,200.
and total funds were noted as £26,157. There were
no questions following the presentation.
The accounts, as presented, were accepted and it
was proposed that West Chartered Accountants be
appointed as the Society’s Independent Examiners
for a further year, which was agreed.
Election of Officers
Bill Bohanna was elected as Chairman for a further
year, as were Andrew Marston as Deputy Chairman
and David Watson as Honorary Treasurer. Maria
Brown was elected as Honorary Secretary.
Election of Trustee Directors
Dave Pinwell, being the only post holder due to
step down, was re-elected as a Trustee Director.
Any Other Business
Andrew Marston proposed a continued affiliation
of the Society to WestMASA, which was agreed.With
no further business, the meeting was closed.

The 54th Annual General Meeting - 24th February 2018
Members are invited to join us at the Village Hall at 3.00pm

Annual General Meeting

THE KNOWLE SOCIETY
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(a company limited by guarantee)
I give notice that the Annual Ge ne ral M e e t i ng o f Th e Kno w l e So ci e t y w i l l b e h e l d i n Kno w l e
Vil l age Hall on Saturday 24th Fe b ru ar y 2018 co mme nci ng at 3p m. A co py o f t h e p ro p o s e d
Agenda can be downl oaded fro m t h e So ci e t y ’s w e b s i t e .
The meeting wil l receive Repor ts on the acti vit i e s o f t h e So ci e t y du ri ng t h e p revi o u s t w e l ve mo nt h s and al s o t h e A c c oun ts
for the year ended 30th September 2017. It w i l l e l e ct t h e Offi ce rs o f t h e So ci e t y (Ch ai rman, De p u t y Ch ai rman, H on ora r y
Secretar y and Honorar y Treasurer) for the en s u i ng t w e l ve mo nt h s and u p to fo u r o t h e r Tru s t e e Di re cto rs . Th e Tr us tee
Directors will propose the appoi ntment of Pete r Ew i n as t h e So ci e t y ’s Ne w Pre s i de nt .
Nominations for the Officer vacancies shoul d b e i n w ri t i ng as s o o n as p o s s i b l e . Th ey s h o u l d b e s i g ne d by t h e propos er,
seconder and nomi nee, al l three of whom mu s t b e me mb e rs o f t h e So ci e t y. Th e No mi nat i o n Fo rm may b e acces s ed f or
comp letion as descri bed below.Nomi nati ons i ncl u d i ng a p ro p o s e r and s e co nd e r, and t h e ag re e me nt o f t h e no m i n ee, w i l l
be accepted at the meeting.
Memb ers wishi ng to nomi nate one or more Off i ce rs o r Tru s t e e Di re cto rs o f t h e Kno w l e So ci e t y may d o w nl o ad a nom i n a ti on
form from Join Us page of www.knowl esociety. o rg . u k . I f yo u do no t h ave co nve ni e nt acce s s to t h e I nt e rne t p l e ase c a l l the
Chairman on 01564 739390 who wi l l be pl ease d to make a p ap e r co py avai l ab l e to yo u . No mi nat i o ns mu s t b e s e n t to D av i d
Watson. Hon. Treasurer at 49 Wychwood Avenu e , Kno w l e , B93 9DL no l at e r t h an Fe b ru ar y 15t h 2018.
Bill Bohanna, Chairman

Company Number 05514023 Charity Number 1111085
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Accounting Summary for the 2014-2015 Financial Year
to be presented in detail at the AGM in February

Financial results for the Year
The year ending September 30th 2017 has been
steady with an excess of expenditure over income
of £1,032. Income from subscriptions was slightly
down from last year reflecting the lower membership
count of 3166 compared to 3282 last year.
Other expenditure during the year included a
donation made to the Neighbourhood Forum of
£2,000 to support the transport and landscape study.
However, expenditure on the Village Greens Project

was much smaller than previously, as the project
came to an end.
Reserves Policy
The Reserves Policy of the Society is that sufficient
funds are retained to cover a minimum of one year’s
normal expenditure. The end of year balance was
comfortably above that level.
David Watson
Hon Treasurer
treasurer@knowlesociety.org.uk

Strategic Planning for our Railway Line Through Dorridge

A

strategic report issued in the Autumn suggested
potential future developments for the rail lines
and services through Dorridge.
It projected that despite HS2 and the planned
re-opening of Curzon Street station, there would be a
76% growth in demand for the Chiltern rail services
by 2043. In the same period, passenger traffic into
all central Birmingham stations would more than
double.

The report outlined options to be considered for
managing this. Amongst these were:
• The conversion of the former Snow Hill Metro
platform, so that the station is expanded to
accommodate those Chiltern services which
currently terminate at Moor Street;
• The provision of two new ‘bay’ platforms
at Moor Street to the west of the existing
platforms;
• The addition of new rails from the existing
freight line between Kings Norton and Water
Orton stations, which passes through Bordesley,
just south of Moor Street Station. This would
enable urban services through those stations, for
instance from Tamworth, to be diverted from
New Street into Moor Street as their terminus;
• The extension of platforms at some stops along
the Chiltern route as necessary to accommodate
longer trains and increase line capacity;
• The possible diversion of some Chiltern trains
to Old Oak Common instead of Marylebone as
their London terminus, to link with the new
Crossrail underground line.
Anyone interested in finding out more about
this report should search for ‘West Midlands and
Chilterns Route Study’ on the Internet.
Dave Pinwell
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Three Cleanup Teams and One of Them Gets Published
and other Community Services News

Community Services - Lilla Baker

O
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Society volunteers (left) and Bridge Group volunteers (right) ready for litter picking

nce again, we have been cleaning up around the
village. With the help of:
• Six volunteers we tidied up the flowerbeds in
the Precinct on September 4th. It was hard
work with a heavy level of cutting back, not
least of the Yucca which this year flowered and
looked quite majestic;
• Seventeen volunteers and a team of three from
Solihull Council, we undertook a litter pick all
around the village on October 6th, filling 24
bags of assorted rubbish;
• Eleven newcomers from Bridge Group, a local
business sited in offices on Warwick Road
providing management advice and services to
industry globally with a team which is very keen
to help with community projects. I arranged a
further litter pick for them on November 21st
and we filled another 11 bags.
Everyone benefits from all this volunteer help and
the support given to it by Solihull Council. We were
delighted that our October litter picking effort got a
mention, along with a photo, on page 5 of the winter
edition of the Council’sYour Solihull magazine, which
you should have received through your letterbox.
A big thank you again to all those who participated
and hope we may start again in the Spring.
AIRPORT
It has not been the easiest period for the Airport
during the summer with unexpected passenger
growth and, latterly, the collapse of Monarch Airline
and difficulties for Ryanair.

The Airport team is working hard on improvements
for customer service and the passenger journey
through the terminal.
Work continues to progress on the Night Time
review with Consultative Committee members
actively involved. It is hoped that a draft report will
be produced in February 2018.
The new drop off and pick up arrangements
are now up and running though there is a delay in
provision of a planned covered walkway from Car
Park 5 to the terminal.
TRANSPORT AND PARKING
The change to two free hours of parking has been
successful in achieving spaces, on balance, and that
has pleased our local Traders.
However, this has increased on-road parking,
notably on Crabmill Close, at the top of Longdon
Road, in St Johns Close and Lodge Road and around
Ardenvale Road.
Most cars are legally parked but there are still
complaints about partial or complete blocking of
driveways.
The Knowle, Dorridge and Bentley Heath Draft
Neighbourhood Plan makes mention of actions for
both parking and transport.
Members can find this draft, available for
comment, via the KDBH Neighbourhood Forum
website - www.kdbh-np.org.
Lilla Baker
communityservices@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 739073
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Much Enjoyed Quiz Night is a Successful Fundraiser
Meanwhile, Below Stairs at Baddesley Clinton ....

O

Peter Ewin congatulates ‘Storm in a Teacup’’s team captain

Dave Radcliffe with David Watson and Bill Bohanna

The November speaker meeting attracted the largest
audience of the year by far and necessitated much last
minute scrabbling for additional chairs, as members
eagerly anticipated tales of some of the below stairs
characters at the Baddesley Clinton.
Our guest speaker, National Trust Volunteer Jill
Kashi, told of the fruits of her research into those
who were dedicated servants of the moated manor
house over the years.
We heard of Dolly Mince, the ‘last of the little
maids’ who lived in Chadwick End and passed away
as recently as 1989.Yet, we were told, Dolly lives on
today through her cook book, some of the popular
recipes from which are now being served regularly in
the restaurant at Baddesley.
Then there was Charles Hancock, labelled ‘The
Wandering Butler’ by his family because he moved
around the country so often from job to job. His final
post was at Baddesley where he was the only man in
the household of four, serving the widowed lady of
the house, Rebecca Dering.
The time passed all too quickly as Jill shared more
fascinating details, including many snippets about the
Harrison family, several of whom had served at the
house.
It would be no surprise if most of those present
determined that they should make plans to visit
Baddesley Clnton once more in the coming months.
Perhaps when the weather is warmer!
Dave Pinwell
meetings@knowlesociety.org.uk
07500 081216

Meetings & Social - Dave Pinwell

ur Quiz Night in October was a great success,
generating a profit of £230 which was
subsequently donated to Knowle Football Club in the
wake of the destruction of their clubhouse by Storm
Doris earlier in the year.
Thirteen teams battled it out through round after
round of intense challenge under the direction of
our quizmaster, Peter Ewin. Relief was provided
midway by the arrival, up the length of Station Road
from Dorridge, of a soon demolished mountain of
fish’n’chip portions.
Then tension grew through the final rounds at the
top of a tight leaderboard until ‘Storm in a Teacup’
were declared the winners with a score of 137 points
out of a possible 150.
A cheque was then presented to Dave Radcliffe of
The Knowle Football Club at the subsequent Trustee
meeting (see picture below).

Jill Kashi
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In Conversation with ... Peter Ewin

In Conversation

Dave Pinwell talks to our former Chair and proposed future President
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For this issue of the Newsletter, I am talking to Peter
Ewin who will be proposed to the Annual General
Meeting in February as the next President of the
Society.
Peter, for how long have you been a Knowle
resident?
My wife, Betty, and I have been here for just over
40 years now. We moved from our previous home
in Shirley after Betty looked around with a friend,
whilst I played cricket, and said it would be a great
place to live.
I believe that you have served as a Trustee in
several roles over a number of years for the
Society, not least as our Chair?
I joined the Planning Committee in 2003 on my
retirement and after just two meetings, to my
amazement, I was asked to be the Chair of the
committee. At the same time, I was co-opted as a
Trustee Director. I was then formally elected at the
AGM later that year.

I became Chairman of the Society in
2008 and, then, on standing down after
three years, re-joined the Planning
Committee. I retired as a TD a couple
of years ago and changed committee to
join Janet Eržen in Local History.
Since then, Betty and I have arranged
several exhibitions and we are due to
display another one on ‘Law & Order in
Knowle’ in April of next year.
What would you count as your
greatest achievement during this
time?
I think my ‘greatest achievement’
was overseeing the Society’s 50th
anniversary celebrations, which,
of course, included bringing ‘Any
Questions’ to Knowle and filling
the Hall at Arden Academy with an
enthusiastic audience.
And you still continue to help as a
volunteer, doing what?
As well as my work on the Local History
Committee, I am also a newsletter
deliverer and have been a Saturday
afternoon library volunteer since I gave
up the chairmanship.
I presume that you would not
have been so involved for so
long if you didn’t think the Society had an
important role to play?
I think that the Society is a true reflection of the
vibrant nature of Knowle and its people.
I understand it is the second largest Civic Society
in the country – certainly by some distance the
biggest in the West Midlands. However, it is not just
its size, but the very positive contribution it makes to
village life through its enthusiastic volunteers.
Assuming that you have any spare time left,
how do you like to use it?
I still assist at Job’s Close Home as a volunteer when
needed, having been Chairman there before 2008. I
am also part of the ‘sides team’ at the eight o’clock
communion service at Knowle Church.
I was an enthiusiastic cricketer and am also a
Trustee of the ground where I used to play in
Stirchley.
Thank you for your time, Peter, and we will
look forward to seeing you at the AGM.
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A Green Corridor to the Heart of the Cadbury Legacy
A stroll, mostly on tarmac paths, in Northfield, Bournville and Rowheath

F

Winterbourne can be found on Edgbaston Park
Road, on the right hand side, a short distance from
the Bristol Road. For satnav users, the postcode is
B15 2RT.
There is car parking on site. Also, the very frequent
X61 and 63 bus services both stop near Moor Street
Station and also by the Edgbaston Park Road/Bristol
Road junction.
The map above shows a suggested sequence for
a clockwise turn around the garden, starting from
the outhouse containing the printing presses. A route
which concludes, of course, with lunch or afternoon
tea, ideally sat on the wisteria framed terrace, with
the opportunity to look back over the entire garden
in three directions.
Your stroll will take you past over 6000 species
drawn from China, North and South America and
the Alps. Having lingered in the walled garden
and enjoyed the heat of the orchid house, make a
diversion from the main footway to wander through
the hazelnut tunnel. Then, soon, you can get lost
amongst the paths of the rock garden, with its stream
and delightful Japanese Bridge, pictured above.
Down in this far corner lies the optional
opportunity to strike out beyond, for a woodland
wander towards Edgbaston Pool, before returning
past the remaining borders and lawns.
Winterbourne is open daily from January 13th,
but, if you want to see the printing presses, go on a
Friday.

Day Out and Walk

or those who have never visited and old hands
alike, the warmth of the house combined with
the early growth, bulbs bursting into flower and
accessible paths in the garden make Winterbourne an
ideal attraction for a spring visit on a dry and sunny
day.
The delightful Edwardian house was built in
1903 for John Nettlefold, of historic metalwork
component company Guest, Keen & Nettlefold or
GKN as it became known. His wife, Margaret, was
the designer of the garden, inspired by the style of
Gertrude Jekyll.
In 1944, Winterbourne was bequeathed to the
adjacent Birmingham University and the garden
became its Botanic Garden. New areas for teaching
and plant conservation were developed within the
historic layout. But subsequently, after restoration
to Margaret Nettlefold’s intentions, the garden was
Grade II listed in 2008.
Today the house is a museum to its past reflecting
life with the Nettlefolds. It echoes not only John’s
time at GKN but his greater fame as a councillor
and town planner who influenced the design of low
density affordable social housing that moved on from
the back-to-back era. It also exhibits the Arts and
Craft movement to which they were adherents.
Add in a collection of fully operational historic
printing presses and a fine café with indoor tables
and more seating out on the terrace and you have the
setting for several hours of enjoyment.
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A Warm Welcome to our New Members
who have joined the Society since the last Newsletter
Mr & Mrs J Carpenter

Mr & Mrs Gulza

Mrs I Shaw

Mr M Clare & Ms M Burgess

Mr Heyes

Mr & Mrs A Taylor

Mr & Mrs J Edwards

Mr T Knight

Mr S Whitmarsh

Mr S Flanagan

Mr & Mrs D Perkins

Mr & Mrs G Williams

Mrs E Fraser

Mr Shaw

Leighton Jones, Knowle 773894
membership@knowlesociety.org.uk

Will Receives The Society’s Annual Award

I

n 2012, the Society established an annual award for
pupils of Arden Academy who have shown Public &
Community Commitment and relentlessly given of their
time outside of the classroom.This year’s presentation was
made at the Arden Awards Day on 17th November to Will
Davison.
Throughout his seven years at Arden, Will was a true
community ambassador who would be seen volunteering
for any activity within school and outside. He was for
most of his years a very visible member of the performing
arts team. The many hours that went into all of the
school productions often went unseen, but were never
unappreciated. He worked backstage, with the sound and
Will Davison
lighting, and front of house.
The school lost count of the number of music ensembles that benefitted from his skill,
especially in teaching the younger students. He was a key player is starting up the first
brass band, working at length with younger students.
He was a member of the Ardenaires and was therefore ever present at the annual Knowle
Christmas lights switch on, the Dorridge Fun Run and numerous other community events,
not just playing but also providing a lead on the technical support needed.
He became a sixth form prefect and played a vital part in developing the community
group at the school. During this time, he was the go-to person if a job needed doing
efficiently and effectively inside or outside of school. After his time at Arden, National
Grid will be benefitting from his warmth, humility and expertise.
Bill Bohanna

The Knowle Society
We have over 3000 members;
can you encourage your
friends and neighbours to
join too? This may be done
either by contacting the
Membership Secretary or
through an application
form on our website (address
below).
Established to maintain the
character of the Village.

Website and Social
Media:
www.knowlesociety.org.uk
www.facebook.com/
KnowleSociety
www.twitter.com/
KnowleSociety
Membership:
Leighton Jones
23 Newton Road, Knowle
B93 9HL
01564 773894
membership@
knowlesociety.org.uk
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Follow our Lively Facebook Page:
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- Winterbourne
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Previous Issues
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