
 

   
The Knowle Society

 
 
   Established to maintain the character of the Village 

 
The Knowle Society is a company limited by guarantee 

Registered in England Number 05514023 
Registered Address: Office 2, Greswolde House, 197b Station Road, Knowle, Solihull B93 0PU 

Registered Charity Number 1111085 

23 Newton Rd 
Knowle 
Solihull 

B93 9HL 
6 September 2010 
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Councillor J. Windmill, 
Chairman, 
Planning Committee, 
SMBC, 
Council House, 
Solihull. 
 
Dear Councillor Windmill, 
 

Re Planning applications 2010/321, 322, 323 & 324 by Kimberley Developments Ltd 
 

As you will be well aware these applications for a major development in Knowle were 
submitted to the Council on 3rd March, 2010, over 6 months ago.  The Knowle Society is 
concerned at the excessive amount of time that has elapsed with no apparent progress towards 
determining the applications. 
 
We recognise that they are not simple applications and that there was much public feedback in 
the early part of the period, not least from the Society on behalf of the community of Knowle.  
We accept that this feedback and the responses from statutory consultees would have taken 
some time to analyse, but we see no reason why the recent delays should have occurred.  It 
was our view that the submission was poorly prepared which led to essential information not 
being provided.  I understand, from a viewing of the case file, that your officers have been 
attempting to obtain additional information from the applicants and that they have been tardy 
in supplying this information. 
 
The delays in dealing with the applications have caused uncertainty amongst the community 
and traders in the village and some people are beginning to think that they are a deliberate 
tactic on the part of the applicant to extend the time before the applications are heard so as to 
diminish the strength of the opposition to this scheme.  The delays are causing potential 
problems for organisations such as the Village Hall, which is under threat from the proposals 
and unable to assure its users that it will be available for hire. 
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In short, we believe that the time has come for the applicant to be invited to withdraw the 
applications or for them to be heard by the Committee and, we trust, rejected.  We would 
therefore request that action is taken to expedite the determination of these applications 
without further delay. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

LT Jones 
 
Leighton Jones 
Chairman, Planning Sub-committee 
The Knowle Society 
 
Cc Councillors Holl-Allen, Potts, Rebeiro; G Palmer, Head of Planning SMBC, Philip Pearce, 
Kimberley Developments Ltd., Officers of the Knowle Society. 


