NEWSLETTER
JANUARY 2017

Volume 55 Issue 1

T

Presentation of the Award Citation to Leighton Jones by the Deputy Lord Lieutenant

he contribution of all of
our volunteers to the local
community in Knowle was
recognised on Friday 28th October.
At a special ceremony in St John’s
Hall, Deputy Lord Lieutenant for
the West Midlands, David Bradnock,
presented the Queen’s Award for
Voluntary Service to the Society.
He described the award as an
‘MBE for Voluntary Organisations’
as he presented the engraved glass
award to David Bower, son of the
founder and second President of the
Society, Dr R J Bower.
A framed citation from the
Queen was then presented to
Leighton Jones, who was the
Society’s Chairman at the time of its
nomination for the award.
The Deputy Lord Lieutenant told
the audience of Trustees, volunteers
and invited guests that selection and
vetting was very rigorous and those
organisations awarded had to be of a
very high standard.
The Mayor and Mayoress of
Solihull, Councillor and Mrs Mike
Robinson and Councillor Bob Sleigh,
Leader of the Council and Chairman
of the new West Midlands Combined
Authority, and his wife, also attended
the ceremony.
(continued on Page 2)

Events Diary

Presentation Ceremony for the Queen’s Award
Monday January 16th
8.00pm in the Village Hall
Monday February 20th
8.00pm in the Village Hall
Saturday February 25th
3.00pm in the Village Hall
Monday March 20th
8.00pm in the Village Hall
Sunday April 2nd
2.00pm start

Art of Coarse Guiding - Trials &Tribulations of a tour guide
Maureen Sutherland
The Way I See It - Climbing Mountains Despite Blindness
David Carrington-Porter, adventurer
Annual General Meeting
Includes refreshments after the formal business
Shoot First -No Ordinary Life
John Williams, veteran BBC cameraman
Knowle By-ways - 4 miles, mainly on pavements
Meet at the car park in Knowle (Job’s Close) Park
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Award Ceremony (cont)

Praise for the Society from the Mayor and Council Leader
(continued from page 1)
Both councillors spoke of the importance of
volunteering in the life of the Borough and praised
the work of The Knowle Society. As the Society’s
current chairman, I then presented gifts to the
principal guests, including miniatures of the glass
Queen’s Award.
Our Master of Ceremonies, Peter Ewin, then
drew the formal part of the evening to a close and
this outstanding evening was then concluded with a
glass of wine and some ‘award winning’ nibbles from
the catering volunteers.
We left with a strong feeling that the quiet, unsung
efforts of the ordinary ‘little man or woman’ were
indeed being recognised and valued at the highest
level as the all-important glue which cements a
strong nation and a thriving and much valued local
community.
Well done and thank you to everyone who gives
their time to support their community.
Bill Bohanna
chairman@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 739390

Bill Bohanna makes a presentation to Cllr Bob Sleigh (above) and
(below) the Trustees with the Mayor and Deputy Lord Lieutenant

The Great Christmas Tree Challenge 2016

A

s you can see from the photo, it was much more
interesting this year when several of us presented
ourselves to help put up the village Christmas Tree at
9.00am on Saturday 26 November.
We were pleased that it was not raining. Charles
Robinson was already spreading out the lights round
the Green ready to be hoisted onto the tree when it
arrived.
Thanks to Cobbles, we were able to enjoy tea and
coffee whilst we waited.
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When the truck and trailer appeared, the tree
seemed to be a much bigger and bushier one than
the previous year. Then, when the slab was removed
to expose the permanent hole into which the trunk
is inserted, it was clearly too big to fit! Some skilled
craftsmanship was then carried out with a chainsaw.
We all positioned ourselves to manhandle the
tree into place, but it was far too heavy to heave
into the upright position. A call was put out and we
waited for a JCB to arrive. With a rope attached to
its overhead shovel, the tree was lifted
and the trunk was manipulated into its
hole with the help of a sledgehammer.
Several people were by then
watching with great interest.
Then, the tree was judged too high.
It was thought there was a risk that it
might come down in a strong wind.
The reluctant decision was made that
it would be necessary to shorten it.
This led to more precarious
manoeuvres and sculpting with the
chain saw, before the lights could
finally be made ready for the Monday
switch on.
Lilla Baker
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Another Phase of Bulb Planting Completed Ready for Spring

T

Again, we had very welcome help from Amey, the
Solihull Council contractors. They, and an army of
helpers, worked well together to fill the verges along
Stripes Hill and Kenilworth Road with daffodil bulbs.
The ‘Knowle’ sign to the south of the village was
also spruced up with extra white chippings and box
plants, donated by Wyndley Garden Centre, and was
surrounded by crocuses.
Helpers from the Knowle and Dorridge Rotary
Club joined us to plant the crocus corms, donated
by the club to raise awareness of the Rotary’s
Purple4Polio campaign. This funds immunisation
programmes aimed at ridding the world of polio.
Look out for the purple crocuses in the spring.
The speedy planting in Hampton Road and the
grass verge at the top of Warwick Road was achieved
thanks to Knowle Society member Bob Pilsbury
who, following a problem with getting the turf cut,
revealed his experience of using cutting equipment
and volunteered to help. Using machinery from
Heronfield Hire, he made turf lifting look easy.
We planted the last bulbs on 22 November. Our
grateful thanks to all those who helped, especially
those family and friends who turned out time after
time to ensure that the job was completed. Thanks
also to the friendly neighbours who kindly stored the
bulbs on their drive and provided tea, coffee and car
parking.
Finally, we extend a big thank you to all those who
donated to the project and made it all possible. We
are hoping that the displays next spring will be even
better than last year.
environment@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 773951

Liz Hulse, Natural Environment

he Natural Environment Committee set
ourselves an ambitious target for this year’s bulb
planting when we ordered over 60,000 bulbs at the
beginning of the summer. Thanks to some fantastic
support we have achieved our aim.
The planting period spanned almost three weeks
with six days of actual planting, rather than the two
days last year!
The new areas planted were along the Warwick
Road, south of the village and Hampton Road. We
also extended the daffodils and crocuses around
the Wychwood roundabout and daffodils along the
Kenilworth Road.
We were delighted to have the support of two
groups of Scouts, 1st Knowle Armstrong Explorers
and 4th Knowle Sea Scouts. These groups planted
those ‘hard to plant’ areas where hand planting was
required.
The Sea Scouts mustered a group of over 30 helpers
from the youngest Cubs to Scout Leaders. They
tackled the central reservation on the Warwick Road
(south) and extended the planting at the Wychwood
roundabout. They were joined on that day by local
professional photographer, and HND student at
Solihull College, Roy Cattell, who recorded the
activities. Despite damp and miserable weather, it
was a busy fun day.
The Armstrong Explorers did a grand job, hand
planting the steep slope between Langfield Road and
Warwick Road. They were a jolly team and worked
solidly and carefully, developing innovative methods
of getting the bulbs into the ground! They are very
much looking forward to seeing the results of their
labours next spring.
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Gunner Alfred George Barber - The Final Chapter
A sacrifice recognised in Local History Centre news

Janet Eržen, Local History

O

n 24 November, a small group of Knowle
Society members including the author Michael
Harrison and his wife Joyce, the Society’s Chairman
Bill Bohanna, member Lilian Poole and Janet Eržen,
as the Society’s Local History Chairman, visited the
“no longer unmarked grave”, in Rugby, of Gunner
Alfred George Barber, known to us as Alfie. We went
to place a poppy wreath and pay our respects.
For those readers who are not familiar with
Alfred’s story, he was born and brought up in
Knowle, was a member of Knowle Scout Troop and
enlisted into Knowle Volunteer Rifle Corps in 1915.
This was followed by enlistment into the Royal
Artillery at the age of 16 years and seven months!
He did not lie about his age, he was accepted initially
as a Trumpeter.
No trace of what happened to Alfred after his death
could be found until we, the Local History section of
Knowle Society, started our researches for the three
day WW1 exhibition which we held in 2014, and
which was based on Michael Harrison’s book ‘The
Price a Parish Paid’. Michael told me how, based
on the records of the then Vicar of Knowle, Canon
Downing, who recorded all local war casualties, he
(Michael) and his wife had looked for Alfred for years
so as to finish Alfred’s entry in this book, but to no
avail.
We continued the search and eventually found that
Canon Downing had been supplied with the wrong
information regarding Alfred’s death. This included
the wrong date, an incorrect cause and an erroneous
place of death, all of which had led up a lot of blind
alleys for both Michael and ourselves. However, after
a further year of searching, we found Alfred in an
unmarked grave in Rugby where he had died in the

The Knowle Society party lays the wreath at Alfie’s grave

Hospital of St Cross from Tuberculosis, contracted
during the war and the cause of his discharge from
the Royal Artillery, on 6 July 1918.
We then put together all of the paperwork we
had accrued during our search for Alfie and sent it
to the Commonwealth War Graves Commission,
requesting they look into whether he qualified for a
CWG headstone. We received confirmation on 11
November 2014 that Alfie did indeed qualify and a
headstone was finally erected at the end of October
this year.
It has taken a long time, but after nearly a hundred
years of lying in an unmarked grave, Alfie has at last
received the recognition he so deserved.
R.I.P Alfie
history@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 779040

Around the Shops

B

y the.time you read this, there will be a new
Micro Bar, the Ale Rooms, open on the High
Street, in the premises which had been previously
occupied by W H Painter, the funeral director.
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A new designer dress shop should have opened in
Greville Court at some time in December.
This, we believe, will be going into the empty
premises once occupied by the shoe repairers who
unfortunately have had to close their doors due to
lack of business.
We wish both businesses every possible success.
Meanwhile, the Smoode cafe at the other end
of the village, loved by children and adults alike,
particularly for their special milk shakes, has also had
to close its doors.
I say it every time “Use ‘em or lose ‘em”
Janet Eržen
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Plan Shortfall Leads to Review and Opening of Consultation
Applications for windfall sites and other planning matters

Potential redevelopment of Arden Academy included in Local Plan

Y

Andrew Marston, Planning

ou will, no doubt, recall past reports in which
I have mentioned the ever-increasing possibility
of the Green Belt around Knowle being eroded as
a result of providing new homes for the Council to
meet their targets.
Their recent ‘Call for Sites’ produced 245
possibilities from which a study has been made. As
a result, three of the 18 sites, now put forward by
the Council for detailed consideration, are located
in Knowle. The 18 sites have a total anticipated
provision of 6,150 homes, of which Knowle would
provide 1,050 if the proposals are approved.
Two of the three sites are located in Hampton
Road – the football club and land to either side of the
now disused Thacker’s Nursery. The third is known
as the Arden Triangle, that is the land behind Arden
Academy bounded by Station Road, Grove Road and
Warwick Road.
Needless to say, not only is our Committee
extremely concerned about the resulting impact on
Knowle, both from the point of view of residents and
of seeing Knowle’s population increase by at least
25% during the anticipated 15 year Local Plan period
between 2017 and 2033.
Assuming these three sites are brought forward
over the next seven years, it would mean three
new homes would be finished every week for that
period. The impact on existing services and on the
overall infrastructure will undoubtedly, therefore, be
adverse.
This Committee will, during the time that is
available, respond to the Consultation as necessary
and keep you updated as the matter progresses.

I can assure you, however, that we will give as much
assistance as possible to the Neighbourhood Forum,
who will be entering the fray with the Council.
At the time of writing, their 7 December open
meeting, has just taken place. It was intended, I
believe, to raise concerns about these three sites with
the Council’s Gary Palmer (Planning and Transport
Policy Manager) and Cllr Courts (Dorridge and
Hockley Heath Ward).
Messrs Palmer and Courts advised the meeting
that the 18 sites met their initial requirements but
much more work was needed on them if they were
to be put forward in the Local Plan itself and they
called upon the 250 plus residents present to put up
to the Council other sites for their consideration.
Noting the basis of the selection process so far, the
Council will no doubt have already undertaken this
exercise and therefore, unless compelling planning
reasons are put forward to the Inspector at the Public
Hearings due early in the New Year, it is likely that
these sites will be adopted for future development.
This meeting of the Forum ended with two
detailed presentations. Firstly, Knowle Football
Club set out their Masterplan for a new football
facility located between the limit of the proposed
new houses in Hampton Road and the canal.
Then Arden Academy explained the plan for their
new £30m facility for Community Learning, which
will enable their existing ‘tired’ buildings to be
replaced. This new facility is intended to be funded
from receipts paid by developers for their existing
site. l leave it to you to make your own judgement
of how difficult it will be found to put forward other
suitable sites.
However, it will be the continuing objective
of the Society to provide close support to the
Neighbourhood Forum because, with the benefit
of an adopted Neighbourhood Plan, the anticipated
Policies to be included therein will help with such
transition periods of growth.
They may require that new schemes reflect the
quality of previous developments rather than the
current trend of seeking maximum densities and
ignoring the adverse impact of lowering development
standards.
In the meantime, I refer you to the Council’s
website www.solihull.gov.uk/lpr for further
information on the Local Plan.
planning@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 774082
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Abbreviated Draft Minutes of the 53rd AGM of The Knowle Society
held on Saturday 27 February 2016 (Full copy available on our Website & at AGM)

B

ill Bohanna, as Chairman, welcomed and thanked
the members attending. He asked them to observe
a minute’s silence in remembrance of Pam Watson
who had sadly passed away the previous weekend.
The Minutes of the 2015 AGM were approved
and signed by the Chairman as a true record.
Chairman’s Report
Bill recorded thanks to Liz Hulse who had worked
hard on the Natural Environment Committee’s Bulb
Planting project and Leighton Jones for all his work
on the application for the Village Greens Project.
He then offered thanks to Kate Stables who was
retiring as Honorary Secretary and to Peter Ewin
and Peter Johnson, who were both stepping down as
Trustee Directors after a joint twenty five years of
service. Peter Johnson was asked to say a few words
about Peter Ewin and vice versa.
The Chairman concluded his report with a few
words of explanation for his non-attendance at the
wreath laying on Remembrance Sunday 2015.
Treasurer’s Report
Peter Johnson presented the accounts on behalf
of the Hon. Treasurer David Watson, who was
understandably absent. He referred to the three year
summary, which reflected a very successful year.
Reserves had increased from £14,621 a year ago to
£34,132 at the end of September 2015.
Total income for the year included £14,929 of
donations to the Bulb Appeal Fund and a further
£1,182 to the Village Greens Appeal. The remaining

income of the total £31,917 received in the year came
mainly from membership subscriptions of £12,702
and gift aid tax recovery of £2,472.
Much of the anticipated project spending did
not occur during the 2014-15 accounting year,
so a healthy cash balance was available to be taken
forward. However, it is expected that expenditure on
the Village Greens project will be significant in 201516 and further expenditure on the bulbs project will
be required for the second planting year.
The accounts, as presented, were accepted and it
was proposed that West Chartered Accountants be
appointed as the Society’s Independent Examiners
for a further year, which was agreed.
Election of Officers
Bill Bohanna was elected as Chairman of the
Society for a further year, as were Andrew Marston
as Deputy Chairman and David Watson as Honorary
Treasurer. There were no nominations at the meeting
for Honorary Secretary.
Election of Trustee Directors
David Bower, Lilla Baker, Martin Warr and Janet
Eržen had resigned, as required, after three years and
were standing for re-election. There were no further
nominations and all four were elected unanimously.
Any Other Business
Following updates on key activities of the Society
from those Trustee Directors responsible, there
being no further business, the Chairman closed the
meeting.

The 54th Annual General Meeting - 25th February 2017

Annual General Meeting

Members are invited to join us at the Village Hall at 3.00pm
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Accounting Summary for the 2014-2015 Financial Year
to be presented in detail at the AGM in February

More Award Ceremony Photos ...

A large audience of volunteers and trustees gather in anticipation in St John’s Hall

... And More Bulb Planting Photos

Teams from 4th Knowle Sea Scouts and 1st Knowle Armstrong Explorers play their part

Knowle Library Health Week 2017
Once again the Knowle Library staff are busy organising
a Health Week, to support us all in making 2017 a
healthier new year.
The aim of the week is to give local residents a taste of
complementary and alternative services in an accessible
setting, and help them on the path to improving their
physical and emotional well being.
Last year’s successful event included sessions such as
reflexology and Indian head massage.

This year’s event will take place between Monday 27th
February and Saturday 4th March.
Details of the entire 2017 programme will be available
in the Library in the New Year.
If you are a complementary and alternative health
practitioner and are interested in taking part in the
Health Week then please contact a member of Knowle
Library staff on 01564 775840 by January 14th for
more details.
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Thanks All Around for Progress Made in 2016
and other Community Services News

Lilla Baker, Community Services

A
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huge ‘Thank You’ to all of
those many of our members
who have volunteered to come
and help for the odd hour or
two, or even more, as a result of
which Community Services has
achieved so much this year with
the following results:
• The Precinct flower beds have
been tidied and replanted
following on from work last
year;
• The flowerbed at the corner
of Station Road and Lodge
Road has also been tidied up
and should be a mass of daffodils in the Spring;
• The Knot Garden has been cleared of
overgrown plants (see photo) and is now ready
to be gravelled by professional gardener Mick
Watson, who will be giving his time without
charge;
• Much litter was removed round the village in
the Spring and better use is now being made
of the bins which are more regularly emptied
throughout the park and village.
I am also delighted that The Knot Garden has now
attracted three offers of £500 support for 2017 from
Avon Homes (the newly arrived business on corner
of Station Road and Lodge Road), Knowle and
Dorridge Lions and Solihull Council Neighbourhood
Services. Thank you so much to all three, it will mean
we may now retain the expertise of Mick Watson to
maintain the hedges for us.
I have also had four offers from volunteers
specifically willing to help with Knot Garden
maintenance on an ad hoc basis. I shall continue to
try and find further funding for the future.
After the success of this year’s Clean for the
Queen, Keep Britain Tidy is running another Clean
Up Campaign aimed at litter in 2017. Solihull
Council will again be willing to support us with a
local tidy up, probably around March/April.

Further thanks are due to Solihull Council
Neighbourhood Services, particularly Kerry
Mountjoy, for support throughout this year. The
lamp posts in the High Street have now been painted
and everyone should benefit and enjoy the results.
AIRPORT
Despite various comments about second runways
following a visionary map in the ‘New Draft Master
Plan Towards 2030’ published last year, I should
stress that none is currently planned as the Airport
already has sufficient spare capacity
POLICE
Our local police have moved out of the Balsall
Common office and are now based at Chelmsley
Wood Police Station, Ceolmund Cresent, Chelmsley
Wood, B37 5UB.
PC Andrew Timmins, PC Simon Harrison, WPC
Jackie Brown, WPC Sharon Grant, PCSO Wendy
Shale and PCSO Tom Attwood will still be covering
the whole rural area from Balsall Common right
through to Tidbury Green.
The new email address for general communication
is rural@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk. The phone
number is 101, where calls are routed by the operator.
communityservices@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 739073
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End of the Road for the Village Greens Saga
Knowle now will now have two Village Greens

A

fter five years of effort by a very large number of
members (and some non-members), thousands
of pieces of paper, uncounted emails, several Council
Committee meetings and meetings with Council
Officers, conferences with lawyers, and a public
hearing, we now have the final decisions.
At a meeting of the Council Planning Committee
in October (just after the publication of our previous
Newsletter) a decision was made to agree to our
applications to register as ‘Town and Village Greens’
two open spaces which had been part of the reserved
route of the Knowle By-pass. These were the two
areas adjoining Knowle (Job’s Close) Park.
Unfortunately they decided against registering the
third area, mainly on the basis that the Inspector who
held the public hearing decided that, in his view, the
Council had a tacit agreement with the owners to
maintain the land for public use and as such it could
not be registered. It is a complicated bit of law which
I can expound on for hours if anyone wants me to!!!
This was quite a blow, as this area, from the
Wychwood roundabout to the rear of Longdon
Road, was the largest and would have had a number
of real advantages as public open space. We could
have appealed against the decision, but the Trustees
of the Society decided that the financial risk was too
great and the outcome too uncertain to take it on.
So what is next? We are waiting for the Council
to issue the formal notices of the establishment of the
two Greens and we will then do something to mark
their creation. There are issues around the actual
ownership of some of the land. As I said, the legal
situation regarding Greens is complicated.

The owners retain them as their property but the
residents of Knowle have the absolute right to use
them for ‘legal sports and pastimes’!
Basically these include any activities that do not
damage the land or restrict use by any other qualified
person. So you can walk your dog, play football, have
a picnic or barbecue (as long as you don’t damage the
ground with a fire), fly a kite, etc, etc. These uses
are more applicable to what we called ‘Area D’, that
between Starbold Crescent and the park.
The other Green is not as large as we hoped. We
applied for the area at the bottom of the park between
Purnells Brook and the wall to Austrey Close and
Arrow Close (‘Area C’). However, part of this is in
the Local Nature Reserve and this is open for public
use, so could not be registered.
We therefore agreed to reduce the area to that
between the Nature Reserve and the wall. This
is rough grassland and might be more suited to be
managed as an extension to the Nature Reserve. It
would still have free public access and use, but we
will have to see if that works.
The maps below show the extent of the Greens,
only the second and third ever to be created in
Solihull.
My very grateful thanks to all the people who
contributed in very many ways, small and large, to
this project. It has been a mammoth task and has
dominated my life.
So, special thanks go to my wife, who has had to
put up with me!
villagegreens@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 773894

Leighton Jones, Village Greens
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In Conversation with ... Kevin Justice, Local Fundraiser

In Conversation

In this series, Cheryl Steventon talks with some prominent local people
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Today we will be talking to Kevin Justice about the
fundraising he and his friends have been doing in aid
of the Pancreatic Cancer Research fund.
Kevin, what did you do to raise money for
this excellent cause?
On 16 July, myself and three other dads from
Knowle Primary Academy (Nick Ager, Chris Thorley
and Alastair Tyson) took on the 100km Race to the
Stones ultramarathon as “Dad’s Army”. We ran the
undulating Chilterns to the North Wessex Downs
Ridgeway. None of us had done more than a marathon
before and only one further than a half marathon.
Why did you decide to raise money for the
Pancreatic Cancer Research fund?
We wanted to do it in memory of David Smith, a
fellow dad of children at Knowle Primary Academy
who died of Pancreatic Cancer in early 2015, aged
just 37. We have raised £9.7k to date.
Amanda Smith, David’s wife, has also raised
significant sums of money for Marie Curie, Macmillan
and Pancreatic Cancer UK already and was fantastic
in supporting our sponsorship efforts.
What would you say the main challenge was?
Probably one of the most difficult things was fitting
in the training among the busy lives which we each
lead. Training runs were typically early morning,
on the commute to work or late at night when the
children were in bed. Injuries also hit all four of us at
some point in the months leading up to the race but,
luckily, our bodies just about held up on the big day!
It sounds like a huge amount of work! After
all that, how was the day itself?

Race day was hot and it took
sixteen and a half hours to
complete the 100km, starting
at 8.00am on the Saturday
and finishing at 12.30am the
following morning.
We are really proud to
have raised so much money
for such a worthwhile cause,
given that only four per cent
of pancreatic cancer sufferers
live longer than five years,
making it is one of the more
aggressive cancers. So much
work remains to be done to
seek a cure or help to delay
the onset of the symptoms.
As well as the race, which
raised £8.2k, we held a quiz
evening in October which raised nearly £1.5k.
That’s a fantastic achievement. I understand
that your families got involved after you had
completed your challenge?
Yes, after that it was appropriate that the Moms got in
on the action too! On a wet, windy and cold October
morning, 25 Moms, including the Dad’s Army wives
(Ruth Justice, Hannah Ager, Kathryn Tyson and
Rachel Thorley) and Amanda, scaled Snowdon.
With none of the girls having any significant
experience in mountain walking they set off at
8.00am on the Saturday morning, with volunteer
guide Paul, under heavy rain, with poor visibility and
the prospect of sub-zero temperatures at the summit.
Despite the adverse conditions, they remained in
good spirits throughout and even managed to raise a
toast to David at the summit! The climb raised nearly
£3.2k for Marie Curie, which continues to support
Amanda and their two daughters Jessica and Molly!
Do you have any future fundraising ideas?
Plans are currently being made for some of us to
scale Ben Nevis next year in another epic fundraising
challenge, and hopefully in better weather!
Thank you for talking to us today Kevin, we
all wish you the very best of luck with your
future fundraising.
If anyone would like to help Kevin and the Dad’s or
Mum’s fundraising they have Just Giving pages:
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/RTTS4dads100km
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Amanda-Smith81.
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A Green Corridor to the Heart of the Cadbury Legacy
A stroll, mostly on tarmac paths, in Northfield, Bournville and Rowheath

T

Just before the school another path to the left leads
up into Rowheath Fields and onto Heath Road.
Cross and turn right along Heath Road until you
reach the jewel in this route’s crown, the Rowheath
Pavilion.
This delightful and historic building was opened
by the Cadbury family in July 1924 in the heart of the
community the company had established. It was both
changing facility and clubhouse for sports playing
fields and the former lido and also the setting for
dinners and balls.
Passing to the left of the building the paths will
lead you to an anti-clockwise circumnavigation of
the lake with its view back through the trees to the
imposing frontage of the Pavilion itself. From here
you return to Heath Road and turn left along it until,
almost opposite Thackeray Road, a path leads back to
Woodlands Park.
From here you retrace your steps to the road,
follow the right hand edge of the fields to Hole
Lane, where you emerge facing the refurbished and
imposing three storey Hole Farm. From here, take
a further path found to right of the farm to pass the
other side of the pond beyond and back to Victoria
Common.
To complete your day out, take a turn around the
Northfield shops to relax and enjoy some refreshing
food and drink at the highly rated Cosy Coffee on the
corner of Bristol Road and Rochester Road.

Day Out and Walk

his visit to a delightful green corridor starts in
the rooftop car park of the Northfield Shopping
Centre, accessed from the old Bristol Road, after it
leaves the A38 to pass along the main shopping street
of Northfield, and before its junction with Church
Road.
There is a footpath along the side of the car park’s
entrance ramp which leads into Victoria Common.
A right turn then leads behind the shops and around
these gardens with their ornamental features and
sporting facilities.
Beyond the football fields, a further path leads
to St Laurence Road, directly opposite St Joseph’s
Avenue. A further path, to the right of this avenue,
leads on amongst the trees.
Keep right when the path splits and pass the pond
on your left, pausing to appreciate the wildfowl,
on into Hole Farm Road and straight out onto, and
across, Hole Lane.
Here, an unsurfaced path leads down into a field
popular with dog walkers and beyond onto another
playing field. Walking around this, you will come to
another path, leading out onto Woodlands Park Road.
Cross this, into Woodlands Park itself and along the
edge of Griffin’s Brook.
At the end of the park, by the houses, the path
enters a narrow section at the base of the bank below
St Francis School.When houses appear on your right,
take the turn up Teazel Avenue and right at its end
towards the School entrance.

11

A Warm Welcome to our New Members
who have joined the Society recently
Mr R Baynham

Mr M & Mrs H Moss

Mrs J Rowe

Miss F J Clark

Ms E Page

Mr & Mrs S Simmonds

Mr R Guy

Mr & Mrs K Pickering

Mr Matt Weale

Mr P & Mrs K Jones

Mr & Mrs Rayner

Mr & Mrs W J Whittall

Membership and Staying Informed

W

e thank our new members for their
vote of confidence in the Society
and hope they will find the time to become
involved in one way or another.
These Newsletters are a vital way of
keeping you informed of the activities
of your Society. One way in which any
member can help is to respond to the need
for people to deliver a small batch and to
collect membership subscriptions.
If you could help in this, or in any other
way, please get in touch and we will see
how we can make best use of your offer.

The other main way in which we keep you
informed of matters of interest is through
occasional emails, an approach which copes
better with urgent or changing news. If
you would like to receive these, please let
me have your email address.
Conversely, if we do have your email
address and you do not wish to receive
emails from the Society, please let me
know and I will stop sending them.
Leighton Jones
membership@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 773894

Autumn Walk from Temple Balsall

I

t was an enthusiastic crowd
of about thirty that gathered
at Temple Balsall on a pleasant
early October day for the
annual Autumn walk from the
ancient seat of the Templars.
A steady stroll across a
number of fields, passing
carefully over Balsall Street
en route, brought us an
opportunity to catch our
breath at St Swithin’s Church
in Barston and to admire the 18th century
building.
Then onward we walked, onto and
along Hob Lane, following it up the hill to
Piercil End, from which we walked down
over the field beyond and across the ancient
bridge over the Blythe behind Springfield
House. Another crossing of the main road,
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website (address below).
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between fast moving cars, led us back to
Temple Balsall through the woodland.
There, we were able to relax over a well
earned cuppa and some most delicious
cakes in the comfort of the Old Hall.
The only downside was a little stiffness
that had set in when the time had come to
get moving again, homeward bound after a
delightful Sunday afternoon.
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