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2 May 2013 

 
Mr Paul Kehoe 
Chief Executive Officer 
Birmingham Airport 
Diamond House 
Birmingham 
B26 3QJ 
 
Dear Mr Kehoe 
 

AIRSPACE CHANGE CONSULTATION 
 
I am writing on behalf of The Knowle Society with regard to the proposed new Standard Instrument 
Departure Routes to the south from Birmingham Airport. 
 
The Society has been actively involved for many years on various Airport Consultative 
Committees, including the ACC.  We were therefore aware of the (original) proposals for changes 
to the SID Routes due to be implemented following the extension to the runway.  We carried out a 
consultation exercise on these proposals amongst our members, including at our AGM on February 
18th 2013.  At that meeting overwhelming support was given to Option 5, the proposed route that 
eliminated the 20 degree turn towards Knowle.  We therefore responded on behalf of our over 3,400 
members, supporting option 5. 
 
We were therefore very surprised to hear that another option (6) had been introduced just one day 
before the end of the consultation period.  We were further dismayed to learn that this change would 
only be subject to public meetings to explain the additional option at a few selected locations, 
excluding Knowle.  We feel that Knowle should have been included because of the additional 
impact of Option 6 on Knowle as compared to the preferred Option 5, particularly that on 
Grimshaw Hall and our parish church, both of which are Grade 1 listed, as well as on the local 
primary school.  These three buildings are the nearest to the flight path and therefore most affected 
by any detrimental change. 
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Because of the short time left in the extended consultation period we do not expect many of our 
3,400 members to be able to respond individually, especially considering the lack of a public 
meeting, so we are doing so on their behalf.  While we understand the concerns of the residents of 
Balsall Common over the elimination of the ‘Hampton Turn’ and therefore the introduction of 
Option 6, we believe mitigation of the impact on Balsall Common could be achieved by deferring 
the turn to a point some 1 or 2 km further south.  This would also have the beneficial effect of 
moving the centre line from directly over Barston.  Having said that, we would still add the weight 
of our membership to the introduction of Option 5 as the preferred route. 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
For and on behalf of The Knowle Society 
 
 
 
 
Leighton Jones 
Chairman 
The Knowle Society 
 
Copy to Airport Change Process 


