
The exhibition ‘Sport in Knowle’ 
- Part One is now on display 

in the Local History Centre, on the 
first floor of the Library. 

I am afraid work on our exhibitions 
had to take a back seat for a while, 
as the Local History Committee 
were the organisers of the Queen’s 
Birthday Party event in June. This 
took a lot of work and time! 

Consequently, the exhibition 
‘Sport in Knowle’  did not go in until 
the beginning of September. It had 
to be divided into two parts because 
of the large amount of material we 
have in our archives about sport.  

This first part concentrates on 
cricket, bowling and shooting. 
The second part, which will cover 
football, golf and tennis, will go in 
during the early part of December. 

This means that ‘The Bower 
Family and Knowle Lodge’ will now 
go in during the early part of March 
2017, followed by the first in our 
series ‘Knowle’s Historic Houses - 
Grimshaw Hall’.

The last exhibition of the 2017 
programme has still to be decided 
upon.

Janet Eržen
history@knowlesociety.org.uk

Knowle 779040
.
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Cricket, Bowling and Shooting in Knowle

Talk Evening 
Details to be confirmed
Grand Switch On of the Village Christmas Lights 
with Father Christmas
Traditional Boxing Day Walk 
Mince pies & mulled wine served on the route
Talk Evening 
Details to be confirmed

Monday November 21st
8.00pm in the Village Hall
Monday November 28th
4.00pm outside the Guild House
Monday December 26th
11.00am, meet at the Guild House
Monday January 16th
8.00pm in the Village Hall
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Knowle Cricket Team - 1898
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The Next Phase of Bulb Planting Planned for November
Another 60,000 to be planted at the entrances to the village

It’s that time again! Thanks to the generosity 
of the donations to the bulb fund in 2015, 

we are able to plan a further ambitious 
programme of planting this year. This will 
encompass the planting that we originally 
envisaged would be planted over two or 
three years.

The areas for this year’s planting will be the 
Warwick Road, south of Knowle, Hampton 
Road and Kenilworth Road. We will also 
be extending the existing planting on the 
Warwick Road between the Wychwood 
roundabout and the village. 

We hope to plant over 60,000 bulbs, a 
mixture of daffodils, narcissi and crocuses, as 
we used last year.

We are delighted that Amey has offered its team 
for one day. Then, for the rest of the time, we will 
be relying on volunteers and the services of a local 
groundsman.

This year our young volunteers will be from the 
local Guide and Scout Groups. They will be bringing 
their spades to help plant those difficult to reach 
areas. 

We are also grateful to have been offered 2500 
crocuses by the Rotary Club of Knowle and Dorridge 

Mammal, Butterfly and Plant Surveys Undertaken This Year   
The local ecological surveys reported in the last 
Newsletter have continued over the spring and 
summer. The butterfly survey was difficult to 
complete, as the weather at the beginning of this year 
was not very butterfly friendly, being cold and wet. 

Then warm and wet weather provided good habitat 
for the butterflies, but very difficult conditions for 
those trying to spot them! However, meadow brown, 
orange tip, common blue, speckled wood and 
gatekeeper were spotted.

An initial small mammal survey identified wood 
mice and bank voles. Further mammal and bat 
surveys are planned. The plant survey revealed Wood 
Anemone, Common Dog-Violet, Early Dog-Violet, 
Purple Loosterife and Water Mint to name but a few.

Adam Noon of Solihull Council organised a 
working party from Jaguar Land Rover to help with 
the improvement of the access from Landor Road.

Knowle Society and the Council are keen to 
ensure that the Local Nature Reserve continues to 
be a valuable habitat for wildlife, but also a valuable 
resource for the community. 

as part of an initiative by Rotary Clubs across the UK. 
The bulbs have been sponsored by WWMD, a local 
magazine and logistics business. These will be planted 
around the “Knowle” sign located in the grass verge 
near Wyndley Garden Centre.

We are planning to plant over three days - 
Tuesday 1st November, Wednesday 2nd November 
and Saturday 5th November. Many hands will make 
light work, so if you can spare an hour or two over 
these days, please let me know and I will keep you 
informed of our plans.

My thanks to the Scout and Guide groups who 
responded to my request for suggestions for 
improvements that would help them make use of 
the area. These ideas will all be considered when the 
management plan is completed at the end of this year.

Liz Hulse, Knowle 773951
environment@knowlesociety.org.uk
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The proposals for new 
Parliamentary constituency 
boundaries announced last 
month combine the Knowle and 
Meriden wards of Solihull with 
five, mostly rural, electoral 
wards of western Coventry.

These five wards are 
currently part of the Coventry 
North West and Coventry South 
constituencies, represented 
by the Labour MPs Geoffrey 
Robinson and Jim Cunningham.

Full details can be found at 
www.bce2018.org.uk. Anyone 
wishing to comment on the 
proposals can do so until 5th 
December via a link on this site.

Janet Eržen, Local H
istory

In response to members’ requests, we are once again producing Christmas cards with local scenes.

 As before, these are taken from local artist Mike Humphreys’ collection of village paintings.  

The cards will be on sale in the Charity Christmas Card shop,
 Ground Floor,  Knowle Library from Saturday 22 October - Saturday 17 December 2016.  

They will also be available in the Local History Centre, upstairs in Knowle Library 
on Saturday mornings from 10am - 12.30pm 

or by contacting Janet Erzen tel: 01564 779040, email: jerzen@blueyonder.co.uk. 

Proceeds from the sale of the Christmas cards will go to The Friends of Solihull Hospital Association (Dialysis Unit)

Our sincere thanks go to Mike for allowing us to use his paintings yet again. 
. 

New Christmas Cards on Sale from 22 October               
Another two scenes from the brushes of Mike Humphreys

Proposed Boundary Changes Affect Knowle Ward
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Since the last newsletter, we 
have only had one talk, which 

was held in July.
What an interesting evening  

listening to Tony Gulliman tell us 
all about the history of Charlecote 
Park. 

It was great to hear how 
knowledgeable and passionate the 
volunteer guides at this property 
are.

As might be expected, many 
people in the room had visited 
Charlecote and were also National 
Trust members too.

It initially seemed unusual for a talk like this not 
to have any pictures or video with it but Tony drew 
an excellent picture of the house and gardens, using 
words, and it was perhaps better than using any 
pictures.  

Tony, with his insights and long association with 
Charlecote, brought a lot of new information to our 
audience even if they had visited several times before 
and provided an enticement for people who had not 
yet been there.

Nearly 300 volunteers of all ages and interests help to 
bring Charlecote to life every day and they are always 
looking for more people to help, so something to 
consider if you have some time free and are interested 
in helping.

To find out more about volunteering look at www.
nationaltrust.org.uk/charlecote-park.

Charles Robinson
meetings@knowlesociety.org.uk

Knowle 775770C
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From Behind the Walls of Historic Charlecote Park 

The House, Charlecote Park

Around the Shops

The vacant florist shop on the High Street is 
now occupied by ‘Hudson Home’, which sells 

everything for the home from a paper bin to a comfy 
stylish armchair.

The empty premises on Station Road, previously 
occupied by Ward’s Hairdressers, has now been 
divided into two.  Clarke’s Estate Agents have moved 
from Lodge Road into the end half and CLS Interiors, 
which is run by brothers Shane and Ray, into the 
other half.  

They specialise in the design 
and installation of kitchens, 
bedrooms and bathrooms 
and also sell a variety of 
miscellaneous joinery 
and ironmongery items, 
including a selection of 
beautiful doors.

At the Station Road end 
of Lodge Road, opposite 
Plume Tyres, we have 
another new, or should I 
say ‘as new’ addition to the 
village. ‘Be-Ju’ sells pre-
loved designer clothes, 
shoes and bags.

We welcome all of the above new businesses to 
Knowle and we wish them every success for the 
future.

Finally, the empty premises in the precinct, 
previously occupied by the butcher, Walter Smith, 
will shortly have new tenants in the form of Shipways 
Estate Agents, who will be moving from their present 
location on the High Street.

Janet Eržen
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Consequently, the Committee agreed to assemble a list 
of those items concerning the Conservation Area which, 
although already protected in Solihull Council’s Local 
Plan, will enable more specific Policies to be defined 
for possible inclusion as Neighbourhood Plan Policy. 
Such Policy would maintain and enhance the character 
of the Conservation Area to the benefit of residents and 
business alike.

Whilst the Society is reactive, as the Neighbourhood 
Forum is a statutory body creating a Neighbourhood Plan 
which, when adopted, will become Policy. The existing 
position, of mutual cooperation between The Society 
and the Neighbourhood Forum  is therefore likely to 
increase as progress continues with the preparation of 
the Neighbourhood Plan itself.   

Andrew Marston
planning@knowlesociety.org.uk

Knowle 774082

Working With the Neighbourhood Forum & Other Planning News
A

ndrew
 M

arston, Planning

It has been a relatively quiet three months 
since my last Report in respect of planning   

applications made in Knowle, save for various 
applications which have given us cause to 
investigate further and, as relevant, inform the 
Council of our views.  

We have of course, been continuing to 
monitor on-going applications as has been 
necessary.  Our attention however, has been 
mainly connected with the Neighbourhood 
Forum and its progress with Solihull Council’s 
Call for Sites and the consequent Council-issued 
consultation responses.

Various concerns have, of late, been raised 
by Trustee Directors generally and what role the Society 
has been adopting to applications which are perceived 
to be poor in respect of the so-called ‘design standards’ 
included therein.  

The overriding concern, though, is the eventual but 
possible impact that may arise in the event that the 
Council should decide on an erosion of the Green Belt 
in and around Knowle as a means to assist it in meeting 
the Government’s requirement for the Council’s own 
assessed need of more houses in Solihull.

The recent Neighbourhood Forum Survey proved to 
be most successful in providing much information as 
a basis for going forward with their preparation of the 
Neighbourhood Plan.   

This prompted much discussion by the Committee 
but, as I have mentioned before in these columns, the 
Planning Committee is not in a position to determine 
future policy but only react to the actions of others.  

Conservation Area - Need for Policies
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The Knot Garden at the Library Needs Help 
A Crisis of Funding for Maintenance in Community Services News

The Knot Garden, which is 
behind Knowle Library for 

anyone who has never visited, was 
planted in 1989 to accentuate the 
Elizabethan origins of the Library.

This followed the acquisition 
of the land by the Council. It was 
the brainchild of David Chase, 
the then Deputy Chief Librarian, 
and the Council’s Landscape 
Architects. 

In 1990, the Garden won 
a design award (see the blue 
plaque on the wall) and in 2002 
it achieved special recognition in 
Solihull in Bloom.

The garden was well maintained 
by the council until about 2011 
when financial pressures in the 
recession meant ending a contract 
with Mick Watson, a professional 
gardener who had maintained 
it since 1996.  Mick, who loves 
and takes pride in the garden, 
continued keep it under control 
for the next two years without payment.  He then 
unfortunately suffered some ill health and was unable 
to continue.

There was now no maintenance and it became 
overgrown. The Knowle Society through Bill 
Bohanna, our Chairman, was advised of the problems 
by our library staff, as a result of our involvement in 
volunteering on Saturday afternoons.

Bill, in his role as a Governor of Arden Academy, 
asked if the Academy, as part of their community 
support, might be able to assist. Their contractors for 
maintenance agreed to include it. In the meantime, 
Mick had now recovered and was asked to continue 
his involvement again. 

The Council’s Neighbourhood Officer, Kerry 
Mountjoy, arranged with Knowle Primary School 
and Arden to replant the pots and tidy up around the 
bench. 

Three years on, however, Arden is unable to 
continue with their assistance and as of August 2016 
there is again no support. Mick has left the hedges 
beautifully trimmed. He has voluntarily cleared the 
viewing platform so it may again be brought into use. 
He is willing to cut back the archway in November. 
The plants, though, are somewhat overgrown. 

Bill and I met with Kerry Mountjoy and Kate 
Bunting, Solihull’s Libraries Manager, and discussed 
many suggestions of alternative uses of space to full 
retention of garden. The issue, though, is financial. As 
the Council owns the Garden, I have also written to 
our Councillors. 

We now need to look to the future. Mick remains 
keen to be involved and has suggestions to reduce the 
level of maintenance and costs. The Garden could, 
for example, be made a French Parterre (hedges and 
gravel but no flowers). This has the support of our 
local Library Manager, Liz Rabone, who is also trying 
to find some sources of financial support.

As a Society, we hope to find some voluntary 
help with maintaining the plants and tidying up.  The 
hedges, though, would need professional skilled 
trimming two to three times a year. Costs of this, 
based on previous history, are most likely to be in the 
region of £1500. 

If you would be able to volunteer or have any other 
ideas or suggestions for sponsorship to help maintain 
the Garden for the longer term, that would be most 
welcome.  

Please email me at the address at the bottom of the 
page opposite. Li
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AIRPORT
The focus is now moving to the north of the runway 
as the Consultation process for further Airspace 
changes will be starting soon. 

Many lessons have been learnt as a result of the 
process over the last few years in consulting with 
the communities, such as ours, to the south of the 
airport and the aim will be to ensure they are now 
put to good use. 

I have attended the Steering Group meetings and 
the full ACC meeting in July. We covered a large 
agenda for both local issues and the longer term 
strategic approach. The airport is one of our bigger 
employers.

On a personal note I returned from holiday in Sri 
Lanka via Dubai on the new very big two storey A380. 
The Airport had made a big investment in building 
new air bridges into the airport for passengers from 
larger aircraft. 

I was very impressed not least that to get some 
500 passengers off through passport control and to 
find luggage in the Hall took only 45 minutes.  

Anecdotally, it is said that from the ground that 
this aircraft is quieter than its smaller competitors, 
perhaps a good omen for controlling noise for the 
future .

LITTER
Litter, sadly, is still an issue around the village with 
many sweet papers, plastic bottles, cigarette packets 
and nub ends. Please take them home or put them in 
the bin. 

With regard to bins in the park, I received the 
following response from Solihull Council:

The litter bins in the playground are currently 
emptied four times a week (Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
Saturdays and Sundays).  The other litter bins in 
the park, including the tennis court bin, should 
be emptied daily - by Ted on weekdays and at 
weekends by the weekend crew. 
The dog waste bins are scheduled for emptying a 
minimum of three times per week. The frequency 
is supposed to reflect the need.

I am pleased most do put stuff in the bins.  A big 
thank you should be given to my fellow dog walkers 
and others who voluntarily pick stuff up and put it in 
the bins. The culprits are mainly those who gather in 
the evenings, judging by my observations when dog 
walking in the mornings. 

Litter encourages gulls, magpies and crows, all of 
which have increased their presence at the expense 
of other smaller song birds over the years. As I write 
this, I have just seen 27 gulls and nine magpies on the 
zipwire! Rats are also thriving round the pool. 

TIDY UP DAY
I am planning, with Angela Bird, another Tidy Up 
Day, on Tuesday 18th October (likely hours between 
10am to 3pm, details later). I hope some volunteers 
(expect a call/email from me!) will again come, have 
some fun and help for an hour or two to:

• tidy up and add new plants to the precinct 
flower beds for the winter and to tidy the raised 
flowerbed on the  corner of Station Road/
Lodge Road (pictured above);

• redo the pots and paint the bench in the Knot 
Garden plus some weeding, and removal and 
recycling of existing plants.

 All you will need is some strong gloves, sensible 
shoes and a smile. If you have a small fork or trowel, 
all well and good.

Community Services would like to find 
replacements for Bridget and Lynne on the 
Committee. Please contact me for an informal chat.

Lilla Baker
communityservices@knowlesociety.org.uk

Knowle 739073

More Airport Consultation and Another Tidy Up Day 
More Community Services News

C
om

m
unity Services (cont)
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A Day Out From Knowle - Spetchley Park Gardens
A

 D
ay

 O
ut

There is just time to choose a fine Saturday or 
Sunday to visit the delightful Spetchley Park 

Gardens before they close for the winter at the end 
of October, not to reopen until Easter.  These historic 
gardens can provide several hours of relaxed and 
varied pleasure. 

As estate gardens go, they are not in the 
Chatsworth, Stourhead or Stowe league, but neither 
do they hit you with the admission prices of those 
palatial parklands! Instead, here is a local, tranquil, 
scenic and imaginatively created green gallery, with a 
different depiction at every turn.

Also, if you are looking for immaculate, it may 
be best avoided. For this is a work in progress, with 
a dedicated team of volunteers, steadily battling to 
recover a wonderful garden to its original glory, but 
still building the capacity to keep on top of all of 
the weeding, deadheading and trimming that might 
otherwise be possible. 

The joy to be found here is in accepting that and 
looking past it, to enjoy the planting, the atmosphere 
of the many different ‘rooms’, the statues, the 
glorious blooms and the ancient walls. To do so can 
be a treat. 

The highlights are the stroll around the small 
arboretum, towered over by an army of magnificently 
tall pines and then meander around the large lake, 
with, on a still day, its crystal clear reflections of the 
surrounding trees. Also, those other reflections, the 
ones inspired by a peaceful sit by the lake, looking 
across it to ‘the big house’ from the benefit of a well 
placed garden seat. 

When thirst or hunger signals the desirability of 
a sojourn at the Tea Room, then a good standard 
awaits. A sunny day should deliver enough warmth 
to sit al fresco, especially to relish a swiftly and 
efficiently delivered light lunch, prepared from fresh, 
local ingredients. Non-drivers, as a bonus, can wash 
it down with a deservedly popular, locally micro-
brewed, Pershore Ale. 

Refreshments consumed, that is the best time to 
wander a few yards further up the roadway to the 
visit the unused, but still consecrated and carefully 
kept old estate church. Herein can be found life sized 
monuments and family tombs from many centuries 
past in a 700 year old sanctuary. 

But no visit would be complete without a peek 
into the ancient outside privy, discreetly sited to the 
rear of the house.

There is much to enjoy for at least a half day 
savouring this slice of heritage in the midst of its 
restoration. But, to get the best of it, choose a nice 
day. 

Spetchley Park Gardens can be reached by leaving 
the M5 at junction 6 and turning left towards Evesham 
before turning right onto the A44 back towards 
Worcester. From this crossroads, the entrance, with 
its recently constructed car park, is about half a mile 
ahead on the left.

From there the visitor is soon following in the 
footseteps of Edward Elgar, friend of the family, who 
often stayed and enjoyed fishing in the lake. He also 
wrote a section of the Dream of Gerontius, whilst in 
residence there.
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Memories of A Typical Day on a Knowle Farm in the 30s  

T he second of our occasional 
series of extracts from the 

memoirs of Michael William 
Savage finds him still at school, in 
1934, at the age of 12, but living at 
Longdon Hall Farm, through the 
generosity of the Clementsons:

My first job after school was to 
feed the hens and collect the eggs, 
usually a good basket full. They 
were sold to the customers on the 
milk round, not a very big one 
and mostly local people.

I remember well the end of the 
first week, when all the workers 
came to the house for their pay 
which they received one by one. 

When they had all gone Mrs Clementson called my 
name and gave me my pay, which was one pound!!  I 
did not know how to thank her especially as they also 
fed and clothed me.  When I was 14, though, I left 
school and worked full time on the farm.

Depending on the weather, especially in winter, 
the cows were milked at 7.00am. In the dairy, the 
milk was put in the cooler, after which it was bottled, 
crated and put in the van ready for delivery at 8.30am.

 Amongst the herd were two Jersey cows. Their 
milk was kept separate. The dairy man showed me 
how to put together the separator which I soon 
learned. The milk was put in one pint bottles. 

The skimmed milk was for the calves and to feed 
the milk to them, it was put in a bucket, then I put 
my hand in the milk and put my index finger in their 
mouth, they sucked at the finger and drank the milk. 
After they had finished I put clean straw in their pen.  

Also, in the morning, the three horses were turned 
out into the field and the pigs were let out into the 
big yard.

We had breakfast at 9.00am. It would be shredded 
wheat with fresh cream, eggs and bacon and a cup of 
milk. After that I used to get a basket and go off into 
the field with the two dogs, Vic, the border collie, 
and Peggy, the brown spaniel, to pick mushrooms.  

After a while I knew just where to find the best 
mushrooms, mostly under the oak trees. I always 
came back with a basket full. We also went in search 
of rabbits, as there were a lot of them. 

At planting time I would get the seed, wheat or 
barley, ready to put in the drill, a long trough with 
twelve evenly spaced tubs.  The seeds were ‘drilled’ 
into the ground as the horses pulled the machine.  

Potatoes were planted by hand as were the cabbage 
plants for the cows, known as cow cabbage. There 
were other jobs such as ploughing, hedging, ditching 
and harrowing to be done at the appropriate times.

Farm life was hard, but it was a wonderful place 
to be, with all the animals, out in the fresh air and 
different work every day. 

As I got older I was given the work of washing the 
milk bottles and sterilizing them. This meant lighting 
the boiler to get enough steam for the sterilizer 
which held twelve crates of bottles. Half an hour and 
they were done, so I would slightly open the door to 
let out the steam that was left. 

Then I would clean the floor and the marble slabs 
where the milk was bottled, everything done by 
hand. When all that was done, it was time for dinner. 
This would be fresh vegetables out of the garden, 
pork or beef, potatoes and gravy made from the 
meat. Pudding was usually a small dish of rice with 
fresh cream. After dinner I fed the two dogs. Most 
the time they had rabbit or other scraps left over. 

The next job was to get all the candles ready for 
night time, as there was no power in the house. I 
also filled the Tilly and Aldis oil lamps, and put new 
mantles in them when required. The only heating to 
speak of was the fire in the big black range that was 
used for cooking and keeping the room warm. 

In the winter, the shutters were closed and sacks 
were placed at the bottom of the doors to stop the 
draught. When it got dark, the Tilly lamp had to be 
carried outside in order to see to feed the animals. 
The lamp served two purposes because it also kept 
your hands warm. 

Finally, when all was done, I went back in the 
house, put on the radio, played cards or read a book 
until it was time for bed.

Longdon Hall Farm - 1919

Local H
istory - Janet Eržen
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In Conversation ... Jane Vaughan, owner of Belle Diva 
Cheryl Steventon talks to the organiser of Knowle’s “Late Night Shopping”

As part of our regular series of conversations, 
Cheryl meets up with Jayne Vaughan organiser 

of the annual Knowle Late Night Christmas opening:

Hello, Jayne, I know you have been in Knowle 
for quite a while, have you always lived in the 
Knowle/Solihull area?
I was born in Solihull. lived in Dorridge and attended 
Arden School. When I was 16, my family moved to 
Hall Green, where my mother had her ladies dress 
shop, Pat Burroughs. I worked for my Mother until I 
was 24 and received fantastic experience in the retail 
industry. I then started to work for Dunhill both as 
a sales person then a field sales trainer. For the ten 
years before I opened Belle Diva, I worked for a 
London based consultancy and managed many of the 
accountants’, banks’ and solicitors’ hotel spend. 

I know you started the annual Knowle 
Christmas Late Night Shopping, where the 
participating shops are decorated with a 
large bow before Christmas. Could you tell 
us about it and what made you organise it?
I started organising the late night shopping five years 
ago. I didn’t do it last year as I just didn’t have the 
time. This year I have two lovely ladies who have 
volunteered to help and the event, which is on 30th 
November, is going to be bigger and better. There are 
two reasons why I started it. Firstly to attract more 
people to Knowle and secondly to raise money for 
Marie Curie Hospice in Solihull. The event has raised 
nearly £8000 in the last five years.

I will be sure to come along on 30th November! 
Do you have any plans for any other events in 
the future?
I would like to get involved with organising more 
events in Knowle, in order to raise its profile. Our 
neighbouring towns and villages seem to do so much 
more than we do, maybe a food festival down the 
High Street or a party in the park again.

What do you like most about Knowle?
I love Knowle, with its artisan and independent 
shops, we have so much to offer. I only wish that 
more people would support the local shops here. 

What prompted you to move from your role 
in consultancy and start Belle Diva?
I started Belle Diva after Joseph, my son, who is 
now the chocolatier in Knowle, had a very bad car 
accident. It made me realise I wanted a better work/
life balance. I had commuted to London three times 
most weeks for ten years and it was time to change. 

After enjoying the summer holidays with Joseph, I 
started looking for something to do. My heart had 
always been in fashion. Walking down Brisker Court 
I saw the old jewellery and clock shop up for sale. 
Within 24 hours I had made an offer and the rest as 
they say is history.

What does a typical day entail?
There is never a typical day at Belle Diva, which is 
what I love about the business. You never know who 
is going to walk through the door. I am extremely 
lucky as during the seven years I have owned Belle 
Diva I have met some wonderful friends and clients 
which has made Belle Diva the success story it is. 

In terms of what else I get involved with, the list is 
endless. From the obligatory admin to the excitement 
of buying new collections every 6 months. I also 
organise quite a lot of events both internal and at 
external venues, which, although are time consuming 
and hard work, I really enjoy.

It sounds like you have plenty to keep you 
busy but what do you like to do in your spare 
time?
You’re right that at the moment I don’t have a lot of 
spare time but when I do I enjoy great holidays and 
red wine, which is my favourite tipple 

Many thanks for talking to us Jayne. We wish 
you all the best for the Late Night Christmas 
Opening, your future events and Belle Diva.

Jayne outside Belle Diva
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Archaeologists have shown that there has been 
a settlement at Castle Bromwich since before 

Stone Age times. As a high point adjacent to a natural 
crossing point on the river Tame it was an obvious 
location for a community to thrive. 

Add in the evidence found of a Roman Fort sitting 
on their road to Chester and a Norman Motte and 
Bailey and it is clear that this suburb, now shared 
between Solihull and Birmingham, has a rich history.

The jewels in its crown today, though, only reach 
back to the 16th and 17th centuries, when the Manor 
was in the hands of the Devereux and then Bridgeman 
families, who between them built the Hall and rebuilt 
the church.

The walk has several starting points, depending on 
your plan. The Coach and Horses supplies typical pub 
ambience and food. The walled gardens, accessed 
from a car park beside the church, are a lovely 
re-creation of its original Baroque self. 

We will assume parking for this walk at the Castle 
Bromwich Hall Hotel (pictured above), built in the 
1500s  by Sir Edward Devereux, MP for Tamworth. It  
now offers bar snacks, afternoon teas and a traditional 
restaurant in fine old wood panelled comfort.

Leaving the old Hall, walk straight down the avenue 
of trees that mark the old entrance drive to Bradford 
Road, turn left and  walk along to the old village 
green, donated to the village in 1895. Stroll its 
footpaths to the other end, and follow the road to 
turn left onto Chester Road. 

Follow Chester Road for a while and then turn 
right into Kyter Lane. Walk along it to then turn left 
into Rectory Lane, at the end of which sits the listed 
Rectory itself. This was built for the Earl of Bradford 
and subsequently gifted to the Church.

Turn right after the Rectory and stroll around to 
appreciate the magnificent Church itself, rebuilt in 
the 1700s by Sir John Bridgeman II on a site used for 
worship since before Norman times.

Then enter the Car Park for the Gardens, which 
are well worth the optional tour at this point. On the 
right hand side of this Car Park is a gate into the open 
ground beyond. 

Here a variety of paths lead around the high 
ground, overlooking the Tame, the former Castle 
Bromwich Airfield and now the M6, to lead back out 
at the other end of the Hall and Gardens walls, onto 
Birmingham Road, and back to the Hall itself.

A Tour of Ancient Castle Bromwich
Our local walking series takes us to explore another historic former village

Local W
alk



A Move To Promote Better Use of Bus Services The Knowle Society 

We have over 3250 members; 
can you encourage your 
friends and neighbours to 
join too? This may be done 
either by contacting the 
Membership Secretary or 
through an application 
form on our website (address 
below).

Established to maintain the 
character of the Village.

Website and Social 
Media: 

www.knowlesociety.org.uk

www.facebook.com/ 
           KnowleSociety

www.twitter.com/  
           KnowleSociety

Membership:
Leighton Jones
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01564 773894
membership@
knowlesociety.org.uk
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There is a revolution in the air for the 
world of bus operations, aimed at 

raising standards, driving up passenger 
numbers and reversing the deregulation 
introduced with the 1985 Transport Act, 
now widely seen as a failure.

The Bus Services Bill, heralded by the 
last Queen’s Speech, is currently at Report 
Stage in the House of Lords.  

The Government is seeking to improve 
the quality of bus services and increase 
passenger numbers in order to reduce the 
carbon footprint of local travel, reduce 
congestion and improve air quality. 

Buses are heavily used in some areas but 
are less popular in others. They are most 
heavily used in London. 

The difference is stark. Whilst 2.36 
billion bus journeys were recorded in 
London during 2014/15, this exceeded the 
2.28 billion recorded in whole of the rest 
of England! However, it should be recalled 
that the 1985 Act only deregulated services 
outside the capital.

The Government believes that if 
services are improved by reintroducing 
a level of public control, people will use 
them. They have pointed out that the 
average annual number of bus journey per 
head of population outside London is about 
50. However, in areas of good, reliable 
services, such as Brighton and Nottingham, 
the number exceeds 150. 

The intention of the Bill is to introduce 
policies which will increase frequencies, 
improve value for money, raise standards 
and ensure more buses turn up when they 
are supposed to. 

When it comes to the ‘how’, the 
Government says it aims to ‘make bus services 
more attractive and benefit passengers, helping 
to improve patronage’. 

New powers would allow elected 
mayors and local authorities to exploit the 
tactics that have been shown to drive up 
bus use, ie to:

• demand higher fleet standards from 
bus operators, with more comfort, 
better online connectivity and 
improved disabled access;

• set improved standards for service 
frequencies, especially at evenings and 
weekends;

• reduce the isolation of rural 
communities;

• provide more effective online 
timetabling and real time information 
about when buses will arrive;

• introduce contactless ticketing 
methods for easier payment;

• require new discount structures, 
for example for apprentices and 
jobseekers;

• better connect the places where 
people live to places of work.

This will effectively give local authorities 
the same powers as have been available to, 
and successful for, the Mayor of London 
and Transport for London.

From the Lords, the Bill will pass to the 
House of Commons. There is rumoured to 
be a desire to make rapid progress so that it 
is on the statute book in time for the ‘Metro 
Mayor’ elections, including that in the West 
Midlands, due to take place in May next 
year.

More detail is available at www.gov.uk/
government/uploads/system/uploads/
attachment_data/file/524712/the-bus-
services-bill-an-overview.pdf .

Dave Pinwell


