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s Her Majesty’s 90th birthday
celebrations continue, The
Knowle Society has been honoured
with the Queen’s Award for
Voluntary Service.
The Queen has awarded this
prestigious national honour to
volunteering groups across the UK
since her Golden Jubilee.
It is an ‘MBE for volunteer groups’
and it recognises the outstanding
contribution that volunteers make
to their local communities.
Society Chairman, Bill Bohanna,
said: “The achievement of this
award recognises and celebrates the
activities undertaken by the Society
within our local community.
“Without the dedication and
hard work of the Trustee Directors,
their Committees, Society members
and local support this achievement
would not have been possible.”
On May 19th, David Bower
and Peter Johnson represented
the Society at a Garden Party at
Buckingham Palace, in the presence
of the Queen.
(Read about the
Garden Party on
Page 2.)

Peter Johnson and David Bower enjoy the Garden Party at Buckingham Palace

Events Diary

Society Honoured with Queen’s Award
Monday July 18th
8.00pm in the Village Hall
Monday September 19th
8.00pm in the Village Hall
October to December
Library opening hours
Sunday October 9th
2.00pm at Temple Balsall
Monday October 17th
8.00pm in the Village Hall

The Story of Charlecote Park
Tony Gulliman
Operation Christmas Child
Suzanne Walker
New Exhibition in Local History Centre
The Bower Family and Knowle Lodge
Temple Balsall, Fields and Lanes Walk, with Tea & Cakes
Meet at new Fen End Road car park, 4 miles
Social Evening - Quiz Night
Members & Guests only, Fish & Chip supper
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What a Glorious Day - at the Palace Garden Party!

P

eter Johnson and I enjoyed the beautiful sunshine;
and what colour! The first evidence was the
encircling of the palace grounds, almost literally 360
degrees, by queues of happy, smartly dressed and
very colourful guests.
There were a good number of morning coats and
toppers, military uniforms, purple (bishops) and
scarlet (Queen’s chaplains). Most men wore suits. It
goes without saying that the ladies without exception
were elegant and sporting the hats that our dressdown society has all but banished from daily life.
Add to this mix, splendid national dresses from
African and Caribbean countries, flowing robes and
beards of the Middle-East, mayoral chains, clerical
collars, headgear of the world’s religions, uniforms
of the emergency services, Boys Brigade, diplomats
and an army of wheelchairs; many walks of life were
represented.
We got glimpses of the Queen and Duke of
Edinburgh, the Prince of Wales and Duchess of
Cornwall, the Princess Royal, the Duke of Kent
and Prince and Princess Michael of Kent. Despite
the thousands of people there, Peter and I did not
recognise anyone except the Bishops of Birmingham
and Aston.

The gardens were attractive, the food good and the
ambience delightful. Two bands played alternately,
Beefeaters marched, tea was taken in the tea-tent and
waiters glided around politely collecting our empties.
We had entered via a side gate; so took the option of
leaving through the Palace state rooms.
We were delighted to have been drawn to represent
the Knowle Society at this royal Garden Party; it was
on the backs of many years of faithful volunteering
by the community of Knowle for the community of
Knowle, however we hope that you too can share
something of the collective pride of this honour of
the Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service.
David Bower

A Welcome Donation from A Welcome Knowle Newcomer
The Society’s Chairman, Bill Bohanna, was delighted
to greet Nav Sharma, Senior Partner of Ruxton Estate
Agents at the beginning of April’s Trustee Directors’
Meeting in the Guild House.
After 15 years of operating in Solihull, Ruxton has
opened a branch in Knowle, at Monastery House.
To celebrate this and as a gesture of goodwill to
underline a commitment to play a part in village life,
Nav was pleased to present a generous cheque to the
Society in support of its work.
Having thanked him on behalf of the Society, Bill
wished Nav every success in this new venture and a
welcome addition to Knowle’s business community.
Then, on Thursday 12th May, Lilla Baker was
pleased to welcome Nav as one of the volunteer
force that turned out to help Clean for the Queen
(see page 6).
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Butterfly Survey Volunteers and Bulb Planting Update

FLOODING IN KNOWLE PARK
If you visited Knowle Park last winter, you will be
aware that the path adjacent to the Local Nature
Reserve was submerged under water for quite a few
weeks.

Small Tortoiseshell - one of our more common butterflies

Solihull Council have confirmed that their Flood
Risk and Drainage Team will be undertaking works
in the park to alleviate the flooding in either August
or September this year.
BULB PLANTING
We are pleased to let you know that Amey is going to
assist with the planting of the spring bulbs again this
year. One day has been allocated for this.
Over the next couple of months we will be meeting
with the team from Solihull Council to confirm the
exact locations for planting.
Liz Hulse
environment@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 773951

Natural Environment - Liz Hulse

LOCAL NATURE RESERVE
In the last edition of the Newsletter I asked for
volunteers to undertake a butterfly survey in the
Job’s Close Local Nature Reserve (the LNR). I am
delighted to report that we received three offers of
help and the survey is underway.
Adam Noon, an ecologist working with Solihull
Council, has also undertaken a plant survey. Both of
these surveys will be used to inform his plans for the
management of the area in the years to come.
Now, just a reminder about the September
conservation working days that will be taking place
in the LNR. Working parties from the Solihull
Conservation Volunteers and the Birmingham and
Solihull Midweek Volunteers will be there on Sunday
25th September (10.30am to 4.00pm) and then on
Thursday 29th September (11.00am to 4.00pm).
If you would like to join them, for a few hours or
the whole day, please come along, you will be very
welcome.

Solihull Civic Honours 2016
The Solihull Civic
Honours Awards are
a way of recognising
the local unsung
heroes who go
above and beyond to
make the borough a
better place.
Nominations
opened on Tuesday
May 3rd and will
close on 31st
July. The awards
ceremony will take
place later this year
when they will be presented by the Mayor of Solihull,
Councillor Mike Robinson.
Do you know someone who has made a difference
and deserves recognition? Perhaps a person who has
volunteered for years at a local club or group? Or an
unsung hero who works tirelessly in the community?
Awards will be made in the following categories:
• Creative Arts: An individual who has made a

significant contribution to the arts, e.g. visual
art, theatre, music, photography or dance
• Community Involvement: An individual (or
group) who has made a real difference in their
community
• Inspirational Young Person: Someone aged
25 or under who is a real inspiration to their
community or who has gained exceptional
achievement in their chosen field
• Making a Difference for Young People:
Someone who has given up their time to make a
difference for young people
• Sport: A person who has worked tirelessly
behind the scenes to promote sport
• Mayor’s Award: Someone who has made
an outstanding contribution to the lives of
people of Solihull, or who has raised the
profile of the Borough, regionally, nationally or
internationally.
Anyone can submit a nomination online at www.
solihull.gov.uk/solihullcivichonours
Award winners will be informed by the end of
September 2016.
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Local Plan Dominates the Planning Committee Agenda

Planning - Andrew Marston

Community Infrastructure Levy and other News of Consultations

I

Walkers in the local Green Belt- How will it be affected?

have, from time to time, mentioned in previous
reports that we have responded to various
consultations made by Solihull Council as they have
an impact on Knowle.
The past month or so has seen a flurry of activity
by the Council in publishing the outcome of some
of these consultations, the first being that of the
Community Infrastructure Levy, or CIL.
Solihull has followed other councils across the
country in introducing their own Levy. This is
basically a charge made by a council on all planning
approvals that are granted within their boundaries.
It is a contribution intended to be put towards
infrastructure items, e.g. health, education, transport
etc., demand for which will rise as a result of individual
planning applications being approved. Residential
schemes in rural areas, including Knowle, will see a
levy of £150 per square metre of new development.

The more recent consultation on the Local Plan,
which will have a direct bearing on Knowle, was the
call for residential development sites, predominantly
Green Belt, being put forward for consideration, and
possible inclusion, in the Local Plan Review. You will
recall the Society’s objections were based on harm
to both the Green Belt surrounding Knowle and
consequently the village itself.
The Council received 171 Representations to
their Consultation. These have been summarised in
their April Report. This was followed in May by their
issue of a Schedule of ‘Call for Sites’ submissions, of
which there were 245.
This was coupled to their issue of a Local
Development Scheme which includes their
programme. This indicates the preparation of a Draft
Local Plan being achieved this Autumn (subject to
another consultation to which we shall respond),
the publication of a draft Submission in Spring
2017 (subject to a formal consultation to which
we shall again respond) by the end of which it will
be submitted to the Secretary of State (SoS) in the
Summer of 2017.
The SoS then appoints a Planning Inspector to
arrange a Public Hearing, which we will attend.
Finally there is the ultimate adoption of the draft
Local Plan incorporating any necessary alterations to
the original by the Council in the Winter of 2017.
With all the above going on, it is as well that, in
the past quarter, we have noted only relatively minor
planning applications in Knowle, coupled to an appeal
to which we provided further objections.
Andrew Marston
planning@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 774082

Helping Out at Yet Another Successful Knowle Fun Run

O

nce again, the Society was pleased to support
Knowle and Dorridge Lions by fielding a team
of stewards for this year’s Fun Run, held on Sunday
15th May.
Keeping the traffic and runners apart is a vital
element of this annual event and our team was
stationed at the junction of Station Road and Purnells
Way to man the barriers and direct runners.
The weather was good and the Run was yet another
success, raising funds for the Children’s Liver Disease
Foundation, the Lily Mae Foundation and Solihull
Bereavement Counselling Service.
It is not too early to volunteer to help with the
2017 Fun Run on Sunday 21st May. Please call Martin
Warr on 01564 779708 for further details.
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A Talk from a Lady of Great Bravery and Humility
And News of this year’s Quiz for Members and Guests

I

The recipient has been told
they should enjoy at least
30 years of normal life after
enduring a long period on
dialysis. What a gift to give
to someone, it makes you
feel a bit humble.
October is the month
of our social evening for
members and their guests.
This year we have a quiz
hosted by local quizmaster
Maureen Sutherland
Steve Worrell who has looked
after the last two of our quizzes.
There is an application form below and I hope I
can rely on your support for a fun evening.
Hidcote Gardens generously donated a book on
their founder along with an invitation for a personal
guided tour of the Gardens for two people (this was
after their talk to the Society). We will be holding an
auction of the book and invitation during the evening
of the quiz. Not many people get a private guided
tour of the gardens, this may be your chance.
Charles Robinson, Knowle 775770
meetings@knowlesociety.org.uk

Meetings and Social - Charles Robinson

n May, we enjoyed a talk from Maureen Sutherland
on her journey and experiences along the way to
becoming a living kidney donor. The talk was entitled
‘The journey between decision and donation’ and
what a journey it was!!!
Maureen thinks she is one of the most medically
tested people in the country. The procedure took
over twelve months before she could proceed with
the donation.
Not only did she have to pass the physical tests but
several psychological screenings to make sure she
understood what she may be facing.
The upside of all this testing was that she qualified
for reduced rates on her life insurance after she
passed all tests with flying colours, something that
you would probably not think too much about when
undergoing such a long series of tests.
The recipient was known to Maureen and she
deemed the gift of a kidney and its potential to
enhance and extend someone’s life to be a worthy
thing to do.
It was an excellent talk and Maureen is a lady
of great bravery and humility. For such a serious
operation Maureen made light of it, just as if she was
just going to catch a bus.

Record Breakers, Summer Reading Challenge 2015
As part of this year’s Summer Reading Challenge,
Knowle Library will be participating alongside
other libraries in an attempt to set a Guinness World
Records title.
They will seek the title for the most pledges
received for a reading campaign at the Library on

Saturday 11th July, the launch date for the Summer
Reading Challenge, between 10am and 1pm.
Children and adults are encouraged to make a
pledge in this Record Breakers attempt and to join
in these celebrations with craft activities and face
painting for children.
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Clean for The Queen - The Great Village Tidy Up
Our volunteer force makes a big difference on Thursday 12th May

W

Community Services - Lilla Baker

ell we did it! We cleaned up the village centre
under the ‘Clean for the Queen Campaign’.
On a lovely sunny day, we managed to fill 25+
bags of very assorted litter and bottles from the
surrounding hedges and area near the Village Hall,
painted the benches outside Tesco and continued
on from last year with further improvement to the
raised flower beds.
In addition, thanks to WPC Sharon Grant, we were
able to return a stray handbag, arrange for a long
parked vehicle to be removed, and to be reassured
a certain area was being regularly checked regarding
certain anti-social activities!
A very big thank you to Angela Bird, Bill
Bohanna, Liz Hulse, David Watson, David Bower,
Mike Fisher, Ian Kay, Carol Kay, Nav Sharma, Sheila
Andrews, Belinda Hancox, Sandra, Alison Byworth,
Tim Byworth, David Adderley, Roger King, Roger
Kennedy, Gordon O’Connor, Juliet Deane, Cllr Jeff
Potts, Kerry Mountjoy (SMBC) and WPC Sharon
Grant.
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Also our thanks go to Jo Williams (SMBC Community
Engagement Officer) for her support, provision of
equipment etc; Caroline Spelman MP for dropping
off the Clean for The Queen bags; Tesco for giving
us bottled water, bananas and cereal bars and to the
Greswolde Arms Hotel for coffees.
We must not forget the Scouts, who kicked off the
clean up on Wednesday 11th May by litter picking the
Nature Reserve.
Nor should we overlook the many passers-by who
gave us encouragement (no, sorry, we do not do
gardens!).
Please, now, could everyone do their bit to ensure
they use the bins for litter rather than dropping it
or shoving it in the hedge and could parents remind
their children to do so, particularly in the park.
Meanwhile, congratulations and thank you to those
who do.
Lilla Baker
communityservices@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 739073
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And the Village Celebrates with a Party for The Queen
The indifferent weather could not dampen spirits on Sunday 12th June

T

he weather outside was frightful (but did not
deter people from turning out) and our party
was delightful.
There was a quick change of plan with all table
top events having to come inside the hall and the
marquee, leaving the bigger items out in the rain,
including Steve Chaplin’s WW2 vehicles and his antiaircraft gun, which would not quite fit into either.
Our little ‘Queen for the Day’ Pixie and her sister
Tilly, the princess, thoroughly enjoyed themselves
and after the crowning, carried out admirably by our
own Councillor Jeff Potts, they were presented with
commemorative china mugs. These were filled with
sweets, of course, as a memento of the occasion.
We chose six year old Pixie as our Queen, because
of the courage and fortitude she has shown for the
last year since being diagnosed with kidney cancer.
She has endured the removal of one kidney and a
series of chemotherapy sessions.
However, now things are definitely looking
brighter for the future and, with the support of Mum,

Sallie Partidge (née Lidgate), Dad, Andrew, and nine
year old Tilly, she remains upbeat. Our best wishes
are with them for the future.
There was such a good turnout despite the weather
that we managed to make £1,100 profit, all of which
will go towards the refurbishment of the Village Hall.
I must express a sincere thank you to everyone
who answered the ‘Call to Arms’ and volunteered
to help in whatever way. Be warned! We have your
names on record for any future events.
Our thanks also go to: Chris Adderley (Revels),
Aldi (Shirley), Arden Observer, Steve Chaplin, Pete
Clark, Colebridge Trust, Adam Eržen, Eric Lyons
Ltd, Knowle C.of.E. Primary Academy PTA, Knowle
& Dorridge Lions, Knowle & Dorridge Round Table,
Loch Fyne, Ruxton Independent Estate Agents,
Solihull MBC, Solutions2 UK Ltd, Knowle URC,
Tesco (Knowle), Jobs Close Residential Home.
Janet Eržen
history@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 779040

Local History - Janet Eržen
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A Day Out from Knowle - Cromford, Derbyshire

Cromford (Photograph by Mike Peel [www.mikepeel.net] reproduced with permission)

Day Out

C
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romford in Derbyshire, to many who pass
through, is an unremarkable village where
the A6 follows a sharp bend in the course of the
River Derwent. Most speed on through en route to
Matlock, Bakewell and the Peak District, unaware of
its heritage as a cradle of the Industrial Revolution,
and without stopping to assimilate its vast importance
to the history of manufacturing.
Cromford was where the pioneer of mechanisation,
Sir Richard Arkwright, built the first water powered
cotton spinning mill in 1771. In doing so, he came to
be seen as the father of mass production. Now, as a
result, Cromford Mill is the gateway to the Derwent
Valley Mills, a World Heritage Site which draws
visitors from across the world.
The Mill today is a testament to a new generation
of entrepreneurs, the Arkwright Society, who over the
past forty years have rescued and restored buildings,
opened it as a visitor attraction and innovatively
developed new income streams to sustain the premises
and fund their ongoing work.
There are daily tours of the Mill from 11am to
2.30pm (except Fridays) which last about an hour.
These explain why Cromford, with its reliable water
supply was so vital to Arkwright’s success and how
the revolutionary techniques he introduced were so
ground breaking.
After which, the temptations of the Mill Yard
Restaurant will probably beckon. For those who lunch,
there are home made Homily Pie, jacket potatoes and
other snacks to eat, either indoors, where the walls
are adorned with local artwork, or outside in the yard
itself. For others who come later, there are delicious
scones and cakes for Afternoon Tea.

Those in search of something stronger than tea,
though, can select Arkwright’s Ale at the Wheatcroft’s
Wharf Café Bar and Restaurant and, on a pleasant
day, sit at the water’s edge to sip it.
Yet, there is more to Cromford than the Mill. It is
the start of the High Peak Trail, the 17 mile walking
and cycling route into the heart of the Peak District,
following the former track of the Cromford and High
Peak Railway.
Its starting point is High Peak Junction, one and
a half miles south east of the town. It rises past
Cromford itself to pass through Black Rocks Country
Park, a popular walking and climbing destination
and viewpoint. From here a host of moorland and
woodland trails fan out.
Then, back to Cromford and its Industrial
revolution heritage, there is Cromford Wharf. This is
the start point of the Cromford Canal which brought
goods in and out along a 14 mile connection to the
Erewash Canal, through 14 locks and four tunnels.
A number of the old canal terminus buildings are
still there at the Wharf and the towpath can be walked
for the first five miles to Ambergate
The Friends of Cromford Canal run scheduled
trips throughout the year on a restored narrowboat
from Cromford to High Peak Junction, where the
canal met the railway. Here, refreshments and an
audio tour of the history of the canal and railway are
available.
Meanwhile, the boat ride itself is a peaceful
journey except when interrupted by a familiar,
booming, recorded voice over the intercom, that of
the Friends’ Chairman, the renowned actor Brian
Blessed.
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Memories of Growing Up in Knowle Between the Wars

M

Local History - Janet Eržen

ichael William Savage
was born in Knowle
in February 1922 and died in
Treviso, Italy in June of last year.
Back in October 2010, his son,
Leonardo, contacted the Society
to ask us to help his father with
his memoirs.
With the assistance of Mrs
Lilian Poole, who used to live
a couple of doors away from
the Savage family in Northend
Cottages and remembers them
very well, there followed five
years of exchanging information
with Italy via the USA.
Northend Cottages (1575- 1585 Warwick Road, just below Artillery Cottage)
In the first of an occasional
series of extracts from the
My sister went to the same school, but she was in a
resultant memoirs, Michael remembered his, not
different class. She used to tell tales on me, which
entirely happy, early life in Knowle and gives an
were not true, and I always got the strap when father
insight into life in the village in the 1920s and 1930s:
came home from work. My mother never helped me
but my granny always defended me.
I used to wake up at 7.00am, get out of bed and
The only time there was any peace was when my
put cold clothes on, especially in the winter. Then
auntie came from London to stay for two weeks.
followed a quick wash in cold water in the kitchen
Another auntie, my mother’s sister was a missionary
sink, there was no such thing as a bathroom. After
nun, Sister Benedict, in the Good Shepherd convent
a cup of tea and a piece of bread and butter for
in Kotahena, Sri Lanka and she came to stay on two
breakfast and a warm by the fire, it was time to go
occasions.The first time I was seven years old and she
out, wet or fine.
gave me a beautiful cross which has never left me,
With a thick jersey for a coat, you prayed that it
wherever I go it is in my pocket.
wasn’t raining otherwise you sat in school with wet
When I was 12 years old I was still getting the
clothes on all day. Sometimes, if you were lucky,
strap from my father so I decided it was time for that
the teacher would dry them by the fire. For lunch,
to come to an end! The toilet to the house was just
I always took a sandwich of bread and lard or bread
across the yard from the back door.
and dripping. When school finished at 4 o’clock, I
One night I went to the toilet but did not go back
went back home again and out to play in the back
to the house again. Instead I crossed the garden and
yard until it was time for tea.
got into the pigsty with the two pigs. I stayed there
Tea was a piece of bread and jam. Cakes were not
all night until it began to get light, then I went out
heard of, except perhaps on a Sunday, if someone
into the field across the road, over two more fields,
came to tea. There was no homework, your lessons
until I got to the farm called Longdon Hall.
were done at school. So, at 6.30pm it was time for
The men were calling the cows for milking, and
bed. The bed was very cold, but you had to suffer it.
they asked me where I came from, I told them the
Knowle school was a Church of England school,.
whole story, and they took me to the master of the
As we were a Catholic family, it wasn’t long before I
house, Mr Clementson, and his wife, who gave me
left (I can’t recall the reason I was there in the first
something to eat and drink.
place) and went to St. Augustine’s R.C. school on
They then went to my mother, told her where I
Herbert Rd, Solihull, on the bus every day until I
was and told her I could stay on the farm. There was
had a bicycle. The headmistress was Mrs McGready,
no problem because of the way I was being treated
followed in turn by Miss O’Driscoll. Father Rowan
at home.
was the priest at the church. I have a photo of my first
For the short time I still had left at school I
communion with Erica Knightley, John Hawksford,
continued to attend every day but came back to the
Paul Lucas and his sister, and Pauline McGauley.
farm which was my home from then on.
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In Conversation ... with Pamela Mount
Cheryl Steventon talks to the Lead Practice Nurse at Knowle Surgery

A

s part of our regular series of conversations,
Cheryl meets up with Pamela Mount who has
been the Lead Practice Nurse at Knowle Surgery for
21 years:
Pam, I suspect you have probably treated
most of our readers at one time or another!
What does a usual day entail?
My duties are very varied, I see patients with chronic
diseases, such as Asthma, Diabetes and COPD. I
deal with women’s health, travel immunisations,
children’s immunisations, minor surgery, family
planning, dressings and many more. I have such
variety in my job.
I understand that you have recently been
awarded the prestigious Queen’s Nurse
Award. How did you get nominated?
Two of my patients nominated me and then I had to
do a written application about myself. Not everyone
who was nominated was successful but I was, which
was very fortunate, I am really honoured. It is
especially meaningful that it was my patients who
nominated me.
The award is the most amazing thing in my nursing
career that has happened to me. I love my job, I adore
my patients and patient satisfaction and high quality
care is my priority.
Congratulations! What was the day you were
presented with your award like?
I had to go down to London for the presentation. It
was a very formal occasion. I was given my award by
Jane Cummings, Chief Nursing Officer for England.
It was in the Grand Hall at the Grand Connaught
Rooms in Great Queens Street, Covent Garden on
Monday 9th May this year.

Pam receives her award in London

One comment from my patients was read out to the
audience, which was only one of two such comments
and was a very emotional moment for me. It was
such a special day.
I am sure that I speak for all of us when I
say we are very glad we have you at Knowle
Surgery.
So when you are not nursing, what do you
like to do in your spare time?
I have a horse and love horse riding. Also, I am a very
keen gardener.
Thank you for speaking with us Pam and we
wish you all the best for the future.

Other Community Services News
Bridget Sproston and Lynne Steyn have resigned,
after many years as members of our Committee, due
to changes/promotions in their working life.
I thank them both - Bridget for representation on
Transport Committees and Lynne for liaison with
our Neighbourhood services. I am pleased, though,
that Lynne will continue to update the Community
Notice Board in the precinct.
TRANSPORT
Ian Kay has agreed to take over from Bridget as our
representative on the Solihull Partnership Forum.
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AIRPORT
The decision of the CAA rgarding Airport take off
routes was announced in April. As expected, Option
6, the route that is nearer to Knowle, was selected
and became permanently effective as of May 26th.
This was introduced with the condition that
the Airport will investigate specifically further
possibilities for noise reduction over Balsall Common
and Barston.
Lilla Baker
communityservices@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 739073
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A Circumnavigation of Birmingham Airport on Foot
Our local walking series takes us around Elmdon Heath

F

along the fairly recently built slip road that leads to
the A45. Immediately after this crosses the Coventry
Road, the cycle and pedestrian route turns back to
the right and down a slope to join the main road.
Here the footpath runs alongside the A45 all the
way to Damson Parkway, except for a short stretch
under the flightpath, where it climbs a bank and gives
an improved view across the carriageways to planes
waiting take off, as in the photo above, and those
coming in to land.
Taking care to cross Damson Parkway when the
lights are favourable, use the footbridge beyond
to cross the busy A45 to the opposite footway and
proceed along it until, immediately before the Eagle
Court Business Park, a footpath leads through the
adjacent hedge.
From here the route follows the Airport perimeter
fence again, along the edge of Hatchford Brook Golf
Course and into Sheldon Country Park, where plane
spotters gather on the paved path at the end of the
runway.
Turning right on this path leads towards Marston
Green Station and into the end of Marston Lane.
Walk along this road, isolated between the railway
tracks and the runway, to return to your car.

Local Walk

or an urban stroll, this route gives very limited
sight of houses, but, for the transport aficionado,
few walks will give any greater exposure to cars,
lorries, trains and planes.
This is a lengthy route at a little over five miles,
but is fairly flat. Well, it must be, because it is a stroll
around the perimeter of the Airport, which was built
on the level ground of Elmdon Heath for that reason.
Parking in either Elmdon Road or Elmdon Lane,
in Marston Green, near where the former crosses
over the railway, the route starts with a descent of
steps adjacent to the railway bridge there. A footpath
leads from it alongside the mainline tracks.
Eventually this reaches the airport perimeter fence
and follows it, with excellent views of planes on the
tarmac, past the terminal building and out towards
Bickenhill Lane. On reaching this dual carriageway,
turn right along its pavement. The route crosses a set
of lights where northbound buses exit the airport site
and soon afterwards the footway drifts away from the
road and into the trees. It then leads out onto the
Airport’s internal roadway.
Cross this Terminal access road and turn left
towards the Airport main exit. Cross over the
entrance to the Long Stay Car Park and continue
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A Warm Welcome to our New Members
who have joined the Society since our last Newsletter
As my first duty in the role of Membership Secretary, I extend a very warm welcome to
our new Members joining in the last few months:
Mr D Aitchison

Mr D Ford

Mr N Sharma

Ms A Britton

Mrs D Grant

Mr & Mrs C Taylor

Mr L Dovey

Mr & Mrs J Moon

Mr & Mrs A Todd

The vast majority of subscriptions for 2015/16 have now been collected, thank you very
much. Any outstanding amounts will be collected with next year’s subs in October.
Many of you will know about the Gift Aid system, where we can reclaim the tax that
you have paid on the money you use to pay your subscription. This gives our funds a real
boost each year. If you have not provided a Gift Aid declaration I will be writing in the near
future to ask if you can do so, providing you qualify.
I must also remind those who have signed one, that if their circumstances change and
they do not pay enough Income and/or Capital Gains Tax, they should let me know as we
cannot then claim Gift Aid for their subscription – we don’t want HMRC chasing us!
Leighton Jones, membership@knowlesociety.org.uk, Knowle 773894

Three ‘B’s But No Bees on Sunny Spring Stroll
Given the moniker “Three
‘B’s”, the route took in
Brueton Park, the River
Blythe and some Bluebell
laden woodland between
the river and the M42.
Added bonus ‘B’s en
route included some tree
blossom, wild blooms and
bullrushes but, in an area
where a bee or three might
have been expected, there
were none. A sign of the
times, regrettably.
We arrived back at the
he Society’s early May walk saw 27
Brueton Park lake, after
enthusiastic ramblers set out under a stroll up the riverbank, just as the light
blue skies on a course which combined of the day started to fade. We had been
well worn paths with some less travelled. fortunate, a May evening is rarely warmer.

T

The Knowle Society
We have over 3300 members;
can you encourage your
friends and neighbours to
join too? This may be done
either by contacting the
Membership Secretary or
through an application
form on our website (address
below).
Established to maintain the
character of the Village.

Website and Social
Media:
www.knowlesociety.org.uk
www.facebook.com/
KnowleSociety
www.twitter.com/
KnowleSociety
Membership:
Leighton Jones
23 Newton Road, Knowle
B93 9HL
01564 773894
membership@
knowlesociety.org.uk
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