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Cable laying works on Warwick Road near Wychwood Avenue

the time of going to press, the
‘road works’ that are making
their way up the Warwick Road from
the M42 have almost reached the
Wychwood roundabout.
The Society understands that
the contractor, Morrison Utility
Services, on behalf of Western Power
Distribution, is laying power cabling
through to supply the former RAF
Honiley airfield at Fen End. This is in
preparation for Jaguar Land Rover’s
relocation of an additional 300
engineering staff to the site.
That site, and its test track, had
first become a centre for automotive
excellence when used by Prodrive,
which enjoyed links to Formula One
engineering teams.
By mid April there will be traffic
restrictions along the High Street,
with a one way flow for a four week
period. Traffic from the Station Road
end will be diverted via Lodge Road.
Meanwhile, members can be
assured that the contractors are
taking action to minimise delays.
The Society, the Council and the
Contractor are in close contact, on
your behalf, to keep traffic moving
as much as possible whilst this cable
is being laid through Knowle.

Events Diary

Working to Minimise Disruption
Wednesday May 4th
7.00pm at Brueton Park
Thursday May 12th
Various times/locations
Monday May 16th
8.00pm in the Village Hall
Sunday June 12th
12.30pm to 5.00pm
Wednesday June 22nd
7.00pm at Henwood
Monday July 18th
8.00pm in the Village Hall

Park Nature Reserve and River Blythe Walk, 3.5 miles
Meet in Brueton Park Car Park
Clean for the Queen
An opportunity to volunteer with a village tidy up
I Was a Live Kidney Donor
Maureen Sutherland
Knowle joins in with the National Celebrations
at and around Knowle Village Hall
Hampton In Arden Arboretum and Church, 3.5 miles
Meet at Recreation / Sports Ground, Shadowbrook Lane. B92 0DQ
The Story of Charlecote Park
Tony Gulliman
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News from the Society’s AGM held on Sat 27th February
Holding the AGM on a Saturday afternoon for the
second time was once again a success with a good
attendance and a buzz of conversation either side of
the formal business. Draft minutes will be published
in due course, but the highlights were:1. Thanks were recorded to Kate Stables, Peter
Ewin and Peter Johnson who stepped down as Trustee
Directors. Both Peters had given long service as TDs,
Peter Ewin as a former Chairman, Peter Johnson as
both former Membership Secretary and Treasurer.

2. The re-election of Bill Bohanna as Chairman,
Andrew Marston as Deputy Chairman and David
Watson as Treasurer and re-appointment of other
TDs who had been due to stand down.
3. An update on the Village Greens project from
Leighton Jones (see opposite).
4. A presentation from Jane Aykroyd, Chair of the
Knowle, Dorridge and Bentley Heath Neighbourhood
Forum about its work and the housing challenge that
we face, see page 10.

In Memory of Pam Watson, 6 Nov 1948 - 20 Feb 2016

M

embers of the Society had been shocked to learn of the sudden loss of Pam, and the AGM stood in silence
just a week later to remember her and the contibution she made to our work.
Janet Eržen recalls Pam on behalf of the Society and especially the Local History Committee:

Bill Bohanna, Chairman

Pam walked into the Local History Centre seven
years ago and announced “I have retired from nursing
and am here to offer my services to Local History. I
was born and brought up in Knowle so I think I can
be of use to you”.
She certainly was in many ways, especially with
her knowledge of the village and local people.
Pam started as a steward on Saturdays in the
Local History Centre and then also joined the
committee. She was always the first to put her hand
up if volunteers were needed for anything, was full
of ideas and suggestions for local history or indeed
for Society events as a whole, and together with
her retired doctor husband, David, (our Society’s
Treasurer) acted as First Aiders at most of our village
events.
She was also an extremely generous, kind and nice
person and in the words of a fellow KS Trustee “Pam
was one of those reliable and willing people who
make the Society tick. A very sad loss to David and
family, the Society and community.”
Pam will be very much missed.
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Pam Watson in one of her many volunteering roles,
making tea for our volunteers

.... and a Tribute from Knowle Royal British Legion
Prior to joining Knowle Royal British Legion, Pam
was a member of Coleshill/Water Orton Branch and
spent ten years as Poppy Appeal Organiser for that
branch.
On moving back to Knowle, she joined the Royal
British Legion Knowle Branch in 2009 and also the
Women’s Section in 2011. Pam served on the branch
committee taking over as Poppy Appeal Organiser in
2011.
During her five years in that role, Pam and her
team increased the yearly total raised year on year.

This was even more surprising as the country was in
a recession and money was tight. Last year’s total was
over £26,000.
One of Pam’s biggest achievements by far during
her time as Poppy Appeal Organiser, was obtaining
the rights to be the official branch collectors during
Remembrance season at the NEC in Birmingham and
the Metropole Hotel.
Pam will be sadly missed by all who knew her at
Branch and County level.
Ray Warren - Branch Chairman, Knowle RBL
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The Village Greens Project - Where Next?

A

As a result the Hearing was adjourned until the 19th,
so both parties could try and find evidence of why
this was being done.
In the event, no conclusive evidence was found, so
the Inspector will have to weigh the evidence on the
balance of probabilities.
A similar situation arose over whether or not
Council byelaws applying to ‘Open Spaces’ applied
to Area A. Again there was a disagreement between
the parties. The objectors were saying that they did,
as there was an area included as ‘Purnells Brook
Open Space’, which must be Area A. We said that
it actually applied to the area alongside Hillmorton
Road, where Purnells Brook rises.
The effect of each of these aspects would be that
Registration could not take place – if the Objectors
were correct. If we were correct, we would be OK.
At the end of the proceedings, it was not clear
which way the Inspector was leaning. He was very
good at being balanced and ensuring both parties
were able to present all their evidence.
We shall have to wait for his report into all three
Areas. This will be sent to the Council and will give
his view as to whether we have produced a good
enough case for Registration of one or more of the
Areas. The Council will make the formal decision, as
they have the legal powers needed.
I must thank everyone involved in this project
from the very beginning in 2011, whatever their
involvement. Without your help we would certainly
have failed in preserving these Open Spaces for
public enjoyment.
Leighton Jones, Knowle 773894
villagegreens@knowlesociety.org.uk

Village Greens

s I mentioned in the previous Newsletter, a Public
Hearing was to be held into our applications for
registration of three green spaces as ‘Village Greens’.
In the event, the Council withdrew its objection to
Registration of Areas C & D - those alongside the
Park. The Inspector therefore decided that a Public
Hearing into those Areas was not necessary and he
would decide on them based on the written evidence.
I don’t know whether this was a good thing or not,
we shall have to see!
The Hearing into Area A began, as planned, on 1st
Feb. The Inspector indicated that he hoped it would
not take all week. We were to present our evidence
first, assisted by our barrister, Ned Westaway.
The Objectors were mainly Wallace Properties
Ltd, the owner of the land, assisted by a QC, Mr
Douglas Edwards. It was far too expensive for us to
engage a QC, but our barrister did us proud. A good
number of users of the land had written statements
expanding on their use of the land and being willing
to appear at the Hearing to give oral evidence.
We did not need all of them, so submitted a
selection as written evidence and eighteen people
eventually gave oral evidence. The Objector’s QC
tested their evidence and all did well.
After we had finished, on the second day, there was
a conference between the lawyers, so the Inspector
and representatives of both sides set off for a walk
around Area A, so the Inspector could be clear about
the evidence we had given.
When we returned, the lawyers had agreed that
even more research was required into an aspect that
had come up in the oral evidence. This related to the
fact that the Council had been maintaining the land
for as long as anyone knew.
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Clean for the Queen in Knowle on Thursday May 12th
And other Community Services News

Lilla Baker, Community Services

A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
Working with Kerry Mountjoy, our Solihull Council
Neighbourhood Officer, I am planning a clean up of
the village centre and the park on May 12th.
As part of the Rural Action Plan, Kerry is planning
to spruce up the High Street by having the lampposts
and black metal posts repainted. A deep clean will
benefit pavements and, hopefully, a check & levelling
of any moved paving. (Slabs do move with differing
weather conditions and are never entirely smooth!)
The Community Services team will organise
a litter pick in conjunction with this, hopefully
involving other community organisations, including
perhaps schools, Scouts and Brownies etc, although
they have not as yet been approached!
Whilst details are not yet firmed up, if you would
like to help and are willing to give an hour or two to
be part of one the small teams I hope to put together,
please email me at the address below with your
details. I shall be back in touch. You will only need
sensible footwear, strong gloves and a smile. Picker
uppers and bags etc will be supplied by the Council.
Whilst many of you will be at work during the day,
there should still be time for you to do your bit, if
you can, at the end of the day or over the weekend.
You could also get together with your neighbours
and tidy up your road, avenue, crescent or close and
have some fun and a drink. If you do, please send me
a note or photo for the next newsletter.
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PARK
Those who frequent the park will be pleased to
know that I received the following response to my
suggestion that something more needed doing,
following the success last year with the natural stream
at the top of the bank:
“I can confirm that the flooding issue along the
bottom footpath in Knowle Park is being addressed
by the Council’s Flooding & Drainage Team and I
hope work will be programmed in before the end of
this financial year, so there is no need to include it
in next year’s rural action plan”.

Knowle Park - keeping it well drained

AIRPORT
I have attended a further Airport Consultative
Committee meeting. and, despite a letter from the
meeting’s Chairman, we still have no decision from
the CAA regarding the flight path trials of Options 5
and 6. They have stated a decision is hoped for by the
end of March, so please look for further news on the
Society’s website.
POLICE
The next surgeries are at the Library on:
Monday 4th April		
1.00-3.00pm
Monday 9th May
1.00-3.00pm
Thursday 9th June
1.00-3.00pm
Our neighbourhood team has reported that there
appears to be a rise in opportunistic theft from
vehicles and burglaries in the Knowle and Dorridge
area. They ask residents to ensure that vehicles and
homes are secure.
Lilla Baker
communityservices@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 739073
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The Work of the Dogs Trust and the Gardens at Hidcote
Two Interesting Monthly Monday Evening Talks

W

If you are interested in Gardens then our February
talk should have been right up your street! Derek
Bull, who has been at Hidcote Manor Gardens for
many years, spoke to us about the Gardens’ origins,
what his role there is and encouraged us to pay them
a visit, of course!
The Gardens are in north Gloucestershire,
not far from Chipping Camden and bordering
Warwickshire, to the south of Stratford-upon-Avon.
We owe this outstanding National Trust feature to
one man, Lawrence Johnston, the son of a wealthy
American, Mrs Gertrude Winthrop, who bought the
Hidcote estate for Lawrence in 1907.
At that time Hidcote did not have a formal
garden. So, Lawrence set about creating them and,
subsequently, presented them to the National Trust
in 1948. They have since been Grade One listed by
English Heritage.
The illustrated talk tried to cover all of the
different garden areas to be found at Hidcote but
we got to about 30 different garden areas (and there
were more to go) when, unfortunately, we ran out
of time.
Derek was
probably secretly
pleased at this as
it means to see
everything people
will have to
actually visit the
Gardens.
This was a
very good talk,
delivered for us
by an excellent
presenter,
and
it was very well
appreciated by his
Derek Bull
audience.
Charles Robinson,
meetings@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 775770

Meetings and Social - Charles Robinson

e
have
had two
excellent talks so
far this year with
good attendance
at a time when it
is dark and cold
at 8.00pm on a
Monday evening.
We kicked off
in January with
Helen
Barlow
who has worked
for the Dogs Trust
(formerly
the
Helen Barlow
National Canine Defence
League) for a number of years as a Support Relations
Officer at Kenilworth.
Helen brought along her canine friend (adopted
from the Trust, of course) who made his own impact,
being very cute and friendly.
The Trust’s mission is to bring about the day
when all dogs can enjoy a happy life, free from the
threat of unnecessary destruction and it has a history
stretching back to 1891.
Helen covered the history of the Trust, the largest
dog welfare charity in the UK, and then brought
things up to date outlining its care for around 16,000
dogs in a nationwide network of 20 Rehoming
Centres each year. It prides itself that no healthy dog
is ever destroyed.
The Trust has a range of programmes and activities.
It runs subsidised neutering campaigns in areas of
the UK with the most acute stray dog problems. The
Freedom Project helps pet owners who are fleeing
domestic violence by fostering their animals while
they start a new life and the Hope Project gives
preventative veterinary care to dogs belonging to
homeless people. The Trust also advises government
on any matters concerning dog ownership.
We would thank Helen for her very enlightening,
interesting talk.
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Exhibitions Schedule for the Queen’s 90th Birthday Year
Local History Centre Exhibition News

Local History

O

ur exhibition featuring Major Leslie Statham
(aka Arnold Steck) has had to be cancelled due
to a lack of available photographic material.
The exhibition was the idea of our late colleague
Pam Watson. As, before she sadly passed away, she
was very disappointed about it not going ahead, I
promised to write up the factual information we had
for publication in the Newsletter (see opposite).
Our next exhibition, Celebrations and Good Times
in Knowle, will run from April to June, to coincide
with the Queen’s birthday.

This will be followed in the 2016 exhibitions schedule,
from July to September, by ’Sports In Knowle’ and
then, for the remainder of the year, by ‘The Bower
Family and Knowle Lodge’.
The Local History Committee is now working on
our special extra event. This will be taking place at
and around the Village Hall on Sunday 12th June to
celebrate the Queen’s 90th birthday, see page 3.
Janet Eržen,
history@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 779040

Library Volunteering Extends to A First Wednesday

Library Volunteers

The Mayor visits the Shared Lives stall

Soon after our Libary volunteers celebrated the fifth
anniversary of their Saturday opening with a tea party,
the additional opening has extended to a Wednesday
for the first time.
Unfortunately, our Chairman, Bill, could not
make it because of a nasty cold. However, I went to
the Library on February 3rd for a trial Wednesday
opening as part of Knowle Health Week.
Liz and Donna (our Library Managers) had set
everything up with teas, coffees and a range of
healthy drinks plus some treats, not to mention some
balloons provided by an acupuncturist. We were

joined by representatives from several charities and
community organisations. Stalls had been set up by
Stroke Survivors, Shared Lives, RNIB and Age UK.
Initially there were no visitors and I went out on
the street with Liz, and an A Board promoting the free
drinks and treats offer, to try and find some. Strangely,
the High Street and Precinct were completely empty.
Nevertheless, a few folk appeared by the time The
Mayor, Cllr Glenis Slater, came to meet us and spent
a good hour chatting with everyone.
I was able to promote the Society and tell of Bill’s
role in getting the Library volunteering work moving
in the first place. We are hoping for and working
towards opening on a Wednesday morning, maybe
monthly at first, with the help of our volunteers.
Having community groups and charities present
to help and provide information would be a useful
addition to that offer and it would be wonderful if we
were able to find a sponsor or sponsors.
Meanwhile, this first morning was a success with
much talking and finding out what it was all about
and a couple of customers were delighted that books
could be exchanged when the Library is normally
closed on a Wednesday.

Thanking the Library volunteers at the Fifth Anniversary Tea Party
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Major Frank Leslie Statham MBE (ARCM, ORAM, PSM)
Composer & arranger of military marches and light music, 1905 – 1974

L

In the 1960 NewYears Honours list, Major Statham
was made a Member of the Most Excellent Order of
the British Empire.
He retired in 1962 to concentrate on his career as
a composer and arranger of marches and light music.
A CD of some of Major Statham’s compositions
is available. It is called “A Dream Realised”. An extract
from the CD sleeve reads:
“Leslie Statham was one of the most gifted
composers British military music has ever
seen. As well as being a superb composer
of military music, he became one of the
country’s leading composers of light music.”

Janet Eržen, Local History

eslie Statham was born in Knowle on 18th
December 1905, the son of local baker George
Statham and his wife Mary.
They came from the Leicester area and were
recorded as still living there in the 1891 census. By
the time of the 1901 census, George and Mary are
shown to be living in Lodge Road, Knowle.
It is believed that he worked for the baker Mr John
Banks in his bakery on the High Street, where the Jade
Palace Takeaway Chinese Restaurant is now. When Mr
Banks gave up the bakery and moved to New Road,
Solihull around 1903/04, George Statham took over
the bakery and this is where Leslie Statham was born.
Leslie attended the village school and the Knowle
Church Sunday School.
In 1924 he joined the 2nd Royal Scots as a bandsman
and later attended The Royal Military School of
Music, Kneller Hall, Twickenham. Whilst there, the
band visited Canada in 1931 and Leslie was featured
as a solo pianist.
In 1935 he joined the 2nd Manchester Regiment as
a Band Master and in 1945 he was appointed Director
of Music at The Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst.
From there he went to the Welsh Guards as Band
Master and in the late 1940s he took the band to
Canada to play at the National Exhibition in Toronto,
where it was estimated that their 127 concerts were
attended by nearly one and a half million people.
They made a further trip to the Canadian National
Exhibition following the coronation in 1953.
Major Statham is remembered mostly for his
compositions and arrangements of light music and
marches with titles like “Piccadilly”, “Birdcage Walk”
and “Path of Glory”. He also wrote the Wimbledon
Championships closing theme “Sporting Occasion”
and is best known of all, of course, for the original
signature tune for Match of the Day, “Drum Majorette”.
This was used from 1964 until 1970 when the current
tune by Barry Stoller replaced it.
A lot of Major Statham’s original works were
written under his pen name Arnold Steck.

Volunteers Needed to Marshal for the Fun Run
Knowle will once again be hosting the hugely succesful
Fun Run organised by Knowle and Dorridge Lions
on Sunday 15th May.
The Society will again be supporting the successful
running of the event by offering help with marshalling
on the day.

If you are able to volunteer, please come and join
in for just a few hours, to represent the Society as a
marshal.Your help will be greatly appreciated.
To register or for more information, please contact
me on 01564 779708.
Martin Warr
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Middlefield Housing Approved Despite Layout Concerns
And other News from the Planning Committee

Andrew Marston, Planning

Development site entrance on Hertford Way today

I

must report that after two Council Planning
Committee meetings, despite objections, the Taylor
Wimpey Homes’ detailed application for 110 houses
and flats on the site known as land to the north east
of Hertford Way, off Grove Road, was eventually
approved.
Some alterations to the original layout had been
made but none that would enable the scheme to
be one that relates to other large developments in
Knowle.
There are no sweeping curves to the road layout
for example, which would vary the lengths of
individual driveways giving a ‘relaxed’ feel of space.
Instead the scheme will have the appearance of a
‘regimented’ development constructed with straight
lines everywhere and hardly a step or stagger in sight.

Needed - Your Old Spectacles

L

ocal opticians are helping Knowle and Dorridge
Lions to put old spectacles to good use. The
appeal is out for all those who wear glasses to dig out
their discarded pairs in order to help others.
Used glasses will be collected, sorted and
distributed as far as eye clinics in Papua New Guinea,
Ghana, Nigeria and Nepal. Any that are broken will
be recycled for scrap metal and the funds used to
support eye related projects in the UK and overseas.
They can be dropped off at any time in May to one
of the local opticians helping with the project:
• Alan Tyler in Dorridge
• Bannisters in Knowle
• Vision Express in Knowle
or placed in bins provided at the Knowle Fun Run on
15th May.
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This scheme layout is, of course, partly due to
the need to maximise densities in order to meet
the current Government housing provision
demands made through the Council. The good
news, however, is that our local Neighbourhood
Forum intends to look at a ‘design-guide’
approach to future development in preparing
the Neighbourhood Plan. If adopted, this would
improve the appearance of future developments.
The Council’s Local Plan Review consultation,
mentioned in my last Report, resulted in
our sending a full response to the Council. It
identified the Committee’s concerns of the
impact on the village as a consequence of the
gradual erosion of the Green Belt surrounding
Knowle to meet the ever-growing number of
new houses required by Government.
The response identified the consequential impact
on the existing infrastructure of the village. These
would include provision of additional health and
education services, an increase in traffic coupled
to the existing lack of adequate car parking and a
possible adverse effect on the retail businesses in the
village itself. We are now waiting on the Council’s
reply, which is due later this year.
Finally, on behalf of the Planning Committee, I
welcome Peter Johnson as a new member. As I am
sure you all know, Peter has spent many years as a
Trustee Director and Mebership Secretary of the
Society. To have the benefit of his time and valued
experience of Knowle, is much appreciated and will,
I know, be of great advanatage to us all.
Andrew Marston, Knowle 774082
planning@knowlesociety.org.uk
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Local Nature Reserve - Help and Comments Requested
And a Bulb Planting Update from the Natural Environment Chair

W

LNR Boundary (courtesy of Solihull MBC)

If you would like to join the team for the whole day,
or a couple of hours, please put the date in your diary
and we look forward to seeing you.
We also want you to tell us what you value on
the site now? What improvements could be made to
make it more enjoyable or accessible? What activities
would you like to take place?
Please send comments to me by email to the
address below or by post to 27 Widney Road,
Knowle, Solihull B93 9DX.
If you wish to find out more about the LNR, its
history, or of conservation generally, then thanks to
my predecessors the Natural Environment Pages of
the Society’s website has a wealth of information at
www.knowlesociety.org.uk/environment.
Liz Hulse, Knowle 773951
environment@knowlesociety.org.uk

Natural Environment - Liz Hulse

e were delighted to see the first shoots, then
the delicate daffodils and crocus flowers
appearing following the planting of the bulbs last
October (see photos below). We have planted a
variety of species, so we should have flowers in bloom
for more than a month each year.
We are now considering our plans for planting this
year. Due to the generosity of the donors we are able
to consider planting all of the next three phases in
2016. We are also considering increasing the planting
areas around the Wychwood roundabout and along
Warwick Road.
Now, an appeal for your help with the Job’s Close
Local Nature Reserve (LNR), which is a wonderful
wildlife haven stretching from an area of open space,
outside the boundary of the park, between Landor
and Hillmorton Roads, and following Purnell’s
Brook to the park boundary behind Job’s Close.
We have recently had a meeting with Adam Noon,
an ecologist working for Solihull Council, about
preparing an updated Management Plan to ensure
the diversity of the area is maintained and improved.
The Plan will not be available until the end of the
2016, as surveys need to be undertaken to confirm
what species are there now.
We could do with help for the butterfly survey,
which involves regular walks through the LNR, but
only in pleasant weather, as the butterflies are not
around in rainy or cold weather!
The LNR includes areas of grassland. This needs
cutting at the end of the season. Adam has arranged
for working parties from the Solihull Conservation
Volunteers and the Birmingham and Solihull
Midweek Conservation Volunteers to work on this
site on Sunday 25th September (10.30 to 16.00) and
Thursday 29th September (11.00 to 16.00).
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In Conversation ... with Jane Aykroyd
Dave Pinwell finds out about two key dates for our diaries

In Conversation

J

10

ane Aykroyd chairs the Knowle, Dorridge and
Bentley Heath (KDBH) Neighbourhood Forum,
which the Society, working with the Dorridge and
District Residents Association, helped form last year.
Jane leads a team committed to making the most
of a change in the law giving local people a greater say
in decisions about how their communities develop.
So Jane, what is the Neighbourhood Forum?
We are ordinary people who live or work in Knowle,
Dorridge and Bentley Heath who are coming together
through the Forum to create a ‘Neighbourhood Plan’.
Once approved, this is a legally binding document
that shapes the way our Area develops.
You mean where new housing is built?
That is important, yes. But not just housing. We are
looking to push for changes we need to community
facilities and infrastructure – transport, schools,
health and welfare – as a pre-requisite to change, so
there’s capacity to support any further growth.
Is further growth inevitable?
Given wider national and regional housing pressures,
yes. As an approved statutory body, the Forum’s
remit is not to resist any new development. What we
CAN do, as a community, is to directly influence the
location, size and design of any new developments.
We should not forget that growth, managed well,
can bring opportunities, too. By being proactive,
the aim is to replace piecemeal developments, with
a more integrated, longer term view that better
reflects what we, as a community, want for the future
of our Area.
Why is this so important now?
Solihull is reviewing its Local Plan. Three
development options under consideration directly
affect our Area. One could mean up to 1500 new
homes - that’s a 20% increase on current households
and radical change in anyone’s book.
Developers and landowners are now offering
land to Solihull Council. We want to make sure that
everyone is kept abreast of what is happening, and
provide a focus for people to make their voice heard.
How will you ensure that the Neighbourhood
Plan represents what the community wants?
Yes, that is crucial to what the Forum is about.
We’re doing all we can to reach all sections of the
community. But it’s a challenge. We are new and
building awareness takes time.
Joining the Forum is, of course, the easiest way for
us to keep people informed and involved.

Monthly meetings, special community Open Events,
surveys and consultations are all ways in which we
will be providing opportunities for people to express
their views. Ultimately, everyone in the Area will get
to vote on the final Neighbourhood Plan.
What is happening now?
We are excited because, having done lots of research
and taken initial soundings, we are now ready to start
developing the Plan ‘proper’. This kicks off with two
Open Community Events on 20th and 24th April at
Arden school, starting at 7pm and 2pm respectively.
We will be thinking about the future ‘vision’ for
our Area up to 2033, with interactive discussion,
debate and displays covering key themes from
feedback to date. You’ll hear more through our
publicity campaign and on our website, kdbh-np.org.
How will they make their views known if
they are unable to make it to those sessions?
We are busy creating a Residents’ Survey, launching
in May, that will give everyone in our Area a chance
to voice their views individually.
Any final thoughts?
Just a plea. Please join up – it costs nothing. And help
us spread the word as quickly as possible so no-one
is left out. How much more powerful will our voice
as a community be if our Neighbourhood Forum
represents thousands, not hundreds, of members.
Thank you for talking to us, Jane.
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A Lakeside and Marshland Figure of Eight Stroll
Our local walking series takes us to the Lake at Barston

T

On turning a corner and starting the climb towards
Hampton village, there is a left turn into Bellemere
Road to be taken.
Looking left at the T-junction that truncates
Bellemere Road, it appears as if the very last house
on that side has a long private drive. However, this
is actually a public footpath as well, and it can be
discerned leading on between the high hedge and the
single storey garage to the left of the house.
It leads to a further path which crosses three fields
in turn (the field boundaries shown in grey on the
map above).
Exiting the third field through the final hedge
returns you to the path between Marsh Lane and the
Lake. From here you can stroll back to the distant
building at its head, with its invitation to partake
of a plate and/or a glass, via the footpath along the
opposite bank to that of the outward leg.

Local Walk

he prevalence of low lying marshy land makes
this a walk for a May or June, after the ground
has dried out somewhat from a soggy winter.
It starts at the Lake at Barston, where a large
car park at the end of Manor House Farm Lane
accommodates golfers and fishermen as well as
walkers. Also, of course, the bar and restaurant
provide welcome refreshment after this two and a
quarter mile saunter around the figure of eight route.
From the Car Park, walk around the left hand side
of the building to find the view across the lake. Here,
at the rear, a path leads down towards the shore,
where you can turn left again to follow the lake’s
western bank all the way to its far end.
Towards the centre of the northern shore, a path
leads between the trees and takes you past a small pond
and into Marsh Lane which is followed, alongside the
mainline railway, and towards Hampton-in-Arden.
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New Members and a New Membership Secretary
We are delighted to give a warm welcome to these four new members to the Society:
Mr & Mrs J A Platt

Mr & Mrs Terra

Mr & Mrs R Savigar

Ms R Watts

and to announce that, following the returement of Peter Johnson,
Leighton Jones has taken on the role of Membership Secretary.

membership@
knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 773894

Around The Shops

N

othing much has changed since the
last newsletter except that Solihull
Flooring have moved from Lodge Road to
Station Road next to MGM.
Since mentioning Lashford’s sausages in
the last edition, we have had several emails
and calls kindly informing us that they
can also be purchased from Vernon James
butchers in Bentley Heath - even nearer!
Janet Eržen

ow that the 87 bus goes to Coventry
there are few places easier to visit for
a day out. The journey to Pool Meadow bus
station may take a smidgen over 50 minutes
but the bus does not dawdle.
A few yards around the corner from
the bus station is the Coventry Motor
Museum. It looks a very small institution
but each corner in turn leads to another
interesting display and, in the end, it is
quite a respectable size.

character of the Village.

Website and Social
Media:
www.knowlesociety.org.uk
www.facebook.com/
KnowleSociety

Distribution: Anne Smith, 01564 779120

distribution@knowlesociety.org.uk

Proof-readers: David Bower, Maria
Brown, Leighton Jones

www.twitter.com/
KnowleSociety
Membership:
Leighton Jones
23 Newton Road, Knowle
B93 9HL
01564 773894
membership@
knowlesociety.org.uk

Also, of course, the exhibits
are naturally quite large. It
is very well laid out and
documented, with a good
and varied range of vehicles
and well worth visiting.
It includes a history
of bicycles in Coventry, In this issue
which was once the 1. Cable Laying in Village
largest producer of them 2. News From the AGM
in the world, with 30 2. In Memory of Pam Watson
manufacturers.
3. Village Greens
There are motorcycles, 4. Community Services
cars, a bus, armoured vehicles, a royal 5. Meetings and Social
limousine, trade vehicles and not to 6. Local History
mention a tableaux of wartime Coventry.
6. Library Volunteers
Add in the café and a well stocked shop and
7. Local History
you could spend the whole day there.
However, that would mean missing the 8. Planning
city’s other highlights - Coventry Cathedral, 9. Natural Environment
the Herbert Art Gallery and the Spon Street 10. In Conversation
11. Walk - Lake at Barston
preserved buildings.
David Bower 12. Membership
12. Around The Shops

The Knowle Society Newsletter
Editor: Dave Pinwell, 07973 360307
newsletter@knowlesociety.org.uk

We have over 3300 members;
can you encourage your
friends and neighbours to
join too? This may be done
either by contacting the
Membership Secretary or
through an application
form on our website (address
below).
Established to maintain the
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Previous Issues
all the way back to January 1963, are
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www.knowlesociety.org.uk
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