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The volunteer team at work on the flower beds in the St Johns Way Precinct

team of Knowle Society
volunteers, led by Community
Services Committee Chair, Lilla
Baker, has been working together to
make significant improvements to
the raised flower beds in the St Johns
Way precinct.
It proved a much bigger job than
anticipated. Over 55 collective
volunteer hours have been expended
in total, in which time more than 50
bags were filled with garden waste!
Says Lilla: “It was hard work and
fun. But the work goes on. We hope,
in October, to plant bulbs and add
mulch! Meanwhile, I have been
watering and also dealing with a
sudden plague of brown tail moth
caterpillars. They were munching
their way through the bushes until
my bug gun came to the rescue.
“Having got the beds into good
order, I am now looking to bring
together a team of volunteers to
assist with maintaining them.
“If anyone has an odd hour to spare
from time to time to help with this,
then please get in touch with me. I
hope also to persuade the landlord
and their agent to take an interest
and give some support, not least to
provide an accessible tap.”
(contact details and more on Page 4)

Events Diary

An Overdue Tidy Up for the St Johns Way Beds
Monday October 19th
8.00pm in the Village Hall
Monday November 16th
8.00pm in the Village Hall
Monday November 23rd
4.00pm outside the Guild House
Saturday December 26th
11.00am, meet at the Guild House
Monday January 18th 2015
8.00pm in the Village Hall

Social Evening - Gabriella The Ukulele Lady
Members and guests only, including fish and chip supper
The Art of a Master Thatcher
Talk by David Wood
Grand Switch On of the Village Christmas Lights
with Father Christmas
Traditional Boxing Day Walk
Mince pies & mulled wine served on the route
The Dogs Trust
Talk by Helen Barlow
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Library News and a Volunteer Sadly Missed

A

t the time of going to press, the main library
entrance has just re-opened following a period
of closure. During this time, access remained via the
rear door adjacent to the knot garden.
This was the result of concerns about an uneven
paving surface, lifted by the roots of the adjacent beech
tree. The Council is waiting for a report concerning
the tree from an arborist, prior to decisions being
made about a long term solution.
On July 4th we completed the fourth year of
extended Saturday opening hours. During this time
over 6,000 people have taken advantage of this
opportunity provided by our team of 21 volunteers.
Our thanks go them.
Sadly in August, one of our first volunteers,
Maureen Easton, lost her fight with cancer. Maureen
(pictured, right) was a lovely lady who will be missed
by us all.
Bill Bohanna
chairman@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 739390

Bill Bohanna, Chairman

An Appeal to Form a ‘Contact the Elderly’ Group for Knowle
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Within Birmingham and Solihull, ten per cent of
the over 75s feel ‘intensely lonely all of the time.’
Contact the Elderly, the national charity dedicated to
tackling loneliness and isolation among older people,
would like to alleviate the loneliness of older Knowle
residents by setting up a local friendship group.
Contact the Elderly has been bringing small
groups of lonely older people and a handful of lovely
volunteers together for ‘cakes and company’ for 50
years now, one Sunday afternoon every month, with
a completely free door-to-door service.
To set up a Knowle Contact the Elderly group
would just need:
• someone to co-ordinate the group’s monthly
get-togethers;
• three or four Drivers, available just once a
month on a Sunday afternoon, to collect one or
two older guests, accompany them to the gettogethers and to share a lovely Afternoon Tea in
good company;
• six to twelve Hosts, each providing Afternoon
Tea once or twice every year for the group in
their own home.
(Hosts do need a downstairs toilet, as many older
guests would be too frail to manage many stairs).
For some guests this monthly outing with friends
would be the only opportunity they will have for
companionship.

I appreciate being taken out. It’s lonely when you
live on your own and your family don’t live near;
very depressing. I do appreciate the hosts making us
welcome, and the drivers who pick us up. (Dorothy,
Wolverhampton group.)
If you have a few hours to spare, you could make
a huge difference to the lives of lonely older people.
‘You have no idea how much it means to me. I’m
beginning to feel human again…. it’s easily the
best organisation I know of for lonely people such
as myself’. (Peggy,‘Solihull 1’ group.)
If you would like to know more about volunteering
with Contact the Elderly, then please do contact
Pamela Walker (Birmingham Development Officer)
by phone on 0121 603 1331 or alternatively by email
to pamela.walker@contact-the-elderly.org.uk
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Application for a Mobile Home and Other Planning News

L

ately,

the committee has found itself

considering an application with an impact

on the Green Belt, alongside a number of
commercial, albeit minor, and residential
schemes. All of these have an impact on Knowle.
The application affecting the Green Belt
was interesting. The proposal, in part, was for
an acceptable use of the land, i.e. for sheep.
However, a mobile home, thus a ‘temporary’
building for the use of the shepherd, was
included.
The application was supported by many facts
and figures to which the Council’s Planning
Knowle’s busy car parks

Officer had to request external assistance before
making a decision. From a visit to the Council’s website

There is, ongoing at present, a pre-application process in

Commercial applications in the centre of Knowle

progress between the committee and Taylor Wimpey. This

are welcome as they will assist in maintaining a busy

is the developer selected by the Homes and Communities

and vibrant Village centre.

However, of course, the

Agency, who are the owners of the land allocated for

problem now being faced continually is the increase in

residential use on the site located behind Downing Close.

cars parking all day by the users of the approved new

This will be accessed from Grove Road via Middlefield

commercial space.

Avenue.

As their individual planning applications are below

The proposed scheme at present includes 115 houses

the threshold for the provision of a Transport Plan, that

of varying sizes, with 40% being allocated for local people

means spare capacity now provided for shopping in the

at affordable prices or rents.

existing car parks is rapidly diminishing.
The Council’s current policy is that public transport
rather than by private car should be used when travelling
to the village therefore the problem of a decreasing
availability of parking spaces will not go away. Indeed, if
anything, it is expected to worsen.

This consultation is at its very earliest stage but when
we are in a position to let you know our views, the website
will enable you to be kept up to date.

Andrew Marston
planning@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 774082

Andrew Marston, Planning

it seems the application has been refused.

Knowle Library Pledge Day and Summer Reading Challenge
The Reading Agency’s annual Summer Reading
Challenge to help school age children maintain
their reading skills over the summer holidays, was
launched on Saturday 11th July.
Children registered to read six library books over
the summer, collecting rewards and free stickers
along the way. They also received a certificate
when they completed the Challenge, with a medal
presented to them in school assembly.
This year’s theme was called “Record Breakers”
and Knowle Library participated alongside other
libraries in a Guinness World Record attempt for the
most pledges received for a reading campaign.
The Pledge Day was supported by volunteers
including the Society’s Chairman, Bill Bohanna
(pictured), who acted as official overseer of the World
Record attempt and witnessed the Pledge count.

The Library staff would like to thank all who
participated and supported the Library in this event,
which included face-painting and craft activities.
In addition, The Knowle Society donated two
copies of the Guinness Book of Records 2015. One
of these was added as a lending copy and one as part
of the Library’s “Record Breakers” prize draw.
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Thanks to All Who Helped with the Flower Bed Tidy Up
And other Community Services News

W

Lilla Baker, Community Services

e need to express many, many thanks to all
of those who helped make the tidy up the
precinct flower beds (see front cover and photos
below) a success:
• To Society members Gordon, Mike, Adrian,
Liz, Dave, Helen, Carol, Cllr Jeff Potts, Cllr
Diana Holl-Allen and also Angela (for sourcing
the plants);
• To Solihull Council’s Kerry Mountjoy, Kerrie
Grandison and Tom Rogers for getting the OK
to do the work and for some funding for the
plants and coffee;
• To Amey for taking away the waste;
• To Tesco for providing water and fruit, Acorns
for soft drinks, Royle Household for storing
tools etc overnight, Cristal, Pets World, Walter
Smith, Acorns for filling up watering cans and
Luna Rosa for suggestions for Christmas;
• To passers-by with complimentary support and
chat.
There are some great shops in the precinct covering
a wide range of goods. If you have not been through
there for a while, give them a visit. They, too, need
our custom.
However, now that we have tidied up the flower
beds, could we please ask all of those who are
using the bed outside Tesco as a bin for fag ends,
cans, receipts etc not to do so from now on. As an
alternative, please put them in the bin provided by
Tesco instead. It is conveniently placed just to the
right of the exit, so using it is not difficult.
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AIRPORT
All of the Community Groups on the Airport
Consultative Committee are now looking forward to
working in a more positive and proactive manner.The
final decision on the flight paths from the CAA will,
in all likelihood, be made in October. It is not the
Airport’s decision. Our MP, Caroline Spelman, has
been supportive of all communities in this process,
not least in pressing for the flightpath trials criteria
to be followed correctly.
Again any complaints about aircraft noise should
go to: https://birminghamairport.co.uk/about-us/
community-and-environment/aircraft-noise/
make-a-complaint.
POLICE
The local neighbourhood team is now all based at
Balsall Common, tel: 101 ext 891 6011
Sgt Mick Lloyd
PC Andy Timmins
PC Sharon Grant
PC Tariq Dost
CPSO Wendy Shales
Finally a reminder that the nights are now drawing in,
so it is even more vital to make sure homes, sheds,
garages, gardens and cars are secure in the evenings.
Lilla Baker
communityservices@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 739073
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How this Newsletter is Distributed Each Quarter
And an Appeal for Volunteers to Help with Deliveries
the main distributor of the Society’s Newsletters
Iaround
and I have a team of five bulk distributors and
ninety local distributors who take on the
am

However, if the member is out, a letter is left with
the Newsletter asking them to send their subscription
money direct to the Membership Secretary.
As an aside, it is so much easier if members pay for
their membership by Standing Order through their
bank. You are still in control of the payment and it
is similar to the method that you use to pay your gas
bill or Council Tax. It does, however, make a huge
difference to the deliverers who don’t then have to
knock on doors to collect money.
If anyone feels they could possibly help out with a
short walk four times a year, please contact me. I am
getting desperate and the next newsletter is due out
at the end of December. Please contact me.
Finally, thank you so much to my existing crew
who do such a fabulous job.
Anne Smith
distribution@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 779120

Anne Smith, Distribution

task of dispersing and delivering all the Newsletters.
Many of these people have been doing this job for
many years and quite a number have now decided
to retire from delivering. Hence I am going to have
a huge problem unless I can recruit a dozen new
helpful people.
Perhaps I should explain the process so that
everyone better understands it, as quite often we
don’t think about how our deliveries actually happen!
I receive, during the first week of the month in
which the Newsletters are due out, almost 2500
copies of the Newsletter, in a dozen or so boxes.
I then bundle these up into all the individual
rounds, of which there are about ninety, and put these
bundles into boxes that go to the bulk distributors. I
then ring the bulk person and take their boxes for
distribution to their house.
Each bulk deliverer then takes the rounds and
individually delivers them to the end distributor,
who then has a walk at their convenience to poststhe
Newsletters at the appropriate members’ houses.
Simple, as long as I have enough volunteers.
I have had at least ten deliverers retire this year,
which has left a huge hole in the system, and in
addition two of my wonderful bulk distributors, who
have done the rounds for many years, also wish to
retire.
From time to time we hold a Tea Party for all
distributors as a little thank you. Everyone comes for
tea and cakes in the Village Hall for a get together and
chit chat.
I am sure there are many members out there
who would be able to take on an individual round
four times a year. It usually takes little more than
15 minutes to deliver around 25 Newsletters and I
try and give people rounds near their own address.
It takes a bit longer once a year at subscription
collection time as doors have to be knocked on for
money to be collected.
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Phase One Bulb Planting to Begin on 20th October
Thousands of Lincolnshire’s Finest to Enhance Knowle Verges

W

e are thrilled to announce that
we have a date for the start of the
planting of Phase One of our bulb-planting
project.
On the morning of Tuesday 20th October
2015, the reception classes of Knowle
C of E Primary Academy will be out in force
to plant the first bulbs in the grass verges
around the Wychwood roundabout.
We have ordered 13,000 mixed daffodil
and narcissi bulbs and 29,000 crocus bulbs.
Our supplier, the Boston Bulb Company
is based in Spalding and the bulbs are all
grown in Lincolnshire. Amey, the Council’s
environmental services contractor, will
kindly store the sacks of bulbs and will
deliver them to site on the day of the planting.
We would welcome anyone who wishes to be
involved in the planting or would just like to see the
first bulbs go in the ground to join us on Tuesday. We
anticipate someone being on site from 8am to 6pm.
We are hoping that we will also have an after school
planting session with the Guides and Brownies.
Arundales Chartered
Accountants
Carly’s, Knowle
Chiltern Railways
Dorridge Autos
Gallagher UK Limited

Heritage Independent
Financial Advisors
Hunters Estate
Agents
In Memory of Martin
Drinkwater

We will ensure that as our timings are firmed up
we will include the details on the Society’s website,
www.knowlesociety.org.uk.
The list below acknowledges all those businesses
and residents who have kindly made donations since
the last issue of the Newsletter, other than those
made anonymously.
In Memory of Roger
Osborne
Kents Hairdressers
Knowle Traders Association
Knowle Travel
Love Thy Nails

Margaret Hole
Scanlans Surveyors
Sunrise Senior Living
Susan Berridge
Toni Barbieri, Mens
Hairdressers

Liz Hulse, Natural Environment

Volunteers Sought for Bridge Meadow Pond Clearance
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Solihull MBC organises a group of volunteers who
undertake environmental improvement works across
Solihull.
They are planning to undertake some scrub and
pond clearance work in Knowle on Thursday 22nd
October, in and around the two ponds at Bridge
Meadow Drive, and would like to invite anyone
interested to join them.
Work will start at 11am and finish at 4pm with an
hour’s break for lunch. If you would like to help, just
turn up on the day with suitable clothing and shoes,
lunch and a drink. There is no need to do a full day,
just turn up when you can.
I know some will relish the idea of splashing
around in the ponds, but this is not obligatory!
If you are interested in helping and have any
queries please contact Jenni Blakeman, the Council’s
ecologist, on 0121 704 6589, during office hours.
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Exhibitions in the Library Look Back through Time
Firstly over 155 years, then across 600 Million Years

T

Mr & Mrs T Walker, Licencees, Wilson Arms 1890 - 1916

Wilson Arms showing summer house 1890

Janet Eržen, Local History

he current exhibition “A Miscellany of
Photographs”, from our archives from
1859 onwards, will remain on show until
December. It can be viewed at any time
during library opening hours. Included are
the photos of the Wilson Arms shown here.
Pay us a visit, upstairs in Knowle Library,
and see how Knowle and its people have
changed over the last 155 years. Entrance to
the exhibition is free.
The next exhibition “Knowle’s Travels
Through Time” will be about the geology
of Knowle and its changing face over 600
million years from deserts to an ice-cold lake.
We think this will be of interest to all ages
from school children upwards and will be in
place by the beginning of January 2016.
Please remember - if you are interested in
local history and would like to be involved
in researching and putting together our
exhibitions or perhaps helping out as stewards
in the Local History Centre on Saturday
mornings, or in any other way, please contact
me (details below). Alternatively, you can visit
us any Saturday morning 10.00am - 12.30pm,
when stewards are on duty, and perhaps view
our current exhibition at the same time.
Janet Eržen
history@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 779040

Around the Shops
Yet another charity shop, Mind, has opened its doors
on the High Street, next to an existing charity shop,
Scope. This now makes five charity shops in Knowle,
four on the High Street and one in the precinct.
At the car park end of Kimbells Walk, Ebben &
Yorke, specialists in woodburning stoves and new
fireplaces, have opened a new showroom. We wish
them every success.
Meanwhile, 16 year old JosephVaughan has opened
his own artisan chocolate shop, as featured on page 10.
Remember - “use ‘em or Lose ‘em!”
On a sadder note, the funeral directors, Painters, at
the precinct end of the High Street has closed down.
One would have thought that with the population as
it is now, there would be enough business for both
Braggs and Painters, but obviously not. Knowle
residents must be living very long lives!
Janet Eržen
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Art Crime Fascinates before the Airport Takes Off

Charles Robinson, Meetings and Social

I

n June we had a very interesting talk from Douglas
Sharp on Art Forgery and Theft over the ages.
Douglas trained initially as a psychologist and
worked first as a police officer in Birmingham and
the West Midlands before retiring and began to
follow his lifelong interest in Art History and the
much misunderstood world of Art Crime.
The talk dispelled many of the myths that art works
are stolen to order and end up in private collections
to be admired by the new “owner”.
Most thefts are opportunistic or are used to gain
rewards for their safe return or for personal motives,
like the man who walked into the Louvre, took down
the Mona Lisa and walked out with it. He wanted to
return it to Florence where he believed it should be
and hoped to get a reward for its safe return to Italy.
Despite what many people think, that most art
thefts are commissioned by wealthy art collectors,
the truth is that this is almost always not the case.
This was a compelling talk dismissing many widely
held views on thefts. Forgeries, on the other hand,
are another matter. These are quite often for financial
gain from reselling and fooling the experts.
Andy Holding from Birmingham International
Airport came to talk at the Village Hall in July.
He gave a very comprehensive update on the
plans for the future of the airport and the services
it can now offer, since the runway extension was
completed.
Last year, ten million people passed through the
airport, an increase of five per cent year on year.
The subject of flight paths was covered in detail (it
having been a matter of controversy for some time,

Andy Holding

regarding which flightpath will be chosen). The final
decision is due to be ratified in the very near future.
The airport has grown rapidly in both passenger
numbers and size over the last few years. The story of
how this has been achieved, whilst trying to maintain
service levels and plan for future expansion, was of
great interest to the audience as it impacts directly
or indirectly on so many of the residents of Knowle.
All in all, it was a very good update about one of
our major local service providers.
Charles Robinson
meetings@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 775770

A Day Out from Knowle - Rosliston Forestry Centre
The Rosliston Forestry Centre is part of the 200 square
mile National Forest. Tucked into the southernmost
corner of Derbyshire, just 40 minutes from Knowle,
the Centre is a woodland haven offering outdoor
activities for all ages.
With a mix of woodland, fishing lake, ponds,
streams, walking paths, cycle routes, discovery and
orienteering trails, play areas and activities, and by
providing a home to a host of bird and wildlife, it has
plenty to interest and amuse every generation.
The falconry gives an opportunity to get up close
and personal with owls, falcons and hawks, but must
be booked in advance. Teenagers and adults can try
their hand at archery, which also must be booked up
front. ‘Have a go’ laser games sessions in the woods,
though, are available on demand. Most popular with
8

any younger members of a party will be the climbing
tower, for which some ‘drop-in’ sessions are available
but otherwise also needs pre-booking.
Yet, Autumn approaches, and a stroll along the
delightful woodland Autumn Trail, to enjoy the array
of changing colours, will again be a ‘must do’ for the
majority of visitors.
To reach the Centre, take the M42 to Junction
11, follow the A444 northwards for seven miles
until turning off left towards Lullington along
Gorsey Lane. Follow signs to Lullington until, at a
Y-junction with a red brick house in its apex, the
route continues straight ahead to Coton in the Elms.
Continue straight through Coton and on through the
tiny hamlet of Rosliston.
(continued on next page)
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Village Greens Update - Hearing Before Christmas?

I

A Day Out

(continued from previous page)
The entrance to the Forestry Centre is beyond the
village on the right hand side. Alternatively, follow a
satnav to DE12 8JX.
For refreshment, before or after a visit, there is the
Topiary Tea Room at the adjacent Chapmans Nurseries.
Or, the Bull’s Head at Rosliston is highly rated, prides
itself on a warm and friendly atmosphere and serves
traditional pub food at affordable prices.
(pictured - trail, Rosliston Forestry Centre)

The Hearing will be fairly low key and you will be
guided by the barrister, so it won’t be as daunting as
you might think. Mind, I would say that wouldn’t I,
having been an expert witness for 40 years!
The Council has just advised me that it has appointed
Willie Webster as the independent Inspector for the
Hearing and is aiming to list it before Christmas. It is
estimated that it may take three to four days.
We still do not yet have details of where the
Hearing will take place, but we will let you know as
soon as we do.
I would encourage anyone, who can do so, to
attend the hearing for one or more days, or even just
to ‘pop in’. Visible support from ‘the public’ will
help our case.
As for our chances of success, our solicitor, who is
very experienced in this area, believes we have a good
chance of getting at least some of the land registered.
Since we started the project, there has been a decision
by the Supreme Court that, in some circumstances,
publicly owned land cannot be registered.
We are awaiting advice from the lawyers as to the
impact this might have but, as some of each of the
areas we are interested in is not publicly owned, we
should not be affected in regard to those, so it will still
be worthwhile going ahead to get those registered.
Leighton Jones,
villagegreens@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 773894

Leighton Jones, Village Greens

f I had realised, when I suggested that we should start
this project, that it would still be going four years
later, and the amount of work that would be involved,
I am not sure whether I would have thought it such
a good idea! However, there is no way that we can
abandon it now, after the amount of effort and support
that so many people have put in. I wouldn’t know what
to do with the extra free time I would have, although I
suspect my wife would!
However, we are making progress. I mentioned
in the July Newsletter that we were looking for an
experienced barrister to lead our presentation to
the Public Hearing. I am glad to report that we have
acquired the services of an excellent barrister at a
cost that we can afford. It has meant that we will be
spending more than we estimated at the beginning of
the project, but a significant proportion will be covered
by donations from Members (and non-members), as
well as profit from the Pig Racing Night which was
postponed from June to October, due to illness of the
‘pig trainer’.
I am continuing to ask people to convert their
questionnaires into statements that can be submitted
to the Hearing. Thanks to those who have done so
already - and to those whom I will continue to pester
to do as they have promised.
I will also be asking people who have provided
statements if they are willing to attend and present
their evidence. This will be vital and I will provide all
the support you need to do it.
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In Conversation ... Joseph Vaughan, new local chocolatier
Cheryl Steventon continues her series of talks with people in Knowle

Joseph Vaughan (right) assisted by Annie Tibbs in 1683 Chocolate Place

Today we are talking to Joseph Vaughan the owner
of 1683 Chocolate Place, Knowle’s newest chocolate
shop on the High Street and one of the youngest
chocolatiers in the UK.
Joseph, could you tell us a bit about yourself,
why did you choose to train as a chocolatier?
It all started last year as I was coming to the end of
studying for my GCSEs and thinking about a future
career.
I have always been interested in food and originally
wanted to be a chef, but with more sociable hours.
That’s when I thought about making chocolates
instead. I have been studying at the UK Chocolate
Academy in Banbury and have recently opened my
new shop here.
What does a typical day entail?
I make chocolates all day in the kitchen behind
the shop. I go through my orders, I also make
personalised chocolates for events and weddings with
initials etc. on them. My favourite part is probably
experimenting and coming up with new flavours but
there is quite a bit of stock management and admin as
well which is my least favourite!
To a novice chocolate lover what would you
recommend trying first?
One of my favourites, strawberries and cream. It
tastes gorgeous but looks great too. We also do a
chilli and chocolate in two different heats so we have
something for everyone.
10

What attracted you to open your shop in
Knowle?
I live in Knowle and love the village with its range of
independent shops and other artisan food shops like
The Bread Collection. I think the people in Knowle
appreciate handcrafted, quality products.
What do you like most about Knowle?
I love the people in Knowle, everyone is friendly and
welcoming. There is a good community spirit. It also
has the right mix of being busy but not too hectic.
Aside from making chocolate what do you
like to do in your spare time?
I don’t have much spare time at the moment but
when I do I enjoy playing rugby for the Silhillians.
Is there anything else you would like to share
with our readers?
Look out for the late night opening in Knowle.
Participating shops put a ribbon on the shop front
and raise money for Marie Curie through donations
and raffles etc.
It sounds like you’re doing well already, what
are your plans for the future?
We have our alcohol licence now so will soon be able
to offer wine and chocolate tasting and maybe even
chocolate making courses one day. We have also just
booked our first children’s chocolate tasting party.
Thanks for your time Joseph, good luck with
your new business.
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Two Parks in One, a Lake and an Ancient Church
Our local walking series takes us to explore Elmdon Park

M

any who step into Elmdon Park only see one
side of it, the one that sits between Elmdon
Church and the lake. The other side, reaching down
to Coventry Road, is less visited. A walk around both,
although hilly, makes a great autumn stroll.
The park was created by Solihull Urban District
Council after it purchased Elmdon Hall and its
grounds in 1944.
The Hall was a 15-bedroomed Georgian mansion
completed in 1795 for Isaac Spooner, a Birmingham
banker. The Council initially used it to house the
Home Guard in wartime, but afterwards it became
derelict and was demolished in 1956.
The area around the Hall was a favourite walking
area for Edith Holden who made mentions of it in the
best-selling the Country Diary of an Edwardian Lady.
The walk starts at the car park at the end of
Tanhouse Farm Road, off Old Lode Lane. From here
paths lead to the left, then towards the children’s
playground and beyond that to the bottom of the hill.
Whilst the tarmac path steers right, stride straight
up the hill, across the grass (if sufficiently firm
underfoot, otherwise follow the path) through the
gap between the clumps of trees in front.

On reaching the hedge on the brow of the hill, you
will find a gap that leads immediately to a narrow
tarmac roadway. (If not, walk to your right along the
hedge until you do.)
Follow the roadway, which will bear right and
then downhill, until you reach the gate at the edge of
the other half of the park, known as Elmdon Nature
Park.
This was once a walled garden of the Hall. Whilst
the main path continues straight down the hill to
exit onto the Coventry Road near the ‘Old Airport
entrance’, take the path to right or left to explore this
area via the circular path, clockwise or anti-clockwise.
On your return to the gate, follow the roadway all
the way back up the hill until you reach the car park
by the church. This was the site of Elmdon Hall. Take
a moment to look at St Nicholas’ Church, rebuilt at
the instruction of Isaac Spooner in 1781. The church
records go back, however, to 1239.
From the car park, enjoy the views across Solihull
once more before following the tarmac path down
the hill to the delightful lake and walk around its
perimeter before returning along the fringe of the
Land Rover factory site to Tanhouse Farm Road.

Local Walk
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A Warm Welcome to our New Members

The Knowle Society

who have joined the Society since our last Newsletter

We have over 3400 members;
can you encourage your
Mrs C T Greenfield
Miss N Stewart
Mr & Mrs K J Moreton
friends and neighbours to
Mr J A McClelland
Mr & Mrs S Webb
Ms C Stanier
join too? This may be done
either by contacting the
Membership and Subsciptions
Membership Secretary or
t the end of October (one month after At the moment we have collected almost through an application
I write this) we shall have completed 98% of the subscriptions due for this year. form on our website (address
another successful Society year.
By the time you read this you will below).
Whilst our membership is lower (at probably have been asked for your £5 or Established to maintain the
3,414) this is largely as a result of members £7. This year promises to be even more character of the Village.
moving from the area or, sadly, through interesting and worthwhile for the Society
death or illness. It is pleasing to note that and I hope you have felt able to continue Website and Social
the increase in subscriptions introduced with us.
Media:
at the beginning of the year seems to have
Peter Johnson
had little effect on our numbers and we are membership@knowlesociety.org.uk www.knowlesociety.org.uk
very grateful for the continuing support.
Knowle 770268 www.facebook.com/
KnowleSociety
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What is UK Central?

First of all, UK Central is something that
everyone with an interest in how the area
will develop over the next decades will
want to know more about.
The UK Central Masterplan is a
development strategy prepared by Solihull
Council, the Greater Birmingham and
Solihull Local Economic Partnership and
Arup and published two years ago.
It projected a growth of 100,000 jobs
through strategic investment in key areas,
including the area around the proposed
HS2 station, the Jaguar Land Rover plant
and the Blythe Valley Business Park.
Increases in housing are also projected,
as part of the plan for growth to the east of
the NEC site. Here, a new ‘Garden City’
development would combine 2,000 new
homes with a high tech commercial centre.
Consideration is being given to a
possible new ‘mass transit’ public transport
link from the NEC/HS2 Interchange to
Blythe Valley Business Park through Solihull

www.twitter.com/
KnowleSociety
Membership:
Peter Johnson
1 Barnbrook Road
Knowle, SOLIHULL
B93 9PW
01564 770268
membership@
knowlesociety.org.uk
Town Centre using Sprint services. These
are buses (example pictured above) that
operate like trams, with dedicated lanes,
traffic light priority and limited stops.
Because of the significance of this plan,
the Society is planning a special meeting
at which a representative of the Council
will present a summary of the UK Central
strategy and answer questions.
This is being planned for early November.
Details will be circulated by email and
via posters shortly, so please look out for
further information.
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