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The bridge to Area ‘C’, in the background, across Purnells Brook

he Society’s efforts to protect
the former ‘Bypass’ route from
future housing development by
registering three areas as a ‘Town
& Village Green’ have made slow
progress over the past few months.
We are waiting for the Council to
decide how they will determine the
applications.
We received initial comments
from the Council Officer that there
were concerns that the number of
users of the land was low and did
not represent people from all over
the village. They also said that they
were going to ‘submit a report to
the Planning Committee … for
consideration’.
Our solicitor responded to these
points very robustly and indicated
that a public hearing would be the
only sensible way of determining the
application for Area ‘A’ (which runs
from the Wychwood roundabout
to the rear of Longdon Rd.). The
Officer has gone back to think again.
We would be happy if the Council
decided to approve Areas ‘C’ &
‘D’ (part of the Nature Reserve in
Job’s Close Park and the area south
of the park leading up to Starbold
Crescent) without sending them to
the public hearing but it may decide
to deal with all three together.
(continued on Page 2)

Events Diary

Village Greens Applications Latest
Monday April 7th
10.30am in the Village Hall
Monday May 19th
8.00pm in the Village Hall
Wednesday June 4th
7.00pm at Knowle Park
Monday June 16th
8.00pm in the Village Hall
Wednesday July 9th
7.00pm at Village Hall

101 Great British Curiosities
Dr Colin Harris, tea and coffee at 10.00am
Bats in the Belfry?
Penny Angold
Canal, Woods and Fields Walk
Meet in the Car Park off Longdon Road, four miles
Extraordinary General Meeting plus Meningitis Trust
Angela Cloke
Know Your Knowle, Discover the Hidden Ways
Meet outside Hall, four miles
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News from the Society’s AGM held on Mon 17th February

T

he AGM was held as advertised on Monday 17th
February. While sufficient members turned
up to allow the business to be completed it was
disappointing that such a small proportion attended.
Your Trustees have considered whether it being an
evening event influenced the numbers, so we have
decided that next year we will hold it on a Saturday
afternoon and hope that encourages more members
to come along and hold the Trustees to account.
There have been several changes amongst the
Trustees:John Rowley has retired as a Trustee after eight
years’ service, but will still monitor the new flight
paths from the airport. He requests that you contact
the airport on 0121 767 7433 to report any noisy
planes that you are aware of, especially after April
when the trial of the new flight paths will start. We
thank John for the valuable service he has given and
will continue to give.
The following were re-elected:Leighton Jones, as Chairman;
Bill Bohanna, as Deputy Chairman;
David Watson, as Treasurer;
Charles Robinson & Dave Pinwell
as Trustees of the Society.
Kate Stables was elected as Secretary, having served
as a co-opted member during the last year. Cheryl
Steventon was elected as a Trustee and will continue

with her work as Publicity Officer. We welcome
them both, not least for reducing the average age of
the Trustees by a considerable amount!
There are still two vacancies on the Board of
Trustees of the Society. We have a specific vacancy
for a chairman to lead the very active Natural
Environment Committee. Anyone interested in this
position or joining the Board of Trustees without
portfolio please contact me at the email address
below to learn more about what is on offer. Any
member is eligible for appointment as a Trustee and
we would be very pleased to be able to improve the
diversity of the Board.
The Society is to launch a Forum to lead the
establishment of a Neighbourhood Plan for Knowle.
Look out for details of the public meeting to elect the
members of the forum. Anyone living or working
in the Village is eligible to attend the meeting and to
stand as a forum member. Come along and make
your contribution to the future of Knowle.
The Society’s funds are healthy, but the major
projects that are under way will require increased
funding. The Trustees will be putting forward a
motion to increase the rate of subscriptions at an
Extraordinary General Meeting in June (see further
details opposite).
chairman@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 773894

Leighton Jones, Chairman

Village Greens Latest - Appeal for Donations Launched
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(continued from Page 1)
In order to respond to the Council’s concerns, we had
another go at getting more users to complete forms,
thanks to the efforts of a couple of members. As a
result we were able to make additional submissions
in January of:Area ‘A’ - 46 forms from 49 people making a
total of 241;
Area ‘C’ (Part of the Nature Reserve in Job’s
Close Park) - 20 forms from 21 people making
a total of 186;
Area ‘D’ (Part of the Nature Reserve in Job’s
Close Park) - 12 forms from 13 people making
a total of 154.
If/when a public hearing is held we will have to
instruct a barrister to put our case. This will not be
cheap! The Trustees will set a limit on the amount
of money that could come from our resources. In
addition to the funding from our reserves we have
launched an appeal for donations.

This will give members and non-members the
opportunity to contribute to the success of this
project. You can donate through the Society’s
website at knowlesociety.org.uk or by cheque to the
Treasurer.
If you prefer to donate by cheque, please send your cheque
made payable to “The Knowle Society” addressed to: Dr.
David Watson - The Knowle Society - 49 Wychwood Avenue,
Knowle, Solihull, B93 9DL or contact him at: treasurer@
knowlesociety.org.uk or phone 01564 732342.
If you are able to Gift Aid your donation it will
add a significant sum to the amount. The website
route includes a Gift Aid facility, if you wish to pay
by cheque please state that you wish to Gift Aid it and
that you are able to do so. Your name and address are
also required.
Any surplus will be devoted to the other objectives
of the Society.
Look out for the latest update on our website or, if
you are into them, Facebook or Twitter.
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Extraordinary General Meeting and the Society’s Finances

I

greater costs to cover. We will be capping these and
launching a drive for donations to the project, but we
need to be able to provide the majority of the funds
from our reserves.
The other big project is the launch of the work to
produce a Neighbourhood Plan which will help to
manage the future of the village.
As a result our reserves have been decreasing
and will soon have reached a level that does not
provide a sufficient buffer against unexpected costs.
Your Trustees have therefore decided that the time
has come to ask you to agree to an increase in the
subscriptions.
In order to recover our reserves and meet the
increased costs of our ever expanding activities,
we are asking for your agreement to subs of £5 for
individual members and £7 for joint membership,
in others words an increase of £2 a year on each
subscription.
This proposal will be put to an Extraordinary
General Meeting to be held before the talk on 16th
June 2014. Please do your best to attend and give us
your support.

WANTED – Persons with an Interest in The Natural Environment of Knowle

Y

our Natural Environment Committee is very
active and has plenty of plans to look after and
enhance the green spaces in and around Knowle.
What it is short of is people to help.
We would be very pleased to receive enquiries
from anyone interested in helping them. If you can
help occasionally and can be called on when needed
for a ‘litter pick’ (see the report on a recent ‘litter

pick’ on page 5) or a bulb/flower planting session
that would be great.
If you are willing to be more involved and join the
committee, even better. What we are really need is a
chairman for the committee. It is not a talking shop
but a committee that does things.
If you are interested please contact me at
chairman@knowlesociety.org.uk or 01564 773894.

Leighton Jones, Chairman

t is now ten years since the subs were last raised
and inflation means that our costs have outstripped
the additional income which has been generated by
our increasing membership.
Almost the only normal source of income for the
Society is the subscription that you pay as members.
When members also sign a Gift Aid declaration, we
are also able to claim a refund of Income Tax from
the Treasury, which has been a very useful bonus over
the past few years. However, even with the increase
in our membership, this has not been able to beat
inflation and the additional costs on the Society.
One of these is the Newsletter, which is now in
colour and I am sure you will agree this has been
a good move. The cost of this is about to increase
again, as our previous printer cannot continue at the
same price.
We are also involved in a couple of major projects
which will require significant funds to complete
successfully. You will know about the Village Greens
project which is well under way. The costs for this
have been reasonable so far but if, as we expect, a
public hearing will be required there will be much
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Monitoring Parking on Residential Roads
And other Community Services News
TRANSPORT
Bridget Sproston has been following developments
regarding proposed cuts in funding by Centro for
transport in West Midlands as a whole. Most of this has
been reported in the press. One question we are unsure
about is how the S2, S3 and 88 routes perform in relation
to the

essential “passengers per journey” and “cost

per journey” criteria which will determine the futue of
subsidised services (see www.centro.org.uk/about-us/
consultations). She will endeavour to find out!

Lilla Baker, Community Services

The entrance to the notorious St John’s Close ‘S’ bend
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PARKING
We are continuing to raise issues regarding parking
on residential roads and have been around the area to
review the situation with Solihull Council. The main
problems areas appear to be Longdon Road and Lodge
Road, the St John’s Close junction (causing visibility
issues for motorists and potential for an accident),
Warwick Road (and surgery access), Kixley Lane
and St John’s Close itself (particularly the ‘S’ bend,
resulting in frequent gridlock). All have been noted
by the Council and reported on . We have to wait and
see on any outcomes.
AIRPORT
There is nothing further to report about when the trials
on Options 5 and 6 will commence or how they will be
assessed. However, the most effective way in which
you might help with this is to phone the airport and
report any plane noise/movement you find intrusive,
either by telephone to 0121 767 7433 or by email to
environmentteam@birminghamairport.co.uk.

RECYCLING BINS
I am assured that plans are in place with the intention
that all bins will be located on a single site in the Car Park
near the Greswolde. Notice has been served on those bins
that are not operated by Solihull Council. This will also
release 2/3 car parking spaces. No date yet given.

POLICE
The Police surgeries will be held from 1.00pm to
3.00pm at the Library on 7th April, 12th May, 2nd
June and 7th July and from 5.30pm to 6.30pm on
9th April, 14th May, 11th June and 16th July at Costa
Coffee.
Well done to WPC Sharon Grant, PC Andy
Timmins and two members of the public for foiling
an attempted till robbery at One Stop and arresting
the perpetrator, after he had earlier had tried the
same, unsuccessfully, at Tesco in the precinct.
SOLIHULL COUNCIL
The latest Neighbourhood Rural Action Plan for
Knowle is to:
• Maintain the safety of roads and pavements
through inspection, repair, and maintenance.
• Deliver environmental improvements, through
a programme of co-production, to support local
plans and strategies.
• Support increased opportunities for community
engagement to encourage health and well-being
and positive behaviour by all generations.
Lynne Steyn has walked round Knowle with Solihull
Council and drawn the following conclusions:
• Efforts are still being made to involve landlords,
traders and volunteers to improve appearance
in the St John’s Way precinct in addition to the
Council’s funding and responsibilities to maintain
the planters twice a year. However, there are
some difficulties to overcome with health and
safety and how plants are watered!
• It was noted that surfaces in The Gunnel, the
walkway between Lodge Road and St John’s
Close, have deteriorated once more, so the
Council will again follow up with the owner.
• Also, it was sadly noted that the re-seeded
grass area by the Scout Hut, done as a one off
improvement has not been respected, with
evidence of vehicles having driven over it.
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Sainbury’s Construction Traffic and Health Developments
More Community Services News
will have received a link to the electronic version and
hard copies were given to the Library, pharmacy and to
those attending the AGM. This is your opportunity to
make comments and suggestions. More information
can be found at www.solihullccg.nhs.uk/urgentcare-review-solihull. The consultation will close on
9th April.
After changes in the Ambulance service plans, it
is intended that there will be an Ambulance presence
based at Blythe Surgery in the fnear future.
I am pleased to welcome Victoria Green as a new
member for our committee.
		
Lilla Baker
communityservices@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 739073

Community Services

OTHER
I attended the meeting with Sainbury’s along with
Dorridge and District Residents Association. I met
with the contractor’s representatives managing
the traffic to site and have subsequently received
assurance by email that no heavy traffic will be using
Knowle High Street. Heavy vehicles will be directed
to designated areas off-site. Smaller vehicles will
approach Dorridge via Aylesbury Rd. They did ask
about Lodge Rd - I said I lived there!
We have spread our wings as we felt it was
important for you to know about the NHS Solihull
Clinical Commissioning Group’s “Solihull Urgent
Care Consultation leaflet and survey” and provide us
with your views. Those on our email circulation list

It’s Amazing What You Find - The First of a Series of Litter Picks

W

Environment

ith the agreement of Solihull Council,
who provided picker-uppers and bags, the
Environment committee, assisted by some Trustees,
headed to the area around theWychwood roundabout.
Very quickly bags were filled with the inevitable cans,
wrappers, cardboard, plastic cartons etc.
The group ventured further into the undergrowth
and behind hedges discovering a cache of charity
collection bags presumably dumped by someone paid
to put them through our letter boxes. Groups of old
bottles and cans had clearly been there a long time.
Near the bus stop, there were whisky bottles still
with some whisky in! Fortunately the sun was out
encouraging goodwill and hard work.
It is intended to carry out further picks every two
months. The next will be on Monday 28th April at
10:30am in Knowle Park at the Nature Reserve. All
equipment provided. Perhaps some members would
like to join us, you never know what you might find!
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Notable Buildings and Memories of the Great War
Local History Centre Exhibition News
Even if they enlisted and were
subsequently refused on medical
grounds, they were still heroes
simply for the want and need in
them to defend their country.
Our aim therefore is to provide
names and as much information
as possible for each individual
including, where possible, a
photograph of that person.
There will be plenty of other
material and information to
be seen in the exhibition, such
as a mini display on the “Black
Prince” and the Battle of Jutland.
There will be another on the
hospital at Hampton-in-Arden
Milverton House - from the “Buildings of Knowle” Exhibition
and convalescent homes such as
Springfield, and much, much more.
he current exhibition in the Local History Centre
I can also now reveal that the “Living Tommy”
(upstairs in the library) is entitled “Notable
will be present for all three days of the exhibition
Buildings of Knowle - Part 1”. The exhibition contains
Saturday, Sunday and Monday 2, 3, & 4 August.
photos of various Knowle buildings we have chosen
Monday 4 August is, of course, the actual anniversary
from our archives as being of particular interest and
of the start of the Great War for Britain.
there is relevant descriptive information with each
We think there is something of interest for
one. The exhibition is free for anyone to visit during
everyone; family history researchers, students,
normal library opening hours.
teachers, and simply people who want to know more
May I request that if you do visit the exhibition,
about this most terrible of wars.
you sign the visitor’s book before leaving and write
The exhibition will be held in the Village Hall and
a comment, good or bad, we don’t mind but it does
opening times will probably be 10.30am to 5.00pm
give us some feedback on what people like or dislike.
each day, but this will be confirmed nearer to the
We have approximately 3,500 photos in our
time via our next newsletter, website, Facebook,
archives from the 1880s to modern day. If anyone
Twitter, and posters. We are hoping to serve tea and
would like to view them or, indeed, any of the other
coffee, (and maybe even an “Anzac” biscuit) if we can
historic documents we have in our archives, this can
get people to help in the kitchen! Please let me know
be done on Saturday mornings between 10.00am and
if you are willing to help on a rota system.
12.30pm when stewards will be pleased to put out the
After the Village Hall, the exhibition will go on
albums or documents out for you.
show at Knowle Royal British Legion and from there
“They Were All Heroes” is the title of the next
to Arden Academy. Dates for these will be announced
exhibition, a commemoration of the anniversary of
nearer to the time.
the start of the Great War in Britain. I know there will
It is not too late if you would like a photograph or
soon be exhibitions regarding the war abounding and
any other family memorabilia to be added into the
there will be more as the anniversary draws nearer.
exhibition. Just ring me or visit the Local History
Our exhibition aims, as far as possible, to show how
Centre on a Saturday morning.
it affected Knowle and around Knowle. As it will be
The final exhibition for the year will be “Notable
based on Michael Harrison’s book “The Price a Parish
Buildings of Knowle - Part 2”, which will be in the Local
Paid”, along with research the history team have been
History Centre from sometime in September.
doing for almost a year now, we hope it will contain
Exhibitions for next year have not yet been
a lot more local and personal information about all
finalised and will be announced at a later date.
involved, whether they were killed in action, taken
Janet Eržen, history@knowlesociety.org.uk
prisoner or simply served and survived. They were all
Knowle 779040
heroes!

Janet Eržen, Local History

T
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British Curiosities and a Soldier to Identify
More Local History News from Janet Eržen

T

An unknown soldier poses for the camera with his family

Around The Shops

Local History

here is one more morning
history talk this year. This is
on Monday 7 April and is entitled
“101 Great British Curiosities”. The
speaker is Dr Colin Harris. There
will also be a competition with small
prizes for the winners. I am assured
there will be nothing difficult or
embarrassing involved!
As usual this will be in the Village
Hall, at 10.00am for tea and coffee
with the talk starting at 10.30am.
Please come along and join in the
fun.
Finally, another photograph to be
identified. Who is this soldier? If you
know, please let us know in the Local
History Centre or by telephone.

T

wo closures on the High Street have been
recorded since the last issue of the Newsletter.
The short lived Drinks Barn has closed, as has the
far longer established Knowle Card Shop, adjacent to
the Red Lion.Planning permission has been given for
the latter premises to be converted into a Tea Room,
called Smoode! (see picture on next page).

A Talk on the Wild Side
e have only had one talk since the last newsletter as the AGM was in February.
Next year there will be a February talk as the AGM is moving to a Saturday.
Graham Harrison came in January with an illustrated talk on wildlife in our area
of the Midlands. He is Vice Chair of the Warwickshire Wildlife Trust, a leading local
charity working for wildlife and communities across Warwickshire, Coventry and
Solihull The trust manages over 50 of the best sites for wildlife in our county and
Graham has been involved for many years.
With some excellent photographs of his and the Trust’s work I think we all came
away with a much greater understanding and appreciation of the quantity and diversity
of wildlife that is literally on our doorstep.
Graham Harrison
As there was no talk in February the committee has instead been busy planning for
2015 and the first three months of 2016 which seems like a long way off except when you are booking speakers!!
Charles Robinson, meetings@knowlesociety.org.uk, Knowle 775770

Meetings and Social

W
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A New Café Proposal Dominates a Slow Quarter

Andrew Marston, Planning

News from the Planning Committee

D

uring the a last quarter, the Planning Committee
has considered less than the usual number of
planning applications made of the Council. This is
because those submitted have been generally of a
relatively minor nature.
The one application that did require some time
was that for the change of use to a café from the Card
Shop opposite the Church. The building is listed and
is in a very prominent position next to the Red Lion
and the Society has, in the past, considered previous
applications carefully to ensure the importance of
the building is not diminished. We raised concerns
to the Council of the proposed Sunday opening time
regarding a possible impact on the congregation
but following the Council’s late consultation of the

Church, we were later advised that this was not
considered to be a problem. Consequently, the
application was granted but we are monitoring
the situation in the event of any structural
alterations to the building being found necessary.
I mentioned in the last issue of the Newsletter
the outline application in the rear garden of
a Kenilworth Road property which is in the
Conservation Area to which we raised a strong
objection. I can advise that the application was
subsequently withdrawn.
The rear illuminated fascia of the, now closed,
Drinks Barn in the High Street remains in
operation but we are hopeful that this situation
will be resolved very shortly.
The proposed Neighbourhood Plan, a
document intended to support Council Policies
with the input of the residents of Knowle, is
still occupying much of the Committee’s time.
Relevant aspects of the Localism Bill have been raised
which, if not properly addressed, could result in a
failure of the application for the proposed boundary
of the Plan at the first hurdle.
Finally, in regard to Knowle Green, ie the
proposed development of the building currently used
as the bus terminus, much progress has been made
by the investor in respect of preparing his scheme
proposals. However, actual submission of his detailed
planning application has been delayed by somewhat
slow progress on the legal process with the Council.
Andrew Marston
planning@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 774082

Knowle Fun Run 2014 - Sunday 18th May

T

he Knowle Fun Run, organised by Knowle and
Dorridge Lions, has now become a traditional
annual local fundraising event. It not only bonds
the community together but also raises money for
the many nominated charities, helping people less
fortunate than ourselves.
The Knowle Society is looking to support the
successful running of the Fun Run by offering help
with marshalling.
So, could you please volunteer to come along and
join in for just a few hours to represent the Society
as a marshal.
Your help will be greatly appreciated. To register
or for more information, please contact me on 01564
779708.
Martin Warr
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Fun Run organiser Noel Kinahan meets starter Don Maclean
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A Picture of Knowle in 1914
Colin Smith looks at life in the village at the outbreak of the Great War

U

Rev Thomas Downing

because they could not afford the more expensive
unskimmed. In his memoirs he also refers to the
generosity of the shopkeepers who allowed people
credit, to put food on the table.
The summer of 1914 was fine and the harvests had
been good. Over the previous decade, agriculture
had suffered badly and the number of farms in
Knowle had shrunk from 34 in 1904 to 24 by 1914.
Inevitably, the number of jobs had reduced and the
pressure to keep wages down was strong.
Out of the blue, the information arrived that
Britain was at war with Germany and volunteers
were called for. No one really knew what war was
like. The previous war involving Britain, in South
Africa at the turn of the century, barely touched
inland villages like Knowle.
Volunteering was seen as a patriotic duty and held
certain attractions. It was a chance to escape the dull,
low paid, monotonous jobs and a chance to travel.
No one knew the horrors of the trenches or the
industrial scale killing that accompanied them.
In the summer of 1914, military service seemed
like an adventure to many young men, especially as
the popular feeling was that the war would be over
by Christmas. So, Knowle marched off to war, as did
hundreds of thousands of the compatriots throughout
the country ………

Knowle - As War Broke Out

p and down the country, people have been
researching information about the First World
War which started 200 years ago on 4th August 1914.
But what was Knowle like in 1914?
It covered roughly the current parishes of Knowle
and Dorridge, with a population of about 2400
people. Most shops and businesses were concentrated
on Knowle High Street with a smaller centre in
Dorridge, near the station.
There were sufficient facilities to provide for the
needs of all of the people.The main roads as we know
them were all in use but there were none of the
estates which now surround the village, There were
farms around the village on all sides.
There was a wide social mix of residents, with the
Lord of the Manor, Sidney Everitt, at the top. Below
him was the Vicar, Thomas Downing, and a range
of wealthy Birmingham business and professional
men whose families had arrived in Knowle over
the previous 40 years. Then came local professional
men such as the bank manager, the doctor and the
schoolmaster. Following them were the farmers
and shopkeepers. Finally, at the bottom of this social
scale, the labourers, who mainly worked on the farms
or as servants in the big houses. Knowle society was
typical of rural England at the time; the wealthy led
and the rest followed.
The Church played a prominent role in village
life and the Vicar, a bachelor of strong personality,
played a big part in all that went on. The Vicar and
about a dozen farmers and tradesmen effectively ran
Knowle, calling in the Lord of the Manor when a
very important decision was required.
Work filled most people’s lives but there were
diversions, especially for the men. There was an
Institute, which the Lord of the Manor described as
a haven for men to escape from the domestic world.
There were bowling clubs, cricket clubs and football
clubs. For the better off, Copt Heath Golf Club had
just opened.
In the summer of 1914, Knowle was a peaceful
and fairly contented place. The village was not cut off
from the surrounding region, but most people were
still restricted to travelling as far as they could walk.
The railway was well established at Dorridge and a
Midland Red bus came to Knowle. Fares, though,
were high enough to deter most people from using
public transport, except for occasional trips.
There were many poor people in Knowle, as
evidenced by George Taylor, a resident of Stripes Hill
Farm. He served many villagers with skimmed milk,
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Library Volunteers

Double celebration at Knowle Library!
The Society’s Bill Bohanna was
instrumental in organising the
volunteers in the beginning. He notes:
“The extra opening hours are a real
boost for the Library, especially for
people who work during the week or
children who are at school and so only
able to make use of it on a Saturday.
“The number of visitors in those
extra two hours was 1,602 in 2013
up from 1,385 the year before. At a
time when a number of libraries are
closing anything we can do to boost
the number of visitors is encouraging.”
To say thank you to the volunteers,
Bill took them for afternoon tea at
Gillian Wesley’s Catwalk Café in
January.
Judy Townsley (centre) is congratulated by Peter Ewin and Lilla Baker
We are also pleased to announce
ast.summer marked the two year anniversary
that the Library‘s afternoon volunteer led session, has
of Knowle Library’s volunteers extending the
had its 4,000th visitor, Judy Townsley from Knowle.
opening hours of the Library on a Saturday from
To mark the occasion Judy was presented with a box
10.00am - 1.00pm to 10.00am - 3.00pm.
of chocolates.

L

A Day Out from Knowle

A

nyone who has yet to visit
the Mill Garden inWarwick
has missed a spectacular treat
and should plan a trip there to
enjoy some Springtime colour.
The garden was a lifetime’s
endeavour for the late Arthur
Measures. He crammed a
remarkable display of plants
into a relatively small area in
a fabulous setting, under the
shadow of the castle.
A stroll around the network
of paths delivers not only the
enjoyment of the planting, but
also exceptional views of the
castle walls on one side and the
river on the other.
There is also an unrivalled
close up view of the ruin of the mediaeval bridge,
across the Avon. Its roadway once led through the
very plot where the garden now sits, and up to the
castle.
The Mill Garden is open daily from 9.00am to
6.00 pm until October and the modest admission
charge is outstanding value for money.
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The best way to visit it is to use the Car Park at St
Nicholas Park, adjacent to the main river bridge in
Warwick, on Banbury Road. Having parked, stroll
back and cross the road.
Turn right and walk almost to the Castle and then
down ancient Mill Street, with its selection of Grade
II listed buildings. The Garden sits at the end of Mill
Street on the left.
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Early Season Boats and a Bit of Whale Spotting
Our local walking series takes us to the north east corner of Knowle Ward

N

After passing through a hedge, it continues along
the top edge of a pair of fields before emerging into
Ravenshaw Lane. Here a left turn leads quickly to
the end of the road for vehicular traffic, whilst the
pedestrian can carry on and take the footbridge across
the River Blythe to the continuation of Ravenshaw
Lane. This is now Knowle ward.
Here the grounds of the listed Ravenshaw Hall
are on the right, the Whale wetlands to the left. Up
the hill to the left, at Ravenshaw Way, is the Whale
Tankers plant itself. The gate just before the buildings
affords a view of the lake (see picture).
Beyond the plant, the road becomes a footpath
again, which leads as a wide track around to the left,
beside the M42, into Barston Lane.
Knowle ward ends at the canal bridge. Turning left
onto the towpath here leads past the boats of Copt
Heath Wharf, and up to what, in canal terms, is a
sharp ‘S’ bend. This leads under Henwood Lane and
eventually back to The Boat, along with the prospect
of well earned refreshment.

Local Walk

ot everyone is aware that one of Europe’s largest
manufacturers of liquid waste vehicles has its
plant in the north east corner of Knowle ward. Even
fewer know that the plant is part of a160 acre estate
of woodlands and wetlands which were derelict
when first acquired and have been restored by Whale
Tankers Ltd into an award winning haven for wildlife
and wildfowl. Part of this estate is designated a Site of
Special Scientific Interest by the Nature Conservation
Council.
This two and a half mile Spring stroll passes
through the estate and past the plant. It starts at The
Boat in Catherine-de-Barnes. From there it leads to
the left, past the former St Catherine’s Church, the
old Catney Village Hall, and left into Henwood Lane.
Following the lane for half a mile leads to the bridge
over the canal.
Immediately before the bridge is a gate on the right,
where a public footpath follows the track beyond the
gate for a while before bearing right into the trees
and then out into a small area of open ground.
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A Warm Welcome to our New Members
who have joined the Society since our last Newsletter
Ms I Arthur &

The Knowle Society
We have over 3500 members;
can you encourage your
friends and neighbours to
join too? This may be done
either by contacting the
Membership Secretary or
through an application
form on our website (address
below).

Mr & Mrs R Jones

Mr & Mrs P Rowland

Mr & Mrs T King

Mr M P Silver

Mrs A Bocock

Mr & Mrs J P Lyons

Mr H D Summerfield

Miss C Brooklyn-Harris

Mr J Mabon

Miss L Thompson

Mrs E A Burton

Mr & Mrs D J MacDonald

Mrs B Tye

Mr & Mrs M Coall

Mr & Mrs J Merrell

Mrs J Unitt

Mr & Mrs J Cottom

Mr & Mrs S Moghal

Mr & Mrs R G Vann

Revd & Mrs D M Edgerton

Mr & Mrs D W Orton

Mr S J Vizor & Miss K Lintula

Mr R J Evans

Mr & Mrs S Phelps

Mr & Mrs R A Watson

Established to maintain the

Mr & Mrs F E Farrah

Mr & Mrs B Potter

Mr & Mrs J P Yorke

character of the Village.

Miss V J Green &

Mrs M A Reeve

Mr I McCumiskey

Mr P Westwood
Mr & Mrs M Harrison
Mrs G Hill

Peter Johnson
membership@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 770268

Member Communications in the Electronic Age

T

he Society has continued its push into
the electronic age by following its
forays into Twitter and Facebook with the
adoption of MailChimp.
This excellent, and free, software,
widely used in the business world, allows
us to maintain a secure circulation list of
members with email addresses and keep
them up to date with any important news
that arises between issues of the Newsletter.
We used MailChimp for the first time
in March to circulate news of the Urgent
Care Consultation. This is an opportunity
for the public to have a say about a major
transformation of urgent services at
Solihull Hospital, which could affect us all
(see page 5).
We felt that members ought to know
about it and have the chance to participate,
given that this Newsletter issue is unlikely
to have reached many households before
the April 9th closing date.
But, of course, the MailChimp bulletin
only reached members who have supplied
us with their email addresses.

Website and Social
Media:
www.knowlesociety.org.uk
www.facebook.com/
KnowleSociety
www.twitter.com/
KnowleSociety
Membership:
Peter Johnson
1 Barnbrook Road
Knowle
SOLIHULL
B93 9PW
01564 770268
membership@
knowlesociety.org.uk
In this issue
1. Village Greens Update
2. From the Chairman

If you would like to join our MailChimp
circulation list, then send an email to Peter
Johnson, our Membership Secretary, at the
email address above.You will be able to opt
out again if you change your mind.
Please be assured that you will not
be bombarded with emails from us. The
facility will be used occasionally and only
for matters of genuine significance.

3. EGM and Finances
4. Community Services
5. Litter Pick
6. Local History
7. Around the Shops
7. Meetings and Social
8. Planning and Fun Run
9. Knowle in 1914
10. Library Celebrations
10. Day Out - Mill Gardens
11. Walk - Boats and Whale

The Knowle Society Newsletter
Editor: Dave Pinwell, 07973 360307
newsletter@knowlesociety.org.uk
Distribution: Anne Smith, 01564 779120

distribution@knowlesociety.org.uk
Proof-readers: Maria Brown,
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12. Membership

Previous Issues
all the way back to January 1963, are
available at our website:
www.knowlesociety.org.uk
Next issue
Copy deadline: 1st June 2014
Distribution commences:1st July 2014

The Knowle Society is a
company limited by
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number 05514023.
Registered Charity number
1111085.

