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Council Decides to Sell Knowle Green Bus Stop

T

Events Diary

Leighton Jones surveys the bypass route at Langfield Road

Monday October 14th
10.30am Meet at Records Office
Monday October 21st
8.00pm in the Village Hall
Monday November 18th
8.00pm in the Village Hall
Monday November 25th
4.15pm ouside the Guild House
Thursday December 26th
11.00am Meet at the Guild House
Monday January 20th 2014
8.00pm in the Village Hall

he bus stop at Knowle Green is
now ‘For Sale’. Solihull Council
currently owns and maintains it, but
sees the opportunity to reduce its costs.
Knowle Society has been concerned
for some time that the Knowle Green
area presently looks unsightly for a
central junction in the village.
You may recall that we developed
some plans to regenerate it ourselves.
We were unable, though, to procure
grant support (the ‘well had run dry’ by
the time we were ready to apply).
Now, a private investor has made an
approach to take over this disused public
convenience. He proposes to convert it
(subject to planning) for an appropriate
commercial use and provide a new
bespoke bus shelter adjacent to it.
To comply with their policy for sale
of assets, the Council has just instructed
local agents to market it on a leasehold
basis. This will give an opportunity to
any other interested party who may also
wish to propose a scheme on the site.
Be reassured, though. We anticipate
that maintaining a covered bus stop
will be a pre-requisite of any scheme
approved. I will let you know the
outcome in my next report.
Andrew Marston

A Tour of Warwickshire County Record Office and a Talk
Contact Pam Watson 01564 732342. £4/head, payment on the day.
An Evening of Fun and Mirth with ‘Dandy’
Members and guests only, inc fish and chip supper,
National Memorial Arboretum
Talk about the UK’s Centre of Remembrance.
Grand Switch on of the Village Christmas Lights
with Father Christmas
Traditional Boxing Day Walk
Mince Pies & mulled wine served on the route.
Warwickshire Wildlife
Talk by Graham Harrison, Vice Chair of Warwickshire Wildlife Trust

THE KNOWLE SOCIETY

Good News - Natural Environment is Coming Back

I

t is always good to be able to report an item of
good news in the Newsletter, our main way of
keeping you up to date with the activities of your
Society.
I am very pleased to record the re-establishment
of the Natural Environment committee under the
leadership of Joe McGrain. There is more about Joe
and his plans opposite, so I won’t steal his thunder,
but I will record my thanks to Joe for taking this on.
Joe is a fairly new resident in the area, but knew
it through a family connection, and was so keen to
do his bit to maintain the local environment that,
as soon as he moved here, he joined the Society and
volunteered to be an active member.
While we are extremely pleased and proud to
have such a large membership (no sooner have we

announced our 3,500th member than we have added
another 100!) the Society can only operate and do
what you want if we have sufficient active members.
If anyone has a little (or more) spare time I would be
very pleased to have a chat about what you could do
to help.
There ia a wide range of activities, some of which
would take little time, although others might appeal
to anyone who wants to be more involved. I know
I have mentioned this before, but I don’t apologise
for that.
This is YOUR Society and it needs your support in
any way you can help.
Leighton Jones
chairman@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 773894

Village Green Project Applications - Latest News

Leighton Jones, Chairman

T
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hese applications are moving on but, as I
suspected, progress is not exactly lightning.
To be fair, the Council does have to follow the
rules for dealing with these matters, the last thing we
want is for the applications to fail because of a glitch
in the process.
Formal notices have been published in the local
press and on the Council’s website (see http://
www.solihull.gov.uk/Attachments/Notice_of_
applications_for__the_registration_of_three_
areas_of_land_as_a_Town_or_Village_Green_in_
Knowle.pdf).
They have also been posted on or near the areas
of land involved. The notices require anyone who
objects to any of the areas being registered as a Village
Green to inform the Council by October 4th, so this
period might have passed by the time you read this.
We will post any updates on the Society website
(http://www.knowlesociety.org.uk) so you can
keep in touch. If there are no objections the Council
will then make a decision based on our submissions,
which should be positive. If there are objections it is
likely that a public hearing will take place. More fun
to come!

Land adjacent to Starbold Crescent is included in the applicatiions

Leighton Jones
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in Conversation with ... Joe McGrain
Cheryl Steventon talks to our Latest Trustee Director

Joe McGrain

W

Appointments

e welcome Joe McGrain as a new Trustee
Director of the Knowle Society and Chair
of the reformed Natural Environment Committee.
We thought we would take this opportunity to ask
Joe a few questions about himself and the work
he hopes to do for the Society as well as hearing
more about how you can get involved.
So Joe, what brought you to Knowle?
We moved to Knowle nearly a year ago to be nearer
our family who live in the area. I think Knowle is a
great place to live as it has all the charm and character
of a village with the convenience and amenities of a
larger town. In particular the shopping and dining
opportunities are excellent.
Why did you join the Knowle Society?
I joined the Knowle Society to contribute to the
sterling work which has been carried out by the

Society over the past 50 years. I feel it is important
to assist with the Society’s objective to promote the
interests of the Village by “maintaining its character”.
What do you hope to achieve as a new Trustee
Director of the Society?
I hope to maintain, and where possible improve, all
aspects relating to the Natural Environment of the
Village. The Natural Environment Committee fell
dormant last year and I am currently in the process
of re-establishing it.
What have you been working on since your
appointment?
As part of reinstating the Natural Environment
Committee I’ve been working through the files
detailing any work that the Committee was carrying
out but which is still outstanding. This will help me
construct a base from which to develop the work of
the new Committee. Although I’ve been in touch
with previous members I am currently looking for
any additional volunteers to take an active part in
what promises to be an interesting and worthwhile
area going forward. If anyone is interested they can
contact me at environment@knowlesociety.org.uk
It certainly sounds like you have a full schedule!
How do you relax?
I have a variety of interests. I like growing my own
fruit and vegetables. This year, thanks to a very sunny
summer, my harvest included most of the popular
berry fruits as well as pears and apples. Also the usual
poly tunnel inhabitants, tomatoes and a variety of
herbs, and for the first time artichoke and asparagus.
I am also a keen walker and have been exploring
the wealth of local hikes as we get to know the area
better. We also use “The collection of 1001 walks in
Britain” and are trying to do as many as we can.
When I get the chance I also enjoy supporting my
football club and keeping fit.
Thank you Joe, we will look forward to reading
about you and the work of the Natural
Environment Committee in the future.
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Eva Wootton - Her Name Will Live On
Author of ‘The History of Knowle’ Remembered

Eva Wootton 1898 - 1981

Leighton Jones and Janet Erzen view the inscriptions

nowle Society became aware that the Wootton
family grave in Knowle churchyard had nothing
on it to indicate that it was Eva’s last resting place, as
well as that of her parents. Because of everything Eva
had done for the village of Knowle in her lifetime, it
was decided that, if possible, we would redress this
omission.
After various talks with the Parish Office and with
Pollard Memorials, the best course of action was
decided upon. This would be to have the existing
unmarked vase on the grave professionally cleaned
and inscribed with Eva’s details. Whilst the vase was
at Pollard’s having the work done, we approached 1st
Knowle Scouts, with whom Eva had a long and close
association, and asked for their help with cleaning
and tidying the grave.
They were very happy to do this, and as can be
seen in our photograph, above right, did an excellent
job.The inscribed vase is now in place in the garden
of the church Eva loved so much.
For newcomers to the village who know nothing
of Eva’s life in Knowle, here is a brief summary of her
life and work in the village.

Eva came to live in Knowle with her parents at the
age of two years. As she grew up, she developed a
deep love of Knowle and the Parish Church, where
she sang in the choir. This love also extended to the
history of Knowle and of its people.
Eva kept many diaries, photo albums, nature
diaries and scrap books. All of these are now in the
safe keeping of Knowle Society and are an invaluable
source of information for our Local History team.
Her book, “The History of Knowle”, first
published in 1972 and reprinted in a revised version
in 1980, is also a valuable source of information, but
is unfortunately now out of print. There is however, a
copy in the Local History Centre should anyone wish
to look at it.
Eva was Knowle Cub Leader from 1918 – 1949,
District Cub Master – Solihull, founder member of
1st Knowle Guides, received two Chief Scout awards,
was a Ranger Captain, founder member of Knowle
W.I. and a founder member of Knowle Society.
Now, her name will live on in the history of
Knowle, which was her life.
Janet Eržen

Eva Wootton Remembered

K
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Recent Developments on the Planning Front

T

he Committee has continued to consider those
planning applications made of the Council, of
both large and small schemes, during the last quarter.
Those which principally cause concern merit our
contacting the Council and putting forward our
point of view. Sometimes the officers agree with us
and consequently, the applicant is informed with an
appropriate result. More often, however, the Officers
do not agree, which can be most disappointing.
However, the two major items on which we have
spent some considerable time over the past three
months are the Council’s Deposit Draft Local Plan
and the Neighbourhood Plan.
You may recall that earlier in the year I
represented the Committee at several Hearings
held by the Planning Inspector. These considered
those items included in the Draft Plan which had
merited our earlier formal responses to the Council.
Unfortunately, these representations have proved
not to have had any effect. They are not included in
the Council’s recent issue of the Main Modifications
to that Draft Local Plan to which, again, we were
invited to make representations.
The, still current, Solihull Unitary Development
Plan, issued in 2006, includes a list of sites which
were identified as being designated for housing in the
‘long term’ future. Three of these sites, Four Ashes
Road, Hampton Road (pictured) and Grove Road,
either in or close to Knowle, will affect it. The first
two listed have, of course, now received approval for
residential development.

Andrew Marston
planning@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 774082

Andrew Marston, Planning

The Draft Local Plan has no such list included.The
life of this new Plan extends to 2028 in three, fiveyear phases. Our latest representation is based on the
suggestion that if the land allocated in the Draft Local
Plan proves to be insufficient to meet Government
targets for the provision of new housing over the life
of the plan, then any new site(s) being put forward to

make up this deficit should be identified in sufficient
time to ensure that the necessary consultation
process is underway by the start of the third phase,
ie in 2023.
In this way I hope we will be able to ensure that
we will not be faced with planning applications on
the Green Belt which, if the Government–issued
National Planning Policy Framework is to be
believed, could prove under Appeal to be acceptable
to Government Planning Inspectors, although
detrimental to Knowle!
This brings me to the proposed Neighbourhood
Plan, which will include the input of the residents of
Knowle indicating the way in which we all see Knowle
developing over the next fifteen years. This will not
just be about new housing but in all other aspects of
our lives which the Council’s Local Plan addresses.
It will be intended to support Council Policies and
will certainly assist the Council’s resistance to such
future unwanted planning applications as we try and
maintain the Green Belt.
However, we have first to determine the
boundaries of the Neighbourhood to be covered by
the Plan. As it will be for Knowle as a whole, it will
probably be based on Ward Boundaries rather than
the Parochial Parish Boundaries. Whilst the Church
Parish Boundaries have, up to now, determined the
Society’s area of activities, the need for this Plan
has brought about a continuing dialogue with our
Councillors, Diana Holl-Allen, Jeff Potts and Alan
Rebeiro to agree its boundaries.
I hope by the time our next Newsletter is published,
the Plan area will have been agreed between us and
the Council and we should have held a full and open
meeting for all concerned in Knowle. Such a meeting
will be intended to be the formation of the minimum
21-person strong Neighbourhood Forum to be
collectively involved in the Plan’s preparation with
appropriate professional and specialised assistance. I
invite you to WATCH THIS SPACE.
Finally, an apology, that in my Report in our last
Newsletter it was inadvertently stated that the present
owners of Longdon Hall were in possession thereof
under a lease. This is incorrect as the freehold of the
property was sold by Copt Heath Golf Club to the
owners. I apologise for any concern that this error
may have caused to all those concerned.

5

THE KNOWLE SOCIETY

Airport Recommends Option 5 for Southerly Take Offs

Lilla Baker, Community Services

And other Community Services News

6

AIRPORT
The Airport has published its
post consultation report on take
off routes to the South from
the new extended runway. This
follows the consultation which
closed in May.
The preferred new southerly
flight path which it recommends
(known as Option 5) was chosen
because it avoids the village of
Barston and flies mostly over
open countryside rather than
directly over populated areas.
The route is positioned closer
to Balsall Street East but this area
is further out from the Airport
and aircraft will be higher in this vicinity.
The centreline of the route avoids the most
populated areas, including Hampton in Arden and
Balsall Common and is positioned further away
from Catherine de Barnes and Knowle.
The route also received marginally greater
support from stakeholders. As mentioned in
previous Newsletters, it was the Option preferred
by the Society and its members.
The Airport Company is submitting its formal
proposals to the Civil Aviation Authority for when
the runway extension comes into use in April 2014
after final approval by the New Year.
I continue to attend the quarterly ACC (Airport
Consultative Committee) which Paul Keogh
(CEO) usually attends. There are two smaller
groups. The first is the Environmental Working
Group (John Rowley attends) which focuses on
technical aspects. The other is the Passenger and
Surface Transport Working Group which focuses
on passenger experiences and reports to the ACC.
TRANSPORT
There is not much to report this time. Bridget
Sproston attends the Rural Partnership Forum, at
which local transport is an agenda item and this
seems the best forum at which to put our views
and comments. There have been changes to the
local management teams for Centro and Diamond
Buses (which includes the Signature services).
Diamond’s Customer Services may be
contacted on 0121 322 2222 or via comments@
diamondbuses.com. A Solihull Bus Services Route

Maps and Timetables booklet is also available from
them. Anecdotal punctuality issues were raised with
them at the Forum and are being investigated.
PARKING
Ticketed parking most likely to commence in mid
October. Look out for new notices and in the press.
POLICE
WPC Sharon Grant is now a fully fledged member of
our Committee and she also holds monthly surgeries
at the library. She is always pleased to listen and help
with any problems individuals may have.
The next surgeries at the Library are:
Monday 7th October		
Monday 4th November		
Monday 2nd December

1.00-3.00pm
1.00-3.00pm
1.00-3.00pm

GENERAL
Lynne Steyn continues with her excellent job
of updating the Community Notice Board. We
should also thank Piccadilly Cards for taking in
potential posters and information for her. Lynne
also keeps in touch with Kerry Mountjoy, our
local Solihull Council Neighbourhood Officer.
Trying to improve the flower beds in the precinct
(pictured above) is on Kerry’s Agenda. She intends to
involve traders, landlords and the general public. We
have offered to assist. Sadly, there are a few who seem
to think it is OK to throw litter etc in them. Please
encourage the use of bins. 			
Lilla Baker
communityservices@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 739073
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Knot Garden Ties the Community Together

K

nowle’s famous Elizabethan style Knot Garden,
behind historic 16th century Chester House,
was given a makeover this summer. This was a
combined effort by Solihull Council and local pupils
from Knowle Church of England Primary School and
Arden Academy with the support of Knowle Society.
Due to financial restraints the Knot Garden had
become a little tired in recent years. At the request
of Solihull Council, the Knowle Society has been able
to facilitate the involvement of Arden Academy in
regularly maintaining the garden in order to preserve
it for future generations.
Kerry Mountjoy from Solihull Council raised £200
for new plants for two large planters in the garden.
Mark Berry, Avneet Sumner, Jessica Harrison, Sean
Dunnion, Carly Gardener, Harvey Bryon, Ben Picken
and Jessica Raisbeck from Knowle Primary School’s
Year 5 made an excellent job of clearing the old
overgrown plants and replanted them with a vibrant
selection from local garden centres.
James Taylor and Beth Lomas from Arden
Academy’s sixth form, along with the Society’s Lilla
Baker, helped the children break up some of the
compacted earth in the planters.

Knowle School pupils Harvey Byron, Carly Gardner, Ben Pickles
and Jessica Raisbeck at work in the Knot Garden

Arden’s Principal, Martin Murphy, told the Society
“Arden is delighted to ensure this very special
community garden is kept in good condition.”
Kerry Mountjoy added: “The Knot Garden is a
great resource for the local community. It is also a
good opportunity for local school children to gain
experience of working as part of the community and
learn more about Knowle’s history.”
Cheryl Steventon

Changes to Emergency Service - Advance or Decline?

Ambulance Services

T

here has been general concern about the plan
by West Midlands Ambulance Service (WMAS)
to close the ambulance station at Hermitage Road
and remove the base for two-man ambulances to
Erdington.
Under the plan, there would be five much smaller
bases, equipped around the clock with rapid response
ambulance car and paramedics. One of these is due to

be sited in Knowle or Dorridge, although the proposal
to put it into Arden Academy has been abandoned and
a new site is being sought.
WMAS insists that the changes will result in a
better and more modern service to the public for the
following reasons:
• The first responders, dispersed in the community,
will arrive faster, on average, than at present.
• First response paramedics are all being trained
to a higher level, facilitating a wider range of
treatment on arrival.
• This in turn will reduce the number of patients
that need to be transferred to A&E at all.
• Two-man vehicles, during idle time on shift, will
stand by at community locations, such as the new
local stations, rather than return to Erdington.
• This approach has been operating for some time
in the Black Country and is proven to work there.
There remain fears in some quarters that the plan is
more about cost saving than service improvement and
that it may be ‘the thin end of the wedge’.
You can judge for yourself with the full statement
issued by WMAS, and also have your say, at the website
of Solihull’s new community health and social care
watchdog, www.healthwatchsolihull.org.uk.
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An Earlier Demolition of the Garage!
Around the Shops and Ancient Buildings (sort of )

Janet Eržen, Local History

N
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ot really a shop, not really
an ancient or imposing
building, but hey! It sold cars and
car bits and pieces etc so a shop
of sorts and it has been a familiar
landmark in Knowle for almost
100 years
We are of course talking about
the Greswolde Garage now sadly,
no more, razed to the ground and
gone for ever to make way for a
McCarthy & Stone apartment
block!
So far as we can establish the
garage was erected, or it could
have been an outhouse conversion,
quite soon after the end of the
1st world war, probably about
1919/20. At the time the owner and proprietor of
the hotel and the garage was a Mr Hicklin.
A few years ago one of Mr Hicklin’s sons, Gordon,
who was born at the hotel, allowed us to interview
him and record his memories of both the garage
and the hotel. We would like to share a few of the
following garage anecdotes with you and hope you
enjoy them.
Petrol was pumped by means of hand operated
cranks and if there was no attendant around you
had to turn the handle yourself. Oil was in large 40
gallon drums. Customers were given carriers like
small jugs in which to carry the oil to the car and
pour it in.
As far as Gordon could remember, his father was
the only person in the village to have a car, a Ford
Open Tourer which was always parked on the front
of the garage. One day when the forecourt was being
rolled by a steam roller, the driver completely lost
control and in Gordon’s words “Father’s car went
away.”
On another occasion when the road was being
repaired, Mr Hicklin persuaded the steam roller
driver with two or three pints, to roll the forecourt
again. For some reason the driver went towards the
back door and the big heavy front end dropped into
the well. Not only was there the cost of getting the
roller out, but the shaft of the well, which was 15ft
thick and made of oak, had been forced down by the
roller, and that too had to be repaired. A costly three
pints! I wonder if the driver had drunk them before
starting the work?

The Greswolde Garage, 1932

In 1932, Arthur Poole the gardener/handyman
locked up the garage and started to walk home. He
had not gone far when he heard an almighty crash,
turned around and the whole garage had collapsed.
No one ever knew why but Mr Hicklin had been
working on an extension at the back of the garage and
had a large quantity of sheets of glass stored in the
roof. Too much weight perhaps? We’ll never know.
The extent of the devastation, though, can be seen in
the dramatic picture above.
It was decided to re-build and Mr Hicklin heard
that a building belonging to Greys in Bull Street,
Birmingham was being demolished. He went to have
a look, decided it was just what he wanted and paid
the demolition contractors to take it down, deliver it
and re-erect it as the Greswolde Garage.
The hotel was sold in 1935 but Mr Hicklin
retained ownership of the garage for a good few
years more. At the beginning of the 2nd World
War the government commandeered the building
and apparently it became some sort of armaments
factory. It survived the war and reverted to a garage
remaining so until 2013, when the bulldozers moved
in!
As I said, it may not have been an imposing or
even a particularly attractive building, but I think it
will remain in a lot of people’s memories for a long
time to come. We would like to thank Mr Mervyn
Fletcher and all the previous proprietors for the long
and excellent service they provided to this village.
We also wish Mr Fletcher a long and happy
retirement.

October 2013

Local History Snippets
EXHIBITIONS
The current exhibition is ‘Knowle Businesses over
100 Years’ showing photographs, adverts etc. This
will be in place until January 2014 when it will be
replaced by ‘Notable Buildings in Knowle’. The next
exhibition will not be until August 2014 and will of
course be ‘100 Year Anniversary of the End of the
First World War’.
CAN YOU HELP?
Relating to the above, if anyone has a member of
their family or knows of anyone who was involved in
the First World War in any way at all (not necessarily
in the forces) and who was born or lived in or
around Knowle including Dorridge, Bentley Heath,
Packwood, Chadwick End, Hampton and Barston and
you would like them to have a place in the exhibition
could you please let us have details/photographs.
Any photographs would be copied carefully for
use in the exhibition and returned to you. After the
exhibition the copies would, with your permission,
be added to our archives.

KNOWLE SCHOOL 1ST X1 FOOTBALL 1947-8
Thank you to everyone who responded to the
Knowle 1st XI photo feature in the last issue, asking
for the identity
of those in the
picture. A total
of 12 different
people rang me.
Some
differed
from others in
naming the boys,
so I have taken
the majority view
for each boy as
the correct one,
unless of course
you
definitely
know different!
If you have
your July issue
handy, they were:
BACK ROW: (L to R) John Thompson, Mr Wright,
Dave Grimmett, John O’Shea, Colin White, Neville
Johnson, Mr Wilkes
FRONT ROW: (L to R) Brian Tuffnall, John
Brambleby (possibly), Ron Empson, Arthur Haynes,
John Chatterley, Remains unidentified.
Janet Eržen
history@knowlesociety.org.uk
01564 779040

Local History

Also, can anyone identify the ladies in the picture
above? It was taken at Copt Heath Golf Club and
they are mainly relatives of the Golf Club members.
It would be nice to be able to name them for their
contribution to the war.
One final item relating to the Great War, does
anyone have any knowledge of Alfred George Barber?
We know that he was born on 27 January 1899
and lived on Birmingham Road, Knowle with parents
Alfred & Annie Barber (née Griffin), three sisters

Evelyn, Ellen & Kathleen and his grandparents Edwin
& Amelia Griffin. He was a member of Knowle
Scout Troop, Peewit Patrol.
In March 1915, he enrolled into the Volunteer
Rifle Corps. Then in August 1915 enlisted into the
Royal Artillery five months before his 17th birthday!
Eventually he was discharged as under age.
However, he died of injuries on 9 May 1918 aged
just 19 years.
It was recorded by Revd Downing that he “Died as
a result of injuries when kicked by a horse in France”.
The Soldiers’ Chapel and Hymn Boards in Knowle
Church have memorials to him.
No trace of Alfred re-enlisting can be found in any
official records nor is there any record of his death.
Maybe he re-enlisted under a different name, but
where did the Revd Downing get his information
from?
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Knights of History and Days of Apprehension
Your Monthly Monday Evening Meetings Programme

Charles Robinson, Meetings and Social

I

t has been a relatively quiet period with just two
talks since the last newsletter with our traditional
break in August.In June we were entertained by a
talk on origins and history of the Templar Knights by
Mrs Dixie Atkins.
The Templar Knights were also known as Poor
Fellow Soldiers of Christ or the Knights of The
Temple of Solomon. The Knights united two
conflicting ideals, for they were both monks and
warriors, committed to God and committed to war.
The order of the Knights was destroyed in 1314 by
their own church, accused of heresy and a whole
number of other sins.
Dixie is a renowned author of historical books
(the best known is her series on the wives of Henry
the Eighth which are well worth a read) .
With her background of historical research Dixie
gave a talk full of information on the Knights and their
influence on their period of power. Did you know
that if a village has the name Temple in it that it was
gifted to the Knights in recognition of the bravery
of the Knights Templar in the Holy Land Crusades.
Temple Balsall is a local example.
Dixie certainly brought her subject to life in a very
entertaining and information packed talk.
Carol Regan, a retired shop detective, was our
speaker in July. Carol worked at Woolworths and
Beatties in Solihull for many years and has an enviable
record of apprehending shoplifters.

A Day Out from Knowle

F

or a splash of autumn colour and a fine day out with
delightful strolls amongst turning leaves, why not
look to Bodenham Arboretum, near Kidderminster.
Here the miles of paths, in 156 acres of woodland,
meander around overhanging glades and a network
of pools and islands, connected by wooden bridges.
To take a break from wild fowl and insect spotting,
relax in the highly regarded onsite Restaurant. This
offers lunches that span from baguettes and jacket
potatoes to a full blown carvery. Alternatively, plan
ahead and use the well equipped picnic areas.
To find the Arboretum, leave the A451 Birmingham
to Kidderminster road, just before the outskirts
of Kidderminster itself, onto the B4189 towards
Wolverley. Just beyond Wolverley, turn right again
onto Sladd Lane and follow the brown signs.

10

A very entertaining talk about happenings close
to home provided a lot of humorous incidents as
well as the more serious. This job can obviously be
dangerous as well as rewarding. Carol gave us a peek
behind the curtain of the methods and operations of
what is usually not visible to us as we go about our
normal shopping.
Our 2014 programme is now available on the
Society website so please have a look when you get
a chance.
Meanwhile, it will be soon time to think about
ordering the Village’s Christmas tree!!
meetings@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 775770

Carol Reagan
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Through New Hall Country Park and Along Plants Brook
Our series of local walking opportunities takes us towards Sutton Coldfield

A

driveway of the Ramada Birmingham, before crossing
to other side of the stream and, eventually passing
under the, freight only, Sutton Park railway line.
AtWylde Green Road, turn left across the entrance
to New Hall Valley Mill before turning right into the
Country Park. A number of paths lead off each side,
but follow the stream, keeping it to your left, until,
having passed under the railway again, you emerge
onto Ebrook Road. Here, you can turn back or turn
left, then right, to visit the Town Centre.
The Country Park is a 198 acre nature reserve and
home to a wide range of animals, birds, insects and
plants. kingfishers, heron, dragonflies, water voles
and brook trout can be seen around Plants Brook.
On the return leg, consider a stop at the Ramada,
not only good for afternoon tea or a visit to the bar,
but also the only point from which you can view the
adjacent lake.
The walk is covered by OS Explorer Map no 220
and Landranger no 139.

Local Walk

stroll along the delightful New Hall Valley and
through the meadowland of its Country Park is
ideal for a bit of Autumn colour and it helps as winter
approaches that the route is fully paved.
This five mile walk begins at the car park of Pype
Hayes Park, just off the Chester Road, not far from
Junction 5 of the M6 and less than 20 minutes from
Knowle. It can be shortened by turning back earlier
or lengthened by an extra mile by turning back at
Sutton Coldfield Town Centre.
Keen cyclists can take their bikes and follow the
route, as well, for all the paths along this entire
route are shared between pedestrians and cyclists.
Take the path from the top corner of the car
park, over and down the hill to a ‘crossroads’ of
paths. Turning right towards the Golf Course on the
opposite side of the valley leads you down to the
bank of Plants Brook. Here, you turn left and, for the
remainder of the walk, follow this stream.
It leads you across Penns Lane and then over the
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A Warm Welcome to our New Members
who have joined the Society since our last Newsletter
Mrs S Anari
Mr S Antoniou
Mr I J M Black
Mr S Brown &
Miss K Cramer
Ms A Chambers
Mrs Compton
Mr & Mrs G A Cooper
Mr & Mrs J M Davies
Mr & Mrs T R Davies
Mr & Mrs S Davison
Ms S Dayhia
Mrs J H Dilworth
Mr & Mrs T Dimmock
Mr & Mrs C Dobbie
Mrs S E Eaves
Mr & Mrs C Ferguson
Mrs M Friedrich
Mr & Mrs R A Garbutt
Mr & Mrs W Gaskin
Mr & Mrs K R Gillingham
Mr & Mrs D Goddard

Mr P Hales
Mr & Mrs K Hall
Mr & Mrs A J D Hardy
Mr & Mrs M Harris
Mr & Mrs R Harris
Mr D Hemmings &
Miss M Price
Mrs R J Jordan
Mr & Mrs N Lynch
Mr & Mrs P Marriott
Mr J P McGonigle
Mr & Mrs J T McGrain
Mr & Mrs R McHenry
Miss C Minton
Mr J Musty &
Miss J G J Ricks
Mr & Mrs P A Newhall
Mr J Newton
Mr & Mrs R J Oakes
Mr & Mrs D Paul
Mr M Pollock

Mrs S Prickett
Mrs D M Rees
Mr D C G Robertson
Mr & Mrs M Routledge
Mr & Mrs B Shore
Mr & Mrs N Smith
Mr & Mrs M Smith
Mr & Mrs E Smith
Mrs M A Smith
Mr & Mrs S Stuchfeld
Mr & Mrs A M Sutherland
Dr & Mrs J Sutton
Mrs A Swift
Mr & Mrs J Tavilla
Mr & Mrs R J Tebbit
Mr J J Templeman
Mrs J M Thompson
Mr & Mrs G Thorne
Mrs M Tinley
Mr & Mrs B Tovey
Mr & Mrs D P White

Membership Continues to Grow
I am pleased to report that, in
membership terms, the Society has had
another good year. I am writing this at the
end of August so, strictly speaking, we have
another month to go but we can make a
reasonable assumption that there will be
little change (at least not downwards!) in
the final month of our year.
Our membership is at the record
level of 3,601 and the collection rate for
subscriptions has again reached the record
level of 99%. During the last 11 months
we have recruited 451 new members
and ’lost’ 105. Of this latter figure only a
very small proportion (less than 1%) left
for reasons other than death, illness or

moving away. This would suggest that most
members are reasonably happy with what
the Society is doing on their behalf. Long
may it continue!
Subscriptions are again due and
continue at the very modest rate of £3 and
£5. The Trustee Directors are considering
various ambitious plans for the future so
the subscriptions may have to rise at some
stage.
By next year they will have been at
current levels for 10 years which must be
some kind of record!
Peter Johnson
membership@knowlesociety.org.uk
Knowle 770268
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The Knowle Society
We have over 3600 members;
can you encourage your
friends and neighbours to
join too? This may be done
either by contacting the
Membership Secretary or
through an application
form on our website (address
below).
Established to maintain the
character of the Village .

Website:
www.knowlesociety.org.uk
Membership:
Peter Johnson
1 Barnbrook Road
Knowle
SOLIHULL
B93 9PW
01564 770268
membership@
knowlesociety.org.uk
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