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Long live our Queen...long live our Village!
Well, what a busy and exciting year this is turning out to be, what with the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, the Society’s
Golden Jubilee, the Olympics and a host of other events. I must say, Knowle is showing its community spirit in all
the various events that have been organised and your Society is playing its part in all this.
We have already held two events as part of our golden jubilee celebrations, the recording of ‘Any Questions?’ and
most recently our ‘Birthday Tea Party’ in the village hall. This was another successful event with over 100 people
turning up to sample the excellent cakes and each other’s company. We were very pleased to welcome Her
Honour the Mayor, Councillor Mrs. Irene Chamberlain who cut our celebration cake and spent a considerable time
talking to people.
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The next event in our celebration of the Society’s 50th will be a dinner dance with elements of the 1960s. Details
are given later in this Newsletter. I’m sure it will be a great night with excellent food and entertainment, so book
your tickets early to ensure you get a place and come along to recognise what an excellent organisation our founders
started and to look forward to a great future.
In the meantime we have also had the main celebrations for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. The effort that went into
the numerous events held over the first weekend in June needed to be seen to be believed and it just shows how
Knowle still operates as a village, no matter how large it has become. Thanks to all those who visited our stall and
took part in the competitions. The results are listed elsewhere in the newsletter.
(Continued on page 2)

Events Diary

Monday 16th July
8pm in Knowle Village Hall
Monday 23rd July
10.30am in Knowle Village Hall
Tuesday 11th September
Monday 17th September
8pm in Knowle Village Hall
Saturday 29th September
8pm in Copt Heath Golf Club
Sunday 30th September
Meet 2pm at Fen End car park
Monday 15th October
8pm in Knowle Village Hall

Established to maintain the character of the Village

Prime Ministers in the Midlands
David Howe
History of Civil Registration & Register Funnies
John Yates (Genealogist Birmingham Register Office)
Stoneleigh Abbey — History Visit
Jane Austen Costumed Tour (Bookable event)
Images of Nature
Peter Preece
The Knowle Society’s Golden Jubilee Dinner Dance
Live Duo—The Sheridans. This is a ticketed event
Temple Balsall Walk
Tea and cakes can be bought at the finish
Quiz Night with fish & chip supper
Members and guests only (booking necessary)
Registered Charity No: 1111085

The one traditional event that didn’t take place on the Jubilee weekend was the parade of floats. It’s not
surprising, with the lack of suitable vehicles and the concerns for the safety of those riding on them. It’s a pity
as it is one of the two things I clearly remember from the Coronation. I was very young (honestly), but was
dressed as a Beefeater in a costume made by my grandmother. We rode on the float with the ‘queen’ and
were cheered all the way round town, which was great fun. What wasn’t so great was when the driver
decided to go under a low bridge and the frame carrying the bunting over the throne collided with the bridge
and fell down, almost knocking us off the lorry.
The other thing I remember (other than the tea party!) was watching the ceremony on a tiny TV set, crammed
into my grandparent’s front room with all the neighbours. I wonder what our young ones will remember.
We took our 21-month-old grandson to watch the torch relay and he was much more impressed by the ‘noisy,
onange (orange) digger’ on the construction site next door!
Turning now to the more routine (but still very important) events affecting the village, you will see from the
other articles in this edition that the Society is very active in its 50th year in working hard to carry out what we
were established to do – ‘preserve the character of the village’. Quite what anyone means by ‘character’ is a
moot point, I’m sure we all have slightly different views. If we look back we’ll see that much has changed,
certainly the buildings have changed. However, I suggest that the events of this year show quite clearly that
this place where we live still has the spirit of a village and a real community that pulls together whenever it is
needed to continue to make it such a great place to live. Long may this last.
In order to recognise some of the activities and achievements of our founders and the Society over the past 50
years we have produced a booklet, which is included with this Newsletter. We hope you enjoy reading this
record and look forward, as we do, to the next 50 (well perhaps 5 will do for now!)
Leighton Jones —Chairman - Knowle 773894
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50TH ANNIVERSARY DINNER DANCE
Saturday 29th September 2012
COPT HEATH GOLF CLUB
ENTERTAINMENT PROVIDED BY ‘THE SHERIDANS’
MENU

chairman@knowlesociety.org.uk

•
•
•
•

King Prawn Rarebit on bruschetta with salad and a sherry and chilli dressing
Parmesan crusted chicken with a sweet basil cream and wine sauce accompanied by seasonal vegetables
Flambé apricots on baked brioche with Jersey clotted cream topped with Pistachio nuts
Coffee with mints

Price £30 per head. To book tickets send a cheque payable to The Knowle Society to:
Leighton Jones, 23 Newton Rd, Knowle, B93 9HL
Please include:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Your name
Your address
Your phone number
The number of people you are booking for
Any special dietary requirements.
EARLY BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL AS NUMBERS ARE LIMITED

The committee in the meantime attended the Council’s special meeting of the Conservation Advisory
Committee (CAC) in March to ask it to reject the Council’s request of the CAC to approve Kimberley’s
proposals for the new Waitrose store, as the detail provided by the Council for the CAC was both incomplete
and premature. The CAC resolved to consider the application once Kimberley had completed its current
deliberations in respect of some detailed changes. At that time Kimberley had also to submit the Supplement
to its Transportation Assessment. The Council has now received this Report to which the committee will also
shortly be sending their views to the Council. We believe Kimberley will take the opportunity of a public
exhibition in Knowle of its final scheme proposals from which we expect to make our final submission to the
Council for inclusion in its deliberations on the scheme.

planning

Following my taking over the Planning Committee from Leighton Jones as Chairman nearly four months ago,
having already responded to both the Council’s draft Local Plan – expected to be in force until 2028 – and the
supplementary Planning Document for Affordable Housing, I have to advise that the Council has still to give
the date for the formal hearing of these proposals.

Aside from the various but relatively minor applications that continue to be made to the Council, a new
proposal for Hall Farm on the Kenilworth Road has been submitted. Most of the existing farm buildings are to
be demolished to make way for new homes to be built in their place with the remainder of the existing
buildings altered to create more new homes which, together with a refurbishment of the existing farmhouse,
will provide thirteen in all on the site. Unfortunately the site is in Green Belt and the proposal appears to be
against Council policy. Neither does it include a provision for affordable housing of any description. The
committee is currently preparing its letter of objection on these grounds to be sent to the Council.
The committee is constantly being made aware of other, potential, schemes which will always be given full
consideration where possible. The opportunities provided by such pre-application consultation enable the
committee to make every endeavour to ensure that by the time an application is finally submitted, our
comments will be included in that formal proposal.
Andrew Marston - Knowle 774082
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KNOWLE SOCIETY QUIZ NIGHT WITH FISH & CHIP SUPPER
FOR MEMBERS AND THEIR GUESTS – Bring your own drinks, tea and coffee will be provided as well
MONDAY 15TH OCTOBER 2012 AT 8PM - KNOWLE VILLAGE HALL
Please return the form below or a copy, NO LATER THAN 30 September (and preferably sooner please) with:
PAYMENT (£5 per person) and
a STAMPED SELF-ADDRESSED ENVELOPE to:
Charles Robinson, 20 Culverley Crescent, Knowle, Solihull B93 9RB — Tel: 01564 775770
If you wish to retain your newsletter intact and write a letter instead, please ensure that you include ALL the information marked with checkboxes—you may like to tick them off as reminders

KNOWLE SOCIETY QUIZ NIGHT—15 OCTOBER 2012

This event always sells out
quickly—don’t delay!

Names:
OR:
Please reserve a place for my team of 6 people. Team Name……………………………………...
THEN:
My Name………………………………………………

Amount Paid £…...

My Address………………………...……………………………….… ……...…………….…
Tel No………………...………

Email……………………………………….…………...

planning@knowlesociety.org.uk

COMPLETE EITHER:
Please reserve a place for ……people at the quiz night and here are their names (include your own):

community services

AIRPORT
Lilla Baker has taken over as The Knowle Society representative on the Birmingham Airport Consultative
Committee (ACC). This involves quarterly meetings which allow the Society to have uptodate information on
future planning such as Runway Extension, HS2 and competing for excess traffic to Heathrow. These types of
issues can be commented upon and concerns recorded.
Work has now commenced on the 400m extension to the runway at Birmingham Airport, with a planned
completion in 2014. As part of the preparation, the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) will be reviewing the
Instrument Departure Routes and Noise Preferential Routes which aircraft will be obliged to follow. An
Airspace Change Focus Group has been set up to allow prior consultation with local communities with respect
to the development of the flight paths and aircraft procedures. The Knowle Society has a representative (John
Rowley) on the group and will feed back any concerns as they arise.
The Airport has now reduced the maximum night noise level allowed for take-off and landings, to 85dB (A).
SMBC
We have received a large number of complaints regarding the state of the road which starts in St Johns Close
and turns past the Scout Hut. It is in a very poor general condition and is potentially dangerous. We have
written to SMBC who are aware of the problem and they have been in contact with the owner of the land
involved, the latest news is that quotes are now being obtained for the work required.
POLICE
Local Neighbourhood Officer WPC S. Grant attended our last meeting, where she updated us on local crime
statistics, we are a low crime area but theft from vehicles has risen, do not leave items on view. There is also
evidence of car theft particularly BMWs in Warwickshire and adjacent areas.

communityservices@knowlesociety.org.uk

4

Leighton Jones, John Rowley and Lilla Baker met with Chief Superintendent Sally Bourner at her invitation;
also present were Inspector Portman and Sergeant G Murtagh. We were updated on current police policy,
including communications between the police and the public and the availability of
www.westmidlandspolice.uk as a means of contacting them. The West Midlands Police web site and Twitter
are both useful if you wish to know what is going on and also to input any concerns, comments and
observations. They are proving useful tools – Chief Superintendent Sally Bourner assured us our local officers
will still be out and about carrying out expected police duties in the prevention of crime.
The neighbourhood police team is holding surgeries at Knowle Library between 1pm and 3pm on the following dates:
•
•
•

Monday 16 July
Monday 13 August
Monday 10 September

TRAFFIC/PARKING
A further informal meeting with Lilla Baker and an SMBC officer to observe traffic/parking resulted in a good
exchange of views, helping to build a picture of the problem.
John Rowley - Knowle 778289
RESULTS OF THE KNOWLE SOCIETY DIAMOND JUBILEE COMPETITIONS 4TH JUNE 2012
Gold

Up to 7 years
Matthew

8-12 years
Peter Hart

Over 12 years
Greg Hart

Silver

Keiron

Amy

Andy

Sebastian

George

Mark

Bronze

MINI MONARCHS COMPETITION
0-3 years
Albie Cordle
Gethin Jones

4-7 years
Olivia Sheard
Harry Cureton

JUBILEE EVENTS—A PHOTO RECORD
THE TEA PARTY

Outstanding service—your directors were trusted with
the cakes, we didn’t drop those and we aim to watch over
our village with the same care. Are we allowed at least
one corny remark? Anyway we swept away any remaining
cobwebs that suggest that civic pride is dull and boring!

A mayoral visit with a grandson escort gave the cakecutting a special lift and the Mayor spent a considerable
time meeting the guests. Leighton Jones, our Chairman,
must have been pleased that his maroon apron matched the
mayoral dress!
For colour versions of all the pictures in this issue see the
newsletter online and follow the newsletter link or use the
QR Code on the back page.
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Outstanding cakes—the tea party guests were treated to
large quantities of delicious cakes baked by our members
and to oodles of hot tea kindly donated by Taylors of
Harrogate in honour of the occasion of the Society’s
Golden Jubilee.

THE STREET PARTY

All ready to go—red carpet for the mini-monarchs
on their thrones—royal photographer at the ready

Tommy Godwin—1948 Olympic
medallist and Knowle resident gave the
stand an historic and yet topical flavour

PROFILES OF OUR TRUSTEES/DIRECTORS
In the April issue we gave brief profiles of four of our new directors and secretary but did not have space for
fuller descriptions. In this issue we expand those earlier profiles and add four new profiles of directors who
have been in their roles for a little longer.

JANET ERZEN
I first became involved with The Knowle Society through my interest in history,
especially local history. When I became chairman of the local history committee
and found with this position I automatically became a Trustee Director I must
admit I was not too keen. However, I also have a great love for Knowle where I
have lived for over 44 years, and soon became embroiled in the society's
endeavours to protect the village of Knowle and its heritage. This combination
of love of local history and of Knowle, combined with my passion for gardening
and three grandsons under the age of 5 years keeps me very busy indeed. So to
all those who say "I wouldn't know what to do if I retired", try getting involved
with your local community.
DAVE PINWELL
I moved to Knowle in 1983 and have been responsible for the Society’s publicity, preparing
press releases, taking photos, designing leaflets etc, since around 2004. I have a firm belief in
the importance of community life, of taking a pride in where we live and the vital role played
by voluntary groups who look after the interests of neighbourhoods and residents. This spills
over into my ‘day job’ where I run an organisation that provides support and development
services in Solihull’s community sector. Although, some people also know me for a regular
column in the Solihull News!!
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LEIGHTON JONES
Just over 10 yrs ago I realised that retirement was looming and, having
worked in Birmingham, I didn’t really know anyone in Knowle even
though we’d been here since 1975. As chance would have it there was
an appeal in the Society’s Newsletter for someone to lead the walks.
That’ll do me, I thought, and I’ve never regretted it. I’ve had lots of
different roles and enjoyed them all. Even better, I know loads of
people in Knowle. I do get somewhat embarrassed, though, as even
more people know me and I cannot remember your names. My
apologies if this happens to you, please jog my memory.
BILL BOHANNA
Born a long time ago in Llandudno North Wales, educated in Blackpool,
worked in the cinema then 30 years in the BBC working in film and
resource management in London, Glasgow, Belfast, Manchester and
Birmingham Pebble Mill. Formed a post production company, currently
Trustee Director of Vision Charity, and Member of The British
Academy of Film and Television Arts. Lived in Knowle since 1994.
Note from the Editor—Mr Pinwell, our Publicity Manager, has been particularly
shy about providing us with a picture of himself—we were tempted to plagiarise
a picture of him from the recent Revels pantomime as Toad of Toad Hall in his
car—parp,parp—as revenge for this omission. We thought better of it and show
him instead as a waiter at our recent tea-party].

REMINDER TO CALENDAR OWNERS
If you bought our 2012 calendar of Knowle, please remember that the days of the week (M,T,W,T,F,S,S) in
the right-hand column for the month of August only are all out of sequence. We apologised for this error in
the last issue but just in case you missed it or August seemed too far ahead to be bothered...

PERSONAL PROFILES THAT WE COULD NOT FIT IN TO OUR LAST NEWSLETTER
LILLA BAKER
I have lived in Solihull since 1987 moving to Knowle in 1999 and joining
Knowle Society’s Community Services committee of which I am the secretary.
I am trying to revisit traffic and parking issues and have been seeking ideas. I
have always been interested in local affairs, being heavily involved with
residents’ associations in the 1970s in Sutton Coldfield. I am a Trustee and
currently Chairman of Jobs Close Charity, which owns the local residential
home for the elderly. I previously worked in accident and emergency and later
as a college tutor teaching first aid. I have a lifelong interest in riding being a past National Chairman of The
Side-saddle Association, an active member of Solihull Riding Club and of Knowle Astronomical Society.
DAVID WATSON
I am an Edinburgh medical graduate who moved south in 1981 to work in
Solihull. I met my future wife Pam, who lived in Station Road, Knowle, when
she was working as a senior casualty sister in Solihull Hospital A&E, and we
married in September 1982 in Knowle Parish Church. I became a GP in 1986
and worked in Stechford until retiring from medical practice last year. During
my time as a GP, I also worked during the 1990’s as the team doctor for
Birmingham City Football club. My wife has a long history in Knowle, having
lived there most of her life, and after living in North Warwickshire for 20 years, we decided to move back to
live in Knowle in October 2006. Although still active in helping the business of my medical practice, I offered
to take on the work of treasurer for the society, and started in July 2011. As a trustee director, I not only
enjoy the work as treasurer, but am also learning much more about the village and its history.
ELIZABETH LINKER
I was born in Manchester. My father was Lithuanian my mother Irish/Scottish. I
moved around the country with my career including a time in Devon. My career
finally brought me to Knowle 21 years ago. I am a recent member of the
Knowle Society. I first became involved with the Knowle Society through my
Knowle Library volunteer work on Saturday afternoons. I also help out with the
distribution of the Knowle Society Newsletter. My interests include jogging,
Nordic Walking, walking, Pilates and trying to learn to swim. I love to read I
have recently joined a Book Club but above all I love to travel. My favourite places to date are Lithuania, Israel
and New Zealand.
MARTIN WARR
After losing my dear wife and childhood sweetheart, Angela, I met Derek Mellor
who was then the membership secretary of the Knowle society. Derek was
extremely supportive and we became good friends but sadly he suffered a stroke
and passed away in May 2009. However together we had substantially increased
the membership and I am personally very appreciative of all the recognition that I
have received. I think it is important to maintain a high level of community
involvement and wherever possible to encourage people to offer and maintain
support, which may be achieved in many different ways, for the benefit of our local society. I have lived in
Knowle for many years and realise the greater the membership, the louder is our voice to help support or
resolve all community affairs so I endeavour to inspire continued support from all residents for the sake of our
lovely community.

DIAMOND JUBILEE PHOTOGRAPHS
If you have any photographs, video footage etc. of the various celebrations over the Jubilee weekend, we
would be grateful if you could lend them to the Local History Centre (upstairs in the library) for us to copy
and add to the archives. There are stewards on duty every Saturday morning in the centre but if this is not
convenient, please telephone Janet Eržen on 01564 779040 or Kathy Jephcott on 01564 779007. We
would also be grateful for anything you have of previous festivals, particularly the Millennium
celebrations. Anything you entrust to us for copying will be taken good care of and returned to you as soon
as possible together with a dvd of any material you have loaned us. Thank you. Janet Eržen
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PHOTOS OF JUBILEE KINGS & QUEENS AND MINI-MONARCHS & WII COMPETITIONS

Winners seated in the Throne Room—4-7 years above, 0-3 years below
Competition judge Councillor Diana Holl-Allen—results on page 4
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Father Peter and son Greg, winners of the Wii Cycling Competition—prizes for which were presented by
The Knowle Society Chairman Leighton Jones
Note from the Editor—we apologise that this issue is likely to have arrived at your door a week or so later than usual. All
the same we hope that you enjoy reading it—perhaps in your deckchair on the beach, with your toes under a sandcastle and
a cool glass of something in your other hand.

INTRODUCTION
The aim of the Natural Environment Committee is to establish a nature
corridor and pathway across Knowle following the route of the bypass. The
Local Development Framework Plan should be approved by the government
within twelve months and the line of the bypass could be lifted in 2013
leaving the future of the land uncertain. Houses owned by the Council and
other bodies may be released for sale. If the houses in Longdon Road and
Station Road were sold it may not be possible to establish access routes for
pedestrians. There is an understandable concern amongst residents, that the
open land may be considered for new housing. Residents of Neville Road in
Shirley recently achieved a court notice for a Village Green status to be
granted on an area of open land. We are looking into possibly taking this sort
of action.

natural environment

KNOWLE NATURE CORRIDOR PLAN AND BYPASS LAND

AREAS OF LAND INVOLVED
There are six areas of land affected, all areas are identified from north to south. A brief description follows for
each of the areas:
Area A (picture left) - Warwick Road roundabout to backs of
gardens of Longdon Road houses
Ownership not yet established / Grass area with a footpath and trees / No
way out onto Longdon Road.
Area B - Longdon Road houses
Numbers 80, 84 & 86 on the north side and 59, 69, 77, 79 & 83 on the south
side are owned by the Council in addition to a strip of land over Purnells
Brook beside number 62.
Area C - Nature Reserve
Owned by Council / Some open grass areas with trees, brambles and thickets / Some degree of cultivation
but mainly left alone.
Area D (picture left) - Extension to Knowle Park
Owned by Council / Open grass area with some trees / A footpath across the
field from Starbold Crescent to Knowle Park.
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Area E (picture right) - Wild area to
back of gardens in Station Road
Owned by Council / Overgrown and not
easy to penetrate.

Comments
Area A is the biggest and likely to be the most complicated as ownership of the land is confused.
Area C is a Local Nature reserve which should already be protected.
Area D would be a nice addition to Knowle Park. It is probably the easiest to achieve Village Green status for
but it may be better to try to encourage the Council to designate it as an extension to Knowle Park or attempt
to register a footpath.
Area E is linked to the two houses in Station Road but vulnerable to housing development.
Plan
Our plan is to establish ownership of the land and any covenants on the land as the first priority. All six areas
will be considered.
Liaison with Friends of Knowle Park and the Shirley residents group will take place. We will then seek a
meeting with the Council to try and find out more about their intentions.
Ian Simmonds - Knowle 778692

environment@knowlesociety.org.uk

Area F - Station Road houses
Numbers 174 and 176 owned by the Council.

local history centre

EXHIBITIONS
Currently there is no actual exhibition but there are various artefacts on show in the display cabinets.
The next exhibition will be in September and will be “50 Years of The Knowle Society” describing how and
why the Society was formed, how we have grown and what we have achieved in those 50 years.
VISITS
There will be a visit to Stoneleigh Abbey on Tuesday 11 September for which we have booked a Jane Austen
Costumed Tour in the morning followed by a sandwich & salad lunch in the Riverside Orangery and time after
lunch to explore the gardens at our leisure. The price for this visit, including lunch will be £14.00 per head.
Arrival time is 10.30am. Own transport required.
If you would like to book a place on this tour please contact; Mrs Pam Watson 01564 732342 or come and see
us in the Local History Centre, upstairs in the library any Saturday morning.
LIFE IN THE 1500S
Anne Hathaway, the wife of William Shakespeare married at the age of 26, very unusual for that time. Most
people married much younger, sometimes at the age of 10 or 12. Life was not as romantic as we may picture
it.
Anne Hathaway’s home was a 3 bedroom house with a small parlour which was seldom used (only for
company), kitchen, no bathroom. Mother and father had one bedroom. Anne had another and a queen sized
bed but did not sleep alone. Her 2 sisters shared the bed together with 6 servant girls (this is of course, before
she married). They didn’t sleep like we do, lengthwise, but all laid on the bed crosswise. At least they had a
bed!

history@knowlesociety.org.uk
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The other bedroom was shared by her 6 brothers and 30 field workers. No bed, everyone wrapped up in their
blanket and slept on the floor. There was no indoor heating but all the extra bodies kept them warm. They
were also at that time, much smaller people, the men growing to about 5’6” and the women 4’8”. SO, in
their 3 bedroom house they had 27 people living.
AROUND THE SHOPS
The Dental Practice on the High Street next to what was Go Go boots has closed down and Go Go Boots has
now re-opened under the name DIVA. Brocade on the corner of the High Street (where Maddocks used to be)
has also ceased trading since our last newsletter. We welcome in their stead Sugarbliss Cake Craft & Cake
Decorating where all sorts of celebration cakes are made to order. They also offer cake making equipment
hire and sell everything needed to create your own cake designs. There are courses available in cake making
for beginners, professionals and children.
Barbarellas is now open in Kimbells Walk and has a stunning array of shoes and accessories in the window.
CHRISTMAS CARDS
To finish off this year of the Society's 50th anniversary we are having Christmas cards printed depicting various
scenes from the village of Knowle. As with the calendar at the start of the year, the scenes depicted will be
from paintings by local artist Mike Humphries. We are hoping that the Christmas cards will be on sale in the
Local History Centre from mid-September onwards.
Janet Eržen - Knowle 779040
FREE WITH THIS ISSUE OF THE NEWSLETTER
Every delivered and postal issue of this newsletter should also be accompanied by a
copy of our new short booklet charting the Society’s first fifty years. If you have not
received your copy please get in touch with our distribution manager, Anne Smith,
whose details are on the back page. We will be in contact with email subscribers
separately about arrangements for distribution where appropriate.
If you require additional copies for any reason there will be a nominal charge to
cover the booklet and delivery costs, please be in touch with
history@knowlesociety.org.uk for further details—please include your postal
address with your enquiry as that will affect delivery costs.

FAMILY HISTORY FOR BEGINNERS
The course begins in September (date to be confirmed), runs for six weeks and costs £72.
You will need a small amount of computer knowledge so that you can use the two websites Ancestry and Find
My Past available through the library network. These websites include records such as the 1911 census, indexes
to births, marriages and deaths and a wealth of military information.
For more information or to book a place, please call Knowle library on 01564 775840.
SUMMER READING CHALLENGE
The Summer Reading Challenge is a national campaign that focuses on reading for pleasure and encourages
children to carry on reading through the summer holidays. The scheme is co-ordinated nationally by The
Reading Agency. This year, the Reading Challenge runs from Saturday 14 July until Monday 10 September.
Children aged 4 to 11 years are invited to read six books over the summer holiday. Join in at Knowle Library
and they will receive the Summer Reading Challenge pack that gets them started. There are stickers and
rewards to collect along the way, with a certificate and medal if they read six books. Each year the challenge
has a different theme. The 2012 theme is Story Lab – a celebration of story and imagination. Story Lab will
link to the 2012 Olympics and is an official project in the Cultural Olympiad’s London 2012 Festival.
SUMMER ACTIVITIES
The library is holding four children’s activities over the summer. Booking is required for some of them and a
small charge will apply (* reduced price for library members). Tickets will be available from the library two
weeks before the event.
· Jellybeans Teddy Bears’ Picnic
Thursday 19 July at 10.45am. Age: under 5s. Free, no tickets required.
· Mini Indoor Olympics with games and crafts
Thursday 26 July at 2pm. Age: 7+. Tickets required £1*/£2
· Storytelling and Puppet Making
Thursday 2 August at 11am. Age: 5–8. Tickets required £1*/£2
· Comic Book Titans
Thursday 16 August at 2pm. Age: 8+. Tickets required £1*/£2
For more details, please contact Knowle Library on 01564 775840.

Bill Bohanna - Knowle 739390

meetings and social
meetings@knowlesociety.org.uk

The other meeting was Windows on Windsor by the former Master of Temple Balsall, James Woodward, who
returned after three years to speak on his work at St George's Chapel, Windsor. James' combination of dry
wit, reputation for excellence on the subject of 'ageing' and recent experience on the Falconer Commission on
Assisted Dying, his discretion in respect of his current Royal connections, his natural expression of his
Christian faith and the work of the Chapel were also a big part of the draw and his talk was very well received
by a record audience which saw the village hall filled to bursting point. I have to mention that after James’ talk
it transpired that someone had broken into his car to steal his satnav and a friend’s comment was perhaps apt “
I thought Knowle was a friendly village, what is going on?” (I have toned down the language) “We hope this
random act of vandalism did not give James too bad an impression of our village.”
Charles Robinson - Knowle 775770
NEWS FROM KNOWLE LIBRARY
(The Knowle Society provides volunteers to enable the library to open on Saturday afternoons)
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Community liaison

We have only had two meetings since the last newsletter and what meetings! Firstly the subject may not
sound too promising Metal Detecting but as always the evening is made by the speaker and Bob Burton was a
fascinating performer who brought the subject to life with his unique views on life and experiences with his
metal detector. Many examples of his finds were on show during the evening and whilst not being in the
league of the Staffordshire Hoard they had some fascinating stories behind them.

liaison@knowlesociety.org.uk

We are all looking forward to our quiz night on 15th October and if you
want to be part of it you will find an application form for your tickets on
page 3. The evening will be hosted by Quizmaster Steve Worrell who has
supported us in this role previously. It will feature a Fish & Chips supper, a
round of Heads or Tails for two prizes of £25 each of M&S vouchers. Tea
and coffee will be provided but please feel free to bring your own drinks
(and glasses please). You may enter as a team of six people or just by
yourself and we will organise everyone into teams.

membership
membership@knowlesociety.org.uk
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Mrs J Aitchison
Mr & Mrs A Allsopp
Mrs S Alston
Mr & Mrs J F Arnott
Mr & Mrs C Barham
Mr & Mrs R C Billinge
Mr & Mrs G Billingham
Mr & Mrs R A Bradford
Miss N Bradley
Mr & Mrs B J Buckingham
Mr J P Bush
Mrs A J Cooper
Mr & Mrs J Cypher
Mrs J Dare
Mr & Mrs K Davies
Mr & Mrs K Dawes
Dr O Denton & Dr A Denton
Mr G S Didlick
Mr & Mrs R O Duce
Mr & Mrs D W Edwards
Ms J Eva
Mr & Mrs R Evans
Mr & Mrs A Eversden
Mr & Mrs L Freeman
Mr T Godwin
Mr & Mrs A G Graves
Mrs J L Halliday
Mr & Mrs J L Halton
Mr J N Harper
Mrs F Hawthorn
Ms L C Heath
Mr & Mrs D C Hines
Miss R D Holland
Mr P Holroyd & Miss D Taylor
Mr & Mrs Hope

Mrs C M Howard
Dr R A Jennings & Dr A Jennings
Mrs M Kay
Mr & Mrs C N Kinahan
Mr & Mrs J May
Mr & Mrs K S McDavid
Mr & Mrs M Midgley
Mr & Mrs P A Monksfield
Mr & Mrs G Newlands
Mr & Mrs M J Page
Mr G C Payne
Mr & Mrs S J Perrins
Mr & Mrs B Pinfield
Mr & Mrs E D Pirie
Mrs W Raby
Mr D Ranson
Mr & Mrs S L C Richards
Mr & Mrs K E Rowe
Mr & Mrs D C Rowe
Mrs J H Schofield
Mr & Mrs B G Shaw
Mr K J Smitten
Mr & Mrs M C Spragg
Mrs P E Stewardson
Mrs S Swift
Mr D N Toms
Mrs J Tucker
Mrs S Wale
Mr & Mrs M Wassall
Mr & Mrs R Wassell
Mr & Mrs J P Weale
Mr & Mrs A Wilkins
Mr H D Winnicott
Mr & Mrs M Withey
Mr & Mrs J Yorke

A warm welcome to
the 113 new members
listed opposite.
The Knowle Society has over
3000 members; can you
encourage your friends and
neighbours to join too? This
may be done either by
contacting the Membership
Secretary or through an
application form on:
www.knowlesociety.org.uk
Membership:
Peter Johnson
1 Barnbrook Road
Knowle
SOLIHULL
B93 9PW
01564 770268
membership@
knowlesociety.org.uk
Editor:
David Bower
01564 775790
newsletter@
knowlesociety.org.uk

Distribution:
Anne Smith
01564 779120
I am very pleased to report that since the April Newsletter we have recruited a
distribution@
further 113 new members. Their names are given above. We warmly welcome
knowlesociety.org.uk
them to the Society and hope they will be able to take part in some of our
activities. This expansion is largely due to the work of Martin Warr and we are Proof-readers:
most grateful to him for his continuing efforts. The total membership is now
Maria Brown
over 3,100 and it is further encouraging to note that 98% of our subscriptions
John Chaloner
for the current year have now been collected.
Sandra Lea
Pam Watson
The expansion of the membership has necessitated a review of some of our
distribution rounds and as a result a further round has been created making 86 Online copy password
in all.
until October 2012 is Ysb28K
I am keen that we should also expand the number of our members who Gift
Aid their subscriptions. Gift Aid provides a most useful source of additional
income for the Society and at no cost to the taxpayer. Direct approaches have
already been made to a number of members with very good results. If you do
receive a letter from me, and are eligible, please consider signing and returning
the form which I enclose. Better still, if you are a taxpayer, and have not yet
‘signed up‘, download one from our website www.knowlesociety.org.uk/
aboutus/joinus, complete it and return it to me. My address is on the form.

Next issue
Copy deadline:
1st September 2012
Distribution commences:
1st October 2012

Peter Johnson - Knowle 770268
IN THIS ISSUE…
1. Chairman & Diary
2. Chairman & Dance
3. Planning & Quiz Night
4. Community Services

5. Party pictures
6. Trustee photos
7. More trustee photos
8. Competition photos

9. Natural Environment
10. Local History
11. Meetings & Library
12. Membership

Printed by David Deere - Newton Print - Sutton Coldfield - 0121 250 3730 / 01564 778595

Issue 50.3
The Knowle Society is a
company limited by guarantee
Registered Number 05514023

