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Any Questions? Comes to Knowle
In what will be an excellent start to our 50th anniversary programme, Radio 4’s flagship programme ‘Any
Questions?’ will be broadcast from the main hall at Arden on February 17th next year. The invitation to the BBC was
sent earlier this year and I was very pleased to hear from them in October. A small pool of tickets has to be reserved
for representatives of the main political parties and for Arden but after those, members of the Society have priority.
I am hoping this newsletter arrives with you before the end of the year to give you time to book your tickets. If you
would like one or two (no charge of course) please let me know preferably by letter (46 Chantry Heath Crescent)
or email – anyquestions@knowlesociety.org.uk. If you should want more than two, we will put your request for
the extra on a reserve list. I hope to deal with last minute member orders at our January general meeting. The BBC
requires specific ticket allocations to local political parties, the host venue (Arden) and one third to non-member
local residents; we may allocate the balance to our members first (approximately 200 tickets). If you have tickets,
the BBC asks that you arrive by 6.45 pm and that you have details with you of any questions that you would like to
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ask. More details of the arrangements will appear on our website as we become aware of them. This will of course
include the names of the panellists.
The next date for your diaries in connection with our golden anniversary is ‘tea and cake’ in the village hall on May
5th . This will be in the afternoon but look out in future announcements for precise details. The village as a whole
will of course be celebrating Her Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee. The Society will be involved but for once will not
have a ‘starring part’. June 4th will subject to consent see the High Street being closed for a village ‘carnival’.
I hope that any of you who have not yet bought a copy of our 2012 calendar featuring copies of lovely original
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Monday 26th December 2011
11am in front of the Guild House
Monday 16th January 2012
8pm in Knowle Village Hall
Monday 6th February
10.30am in Knowle Village Hall
Monday 20th February
8pm in Knowle Village Hall
Monday 19th March
8pm in Knowle Village Hall
Sunday 25th March
2pm meet at the Guild House
Monday 16th April
8pm in Knowle Village Hall

Established to maintain the character of the Village

Boxing Day Walk
Mincepies and Mulled Wine en route (a great family event)
Toye Kenning and Spencer
A local company manufacturing military uniforms and accoutrements.
How Scandal came to Ullenhall
Andrew Duggan—talk preceded by tea and coffee at 10am
Annual General Meeting
Windows on Windsor
James Woodward, former Master of Temple Balsall,
now Canon of St George's Chapel Windsor.
‘Neighbour Day’ Walk—3-4 miles
This is Australia’s ‘Community Spirit’ day - come and do the same!
Metal Detecting
Bob Burton
Registered Charity No: 1111085
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paintings by local artist Mike Humphreys will rush to the Library or Oxfam or ask any trustee director. Only
£5! All profits will go to charity. Lastly as to next year, we have a 60s theme dinner/dance booked for 20th
October at the Greswolde. Again, further details will be forthcoming in the New Year.
This is my last newsletter as Chairman as I shall be retiring at the AGM having completed my three years. It
has been intensely rewarding but wearing and subject to your votes, I shall be delighted to hand over to
Leighton Jones on February 20th. Please see page 3 of this newsletter for details of the AGM. As ever, it is vital
that members attend this very important event. It is your chance to make your views known not only as to
who should be running your Society in 2012 but also as to how we have done over the last year.
That provides me with an obvious link to say a very big thank you to all my fellow trustee directors. I have
already mentioned Leighton. For somebody initially without detailed planning knowledge to have led that
committee with such distinction is truly amazing. He has dealt with two separate applications for marinas, the
Kimberley/Waitrose application, the Sainsbury’s store in Dorridge and also the Local Development
Framework which will guide the Council and us in future housing developments in the area. He has also been a
tower of strength as my Deputy. In his spare time (!) he has also run our walks programme. I would reiterate
that he would very much like to have some assistance in that aspect. Please let any Trustee Director know if
you feel drawn to help.
John Rowley has been leading the Community Services committee for many years and is totally reliable and
enthusiastic in that post. His committee keeps a watching brief on roads, the airport and all other village
matters that are not obviously covered by other committees.
Ian Simmonds has taken on our Natural Environment brief with dedication and with the backing of four
committee members. We have been reliant on him recently for comments on the proposed Kimberley
application so far as it affects the trees.
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Janet Erzen and her nine colleagues continue to be responsible for the Local History Centre and for its
stewarding. The Local Archive is in very safe hands and the Society is proud to be the guardian of such an
important resource. Some four mornings a year, they also provide us with a fascinating talk of an historical
bent.
Charles Robinson and his colleagues continue to find people to regale us with illustrated talks on an eclectic
variety of subjects. Charles also organises the members’ social evenings in October which are always very well
-attended.
I would like at this point to say a very big thank you to the other administrative officers. Andrew Marston has
been a competent secretary of the Society while also being a committee member of the Planning Committee
and an active member of the Knowle Green Community Project which due to funding difficulties faces an
uncertain future. If it gets off the ground, Andrew has also volunteered to draw up our village plan.
Peter Johnson has bravely and seamlessly taken over the reins of the Membership Secretary. This is far more
than it might appear. With 3000 members and (within the confines of the Data Protection Act) all relevant
details of them being required, this can become a very onerous task. Peter volunteered to take over in
September when illness compelled Bryan Smart to retire from the job. The Society owes Bryan a very big vote
of thanks for the job he has done since taking over at very short notice after the untimely death of Derek
Mellor. With Peter Johnson moving sideways to Membership, we needed a volunteer to take over the post of
honorary treasurer at least until the AGM and, we hope, afterwards. We were very lucky to have David
Watson come forward. David is a retired doctor, who ran the accounts for his practice.
David Bower is still our ‘webmaster’ who would like to see more use made of our website. He is also editor of
this publication and has ideas for beefing it up in the future. Anne Smith has been the head bulk distributor of
the newsletter and between them they have done a great job. Dave Pinwell is in charge of publicity for the
Society and this can be difficult at times when local newspapers are disinclined to publish our items. I would
also like to thank Peter Ellis, our President, and Gary Masters who has not been well of late for all their
efforts.
I hope you will forgive the exhaustive list of the ‘great and good’ but at the end of one’s own time, it seems
only right to thank those who have smoothed one’s path. A
Peter Ewin—Chairman - Knowle 776381
very happy and successful 2012 to you all.
chairman@knowlesociety.org.uk

(a company limited by guarantee)
I give notice that the Annual General Meeting of The Knowle Society will be
held in Knowle Village Hall on Monday 20th February 2012 commencing
at 8pm.

annual general meeting

THE KNOWLE SOCIETY

The meeting will receive Reports on the activities of the Society during the previous
15 months and also the Accounts for the year ended 30th September 2011. It will
elect the Officers of the Society (Chairman, Deputy Chairman, Honorary Secretary
and Honorary Treasurer) for the ensuing 12 months and up to 6 other Trustee
Directors.
Nominations for these vacancies should be in writing and should be sent to the
Honorary Secretary of the Society at 26 Wychwood Avenue, Knowle, Solihull, West
Midlands B93 9DG to arrive no later than the 6th February 2012. They
should be signed by the proposer, seconder and nominee, all three of whom must be
members of the Society. The Nomination Form may be accessed for completion as
described below.
Andrew Marston
Hon. Secretary
September 2010
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01564 774082
Company Number 05514023

Charity Number 1111085

If a member wishes to nominate one or more Officers or Trustee Directors of The Knowle Society for
election at the forthcoming AGM, then a nomination form may be downloaded from:
www.knowlesociety.org.uk then follow the links About Us, Legal, Annual General Meetings
where a link may be found at the bottom of that page.
If you do not have convenient access to the Internet please call the Secretary on the above number and he
will be pleased to make a paper copy available to you. In recent years members have not availed themselves
of the facility to use the form in the newsletter, so we are not printing one again this year; in practice many
people will now consider it more convenient to download a copy, rather than deface their copy of the
newsletter.
By decision of the Trustee Directors at their December 2009 meeting, the minutes of the previous AGM
are being printed in their entirety in this newsletter, the last issue prior to the AGM. The Agenda for the
forthcoming AGM and the audited Accounts will be made available on the evening of the meeting, the
Accounts will be published in the April newsletter.

minutes of last annual general meeting
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THE KNOWLE SOCIETY
(a company limited by guarantee)

Minutes of the 48th Annual General Meeting of the Society held on
Monday 22nd November 2010, in the Village Hall commencing at 8 pm.
1.
Welcome
Peter Ewin (in the Chair) welcomed the 57 other members and Mike Trigg and Ernest Petrie, representing
the potential Lowsonford Conservation Society.
2.
Apologies
These were received from Norman Stanley and Cllr Diana Holl-Allen.
3.
Minutes of the previous meeting
The Minutes of the AGM held on 23rd November 2009 were agreed and signed by the Chairman as a true
record.
4.
Chairman’s Report
A copy of the Chairman’s Report is attached to these Minutes. [In the Minute Book—Ed]
5.
Treasurer’s Report and receiving of Accounts for the year ended 30th September 2010
Peter Johnson presented the shortened version of the Accounts for the year ended 30th September 2010, a
copy which had been attached to the Agenda and handed to all present. He advised that this paper was that as
agreed by those present at the last AGM as the full document of the Report & Accounts, once again, ran to 15
pages. This was to meet current legislation of the Companies Acts and charity law. Copies of the full set of
Report & Accounts were available on request. The Objectives and Activities on Pages 2 and 3 of the Report
had also been attached to the Agenda and made an accurate assessment of the Society’s activities.
Funds committed last year of £7,000 for new storage cabinets for the History Group’s Library activities had
been expended and were a credit to the Society. This cost was included under the item of Fixed Assets on the
Balance Sheet at the written down figure of £4,980.
In addition, there is still £5,000 for the Knowle Green Community Project committed against the total of
funds held by the Society.
The reduction in income received was mainly due to the reduced sum of interest received on monies held on
deposit, interest rates continuing to be at historic low rates. Expenditure was increased over previous years
due in part to the cost of meetings, Newsletter and other income generating costs. The single largest item of
additional expenditure over previous years however, was the cost to the Society created by the Detailed
Planning Application submitted by Kimberley Developments for the proposed new Waitrose supermarket.
The Society had organised a public meeting for which flyers had been distributed to every home in Knowle
together with the hire of the Arden School Hall.
Charitable activities included Solihull Environmental Champions and continuing sponsorship of the flower tubs
in the High Street.
The members present unanimously agreed to receive the Report and Accounts. They also unanimously agreed
to maintain the current levels of subscription - £3 for individuals, £5 for couples and £25 for corporate
members – for another year.
6.
Election of Chairman for the ensuing year
The Chairman yielded the floor to the President, Peter Ellis, to advise the members that Peter Ewin’s name
had been duly proposed and seconded by members to continue to act as Chairman and there had been no other
nomination received. He went on to say that he considered that Peter had executed his office magnificently
under what had become a very busy year with many different items requiring much time and effort to resolve
on behalf of members. The members present voted unanimously for Peter’s re-election as Chairman.
7.
Election of Officers for the ensuing year
The following names had been duly proposed and seconded by members:
Deputy Chairman
Leighton Jones
Hon. Secretary
Andrew Marston
Hon. Treasurer
Peter Johnson

No other nominations were received and these Officers were elected to the positions shown for the next 12
months. They would also serve as ex-officio Trustee Directors.
8.
Election of Trustee Directors
Three members, having completed their term and being willing to continue as Trustee Directors, had been
duly proposed and seconded to serve by members. The members are:- Dave Pinwell, Charles Robinson and
Anne Smith. No other nominations were received and as this number was less than the number of vacancies,
they were each declared elected. All three would serve for three years.
9.
Appointment of Independent Examiner
Peter Johnson announced that the Knowle-based firm of West & Co, has agreed to continue to act as
Independent Examiner and their office can remain as the Society’s Registered Office. Their services will be as
before, and includes their check of the year’s accounts and signing them off. The members unanimously
agreed to the Proposal.
10. Special Resolution to amend future AGM dates
Peter Johnson reminded members of the short time that was available between the end of the Financial Year
and the November date of the AGM during which it was necessary to complete, finalise and approve the
Accounts for the immediately preceding year to the AGM. It had been brought to the attention of members at
the last AGM that a proposal would be prepared for consideration by members at this AGM for future AGM’s
to be held no later than six months after the end of the Society’s Financial Year (30 September) but most likely
in late January or early February of the following year, thus the AGM for 2010/11 will be held early in 2012,
with future AGMs held at approximately 12 monthly intervals thereafter. The proposed Resolution had also
been attached to the Agenda for the consideration by members. Two points were raised - first as to the reason
for the six-month period to which the response given was that this was felt to be the maximum period of extra
time that may be required by the Auditors in which to complete the Accounts, and second would future
AGMs always be held in February to which the response was given that the date could change from year to
year. The proposal was carried unanimously by the Members present.
11. Any Other Business
Peter Ewin informed all present it was his pleasant duty that Trustee Directors have been considering those
members who have consistently assisted Knowle Society over the years. Three members, in particular, were
felt by the Trustee Directors who should receive Honorary Life membership.
First, Stella Jarman who was a founder member of the Society from 1962, but not until later she became a
Committee member from 1976. She then formed and chaired the Nature Reserve Sub-Committee from
1980. Stella resigned from what had become the Nature Conservation Sub-Committee in 2004 although her
exceptional knowledge of wild flowers, trees and nature in general has not been lost to Knowle as she
continued to be very active with the Knowle Conservation Volunteers and as a tree warden for Solihull
Council.
Second, Elizabeth Stanley, who joined Knowle Society in 1983 and soon after became a member of the
Executive Committee which she served for four years. From her joining the Society, Liz was a member of the
Local History Committee and although often asked she always refused the offer of becoming its chairman until
eventually Liz agreed to be Chief Steward. This post required her not only recruit suitable stewards but also
be involved in their training as well as organising the rota for what became the History Centre in Knowle
Library to be manned every Saturday. Liz stayed as a committee member of what has now become the Local
History Committee following the difficult time of the formation into another group by previous members of
the Society. She then retired from the committee although remained as a Steward until the sad death of Derek
Mellor at which point she returned until it had successfully regrouped when for the last time, although still a
Saturday morning Steward and still compiling the Society scrapbooks, she retired from its committee.
Third, Martin Warr, who has really been the principal driving force in the Society which has seen its
membership increase to 3000-plus residents. In fact, he has recruited more than 1000 new members solely by
his own efforts, and his continuing efforts have enabled the Society to maintain that level of membership.
With the grateful thanks from the Trustee Directors on behalf of the Society, each of these three members
received from Peter Ewin their Certificate of Honorary Life Membership to enthusiastic applause from the
members present.
With there being no further items raised under this heading the Chairman closed this part of the meeting at
8.40pm.
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planning

LOCALISM BILL
Well, what a year! I thought last year was a busy one, but this year has beaten it hands down. As well as the
usual routine of domestic extensions, some of which were actually far from routine, we were faced with a
number of major applications, each of which would have kept us busy in itself. In addition we were involved
in the review of the next long term plan for Solihull, dubbed the Local Development Framework, or ‘LDF’
and having an input into the Localism Bill, which has just received Royal Assent, so is now the Localism Act
2011. I’ll deal ‘briefly’ with this one first. [Believe me, this is a brief account!]
It contains a number of fairly high level changes to the relationships between national and local Government
and local communities. Some, such as a duty on local authorities to work together on planning issues; and
changes to the way nationally significant infrastructure projects are decided, should hopefully not directly
affect us, although the latter one will apply to the HS2 train line, so you never know! On the other hand there
are some that may very well become significant. These include:-
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Neighbourhood planning, where the Act introduces a new right for communities to draw up a
neighbourhood plan. The theory is that local communities will be able to use neighbourhood planning to grant
full or outline planning permission in areas where they most want to see new homes and businesses. At the
moment I cannot see how this would be relevant to us, but who knows? We feel it will be more useful to help
influence the type and design of developments.
Community right to build. Under provisions in the new Act, a community organisation, such as Knowle
Society, would be able to bring forward development proposals which, providing they meet minimum criteria
and can demonstrate local support through a referendum, will be able to go ahead without requiring a separate
traditional planning application. Mmmm, interesting! I cannot see us using this.
Requirement to consult communities before submitting certain planning applications. The Act
introduces a new requirement for developers to consult local communities before submitting planning
applications for certain developments. This is one that will be very useful although it will only apply to large
developments. It is already happening to some extent and we are finding it useful to know about them before
a planning application appears, so we can get ready to deal with them.
Community right to bid (assets of community value) The Localism Act requires local authorities to
maintain a list of assets of community value which have been nominated by the local community. (Such as
Chester House and Knowle Park) When listed assets come up for sale or change of ownership, the Act then
gives community groups the time to develop a bid and raise the money to bid to buy the asset when it comes
on the open market. I sincerely hope we don’t have to use this power.

planning@knowlesociety.org.uk

LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK
Coming down the scale of changes to planning regulation, we come back to the LDF. As I’ve said before, this
will set out the future development of Solihull up to 2026. We commented on the first draft of the document
at the beginning of the year and were expecting an updated one to be published in the summer. However
when control of the Council changed after the elections, the incoming administration decided that more public
consultation would be good. The Coalition Government also made some changes in the way it needed to be
written, so everything has been delayed. We were represented at the consultation day and were able to repeat
our view that the original proposals for housing in Knowle were excessive and that, rather than concentrating
new housing in a few sites, they should be distributed more widely. There was another consultation day at the
end of November when there was yet more discussion but not much light. We are expecting the next version
of the plan in the New Year when we will have the last real chance to influence it.
GROVE FARM MARINA
Well, what about the major planning applications that have taken most of our time this year? The first to
require work was the application for a marina at Grove Farm (‘Jacobean Moorings’). Having looked at this
when it first came up we decided that it was an inappropriate proposal in the Green Belt and requested the
Council to reject it. This they did, so the developer appealed against the decision. Such appeals are dealt with
in a full public hearing, run rather like a slightly informal court case. The Council and applicant are
represented by barristers (a QC acting for the applicant in this case) and evidence is given in front of a
Planning Inspector representing the Secretary of State (SoS) for the Department of Communities & Local
Government. The Inspector runs the hearing and at the end, reports their findings to the SoS who usually
rubber stamps them, but can and sometimes does overrule the Inspector.
The normal routine is that the Council’s witnesses give their evidence and are cross-questioned by the
barrister for the applicants. If the Inspector agrees, members of the public can also ask questions. They are
also allowed to give evidence and can be cross-examined. In this case I and several residents did give evidence

and this seemed to make a good contribution to the result of the case. After the applicant’s witnesses had been
heard and cross-examined, each barrister summed up their case. The Inspector also walked around the site
and looked at it from various viewpoints local people pointed out, including from some of the local houses. In
total the hearing took five and a half very tiring days. We then had to wait for the decision, which I am glad to
say agreed with our view that the development was unsuitable in the Green Belt and therefore the appeal was
lost. This may be the end of the matter, but it is always open to the applicant to come back with another
scheme which would go through the whole planning application process again.
STRIPES HILL MARINA
No sooner was this one out of the way than the Stripes Hill (Knowle Locks) marina application went to
another long appeal. This hearing was run by a different Inspector, but several of the witnesses were the same
as were the barristers even though the applicant was different. The issues in the case were also very similar, so
it was rather like ‘déjà-vu’! There were some differences, chiefly in the examination of the ‘need’ for the
marina. As the evidence on this matter from the applicant in the Jacobean Lane hearing had failed to convince
the Inspector, the applicant’s barrister in this case tried a totally different approach. Fortunately the
experience of the Stripes Hill hearing proved very useful to us and after the local residents and I had given our
evidence and questioned the applicant’s witnesses (helped of course by what the Council’s barrister did!) the
Inspector did not take very long to agree that this development was also inappropriate.
SAINSBURY
Now to a couple of applications that have not, as I write this, been settled. First, the application by Sainsbury
for a large supermarket in Dorridge. As you will know they have come back with a second application for a
store. There is some debate as to whether it is larger or smaller a development than the previous version, but
we believe it is still far too big for the site and far too big to serve Dorridge, so will attract lots of shoppers
into the area, causing increased traffic. We have had several meetings with Sainsbury and have had a little
success in persuading them that they should not bring their delivery lorries through our High Street, but up
from Warwick. This does unfortunately mean that they will still travel the length of Station Road. We tried
to convince them that they should come from the Stratford Rd but they said the railway bridge was an
impossible obstacle.
We would not normally comment on an application that was not in Knowle, but because of its design there
were several concerns which we felt would have a direct impact on Knowle. We therefore felt justified in
objecting to the proposal despite acknowledging that there was a real need for redevelopment of Forest Court
to include a small food store. Our first letter of objection to this second proposal went to the Council in
August and identified the issue with the size of the store, which was clearly intended to attract shoppers from
outside the area and therefore would lead to a significant increase in traffic, much of which would come
through Knowle and certainly along Station Road, producing hazards and environmental damage. This was
particularly so for the delivery vehicles. At the same time we identified, through reference to national
guidelines and Council documents, that the store was too large for its location in Dorridge. As a separate item
we identified the impact on that part of the Knowle Conservation Area that lies on the route of the delivery
vehicles. We also reiterated that they should use our alternative route via the Stratford Rd and under the
railway bridge. We followed this up with another submission recently that stressed the potential impact on
shops in Knowle if local residents were attracted to the Sainsbury store.
We now know that the Council has approved the application as it stands, which is a great disappointment to
me as I am convinced that it is still far too big. The Committee did apply quite a number of conditions that
would be imposed to try and minimise its impact, including on Knowle. We shall have to see how these turn
out, but at least the Committee was so keen to make sure they worked that it will review the outcome of the
planned conditions in an open meeting of the Committee – quite an unusual event.
WAITROSE
The major planning application for Knowle is of course that for a Waitrose food store and associated parking
reorganisation. This was a revised proposal after we led the objections to the previous one, which would have
meant the removal of ten sheltered bungalows and the relocation of the Village Hall. We have been working
very hard testing the details of the application to ensure that all the aspects stand up to scrutiny as it is
undoubtedly the biggest planning proposal to affect Knowle since the 1960’s when the shopping precinct was
built.
The two public meetings we organised in November were well attended, particularly the one where all the
plans were displayed so people could really get to know what was involved. We have also collected feedback
from over 200 people, both members and those who have yet to join!
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The major concerns across the board are parking, the size of the scheme with the consequent impact on the
village, and the impact of increased traffic. The first stage of our review was therefore a detailed study of the
car parking figures as quoted by the developers. I am disappointed to have to report that in their documents
they failed to account for all the losses of spaces as a result of the scheme, so their figures flattered the real
position. Once we had taken these lost spaces into account it showed that the parking position after the
scheme was finished would have been even worse than at present. This formed the main part of my first
submission to the Council. I have followed this up with a more wide-ranging submission that also points out
the likely problems with traffic movement, including that of the delivery lorries. [Both these submissions are
available on the Society’s website.]
In addition we have to pay attention to the impact on the Conservation Area (CA), as the store and a
significant part of the car park will be within the CA and the rest just outside. In the light of this the Society
retained a Conservation Consultant to visit the site, review the plans and give us her opinion of the impact.
To summarise her report:The Heritage Statement states that the store is “largely concealed from the Conservation Area” but overlooks
the fact that the store is actually within the Conservation Area!
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1—There are three critical views affecting the Conservation Area upon which the development will have a
negative impact:• From the High Street adjacent to the Red Lion;
• From St John’s Close through the gap between the bungalows towards the high Street;
• From Station Road between 22 (former Wine Shop) & 26 Station Rd.
2—The height of the store building, specifically the storage section, is probably the greatest in the
Conservation Area and will not, as the applicant states “be concealed behind neighbouring buildings”.
3—The size, design and materials used for the store building are not sympathetic to the Conservation Area.
4—The detailed design of the car park construction is not well enough specified and needs to better reflect the
local village character.
5—The proposed brick walls also do not reflect the local village character and those behind the bungalows are
an unsympathetic treatment for the boundary of the Conservation Area.
6—There should be a direct link between the store entrance and Station Rd to prevent further separation of
the shops on Station Rd from the rest of the retail area.
GRESWOLDE ARMS HOTEL—COLOURING
One item that we have been trying to get some action on, is the new colouring of the Greswolde. Many
residents have commented on their dislike of the bright green paint that has been used on some of the walls,
especially its clash with the colours of the windows. We have been in correspondence with the Spirit Pub Co
who own the premises about their redecoration. They have listened to our comments but have decided that
they will stick to the existing colour scheme as it is part of their corporate image. We have to accept that, but
have written back requesting consultation when they plan to do anything similar in future.
I think I’d better close now, as I seem to have taken over too much of the Newsletter. The last, but not the
least important item, is for me to repeat again my thanks for the assistance I have been given by the members
of my committee and by other members of the Society who have volunteered their help in this very busy year.
Leighton Jones - Knowle 773894
KNOWLE GREEN COMMUNITY PROJECT
Unfortunately this report is far shorter than was anticipated at this stage last year. You may recall that planning
permission had been obtained for the redevelopment of the closed toilet block, incorporating the bus stop at
the top of Station Road in front of the parade of shops. This allowed the working group to proceed with its
various applications to obtain funding for the development to take place. Financial circumstances have made
this impossible during 2011.
A member of the working party has seen the possibility of finance being obtained from a retail store which is
hoping to come to Knowle in the near future, but this will be dependent on a separate Planning Application.
This will have no bearing on whatever decisions the Society Trustees arrive at. In the meantime however the
closed toilet block continues to deteriorate and continues to be a drain on Council funds to maintain it in a safe
condition and the area around it shows how much a fresh approach is needed to give a better reflection on our
smart looking village.
Gary Masters - Knowle 779955

OUTCOME OF THE WAITROSE PUBLIC MEETINGS ORGANISED BY THE SOCIETY
Over 200 people attended the first meeting at which we displayed all the significant plans at full size,
so it was as easy we could make it for people to understand the proposals. We also had available
copies of the most significant of the very many documents that had been submitted in support of the
application. Members of the Society’s planning committee and many of the Trustee Directors were
on hand to help with interpreting the plans and explaining the significance.
At the second meeting we had arranged for Philip Pearce, of the developers Kimberley Ltd, the
architect Dean Guy and a manager from the Kenilworth Waitrose store to be in attendance to answer
questions from the floor. The meeting was lively but well behaved (on the whole)! The evening
opened with a brief presentation by Dean Guy of the process that had led to the specific proposal that
had been submitted as a planning application. We then moved on to questions from the floor.
JUSTIFICATION AND NEED FOR THE STORE
•
Expected catchment area? – basically within 10 minutes drive of the site;
•
Size of the store? – about 50% larger than Tesco, 60% of the Sainsbury store;
•
How many staff? – about 110 mainly part-time and local, 30-35 on site at any one time.
DESIGN AND SURROUNDING LANDSCAPING
•
How many trees to be removed? – 40 removed, 23 kept, others to be added as part of
landscaping;
•
Concern about loss of green space around Village Hall – this will be lost, but planting will
enhance the surroundings, the Society’s commemorative walnut tree would be protected;
•
Who will maintain area and manage car parks? – all are the responsibility of SMBC, not
Waitrose;
•
What about alternatives to car parks? – underground and elevated parking had been considered
but not thought suitable for this area.
CAR PARKING
•
What would be the widths of parking spaces? - some 2.5m some 2.4m;
•
Where will employees park? - hope many locals will walk, some bike but intend to allocate ten
spaces at new Lodge Croft extension. Would like opening hours of store to be 8 am to 8 pm;
•
Will there be parking charges? - Council’s decision but Waitrose would not want this and not
discussed with Council;
•
Concern over safety of roads and end-on parking – not considered to be a problem;
•
Suggestion of making St John’s Close one way – not considered, this would be up to the
Council;
•
Concern over insufficient spaces - overall parking spaces on western side will be increased by
93 from 255 to 348; [Comment – see the Society’s view that there will be a shortage of spaces.]
PEDESTRIANS AND TRAFFIC
John Rowley
- Knowle
•
Concern over disruption and reduction in car parking during construction
– shouldn’t
be 778289
too
bad, construction company will plan the build so as to keep as many spaces as possible;
•
Delivery and construction traffic routes – from the south, up Warwick Road and into store site
from Station Road.
IMPACT ON NEIGHBOURS AND AREA
•
Times of deliveries? – would be a condition of approval. At Kenilworth 7 am to 7:30 pm;
•
Impact on other traders? - should be beneficial to most except maybe Tesco;
•
Could bus be re-routed to drop off at Waitrose to alleviate parking? – this would be a Centro
decision;
•
Concern over damage to cottage next to delivery entrance – measures taken to prevent or
minimise damage and repair any caused.
We have incorporated as many of these points as we could into our submission to the Council. Some
are not relevant to the consideration of the application and others will be best incorporated into
possible conditions, should the application succeed.
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community services

AIRPORT
The Airport has had a busy twelve months and a number of projects which have been reported in earlier
newsletters have been completed. The combining of Terminals 1 and 2 has provided a single common security
processing system. The new hotel complex has also been completed and groundwork on the runway extension
is expected to start during 2012, with estimated completion in 2014. The ‘Noise and Track Keeping Review’,
recently carried out in Knowle, should be available in the New Year for viewing. This should give an up-todate picture of noise levels and aircraft track keeping performance. After consultation with Local
Communities, the review of the Airport Night Flying Policy has been completed and I enclose the major
objectives below:
•
•

•

•
•

A reduced Night Noise Violation Limit of 85dB(A). This will encourage aircraft operators to fly their
aircraft in the quietest possible manner in order to avoid a surcharge, equivalent to a full runway charge.
It also encourages airlines to operate quieter aircraft types.
To revise the Annual Limit for Air Traffic Movements (ATMs) such that it is calculated based on the
maximum annual limit for ATMs over the preceding five years, during ATM downturns. This will allow
for greater flexibility for calculating the Night ATM Limit and will help aid recovery during recessions
and temporary downturns in ATMs.
Birmingham Airport is seeking to align the methodology for administering the Night Flying Policy with
the ‘supplements to the UK AIP – London Heathrow, London Gatwick and London Stansted airports
Noise Restrictions Notice’, with respect to the Night Period for the Annual Limit for ATMs, it is (2330
to 0600) and exempting Quota Count 0 aircraft.
To remove the seasonal split in ATMs (currently 76% summer and 24% winter). This will allow for
greater flexibility between seasons.
To revise the wording to the administration of the Night Flying Policy to make more use of modern
electronic systems. This will be carried out in conjunction with Solihull MBC Council officers.

Lilla Baker is now The Knowle Society representative on the Airport Consultative Committee
looking after our interest.
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POLICE MATTERS
The police report that whilst crime has been particularly low compared with last year, during mid-November
there has been an increase in lead thefts from the roofs of shops and business premises. Please report any
suspicious activity on telephone number 0345 113 5000. Rogue traders have been targeting schools and
village halls in the area to tell them they need to carry out official hatching and pot-hole repairs on their car
parks. Do not be fooled—tell Trading Standards.
With winter fast approaching a warning is issued to all car owners who start their cars on a frosty morning and
then go back indoors—please don’t. Last year ten cars were stolen this way in Solihull and with the keys left
in the lock, most insurance companies will not pay out.

communityservices@knowlesociety.org.uk

There has been a crackdown in conjunction with Solihull Council on Scrap Men in the rural area last week,
with a number of vehicles stopped and reported. The Police would advise members of the public not to
encourage the services of these operators and use our local tip at Bickenhill for disposal of unwanted items.
Please encourage people to keep their dogs on leashes whilst on countryside walks as we have had a number of
sheep killed by loose dogs.
SMBC
As you are aware, the application for a Waitrose Food store has caused much discussion and has highlighted the
parking and traffic flow problems, especially in St Johns Close. In addition, the Local Development
Framework (LDF) forecasts additional housing and traffic flow in Knowle, which would increase the problem.
We intend to approach SMBC to explore the options available regardless of the outcome with Waitrose. To
this end we would welcome your ideas on solutions. This is an opportunity for everyone to influence the way
forward with respect to parking and traffic flow. Please return your suggestions to Lilla Baker, 130 Lodge
Road, Knowle, Solihull B93 0HF email: traffic&parking@knowlesociety.org.uk
Following our recent appeal for volunteers, I am pleased to welcome Bridget Sproston to the
Community Services Committee.
John Rowley - Knowle 778289

natural environment

BYPASS ROUTE
The Committee has held two meetings with SMBC to
explore the possibility of creating a footpath and nature
corridor from the Warwick Road roundabout to Longdon Road close to Knowle Park. As most of you are
aware this land is retained by SMBC as the route of a possible bypass. However this seems unlikely to be built. We
could sit back and wait for a few more years but we are
of the view that regardless of the use of the land as a road
or for any other purpose, Purnell’s Brook will need to be
preserved and the committee can’t see any reason why
this project cannot be planned and executed without delay.
At the present time there is no access from Longdon Road but the Council does own a number of properties
which could provide a suitable link. If we succeed this would create a footpath and nature trail across the village from Station Road to Wychwood Woods bordering the Grand Union Canal.
It has been suggested that to promote the project a wildlife survey should be carried out, this should include
trees, bushes, wild flowers, river life, animals, insects, butterflies, birds and all other natural life. It is proposed that we carry our two surveys one in the spring and one in the autumn. We would like to call upon residents who are keen to help with this project to volunteer; the more people who become involved the better.
We are also anxious to involve school children.
There are a number of groups that offer advice on how to tackle this project and the Council will no doubt
have experience that we can draw on. Most of the work will need to be carried out from the west side of the
Brook. If some of the residents of Newton Road give their support then this would be very welcome as many
of the back gardens run down to the brook. We hope that they will look upon this project as an enhancement
and protection of part of this valuable open space.
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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR
This issue is an unusually weighty one with lots of words. The Trustee Directors are aware of this and
would prefer to be offering you a slightly lighter magazine format but the issues (as described by our
Chairman and Deputy Chairman) are so important for Knowle at this time that we believe we owe it
to you to give a full account of how we have conducted the affairs of the Society and how we have
represented your views where they have been made known to us. The forthcoming AGM is the time
for such full reports which is why we are carrying these in this issue.
You should be receiving your new 2012 Programme with this newsletter, (a folding green card); if
you have not received one please contact our Distribution Manager, Anne Smith (details on page 16)
or collect one at our meetings. With the change of AGM date from November to February we have
had to issue this card with names of some officers who may be changing in just two months. We
believe however that members will still find a calendar year format most convenient for this card. An
updated list of Trustee Directors will be printed in the April newsletter.

environment@knowlesociety.org.uk

Ian Simmonds - Knowle 778692

local history centre

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Due to the retirement of one of our committee members and pressure of work from email enquiries and the
wide variety of services we offer to the public, we are looking for at least one, maybe two Knowle Society
members, ideally who are computer literate, to join us as a volunteer with the Local History Committee.
The work of the Local History Committee is varied and wide ranging and amongst other tasks, includes
research for both local and family history enquiries, research for our various exhibitions, upkeep of the
archives, upkeep of our Local History Centre, arranging talks and visits and recording the changing face of the
village at regular intervals.
We keep in contact via email and hold regular monthly meetings, usually during the day time.
If you feel you have any skills, interests which could contribute to the Local History Committee and you
would like to know more please contact Janet Erzen - 01564 779040, email; history@knowlesociety.org.uk
VISITS
Our first visit in 2012 will be to Compton Verney on 24 April. The cost of this visit will be £20 per head and
will include return coach travel, guided tour of the collection highlights, sandwich lunch and time after lunch
to visit the gift shop and explore the gardens at your leisure.
We anticipate that we will leave Knowle from a pick-up point at the bus shelter at the corner of Station Road
and High Street at 10.15am and will leave Compton Verney for the return journey at 4pm.
If you are interested in joining us on this visit, please send a deposit of £10 (non-refundable) to Pam Watson,
49 Wychwood Avenue, Knowle, Solihull, B93 9DL by 31 January 2012 and the balance of £10 by 31 March
2012. Cheques should be made payable to The Knowle Society. Please ensure that your telephone number is
enclosed with the cheque and if you require a receipt please enclose a stamped addressed envelope.
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TALKS
Our first talk in 2012 will be on 6 February and is entitled How Scandal Came to Ullenhall. The Speaker is Mrs
Audrey Duggan and the venue as usual is the Village Hall with tea and coffee served from 10am and the talk
beginning at 10.30am.
EXHIBITIONS
The present exhibition on Captain John Gimes MC MM will be in place until the end of January.
In February there will be an exhibition on the Guild House celebrating 600 years since the Guild of St
Anne was established and the Guild House built and 100 years since the Guild House was handed back to the
church.

history@knowlesociety.org.uk

May will see an exhibition to celebrate Jubilee Year entitled Past Celebrations in Knowle and in September we
will be putting on an exhibition featuring 50 years of The Knowle Society.
ON THE SHOP FRONT
We welcome two more new shops to Knowle. Gillian Wesley and the Catwalk Café, Kenilworth Road
(where Knowle Builders used to be) - the writer met and chatted with Gillian in her Catwalk Cafe where
she told me that she was inspired by Coco Chanel's motto "in order to be irreplaceable, one must always be
different" An upmarket exclusive boutique specialising in wedding dress and corsetry design (outerwear not
underwear), and featuring a wide selection of ready-to-wear clothing and accessories; together with the
Catwalk Cafe, Gillian’s business is certainly different. The Catwalk Cafe serves a selection of croissants,
baquettes, toasted sandwiches, cakes and traditional afternoon tea served from vintage china and is open from
9am - 5pm.
Gillian also puts on a variety of special evening events such as "Champagne and Shopping" and
"Corsetry School for Men". Check out her website www.gillianwesley.co.uk
(Continued on page 13)

(Continued from page 12)

Funky Gecko situated in Greville Court (Where Fairy Good Ideas used to be) is a children's shop catering
for an age range of birth - 11 years. It is run by two ladies Sue and Michelle and they are specialising in organic
ranges and vintage and Swedish outdoor wear. The shop also stocks a range of organic skin care for babies
together with bio-degradable nappies, and a selection of books and bamboo toys. Unbelievably, some of
their cuddly soft toys are also made from bamboo and some of the clothing they showed me was made from
recycled plastic bottle tops.
We wish both of the above shops every success, and don't forget "use them or lose them".
LIFE IN THE 1500’S
They used to cook with a big pot hung over the fire and every day more things were added to the
pot, usually root vegetables which they grew themselves. They did not get much meat. The stew would be
eaten for dinner and any leftovers remained in the pot to get cold overnight and then start over the next
day. Sometimes, the stew had food in it that had been there for quite a while, hence the rhyme "Peas porridge
hot, peas porridge cold, peas porridge in the pot nine days old".
Occasionally a small piece of pork could be obtained which made them feel quite special and when visitors
came they would hang up their bacon to show off. It was a sign of wealth that a man could "bring home the
bacon". They would cut off a little to share with the guests and would all sit around and "chew the fat".
Bread was divided according to status: workers got the burned bottom of the loaf, family got the middle and
guests got the top or "the upper crust".
Now, whoever said history was boring!
Janet Eržen - Knowle 779040
WHAT—MORE CHANGES?
Changing the logo or ‘masthead’ at the
top of the newsletter has happened
before of course. Longstanding
members will recall some of the
examples shown here. The days of
‘cyclostyled’ pages assembled and
stapled by working parties on a dining
room table somewhere in Knowle seem
so distant that it brings home the reality
of our Jubilee this year. We have
enjoyed rather better production quality
in recent years but of course with many
more pages each issue and nearly 2000
homes to visit we have outgrown a table
at home. Our volunteer help of course
remains vital in the final stage of
delivery and subscription collection.

Top to bottom—Front pages of
newsletters, all of which may be
found on the Newsletters page
on the website: Vol. 1, Vol. 15,
Vol .39.1 and Vol. 42.2.

Issue 1 January 1963 (we think it is the
first newsletter) was little more than the
minutes of the committee meeting. By
March 1977 the familiar ‘hands around
Knowle’ logo appeared and in January
2000 a new ‘masthead’ appeared (our
copy of that is so poor that the January
2001 copy is shown here instead.)
The final change before the current
issue was in April 2004 with a new
masthead drawn by retired architect
Paul Pauley.
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View these in colour on our website

12 months in pictures
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TWELVE MONTHS AROUND KNOWLE & SOME SOCIETY VISITS & WALKS

Lights in the snow—Widney Manor Road—
Widney Road junction

The moon on an icicle—do you remember those
enormous icicles when the thaw came?

Longdon Hall—reprieved?

Knowle Hall—revisited

Bournville Carillon—played with the side of the
hands by the Carillonneur, Trevor Workman

Selly Manor or maybe a Cadbury’s chocolate box?

Hardware

Wetwear

There have been three meetings since the last newsletter so I
will quickly review these. In September Nick Ward gave a
detailed and fascinating insight into the Grenadier Guards’
history from inception to current times. Nick brought along
several uniforms of the guards as well as associated militaria
including snare drums which surprised the audience as Nick is
an accomplished drummer and woke up anyone snoozing with
a quick burst of drumming – a lot of noise emanated from a
small drum! An excellent talk from an excellent speaker.

meetings and social

We have now completed our programme of talks and events
for 2011 and have had around 70 attendees on average
throughout the year which is a small increase on the previous
year. We have ranged over many topics from forensic science
Fingerprints for Detection and Intrigue in February through to The
Geology of Warwickshire for our last talk of the year in
November. A bit of fun was thrown in during March in the
guise of Gabriella the Ukulele Lady which was something
completely different but very funny and well received.

This year our social event was hosted by The Strolling Players
who offered an evening of musicality which was accompanied
by a fish and chip supper and a round of ‘Heads or Tails’
performed by Leighton Jones in what has become a tradition at
these events instead of a raffle. Two prizes of M&S vouchers
were won by the last two people standing at the end of the
competition.

The final talk of this year was given by Hugh Jones on the
Geology and Scenery of Warwickshire. Hugh brought to life
the use of local stone in Warwickshire’s churches and
buildings. There is certainly a lot more to the extraction and
use of local stone than most of us probably thought. For those
who were at this talk the patchwork of different coloured
stones in our churches and buildings now mean something
more to us than just looking ‘pretty’.
For 2012 we have again tried to cover a very wide range of
topics but maintaining a local flavour to these. The schedule of
talks for 2012 is to be found in the 2012 Programme Card
accompanying this newsletter.

Pictures (top to bottom):
Nick Ward
Grenadier Guards’ uniforms
Social Evening—Leighton Jones’ ‘Heads or Tails’ raffle
The Strolling Players
Hugh Jones

Charles Robinson - Knowle 775770
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Our social events are always well attended and unfortunately
we had to disappoint several people this year as we could only
accommodate 80 people at the event so apologies to those who
were disappointed. The Strolling Players sang and played very
well and received a standing ovation at the end of an enjoyable
evening.

membership
membership@knowlesociety.org.uk
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Mr & Mrs D Lewis
Mr & Mrs G Munn
Mr N Ishan
Mr & Mrs P R Sproston
Mr & Mrs G Holder
Mr & Mrs M O'Donnell
Mr & Mrs Catling
Mr & Mrs C R Cordle
Mrs L Greenwood

A warm welcome to
the 27 new members
listed opposite.

Mrs N Dyke
Mr & Mrs M Fisher
Ms R J Webb
Mr V Vito
Mrs R F Wheeler
Mr G Corbett
Mrs B Packer
Mr N Ali & Mr M Khan
Mr N Barbieri

The Knowle Society has
nearly 3000 members; can
you encourage your friends
and neighbours to join too?
This may be done either by
contacting the Membership
As members may know I took over the role of Membership Secretary from Secretary or through an
Bryan Smart in October and am grateful to him for the support he has given application form on:
me. Bryan has been in the post for two and a half years and during that time www.knowlesociety.org.uk
many members and distributors have got to know him and appreciate his
helpfulness.
Membership:
Peter Johnson
This has been a very busy time. Not only in getting to grips with the
1 Barnbrook Road
sophisticated Microsoft Access database on which the Society’s membership
Knowle
records are kept but also processing the subscriptions collected by our army of
SOLIHULL
Distributors. I have been pleased to meet many of them during the last few
B93 9PW
weeks and would echo our thanks to them for all they do both at this time and
01564 770268
throughout the year. The database is expertly managed by David Bower whose
membership@
guidance recently has been invaluable.
knowlesociety.org.uk
As at our year end of 30th September membership stood at 3,016. However the Editor:
collection of the annual subscriptions always reveals that a number of our
David Bower
members have moved away or, more sadly, passed away during the year. As a
60 Barcheston Road
result the figure has now fallen below 3,000. However we do recruit
Knowle
throughout the year and the events during our Jubilee Year should bring even
SOLIHULL
more opportunities. We already have 27 new members since the last
B93 9JT
Newsletter and we welcome them to the Society. Their names are listed above.
01564 775790
newsletter@
I have undertaken part of a Round and collection recently and have been
knowlesociety.org.uk
gratified by the level of support I have found for the Society amongst local
residents. Long may it continue!
Peter Johnson - Knowle 770268 Distribution:
Anne Smith
01564 779120
NEW LOGO
distribution@
You won’t have missed the new ‘masthead’ on this newsletter. It has kindly
knowlesociety.org.uk
been drawn for us by Mike Humphries whose paintings of Knowle were the
basis of the Society’s new calendar venture celebrating our Jubilee year
[although we mention the calendars in this newsletter we fully expect them to Photographer:
Roger Grainger
be sold out by the time this copy reaches you]. Mike’s ’logo’ will feature on our
literature during this Jubilee year and links to the previous one with its hands
around the church and Guildhouse and also recognises the fifty years of our Proof-readers:
Maria Brown
existence. The Society’s directors decided that a totally new logo would be
John Chaloner
created for the Society after our Jubilee year and this step takes us in that
Sandra Lea
direction. Any ideas towards this are welcome.
Online copy password

As we began with the last issue, the QR code alongside here
takes you to an online copy of this issue—password free
after three months. Initially, access will require the ‘Online
copy password’ printed alongside this article.
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